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832 PROl\IOTE DEFENSE OF THE U.NITED STATES 

If Great Britain wins the Battle of Britain, democracy wins. If Great Britali1 is 
defeated, then America and democracy are increasingly menaced and our peaceful 
pursuit of life is seriously threatcned. The threat of war will be brought nearer to 
our homeland as well as to our homes. 

"So long as Great Britain successfully resist s the attack being made upon her, 
as she is now doing, we in America can feel reasonably safe. The A tlantJc Ocean 
and Great Britain stand as a barrier of protection to America. 

"It is quite logical and sound, therefore, that we in America would ma:nifest 
a deep interest in the Battle of Britain. She stands as the last outpost m the 
Old World in dcfense of democracy and the clemocratic forro of government. 
Figuratively speaking, she stands as the first line of c'efense against totalitarian 
aggression in the Western Hemisphere. We hope a1 d pray \.ireat Bntam w111 
win. Our sympathies go out to her people, the roen and wo.men who J?lake up 
the British Trade Union Congress, and to all who are fightmg a herote battle 
against tremendous odds. \Ve favor the extension of all help and assistance 
possible to Great Britain in her hour of need, on the part of our Government, 
short of war itself." 

The sixt ieth annual convention of tbe American Fcdcrat.ion of Labor not only 
unanimously adoptecl tbe report of the executive council, but also reinforccd its 
stand by passing thc following rcsolution also by a unanimous vote: 

Resolved That the Rixtieth Convention of the American Fedcration of Labor, 
assembled 'in l'\ C\V Orlcans, go on record as condemning the attack of the Axis 
Powers upon Britain, and urge vigorous and effect ive American support of the 
cauRe of Britain, but to keep out of war. . 

Whilc labor believcs that S. 27.5 should be pcrfected by amendments m severa ! 
details it fully approves the basic principies and the general framework of this 
measure and urgently pleacls for its prompt enactment. 

Aid to Britain ancl to al! democratic nations now pitted in battle to stem the 
onslaught of against self-government of free peoplcs, .must be placed 
upon a firm foundation of a specific grant of statutory authonty accorded to 
the execntive branch of our Government by Cong ress. 

This bi ll must sen·e not only as a grant of authority for the execution of a 
program spelled out hy Congrcss but also as a basic instrument of the nat ional 
policy of the people of the United State . . . . 

In order to clarify and perfect the proposed measure, the Amencan Federatwn 
of Labor recommends the following substant ive rnodifications of this !Jill: 

(1) Time lirnit upon the grant of extraorriinary p011'ers.-Article I , sect ion 8, 
12 of the Constitution of the Un ited Statcs vests in Congress the power to 

rai. e ancl support arndes but pro vides that "no appropriat ion of money to that 
use shall be for a long er term than 2 years." . . 

The ex1raordinary po\\'ers for which Congress must grant specific authonty 
shou ld be clefinecl in tr rm s of the real neerls which ariRe out of a practica] 
The cm1stitutiona l provision to which I ha, ·e just refcrred reflects a profound con­
viction on the part of the authors of 1.he ConstiLution that a democracy should ; 
not for an ind efinite pcriod of t ime basic proce sses an<;l 
that extraord inary powers of military authorities should not stand m perpetu:ty 
and in time become a sub titute for ciYilian powers wlnch prov1de the necessary 
and proper channels for the self-government of a democratic people; ancl, that 
a government by consent can only rema in a democratic govcrnment so long as the 
popular consent to ¡¡;rants of power is conditioned on resubmission of such grants 
to t he pcople and their duly elected representativos within reasonable time. 

The emergenc:v condit ions we are facing are ehanging rap idly. There is little 
doubt that \Ye shall soon be faced with new and no\\ - unfor es'leab le problems 
arising out of new situations. I believe it is necessary, .to place. a 
reasonable limit upon the grant of extraordinary powers prov1cled m the b!ll, 
and I bclieve that a 2-year limit to su eh powers is not only a reaS?J?able one under 
the pre&ent conditions but also accords with the int ent. and spmt of tho e who 
ha ve so wiselv framed our Constitution. 

(2) Th e gran1 of power to cornmande er pToduction should be circurnscribed. 
Section 3 (a) (1) of the proposed bill states that- . 

"N otwithstanding the pro,·isions of any other la" -, the Pres1dcnt may.> from 
time to time, when he deems it in the interest of national defense, authonze the 
Secretary of 1\"ar, the Secretar:v of the Navy, or the head of any other department 
or agency of the Government: . . . . . . 

"(1) To manufacture in arsenals, faetones, and sh1pyards under therr JUnsdJC­
tion or otherwise procure, any defense article for the government of any country 

defense the President deems Yital to the defense of the United States." 
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In a statement made <!n January 10, to the Sena te, the majority leader Senator 
B.arkl ey, at.tempted to mterpret meaning of this and other of the 

In statement rt was that "the powcr to manufacture und er 
tlus provrsron does. n?t carry 1t ll: wa1ver of the Eigbt-Hour Act, the Walsh­
Heal ey Act,. and srm11ar domest.w leg1slation." 

Labor bel!eves tha.t the i!Dplications of such a provision and its possible con­
sequences. to. our entJ re natwnal economy are so vast that more than an incom­

is necded to indicate the clear intent of Congre ·s in 
bas1? questwn of poliCy.. We therefore recommend a specific inclu sion into 

tlus of a provrso whrch would clearly set forth the full and unimpaired 
apphcabrl!ty of the Eight-Hour Act, the Fa.ir Labor Standards Act the Walsh­
Healey Act, the Ba?on-Davis Act, the National Labor R elati ons 'Act and of 
other laws to workers free exercise of tbeir rights to 
and C?llectrve bargauung and full maintenance of the mínimum labor standar ds 
pres.cn bed by We therefore strongly recomm end the insertion in 
sectwn 3 (a) (1) ot. a P.ro,·iso which would fully spell out the desirc on the part 
of Cor?gress to mamtmn labor . tandards and labor's rights unimpaired in the 
operat1on of the " lencl-lease" program. 
. Rep?1·t lo Cong1'ess.-Jn the development of so far reaching a program, it 
rs nnperatlve the peopl.e of United States be fully informed of progress 
of every phase m rts admrmstratwn. To accomplish this I believe it would be 
desrrable to em.b?dy a specific provision in the bill requiring all agencies of the 
Government. uti11zed by the Presiden.t in t.hc aclministration of the law to report 
to Co!!gress m. detall on the manner m wluch the tasks assigned to such agencies 
are .bemg carned out and to requ ire the Pr.e iclent to report to Congr ess at Ieast 
eve1 Y 6 months on the progress of tbe ent1re program as well as its effect u pon 
the employment, wage, and price trends. 

(4) R eciprocity for aid.-The object of tbe lend-lease bill is to make ihe United 
States "the arsenal for the clemocracies" and to carry out Pre siclent Roosevelt's 
pledge to to n:;ttions,. ever-increasing numbers, sh ips, 
planes, guns. In th1s Congrcss cannot lose s ight of 
the cruCJal problem ":e sha ll be facmg poss1bly 111 a short time when our N ation 
stands face .to face With the taRk <!f returning . to normal life and of dismantling 
the .great ar. enal we shall ha ve bmlt up.. It rs only fair to our own people and 
eqmtable. to all peoples .con cerned that, m return for effective aid we furnish to 
other natwns 1 the se natwn a solemn covenant would pledge themse lves 
toa coo¡Jerat1ve arrangement whJCh would assure an outlet for American goods in 
a peacet1me world market and thus provide a basis for full employment to our 
workers when pea.ce come s. 

Tbe aftermath of the struggle will be a crucial test of our economic 
system and even of our mst1tutwns themselves. I cannot think of a fairer and 
yet more i!Dperative safeguar d against utter chaos and collapse at the end of this 
war JS throughout the world than a clearcut formula of fu ll 
economJC P_arttmpatwn by the "L'nited States in the period of post-war world 
recon structwn. 

STATEMENT OF DR. JAMES B. CONANT, PRESIDENT OF HARVARD 
UNIVERSITY 

The CH.\IH.MA.N. The co.mmittee has the privilege of hearing 
D.r. B. pres1dent oi Harvard University, as the first 
wltness tlus on thc pending legislation. 

.Dr. Conant, 1f .vou .have a statement, you may proceed 
wlth the statemcnt w1thout questwmng untiÍ. you have finishoo the 
statement. · 

Dr . CoNAN'r. Chairman, members of the Forcian Relations 
of Senatr, it is a privilege to appear bcf;rc this com­

Imtt ee m lts hcanngs on important bill which now conccrns 
Y<? U. n:-any of the pomts wluch ha ve becn discussed in conneetion 
With. blll , I mn:ke no claim to be an expert witness. I am neither 
a s.trategis.t n?r 3: student of eonstitutional law, nor am 
I farmhar mtneacif>S of international Jaw. I presume tbat 
I have been lllVItecl to appear here today beca úse, speA.king as a 
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prívate citizcn, I haYe on seveml given expression to my 
views on the nature of thc prcsent penl vduch confronts us. 

I come before vou quite fnwklv ¡¡s a partisan - a. partisan of the 
free way of life. Tome tlw real issue bcfore the country is t.he preser­
vation of this wny of life , oí the of tite indi vidua .J. To me 
the fundamental i)t·emisc of our .\meri crm civilization, thc premiso of 
Catbolic Protestant and ,lew nlike, is n belief in the dignity of the 

Our fn·C'dom to hold tltis hclief is, in my opinion, gmvely 
imperi led by the ?f thc might .Nazi sblte. J:'or 
it is this belief. the bcllef m the dtgmtv of the m(hvulual mfl n, wlneh 
is denied, conclemned and ridiculed h:\' those in ]JO\\ Pr in totnlitnrian 
lanr !s. 

Does not much of thc argument conccrning thc immccliate forcign 
policy of this N a tion boíl down Lo clisagrcrmcn t t tl.1e true 
natur e of tbc Nazi s tat.e? By neces Ity all of usare pecrmg mto un 
uncertain future. \V e are planning action to prcvent certain consC'­
quences for the United .States . in making o m calculations it 
secms Lo me the ürst tlnng to se! Ue 1s the true nature of the enemy. 
Tako thr conflicting testimony, for example, as Lo the extent of the 
present danger to the United States. Sorne appearing before you 
believe our pcril at this to he extreme; tol.cl yo_u 
that no maLtC'r what happens m thc Battlc of Great Bntam, we m 
Nation shall be securc. Now the clifference between these two pomts 
of view is not enLircly a on technical ancl stratrgic mat­
ters. It <roes back of that, it seems to me-it gocs back to a disagree­
ment on "'tbe funclamcntal issue. What is the natme of our peril? 
W11at are we arming to defend? . 

To my mincl there has becn undue emphas1s pcrhaps on arguments 
pro ancl con asto the ability of an en.emy to l.ancl here or thcre, 
to conquer by external force one portwn of th1s hcm1sphere or flnother. 
Not that these consiclerations ca.n be lrft out of account-they are 
important consiclerations in weighi!lg thc problem-but they have at 
times tended to obscuro tbc rC'al 1ssue. They have been too often 
shadow boxino· around the real divergence of opinion which separates 
those who befieve as I do from t.ho e friends who holcl other "\riews. 
The cli:fference betv•een those of us on the one ltancl, who woulcl have 
tbis counLry pledge itself to insmc the of thc. Axis Po.wers . and 
those, on thc other, who urge a comprom1se J?Cace, 1s no.t _pnmaril.Y a 
differcnce in appraisal of military or econom1c It 1s a 
complete clisagreement on the charactcr of our.Penl - a 
in om appraisal of the true of the statc. V!f e are miles 
apart wc members of these cl1ffenng groups, m our eshmate of 

to this free country arising from thc rcvolutionary anti­
Christian philosophy which is the ba sis of thc Nazi strength. 

If this were un impcrialistic wflr in tbe old sense of ti1C' as 
somC' elnim, t.lwn Lhose who advocatl' wlwt cal! a twgottatecl 
peace would have p('rhaps a plflusiblc case. B1tt I bdieYe iL can be 
clemonstrntecl that this present war has in it many of th(' charncLer­
istics of a religious wnr. Tt is being waged by fln of 
men fanatically clevoLí'd to a philosophy whidt d('l1Jes all 
of our Am erican faith. Hit.ler's soldiers are proponents of a literfllly 
soulless creed. And they are well armed by modern science. They 
are harcl t.o stop by forc e of fighting; impos sible to stop by fair wonls 
or bribes, by of trade or by a negotiatecl peacc. The argument 
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today botw een two groups of loyal , sincere American citizcns soems 
tome to come down Lo this dia gnosis of the 1 nzi state. If thosc of 
my bclid are wrong , nct only this bill but any aid to ICnglancl is 
unneccssnry. If tho;;e of my belief are right, our only hopo as a free 
people lics in a dcfelll of tbc .A:xis Po>vers. 

If this were pur('ly an imp <>rialistic war. in the old sonso of the 
" 'ord, !he question of actual invasion of t.his eountrv in tbe near 
future and it s subjugation by flt1 üJ'lll('d enemy force woulcl he central 
to t.ho issue brforí' us . . For a conq ucror armecl with material wcapons 
alon e must subdue nncl ru le bv extcrnal force. But this is in essencc 
a r<>ligious war-n war to my mind brtween good ancl cvil-a war in 
" -hich id(•as are flltio weapons . And ju sL as in cnry indivl.dunl soul 
tbrre nre forces of g-ood ami of cYil, so today in cvery na.tion wc have 
la ten t, m1seen forer::> whicb flr<' sil('ll tly enlisted on the totalitarian 
as well as on t ite antilota lit urian side. Evervone rcco(J'nizes that in 
Germauy today thcre are many who silent ly ·holcl n bclief in 
the intc•g;rity of tlH' indi,ridunl. SimiJarly. LhC'rc are in thi s cou ntry 
two latcnL fore es . Th<•re is u minority, prof\eNling; often uncon sciously 
who are ready to rcjcct Lhis brlid in individual in teg rity, if material 
pro sperity srC'ms to come from un cspousn.l of the opposiLe fuith. 

Ilerc lios the H'Dl dangcr , the real peril , to thc viLality of our faith. 
The qucsLion bdore us cannot be rcsolvC'd in terms of either ma­

terial prosperity or physical afety alone. The fr ee way of life cloes 
not rcceivc existencc from great wealth or extensivo resourccs, from 
geographical bani ers, supposccl or real. Frccdom lives bccausc mcn 
belicvc in frccclom, ancl are willing to facc thc rcsponsibilities which 
liberty cntails, because they are willing to makc sacrificcs that it may 
continuo, bccause they are preparecl to be courageous in choosing 
between what is righ t ancl what is wrong; beca use having choscn, 
they are ready to :fight if noccl be for their convictions. 

' Ve are facccl with a weighing of risks. Lct us imagine thc worst, 
a worlcl in which Grcat Britain is dcfeatecl, ancl occupied or dominated 
by Nazi power. Let us imagine Gcrmany in control of thc Atlantic 
Ücí'an, its creed of rcvolution buttressccl by a triumphant army. 
We should then be under vast prcssure; military pressmc, at least 
from the tlu·eat to thc turning of our ilank in SouLh America; economic 
pressul'e, from thc well-known tracle meLhocls of totaliLarian states. 

Confusecl a.nd clivided, alternately threatened ancl wooecl by an 
ovcrwhelmin gly successful dictator who like s to cleal with bis enemies 
one by one, would not our chance of holding fast to thr free way of life 
be slim incleed? Can we afford this risk? If the enemy is as I believe, 
is ther e any esc<tpí' from thc conelusion that our best hope for the free 
way of life rests in thc defcat of the .chis Pow ers? The conclusion 
seems inescapablc tome: The Axis Powers must be clefeated. 

Now asto the bill bcfore you. The Chief Executive, wbo under the 
Constitution is commünder in cbief of our armed forc es aucl the 
primary agent in the coucluct of our foreign polic.v, has told us after 
consultation with his expert aclvisers, that the power granted in this 
bill is essentia.l to checking the j .. xis stíttes. Consider the weight of 
evidence, not only from tho statemcnts of the Chief Executive, but 
those of many other respon sibl e officers of the Government. The 
Secretary of State and the Secretu.ries of \Var , Navy, ancl the Treflsury 
ha ve all unitecl in sayin¡r on the basis of informatiou to 
them , early passage of the bill is necessary. 
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If it weie my responsibility to vote on this bill , I need a 
accumulation of evidence indeed before I would be wllhng to oppose It 
or change its essential purposes.. J\.s a citizen, I would say now to my 
friends who urge the defeat of this bill: 

If Congress follows your advice and the futur e proves you are wrong, it will be 
too late to correct your error. For if you are wrong, you will be either fighting a 
war with desperate odds against you, or the American spi ri t-- for two centuries a 
beacon to oppressed peoples-will ha ve vanisbed from our world. 

In this discussion I havo alr eudv outlined my answer to one sincere 
group of our who beliov e the bost outcomo that be 
from the trao-ic situation in which the worlcl now finds 1tself 1s early 
peace on Hitier's terms. My. answer _to tha_t is. qnite clear. Thore 
can be no peace with a type of revolutwn wh1ch on a _doc­
trin o bitterly bostil e to our own, impl cmonteLl w1th m1htary rrught, 
ancl grown great with eonqucst. . . 

If I mn,y havo a momont more of your t1me, bowcver, I should hke 
to answcr another gruop of my Iri cncls, who oppo se this bill, although 
they do not aclvocatc a compromiso Thcsc men appear to 
belicvc Ü1 aid to England but are unwillm g to 9nclorse thn,t dcgree of 
action which wc are tole! will alonc insurc suificirnt aid. Now this 
group, it sccm to me, are noL rcalisti_c in 
app ear to agr co at onc moment that thc mtcgrJty of our natwna.llifc 
requir cs tho clcieat of tbc at the nexL they seem 
to object to this or that actwn wbwh may be neccssary m order to 
insure such a defeat. 

They appear to be undcr no as to _true nature of_ the 
enemy. Yet thcy rcfu sc to env1sage thc possibil1Ly that wc m1gLt 
in a fcw monLhs' time be Iace to facc \\·itb that enemy, ourselves 
inadcquatcly armecl. Th c resulL of thc. advice of e!thcr 
group - the negoLiatccl-pcacc group, or the be 
the same. The country will be cntc rin g on a polic_v: Iraught w1th 
gravesl risk - Lhe risk of losing its . oul; thc nsk of succum 
to the tota lita r ian revolution, which, w1th planes and bombs, with 
propaganda ancl the use of the lic, with force from without ancl cor-
rupti on from within, thTen,tens to overwl _H'lm thc . 

Any action involv es risks. The of thc b1ll :s no excel?twr;t, 
but what must be weighcd is the magmtude of thc d1sastcr wh1ch 1s 
thre atcnccl. To me the hazards involved in this legislation are small, 
in comp arison with the possibili ties which will us as a !latiou 
if the Nazi power is not defcate d ancl the dest ruct1v e revolutwnary 
wave is not turncd back. 

I would likc in conclusion if I may, to comment bri efl.y on two of 
the main objections raisccl against this . . 

Fir st, the objection that the great of pow er the 
Presicl ent will lead to loss of our civil hb ertws ancl free mstltutwns. 
Thi s argument claims that in cffect we are forging an instrument 
against t he totalitarian ideal, which assures the impo sition of this ideal 
upon thc American Nation. . . 

Such an aro·umcnt rests on a total rrusconc cptwn of the natur e of the 
totalitarian state on the one hand, ancl of the course of American his­
tory on the other. The exte nsion of specialpowers to Cbief Exccu­
tive in time of cmergency has been a recurrm g element 1!1- the 
flli operation of this country for over 150 years. Thcre 1s no questwn 
in my mind as to the extermity of tbis emergency. Wheth _er we lose 
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civilliberaties does not depend on the grant of necessary powers in an 
emergency to the President. It depencls upon the general spirit and 
sens e of values of the people and their Representativ os in Congr ess. 

The second question is one whi ch has been frequently asked. If 
there is to be another period of crisis in the war within 60 to 90 days, 
as has been suggested by various of those who have appcared before 
you, what does this bill accomplish in the way of aid to Great Britain 
in the critica! period? Ancl if it accomplishes nothing, why is thcre 
any neecl for hast e? Why not moye cautiously? Why not wait and 
seo? 

The answcr to thi s question lics in the fact that competent witnesses, 
I und crstan d-8 ecrctary Stimson, Secretary Knox·, ancl othcrs-have 
tcstified befor e this comm it tee and thc Foreign Affairs Committee of 
the House of Repre sentativos that und er this bill certain steps in aid 
can be takcn immc rliatc ly which migh t not othcrwisc be possible. 
These steps may not be extensive, but in a critica! battl c, r esults 
of tcn han g on a narrow balance. Every last weapon counts. 

Far more important , however, is Lhc cffect that passage of this bill 
would hav e on the moralc of the fighting pcoplc of Grcat Britain. 
M ay we not assumc Lhat in the great air battle of last auturru1 the 
BriLish peoplc wcre trcmenclously heartcnccl by the indications already 
rcccived thaL we in this coun Lry sympathizecl with them and wishcd 
to give them aid? Can anyonc dcny that a similar rcsult would follow 
th c passage of this bill. The effect of a law such as hcrc propo sed 
woulcl be fclt not only hy thc British Nation, but by peoples all over 
thc world - those within Germany and uncler the Nazi hccl, those of 
oth cr countri es waiting in eagerness or trepiclation for the outcomc of 
thc impending battlc. 

It has b een argucd that the passagc of this bill may lead to war. 
Thc balcl fact is that any sLep we take, or even failure to takc any 
step at all, so lon g as Hitler is in thc ascenclant, may lcad to war. 
To support a lin e of action which might bring this N ation into armed 
coníli ct is a tcrrific responsibility for uny individual or group of 
indi viclua.ls to bear. To my mincl, how cver, tbere is one respons ibility 
more terrible. It is the responsibility of acquicscing in silcnce to 
poli cies which might load to thc wiping out on this contincnt of the 
fr ee way of Iive. A necd less war, an unnecessary war, is a national 
crim c. But , fcar of war cam1ot be the sole basi s of national policy 
if we as a people woulcl be free. 

The free way of lifc was not won on this continent by timidity nor 
by clcfensive tactics. It was not gained herc , nor has it ever bcen 
advanced elsewhere , by men who quailing before an unc ertain future 
wer e hesitant and confused in action. For the best int erests of the 
future of these free pcople, in my opinion, the Congress of the United 
Stat es should pass this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Scnator Harrison , hav e you any qucstions? 
Scnator HARRISON. No que stions. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Johnson? 
Senator J OHNSON of California. Did you preside at the trial m 

San Francisco? 
Doctor CoNANT. I beg your pardon , Scnator. 
Senator JoHNSON of California.. Were you in San Francisco last 

year? 
Dr. CoNANT. No, sir. 
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Senator JorrNSON of California. Or the yeur bcfore? 
Dr. CoNANT. Well, I was there on a visit; yes. 
Senator JoHNSON of California. But you dicl not preside at the 

triul tbcre? . 
Dr. CoNANT. No, Senator. I have never prcsicled at any Lnal. 
Senator JoHNSON oí California. Dicl someonc of your name? 
Dr. CoNA T. No one tbat I am aware of. 
Senator JoHNSON of California. \Vhat do you mean by Lhe "free way 

of life "? 
Dr. CoNANT. I mean, by thc "free way of first all, the 

rio·ht of free spccch, the nght of freeJom of worsh1p, all ?f Lhe con­
st'itutional privileges in thc Bill of Hights, the rcpresenta.t1ve forro of 
Government, the opportunities which Lhis country h.as g1ven Lo each 
individual to make the bcsL of him self, to clcvelop bis own talents as 
best he can . 

Senator JonNSON of California. Do you seo any danger in this bill 
to that? 

Dr. CoNANT. No; Ido not. . . . 
SenrrLor JoHNSON of Califorma . Do you belicve that 1t would Lave 

any efl'cct upon our domestic cconomy? . . 
Dr. CoNAN'r. l think that any prcparatwn for natwnal dcfcsnc of 

the ordcr of mao·nitucle which we are now planning is bound to ha ve an 
effect upon ourbeconomic and nationallife. To that extcnt, SenaLor, 
tbis bill would. 

Scnator JoHNSON of California. Aml in what regard would it havo 
its effect on our national life? 

Dr. Co"l" \NT. As has been suiJ, bcttcr than I ca.n say, by other 
g('ntlcmen, it .will probn.bly rcqni rt' a on the part of all .of l!s 
to do somethmg to prepare for the dril nsc of our freo way of hfe m 
tl1is coun try. "\Ve shall all have to be preparecl Lo sen-e the Govorn­
ment if ;¡,nd when tbc Governm on t asks us to. 

Scna tor JoHNSON of California. The free way of lifc will go on 
jnst tlH' samr, cither. in its full bloom or. tamished by this mcasure, 
wh rthcr we do one tbmg or thc other lwre? . 

Dr. Y es, sir. If I may, I wonld rathcr sa.y, ms tead o{ 
" slicrhtly div ertcr l from its normrrl course. 

Sc'na.tor of California. Slightly? 
Dr. CoNANT. Only slightly . I believe a clemocracy can a.rm and 

still :·emain free. . . 
Senator ,ToHNSON of California . Of cou rse, you, 111 common wüh 

ull good citizens, belicvc in our arming as bcst wc can to pl'cvcnt the 
menace of Hitlcrism in this country? 

Dr. CoNANT. Y es, sir. . . . . 
..,cnntor JoH rsoN of California .. Now, m armmg thus, do you tlunk 

it is our cluty to arm to protcct thc Briti.sh . 
Dr. f'oN.\NT. o; I am only interested m tlus bill as a protccttOn 

to the Fnited Statcs, but wc havt3 been told by-- . . 
Srnator J of California . Tha.t is what wc are all mtercstod m. 
Dr. CoN.\NT. Y es, s ir. . . . . 

enator J of California. I mn mtercstcclm 1t as Amcnc.an. 
I am not int('l'Pst ccl in it primarily as a member of thc Bnt1sh Emptre, 
but solelv as un American. 

ow, can you scc uny dang er t.o Amrrican institutions 111 the aclop-
ti0n of this bill? 

PROi\lOTE DEFE:'\SE nF TIIE STATES 839 

Dr. CoN .\NT. No; I cannot. 
.Senator.JoH soN of California. You havo lookod at it with a 

mteroscop1c ryc to asccrtain if th err wa. any? 
.Dr. Wcll, I to speat:: asan expert on matters 

of law, but s1mply as a prn 'atr Citlzt'n I can and I !Jave rcad some of 
the evidrnce on both sidos. ' ' 

Scnator JoHNSON of California. And therc is rvidcnce on both sides? 
. Dr. Therr is no evidcnc(· that convinccs me on both 

s tdes, but evtdrncc ber.n o.n both sirlps of this qucstion. 
. Srna.tor JoHNSON oi Cnhforma. Yrs. mdc'ccl. So that it \vould be 

to pn'sent nny eYidt·llC(· to you of interfc •rénoc with our 
mtcrnal reonomy by going to t;H: aid of Britain? 

Dr. 1 have hc;arcl1!0 cvidence pT'esrntccl or hrard no one 
presPntod who thnt. I thmk Hry likPly that any such Pvidence 
would not conv1ncc me. 

Scnator JoHKSOK of Californitt. Yon eannot seo any such cvidenec'? 
Dr . CoNANT. Quit r so. · 
SenaLor .JoHNSON of And yo11 can conrc ivr of no such 

cvi(lPnco? 
Dr. CoN .\N'l'. Quit e so. 

of California. Now, supposc Lhat aJl of us h a,·e 
a v1.ew you as to the clesirr to airl Great Britain. Do vou 
thmk th1s bdl1s neccssn .ry in ordcr to accomplish that purposc? · 

Dr. CoN .\N'l'. I do. 
Scnator JoHN SON of C[llifornitt. NoK, whv? 
Dr .. CoN.\NT. B<'Camw. in tbe first plne c. '1 am much impressecl b,­

L!wL l1as hpcn pr('St'utecl to this bod:v and to thc Forcig i1 
Aff¡ju·s Comnuttrt• by tho se wbo lwn' stm lirtl Uw dl'tails of this hill 
and .know.w hat is involvrd in thr wnr nid to England from th e point 

vww oí p_rodudwn , from tllt' pc•int of viPw of military strnll''J'Y. 
feom the pomt of \'ÍPW of lrn ·- in sl1ürt , t lw e, ·idrncc pl·eson tec(lo 
you by thr memhrr" of the (',¡bilwt. .\ s u lavman 1 um much 
11l1pll'SSCcl b:v ihat ('\· id<'llC'('. . 

1 

ln pln r<',it sc•rms !o .. agHin SJ?eaking f!s a citizrn wl1o 
stuoJ<'d th1 rYLdPnf·r. thnt tlm: bJJI pro,·Idcs thc dcgTC'r of flrxi­

bJh.t:v and of ordrr m om proee ses of manufu cturi11g munition 
wlncl1 are rss<'ntwl to the brst ]JMSihlc 11 e of tbc Jull capacitv of the 
country. 

8rnator JonNso:o< of Califo .rnin. Jiow do you npply that to this bili? 
Dr. C'oN.\NT. B PCtlliS<· tl1s blll, do(·E' it not , sir, pro1'idr s thrst' 

II<'XJbl<' powrrs for tlH' Prrsidt•ut'? 
,JonNSON of Cüliforuia. Well , i t clepcnds on whal you nwnn 

bv powPrs. " lf :vou m r nn absoluto power, ves. If you ll lL'an 
only lnmt1'd no. That , a t lrnst, is my opiriion. · 

Of eoursc, l hes ttat e to sugg'csi <'H'n nn opinion hv a lnvman s1wh 
as to 011(' of yo.m: distiyguishcd ability; bt;t JOll ean takP for 
what ü lS " ·orlh thr OplnlOn o[ JUSta plain. onlinarv. common Amrri­

a.ncl can .yo u not src lhat ther e is no power Lhn l is g-ranlcll by 
tlu s b1ll that IS not nlr<'nd.v 1n tlH· hands of t he Prrsid('tü? · 

Dr. CoNANT. ThaL is what I bdinve. 
Senator.J OHN.soN of Yo 11 .belir 1·c thn t hr has thc pow('r 

to do all t.he thmg s thnt th1s b11l ¡wnm! s lmn to do? 
Dr. C<?N:\NT. Yon havo been o informecl, I undrr sta nd , by some 

of thc w1tnessrs who are experts on la.\\' . I a m not a la wyer VOit 
unclcrstand. ' · 
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Senator J OHNSON of Californ ia . W cll, I was going to say that is a 
poor excuse. vVhether we are lawyers whether vye not, we can 
read the English language and construe lt as we t.hmk 1L ought to be 
construed. 

Now, I ask you again, is thcre any powcr that this bill grants that 
the Presidcnt has not alrcady? . . 

Dr. CoNANT. I could not answcr that w1thout gomg comp letely 
into a long study, evcn as. a 1:wnlawycr, of which hav_e 
been passed and the Constltutwn, but I had unagmed that the Presi­
dent had all, or almo t all the power s, at least, that are granted under 
this bill. 

Scnator J OHNSON of California. Y o u cannot rcca11 any that is not 
grantccl? 

Dr. CoNANT. N o; I cannot, but I again would h::rv:c t<? check that 
with a carcful study of thc statu tes and thc Const1tutwu bcfore I 
would make an unqualificd auswer. 

cnator J OHNSON of California. Yo u are hcrc as an cxpert. 
Dr. CoNANT. Oh, no. I am hcr c bccausc I wa askecl to appcar, 

ancl it is for the committcc to say. I am notan cxpert on thc law. 
Senator J OHNSON of California. Yo u are an cxpert on thc lan guage 

containecl in the bill , at least? 
Dr. CoNANT. K o; I nm no t. I assumecl I had sent for to co;me 

here bccause I hacl Ht:tÜe sorne statcments on tho underlymg 
the bill not bccaus e I lLave expert knowledge on th1s bill'. 

Senator JoHNSON of California. You have sorne? 
Dr. CoNANT. No; I have none. . 
Senator JoH NSON of Californ ia. As to what the blll does? . 
Dr . CoNANT. o; not what the bill does . I carne as a pnv:ate 

citizen, notas a lawycr, not one who knows the detarls of constitu ­
tionallaw or internationallaw . 

Senator JoHNSON of Califomia . Coming here with that aLtitude, 
you would not testify asto the power granted by this bill, would you? 

Dr. CoNANT. I hav e testified that it seems to me that the powe1:s 
grantcd in this bill are necessarY: t.o insure the defeat of. the A.--.::1s 
Pow ers or the checking of the Ax1s Pow ers . I have been 
by the evidence I hav e read ancl the statemenLs of thosc who stud1ed 
this bill in detail that these powcrs are necessary. 

Senator JoHNSON of California. V\ ho are those people? 
Dr. CoNANT. Your Secretarios of War and of the Navy. 
Senator J OHNSON of California. The Secretarios of War and the 

Navy. Are they the only ones? 
Dr. CoNANT. No; but they are the ones I have happened Lo read 

the testimony of and who, it would seem to me, would be ncarer the 
actual sides of the issue. . 

Senator J oHNSON of California. Yo u ha ve read the testrmony of the 
Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Navy, then? 

Dr. Co ANT. Yes. 
Senator JoHNSON of California. And that has convinced you that 

the bill is necessary? . . 
Dr. CoNANT. That is one of the tbmgs that makes me tbmk 

this particular form of the bill-which I ta.l\:e it is what wc are argumg 
about is it not? I think sorne bill is neccssary to make surc all 
aid to Great Britain at this crucial time. Now, tbe details of 
the bill, the changing of one or I should have to 
leav e to the legislator s who framed this leg1slatwn. 
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Senator J OHNSON of California. Do yo u mean the Secretary of 
War ancl the Secretary of the Navy? 

Dr. CoNANT. I am merely meaning that I have been impressed 
by their evidence. 

Senator JoHNSON of California. Have you been imprcssed by the 
speechcs that ha ve been madc by the Secrctary of W ar? 

DL CoNANT. I have read .with interest a number of thcm. I do 
not nght now recüll Lhe partiCular speechcs you may have in mincl. 

Senator JoHNSON of California. Well, do you rccall any of Lhem? 
Dr. CoNANT. I am afraicl I do not. 
ScnaLor J OHNSON of California. Y o u misscd an immense amount of 

very valuable material. Have you been impressed by thc Sccretary 
lf the Navy's testimony, too? 

Dr. CoNANT. Y cs. 
Senator JoHNSON of California. You cannot recall what expressions 

he uscd, can you? 
Dr. CoNANT. No; I am afraid I cannot rccall the exact language . 

I cannot recall thc exact langua ge of his testimony. 
. Senator of California: Well, boilccl clown, your testimony 
1s that you behevc that Great Bntain ougbt to be aidecl in this crisis? 

Dr. CoNANT. In order, sir, to insure the free way of life in this 
country, and only for that reason. 

Senator JoHNSON of California. I agr ee with the beginning of that 
but not necessarily with the latt er part of your statcmcnt. 
have to aid Grcat Britain-now, "aicl" is thc· word that I used- in 
order that yon preserve the free modo of life in America? That is your 
bel:ief? 

Dr. CoNANT. Y es, sir. 
Senator JoHNSON of California. And that is the whole basis of your 

testimony? 
Dr. CoNANT. Quit e so. 
Senator JoHNSON of Californi a. That is all. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator C01mally? 
Senator CoNNALLY. No qucstions. 
The CHAIRMAN. Scnator Wagn er is ill. Scnator Thomas? 
Senator THOMAS of Utah. No qucstions. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Capper? 
Senator CAPPER. N o q uestions. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator La Follette is still ill. 
Senator Murray? 
Senator MuRRAY. No questions, l\1r. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Vandenberg? 
Senator VANDENi3ERG. Dr . Conant, I have such great respect for 

your point of view tlHtt 1 am clesirous of making surP. I unclerstand you. 
I c::tll your attcntion to page 2 of your manuscript, in which you 

say that you would ha ve this country pledge its elf to insure the defeat 
of the Axis Powers. W'hat do you mean bv "defeat"? Do you mean 
a conclusivo victory on the Continent of E"íuope? 

Dr. CoNANT. Not necessarily. I mean, by a clefeat of the AA-i.s 
Pow ers, putting thc Axis Powers in such a posit.ion that they could not 
by any stretch of the imagination threnten the free wav of life in this 
country. Now, the details of that I am afraicl I can't te ll you . 

Senator VANDENBERG. Tha t would not be achieved would it by 
a stalemate in which nci ther si ele crosscd thc British Channcl? ' 

Dr. CoNANT. It ccrtain ly woulcl not in my opinion. 
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Senator .VANDE)!DERG. So you inevitably come to the conclus ion 
that thc dcfcat of the Powers involves the invasion of the Conti­
nent, the succcssful in \' asion of the ContinenL? 

Dr. CoNANT. I am not sure of that. Again, I am sorry that I have 
to claim Lhat I am not an expe rt on miliLary strategy, as you will 
understancl but simply again as a layman , it secms to me that in 
modern therc may b e a possibility that the Axis Powers could b e 
decisively clefeatecl from a military point of view by aeLion in thc air 
alone followed with an economic effect, if any, or an inva sion by 
armcd troop s. As I undcrstood it, lhaL was more or lcss what was 
inclicatcd by Mr. Chmchill's spccch yeslerday or el ay bdor e yesLerclay. 

Senator V ANDENBERG. Germany has not bccn ablc to achicve any 
such conclusive miliLary victory in thc air , in spitc of hcr predominan cc, 
has shc? 

Dr. CoNANT. To; buL she has ncv er , as I und erstan d il, obtaiJ1ecl 
real masLery of the air ovcr Great Bri.tain , nor evcn ovcr thc Channel. 
Shc obtained it ovcr Holland, ancl Lhc res ulL we all know. 

ScnaLor V.I.NDENBERG. If wc wcre wholJy frank v.ith each other, 
would we not havc to admit that the defcat of thc Axis Powcrs, in 
Lhe conclusive scnsc you speak of, probably would rcquire a military 
victory on tbe Cont i.nent of Europc? 

Dr. CoNANT. A miliLary victory on thc Continent, but wha t I want 
to make plain is tha.t i.t sccms Lo me at leasl that you ca.nnot acquaint 
thc words "military victory" wilh thc mcaning of lhaL word in thc 
olcl type of war , which mcan s cnormous armies, of invasion; that it 
may be obta incd by ncw ancl t cclmical weapons, namely, Lhc a.irplu nc . 

Scnulor V"I.NDENHERG. l willlcl you define thc phm sc to su it your 
own point oí vicw. \Y e agree that to ins urc this ddcal some sort of a 
conclu sivo victory on tbc Conlincnl of Europc is goi np; lo be ncccssn1-y. 

Dr. CoNANT. Quilo so. 
Scnator YANDENBERG. \Vhat I wanL to know is, whcn )-·ou nsk us 

to plcdge America lo insure Lhat rcsult, you are nsking: us Lo pleclgc 
oursclYcs to achicYc a conclusive viclorv on thc Conünenl of Euro pc. 

Dr. CoNANT. Quite so. · 
Scnator VA rnENBERG. Supp0 3C il rcquirecl us io go to war to do it. 

Wo uld go lhat Lu? 
Dr . CoN.\N 'r. l shou ld, if it W('I'l' ahsolulcly neccssary as thc lnsL 

sicp. 
SenaLor VANDENBEJW. So that in making our contribution lo lhc 

mora l t' of Drilain, upon which you hnn• laicl I think very appropriate 
st re ss, I am sun • yo u woulcl agrc•e lhal we musl nol mal r h('l' any 
promi.se which we (lo no t int.cnd Lo fulfill, bccause thal would be lht• 
crueles(, thi.ng of all. 

Dr . CoN ,I.NT. Quilr. 
Scnalor VA 1 DENBERG. So lh at lhc Lhing you " ·a.nt ahon• cvcryt hing­

clsc oul oí thc passagc of this bill, since you chiPfly belicw in its eU'rcL 
on mm·ale is lhl ' HSSlWlncc to BriLain lkLl nt leasl by this nction the 
American 'co ngTL'SS is ayin¡¡: lltaL if i l is ncces sary fo[· us to go io war 
for thr defeat of tlll' Axis Po\ CI" wr are prcp ¡l rctl Lo do so. I s that 
your poinl of vicw? 
· Dr. CoNAXT. No ; it is not, on t.hc• passHge of thr bill. I sa id I 
thougltt the American people shoulcl p!Nlg:r itself lo ihP defeat of thr 
Axis Powcrs, hul I think Congrcss has lo lak(• onc• stop at u timo. I 
think Lbis bill plrclgcs all malerial aid tÜong Lhesc lines, and Lbat is 
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as far as it gocs. Thc British peoplc, boina encouraaecl by that will 
have _to decide by tlwmsel_ves whcther, if that prov;s succcssflJ, the 
Amcncan peopl e ancl thmr Rcpr oscn la t ivcs in Congress wou.lcl o-o 
farthcr. They would havo Lo be satisfied wit.h this. It seems Lo 
thcre is a diff erence bctwccn a lcgi slative action and thc spirit of the 
pcople. 

Wc muy lcave out the inLcrpretation of thc 
legislativo actwn smcc wc are chictlv interostecl at the mom cnt in 
finding out _what your own distinct ,;iew is. \Yould it be your view 
that attüucle of the. _Congress should to assure th c BriLish people 
that 1f nccessary wc \nll go to war to msur e thc defcat of tho Axis 
Powcrs? 

Dr. CoNANT. Y es; that is my point of view. 
Senator YA. DENBERG. ow Jet me call your attcntion to th c top of 

pn gc 3 you the r evo lutionary anti-Chri s tian philosophy 
as thc bas1s of Lhe N azt strcnglh, and yo u iclentifv thi.s r evolutionarv 
anti-Chri slian philo ophy, certainly thoroughly 'appropriat r ly , as a 
t!Jrefit_ to ou1· f ree way of life. I want_ to ask you if you think that 
thorc 1s any clnnger Lo ou1· free way of Me, for examplc also from lhc 
revolutionary anLi-Christian philosophv of eommm;ism ancl lhe 
Russian Government? · 

Dr . CoN .\NT .. I .do, if it wcre in the position of military power that 
Germany now JS m. As far as 1ts plnlosophy is conccroed, l would 
acquamt tl1e two. As íar as the military position is conccrncd thcy 
aro vcry difl'er ent. ' 

ScnaLor V.\NDENJ3EJW. Tb rrc 1s no cloubL about th at. I nm 
cl isc ussing thc philosophy. 

D r. CoNAN'l'. Quit e. 
Sr1_1ator V.I.NDENI.lERG. So thnt a parLne rship betwe<•n us n.nd 

Ru ss1a, lct w say, 1f tt should dcw•lop , in defen sp of Uw f ree >vav of 
lifc•, lo save liS from llu• Nazi m elltlCr, would br somcthing of a paradox 
ora naturc Jakc, \\'ould it noL? 

Dr. CoN .INT. It woulcl be a paradox. \\l1cLhrr il would be a 
nccessary on<' or not, I do not kuo\\'. 

St·nntor V.\NDENHEnG. Dr. Couant, in a prnctica] sensr lhc thinO' 
int<:rcsts me in lh is situtltion is l11e point you han tonchcd 

mdtscu_ssmg whnt be for Britnin cluring lhc critical90 days 
wlnel1 ll(' ahNHI. \\ 11t you Illdlcatc tome wlwt yo u think there is in 
this bill whieh wou ld hc _lw_lpfullo Br_ilnin durin g Lhr ncxt 90 d ar? 

Dr. Co.rA ·T. 1t s 1 sat d m m:r le,tmwnv, tl sec•ms to me tht• mosL 
importunt - I lhink I used tl1<' worc!s "far· morr important" iban t.hc 
thin g 1 to uchcd on firsi, is t hc cffect on lhc moral c. 

S0nntor , ._\NDE)113EJW. Do you find anything- otl1er tlum tl1C' cffecL 
on the mora.lr>? 

Dr. C?N ,\XT. 1 should tltink lhat tbe ord cring of thc '3llf-plics, 
thc sclTICe of s11 ppl1t '3. t lJ t' bd ter ordcrnw of our arsena l for thc free 
way of lifc', if I muy use tbat word , might havc dl'rc t in Lh<• n cxt 90 
clays. Ju si bow rupidly lhe be ltN order of lhc manafaclming con ­
cerns can be felt in tlw prodnciion linr I do not knnw. I co uld not 
Hnswt•r that, hut I should think it conld not hrlp havin g some effect. 
If you put your plnnt m ordcr, you musl uc· ablc Lo g<•L l'c•sulLs n littlc• 
SOO!lPr. 

Scnator VANDENBERG. Can we not put our procluclion pla11t in 
orcler \\'ithout tbis bill? 
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Dr. CoNANT. As I tmderstand it, the great advantage of this bill 
is that it enables a coordination and an integration between our own 
defense efforts and the production of supplies for the British, next, 
perhaps, for the Greeks, for those who are fighting. 

Senator V ANDENBERG. Why cannot that be done under the existing 
authority to create priorities? 

Dr. CoNANT. I should think thc centralization of that authority 
is of great advantage. It would seem to me, from wbat littl e experi ­
ence I have had in looking over defense operations, that might be 
very important inclced. 

Senator V ANDENBERG. Do you find anything else that would be of 
aid to Britain during the next 90 days? 

Dr. CoNANT. Nothing that I could be certain of. 
Senator V ANDENBERG. Passing from 90 days into the genera l aspect, 

what do you find in the bill subsequently that would be of aicl to 
Britain? 

Dr. CoNAN'r. The assurance of great quantities of supplies, the 
assurance of all sorts of supp lics that would go over. 

Senator VANDENBERG. \iVhy is this bill necessary to that assurancc? 
Dr. CoNANT. Have we not been told that they are coming to an 

end of thc possibilities of the present arrangement by which the British 
are purchasing for cash? 

Senator VANDENBERG. Precisely; that is what I am gctting at. ls 
there anything in the bill ultimately of a tangible nature by way of 
aicl to Britain other than credits or gifts? Is there anyth i:ng else? 

Dr. CoNANT. Yes; I feel there is, not of tangible aid to Britain, 
but of tangible aicl to the Unitcd States, namely, this matter of 
coonlinating the two efrorts of clefense, the clefense efl'ort in this 
country and supplies for Britain , which seems to be of considerable 
importune c. 

Scnator VANDENBERG. If Lhat is the extent of the advant.age which 
yon can identify in this bill I am quite conte nt to rest a t that point, 
because in my very humble view it is not nccessary to establish this 
gigantic authority in vVasb.ington in orcler j ust to get coorclination, 
if any one really wants coordinat ion. So I a m quite con tent with 
tha t sitnation. That is all. 

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Pepper, hav e you any qucstions? 
Senator PEPPER. N o questions . 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Gre0n? 
Senator GREEN. No questions. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator White? 
Scnator "\V HITE. N o q uest ions. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Barkl ey? 
Senator BAHKLEY. Dr. Commt, \vhile it is true that so Jar as I am 

able to recall historically there has never been preriscly the sume 
situation existing in the world during any war or at the conclusion 
of any war which now cxists in Europe ancl throughout the world, 
lookin g at the matter from a bistorical st:mclpoint, do you recall any 
incident or any oceasion in lüstory when there has been a just nego­
tiatccl peace as a result of couquest by eith.er sicle. in a 
war having conq ucst or any other part1enlar purpose as lts b<1Sls? 

Dr. CoNAN'l'. l think : those words are very difficult to define, 
Scnn.tor, ancl my knowledge uf lústory is by no mcans to 
handle that in the broad range of nfruirs. But I have thc cl1stmct 
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that if you and I been living, let us say, in England, 
clefeat of N apoleon, wbile I do not think 

lt 1s of the .order o:[ magmtude as the present struggle, would have 
event.uateclm a much better peace, from the point of view of England 
and the success of N apoleon. 

Senator .BARKLEY. Reference .has been made in the testimony here 
by s.ome wltnesses to the the Versailles Treaty, to wb.ich they 
attnbute part of tlte respons1bi1Ity for the prescnt war. We mio-ht 

Lhere were many inj ustice.s in the V crsai lles Treaty. But 
g<?mg furth er back, ,when 9ermany m 1871 UJ?.cler the lcadership of 

defeated lirance m Franco-Prus swn "\Var, they did not 
ncgot1ate a treaty there, they rmp osed one on Frunce. 

Dr. CoNANT. Quite. · 
Senator B.<\.RKLEY .. And is on_ly an .example of what usually 

happens when therc 1s a one-siclecl n ctory m anv war . It is an im­
poscd peace, and nota negotiatccl peace. Is not" that true? 

Dr. CoNANT. Y es; l think that is true. 
Scnator BARKLEY. Tbat is nll. 
'I'he CHAIRMAN. Seuator Shipstcad, have you any questions? 
Senator SHIPSTEAD. l\o qucstions. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Rcynolds? 
Senator REYNOLD.s. Y es, .l\ii·. Chairman. Doctor, of course you 

bclieve implicitly in clemocracv? 
Dr. CoNANT. ·Yes, sir. · 
Senator REYNOLDS. Our way of life? 
Dr. CoNANT. Yes, sir. 
Senator REYNOLDS. And you are, like all of us, violently opposecl to 

thc totalitarian belief? · 
Dr . CoNANT. Yes. 
Senator REYNOLDS. Will you please tell us wbat they are fio-hting 

about over there in Europe today? It is a fight between 
ancl totalitarianism, is it not? 

pr. CoNANT. I. should that they were figbting today on just 
th1s fundamcntal1ssue which I have tried to prcscnt to you. 

Senator REYNOLDS. Democracy and totalitarianism? 
Dr. CoNANT. I happen to prefer tbe worcls "free way of life," since 

tbe word "democracy" can mean a great many differcnt things. 
Senator REYNOLDS. The free way of life as opposed to Lhc total­

itarian way of life? 
Dr. CoNANT. Quite. 
Senator REYNOLDS. You stated a moment ago that as a last resort 

you would favor our going into thc war to tbe extent of sencling men 
over there. 

Dr. CoNANT. I said that I was by no mcans convinced that that 
woulcl be a thü1g from a military point of view. I just want 
t<? read mLo the recor.d, be.cause many people hav e acguainted 
vJCtory wJth a tremendous mvaswn of armed forces on the continent. 

Senator REYNOLDS. To send men? 
Dr. CoNANT. Y cs. 
Senator REYNOLDS. For what pmpose woulcl you send American 

soldiers to ihe continent of Europe? 
Dr. CoNANT. The only justification would be as a last resort to 

defend this way of life of which I speak. ' 
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Senator REYNOLDS. Yo u mean by that ihat yo u would bat tic against 
the Gcrmans and the !La.lians, or whoev er happ encd to be thcir allies 
at tha.t time? 

Dr. CoNANT. Yes. 
Scnator REYNOLDS. And that mcans that you woulcl havc to kili 

ofi' a lot of peoplc on thc other side. That is correct; is iL not? 
Dr. CoNANT. Yes. 
Scnator REYNOLDS. And you woulcl faYor killing thcm off for the 

reason that thcy do noL beli evc as we bclicvc? 
Dr. CoNANT. No. 
Scnator REY oLns. That is a natural conclusion; is it not? 
Dr. CoNA.NT. No. 
Scnator REYNOLDS. V\1w would vou kili thcm off? 
Dr. CoNAKT. Bcrause I' would think, in that rxtrcmity, if wc did 

not involv c oursclvrs in war , which clocs involve killing thcm off, they 
woulcl comr over herc and kili our way of lifc. 

Scnator REYNOLDS. And thcrcforc you would prcicr to srn d 
American solclicrs ovcr Lhcre ancl kili thcm off, to having Lhcm come 
ovcr hcre ancl changc om form of lifc? 

Dr. CoNANT. Ycs, sir . 
Senator REYNOLDS. ThaL is corrccl, is il? 
Dr. CoNAKT. Yrs, sir; in Lhe last rxtrcmity. 
Se11ator REYNOLDS. W ould you propos c retumin g Hollancl to thc 

pcoplc of Holl::mcl? I assunw you woulcl. 
Dr. CoNANT. My judgmcnt would be, cerlainly, yes. 
Senator REYNOLDS. \Yould you likPwisc proposr conlinuing thr war 

until wc had reLumrcl Br1gium Lo thc Brlgians? 
Dr. CoN.\N'r. I run son·y Lo say I am not prepared -I do not see 

how nnyboLly can be 110\Y , unles s hr is Vl'I'Y wisc in lookinp: inLo the 
future , aud wry verscd in all thc intcrnational problcms-lo lay down 
a formuln for peaee. lL scr ms lo me Lhat from our point of virw thc 
one eondi lion is Lhe onc l spokr of a momcn L ago, tlw l thr clefrn t of 
Lhc Axis Po,,·ers mrans Lha.L Lhry mu 10L IJl' rrncl<'n'd so inn ocuou'l Lhat 
thcy cannot b. any slrclc h of thc imagi11alion LbrrnLrn usas l bdicvc 
they t hr raLen us no\\· . 

St'Jwlor A11d ihr only wn.y lo kecp LbC'm from contin ­
uing t o t brrn trn us ns yo u su y LLcy are Üu"raLcning us now is lo go 
over LLerr and kill Lhcm ofl"? 

Dr. CoNANT. Not ncccssar ily. 
Scnalor REYNOLDS. now would you do it? If you do not kill them 

o:IT, how are you going Lo kccp Lhcm ofl' us? 
Dr. Co:N.\NT. V\Tr hav r bc <'n assun•d bv some mili la r:v cxprrls that 

thc passage of this bill, "iih the provi (ling of \H'apons of wnr for 
England, ma:'' rrndrr thr military situnLion sucb as that tb e Axis 
Power s would be clrfcatr d by thrrt alonc. 

Srnato r REYXOLDS. Bui you nrr grtling away from the point. 
Yo u s tn ted n mon1t'nL ago Lhat as a lnst rcsort yo u werc willing to 
scnd Amrricnu soldier to Europe. 

Dr . CoN.\N'J'. As a lasL rcsorL. 
Sruator REYNOLDS. Assuming LhaL as a last rr sorL " ·r do s0nd 

American solcliers over, then you staLccl that you wanted us lo con­
tinuo the batilc unlil Holla11d was relurnecl to her pcople. You stated 
thnL jusL a momenL ago . 

Dr. CoNANT. You askcd me whciher m the final peacc I think 
Holland shoulcl br rctmncd. So Ido. 
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Scnator REYNOLDS. Do you favor our fighting ovcr thcrc with 
American troops until Hollancl is returnecl to hcr pcopl c? 
. Dr. CoNANT. Not the retmn of Holland is a neccssary step 
m order to rcncler lhc A..'üS Powcrs innocuous, ancl I do not scc how 
wc can possibly seLllc Lhat. 

Sc:J?ator REYNOLDS. Would you be willing to pcrmit Holland to 
remam unclcr the clomination ancl dircction of Gcrmanv'? 

J?r. CoNA.NT. That woulcl clepcnd cnLirely on whcthcr tha.t clomi­
na,twn woulcl be noccssary or not. I cannot imnginc Lhat Hollancl 
woulcl remain tmdcr lhc domination of Gcrmany without havino· the 
samc tlu·cat cxist. But conditions might alter. o 

Senator REXNOLDS. Woulcl you favor our figbtinO' until Bclgium 
was rcturncd Lo hcr pcople'? "' 

Dr . Thc same thing would apply Lo Belgium asto Holland. 
Senator REYNOLDS. Ancl Lhnt woulcl apply Lo all counLrics? 
DI'. Co"' ,\XT. Thr same thing, insofar as thr dominaLion of thc 

Nazi sLatc thrcatons Lbc Un it cd SLates. l woulcl favor Nazis bein()' 
dri...,ven out of them, but only on tcrms of United SLates "' 

REYNOLDS. In oLhcr words, you want Lhc counLnes under 
thc domination of Germany now Lo be rctmnccl to those pcople if thc 
conclition is bene ficia! to us? 

Dr. CoN.\N'l'. Quite so. 
Scnator REYNOLDS. You want the Nazis dcfe:Ltccl as we all do­

you want lhc K azil' dcfcatccl brea use Lhoy are toLaliLarian countrics 
ancl thcy hnvc not the fr ee way of lifc. Is not that con ect? ' 

Dr. CoNAN'l.'. o; not quite so, if I may reworcl your sLatrme nt. 
It is not bccausc I do clislikc Lheir philosophy that ·r wanL to havc 
th cm dcfcated. lL is bccausc Lhc cxistence of their philosophy 
couplcd wiLh thriJ: armcd might, puts in jcopar dy our own fatc. ' 

Senalor REYNOLns. \Vhat do you want dcfcat ed- thcir armccl 
might? 

Dr. CoN.\N'l'. Ycs. 
.. REYNOLDS. You do not want Lbcir philosophy defeatcd. 

TLat 1s JUSt what you statrd. You saicl you clid noL want lhcir 
you clicl not objcct to that, that you wantecl 

thc1r anncd m1ght dcfcatecl. 
Dr. CoNANT. Ycs; I objecL to the philo sophy , but I want thc A_'\is 

Powcr s put in such a position that through thrir armcd mi ()'ht thcir 
philo sophy camwt llu .. eaten ours. "' 

Scnato r REYNOLDS. Thc philo sophy of Russia is virtually thc samc 
a that of tbe Iaz is, is it not? 

Dr. CoN.\N'l'. I think so, in my vicw. 
Scnator R EYNOLDS. FoliO\\'ing out your idea , do you noL think we 

put the Russians, the Soviets, likcwi sc in the posiLion wbrre 
w1Lh armccl forcr thcy could not bring about lhcir philosophy in this 
country? 

Dr. CoN.\.NT. N o; I do not, beca use I cannot scc now- yo u woulcl 
ha':'e to cons ult military I am assunüng tha.t you dis­
soClatc thrm from tbc N az1 statc. I do not unclerstan cl that if thcy 
are not alliccl with the othcr Axis Powcr s, I cannot seo how they 
thrcat cn our way of lifc. 

Senator REYNOLDs. Is not Russia loclay alliecl wit.h Gcrmany? 
Dr. CoN.\NT. No; Lhcy are not fightin g. There are no Ru sian 

troops in acLion, are Lherc? 
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Senator REYNOLDS. But they are giving them aid, are they not? 
Dr. CoNANT. They are giving them aid, I have been told. 
Senator REYNOLDS. Do you not think the Communists are endan­

gering our life in this country, our free way of life? 
Dr. CoNANT. I do not think they are threatening it very serious ly. 

I think they would like to, but Ido not think they are very successful 
in their cfforts. 

Senator REYNOLDS. Do you not really think that it would be for 
the benefit and safety of the United States of America to destroy 
nazi-ism and íascism in this country beíorc we go over there and 
att empt to destroy it over there? 

Dr. CoNANT. No; I think it would be very important for a demo­
cra tic country, the free way of life, to kcep in check-not necessarily 
destroy, but kcep in check, those forces which you mcntion. 

Senator REYNOLDS. In this country? 
Dr. CoxANT. In this country. 

cnator REYNOLDS. Yo u statc that you do not think that wc should 
destroy nazi-ism and fascism and communi m hcre, but we should 
merely kcep them in check. Is not tlwt what you just stated? 

Dr. CoKANT. Quite. 
Srnalor REYNOLDS. That is all . 
Thc Crr.\IRMAN. Senator GuffC'y, have you any quC'stions? 
Senator GuFFEY. Jo questions. 
Scnator T At pagc 6 of your statcment, where you are con­

cerned with those ·who difl'er with you, you ay: 
Thcse men appear to believe in aid to England buL are unwillin¡¡: to endorse 

that dcgrcc of action which wc are told will alonc in ure suflicient aid. 

Assuming now, President, lhat lhis pending Lill bcforc us is 
not suffieient aid thnt thosc "'·ho are telliug us of thC' need !ll'C' wanting, 
anu assuming lhal iL is not going Lo be cnough aiu, whose word shull 
wc takC' for it whrn Lhc ncxt requcst is made for suíllcicn L a id? 
Whose word shall we takc for what constitute a ufficiency? 

Dr. CoNANT. Of coursc, that is for Lhc Congress to decide. I 
assume they will do just \\'haL you are doing now- get a varicty of 
witnesscs before you. If I wcre a membcr ha,ing to decide that I 
should be grcatly imprcsscd by the evidcncc prescntcd by thc pcoplc 
to "'·hom I haYo alrcady rcfcrrcd. But I sltouldresern Lhe right Lo 
wait until I had read the evidence to know whcther I would he 
controllcd. 

Scnator NYE. Thcn you do concede that it is thc right-­
Dr. CoN,\N'r. It is not only thc right. 
Senator YE. You concede tha t it is thc right, then, to determine 

the sufficiency of thc rcquest that is bcing made? 
Dr. CoNAN'l'. ot only the right, Senator. I assume it is the 

dut y, if I may say so. 
Senator 'YE. You han saicl thc cardinal principie or the pmposc 

of this legislaiion, or the purpose to be scrvecl, is bobtcri.ng thc 
mornle and stamina of thc bclligerents fighting the Axis Powcrs. If 
this is not sufficient Lo bolstcr that spirit and ultimaLcly a declaration 
of "-'ar is callccl for as thr instrumcnt that will bolstcr it, it 
follow thaL the next step of need from thc standpoint of British morale 
will be the shcclding of American Llood on Europcan soil? 

Dr. CoNANT. It seems to me that that is a remoto possibility. 
Tha t is a risk which it scems Lo me has to be wcighecl, as I said in 
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m.y I don't think anybody can face this bi.ll realistically 
WJthou t saymg thcre is a risk that it m ay load clown the road 
you ref<'r to. It 1s a remote possibility, I concede. 
. Senator l YE: Wasn't there a larg e hope in 1917 that our dcclara­

twn ?f agamst Germany might not neccssitate thc loss of Ameri­
can hvcs m Europe? 

Dr .. CoNANT. I am ! am noL capable oí answcring that 
qu estwn .. I am not familiar with the of uíllcicntly. 

SenaLor NYE. I am that thc pagos of hrstory will substantiate 
that thoroughly. But 1t followed that montbs aftcr we had dcclared 
war, but b.eforc wc sent any tro?ps abroad, thcre wcre English­
men pleadrng and urgmg the shcddmg of blood as thc instrument 
that woulcl lcncl largo m01·alc and stamina to the French peoplc and 
the Fre_nch Arm.y. I supposc you are aware of that, are yo u? And 

rcadily be the patlern that we would find ourselv es in 
agam if wc do not check oursC'lvcs in time, might it not? 

Dr. CoNAN'l'. I would not want to use that word. I shou ld think 
that was a remole possibility. 

NYE. you ha.ve said tha.t any step forward might load to 
war, blll no bill. W1Lh that I quite agrcc. But what might be 
om· plans 1f_ wc mndc ourselv<'s imp rcgna.bly strong, so strong- that it 

any degrec constitutc an invitation to 1Ir. Hitler or 
h1s Do11't you thinlc we might haYo a larger chancc of 
avOJdmg war? 
. Dr: CoN:\NT. I do not see ho\\· it is possihlc for us to do that in the 

hme m is a grave possibility that Hitler would gain such 
a vJCtory over Eng:la.nd. \r p would be nrmcd too late. 
I therc Is n. time factor in thcre which hns to he considered. I 
thmk furthcr that thercis a que tion of whcthc r or not ií nrmcd-and 
I assumc lllC'::tn entirely within our own boundari<'S-\I ·e cnn face 
the possibility of Hitler and his allies triumphant . in thc rest of the 
world: TherC' i_s thC' wholc qrwstion of Lurning the flank in outh 

of wh1ch I spokc. Tha.L is thc complicated cconomic and 
mrhtnry problem. 

Srne.tor NYE. That is al!, 1\fr. Chairman. 
Thc CHAIRMAN. Senator Gillcttc? 
Scnator Gr_LLE'rTE. Conant, I belie\e you stated in response 

to one of thc mtcrrogatoncs thnt you are nota lawver. 
Dr. CoNANT. Quite so. · 
S?nator GrLLE':TE .. And you did not dC'cm yourself compdcnt to 

on tlus wtih rcfcrence to its const.ilutiona l featurcs or its 
mterpr etatwns from a legal standpoint? 

Doctor CoNANT. YC's. 
Senator GrLLETTE. I bclievc you also stated tha.t you are not a 

milita.ry expert. 
Doctor CoNANT. Yes. 

GILLETTE. A.nd do not fccl competent to comment from 
a müitary standpoint? 

Doctor CoNAN'r. Ycs. 
Scnator GrLLETTE. _And also that you are nota naval expert and are 

no t competcnt to testJfy from a naval stanclpoint? 
Doctor CoNANT. Yes. 
Senator GILLE'rTE. Are you a Doctor of Divinity? 
Doctor CoNANT. No. 
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Senator GILLETTE. Are yo u a ministcr of lhe gospcl? 
Doctor CoN.\N'l'. No. 
Senator GrLLETTE. You spcak hcrc of the anti-Christian philosophy, 

on whi ch you ha ve spokcn at some lenglh in your statcmcnt. .Are you 
an adlwrent of the ChTistian religion? 

Doctor CoNAN'l'. I am a Christian. 
Scnator GrLLET'l'E. Rcf crr ing lo !he thrcat to Clu·.i tian philosophy 

which you say imprnds from the Hitler rc:'gimc, I wonder if you rccall 
thn,t the founder of lhr Christian rrligion , in His Sermon on the ).lount 
the meek and lowly N azaren e, said: 

of olrl time:< "an e:rc for an eye ami a tooth for a tooth", a!lC! I "ay unto 
lo,·e your cnemic>'. Be P.;OOd to tho"e who hate you. Pray for thosc \';ho 

you and you. 

Do you undrr sta ncl lhat to hr sound Christian philosophy? 
Doctor CoN.\N'l'. 'fhn .t is souncl Christian philosophy. 
Senator GrLLETTE. Ancl vou woulcl adhrre lo it '? 
Dr. CoN,\::>rT. 1 doto thc"Pxü•J1L lhat one can in thi.' troubled worlcl. 

I am nota eonscienlious objeC'lor. 
Senalor Gu,LETTE. And you ha,·e heen praying regulnrly for Hitler 

in this tlu·caL'? 
Dr. CoNA T. T have noL. 
Scnator GrLLETTE. You do not agr ee with tbose who s11y lhat we 

should aid Grrat Brilain by methods sbort of nll''? 
Dr. I hnve never usrd Lhc phn1se "short of war." I have 

spoken a few times on lhis subjcct. I hnve al\',.·nys muele it pcrfcclly 
plnin Lhai any eour se wc takr in aiding Grcat BriLain might involYe 
th c risk of our cYenLunlly geLlin¡?: involYed in the war. 

Srnator GrLLETT·E. Tbcn the fact remains lhnt you do agree with 
those who lesLified bdore that lhcy belie...-c we shoulcl give aicl short 
of war? 

Dr. Cox.\NT. N o; I do not ag-ree with thcm. 
Srnalor GILLETTE. If war is nccessary you are willing lo get inlo 

war? 
Dr. Cox.\N'l'. As lhc last exlremily. 
Senalor GILLETTE. And if war should br nrces sa ry tomorrow, 

in yom opinion, you " ·oulcl be willing to grt in? 
Dr. CoNAKT. lf l " ·ere conYincecl by the ovrrwhelming C\Tidrnce 

of mililary exprrts and olhrrs who ha\Te studiecl lhe situaLion that 
thal was neccs sary, I shou ld reluclnnlly come to tbaL conclusion. 

Senator GrLLETTE. But, Doctor, iu your slulement-I am calling 
you Doctor . You ar enLitlccl lo t.hat tille? 

Doctor I Lappcn to ha, -e thaL clrgn•c. 
SrnaLor GILLET'l'E. In your stalemenL you say: 
To m y mind there has bccn undu c emphasi · pcrhap . on arguments pro anrl con 

as to the ability of an enemy to land troops hcre or thcre, to conqucr by externa! 
force onc portion of this hemisphcre or anothcr. ThC'\' have bPcn too oftC'n 
shadow boxing around thC' real divergence of opinion which . eparatcs tho;;c \'110 
bclie,·e asIdo from those frie ncls who holcl othc r ,·iews . Th clifference between 
those of us on the onc hand, \lhO wonld have this country plcdge itsclf to insure 
the defcat of lhe Axis Po\\'er » and thosC', on thc othcr, who urge a 
peacc, not primarily a difl'erencc in appraisal of rnilitary or economie even-
tualities. 

Bu t lhi s is in eRsence a r ligious ,,·a r - a war to m y mind bctwcen good and 
evil -a war in 1\' hieh idea ,; are abo weapons. 

0'\T, if you do nol frel tlw thrcaL of a mililnry force or a na•al 
force within nny appreciable time is lhrcaleni.ng Lhc counlry, what is 
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this of ideas thnt are prnncaLing ancl threalening u at Lhe 
prrs<•n L tune? 

Dr. CoN\.NT. I think there i u C"ombination thcre. 
SPnator Gn"LET'rE. Of whal? 

. Dr. I think tlwrc is a comhination of lwo threats . That 
JS thr poml lhat 1 "·as trying lo makr in mv tcstimonv Tlw ideas 

may. bnYc yxdccl in G<•rmany! shall I 'sny, 6 :vrai·s' ago. 
mJ.10cuous . Tbose Hlcas, 'dwn hackcd by military 

might -:w luctJ I out lhrrc is thc· pos ibility, if m Prei\T a remete 
hr. t.r,lllmphant and thrralrn thr North ALlantic. TlJE• 
of wra . ancl wpupons nrc whal urr dnngcrou in this 

wond , 1l st'cm tome. 
Senator ÜILLE'l'TE. Thrn,. it was not your inlcntion to imply that 

thrrc was a thrr:tL Lo Amenra. of Lhrse iclras and pbilo sophv or iclc-
ology unlc ss backrd by mililary force? · 

Dr. Co . . \NT. Right. 
GrLL:CTTE. At point, in your opinion, in the light of 

thts btll tnat you han stucltecl ancl thosc oLhcr rcaclino·s that llave 
helpecl you shapr your opinion will lb ere be that thrraL bv military 
attack whcn it would be necessary for us to declare war '? " 

Dr. CoN •. \ ' 'l'. I Lhink thaL is a vrry diffieulL que stion lo answer 
accmatcly m advancr; but I !ried lo givr you th c besL opinion I 
could .. Now, I shou lcl sa:y, for examplc, lhal if Greal Britain should 
be dommfl.tcd by tbc az1 powcr, Lhat \\'Ould clearly be a point. 

Scnalor GrLLETTE. ThaL i the poi.nL? 
CoNAN'l'. Dominaled by Nazi powcr-and I use ihat tcrm 

adv1seclly. 
Scna!.or GILLETTE. But not until that point would you declare "·ar? 
Dr. CoN.\ T. Crrlainly not. · 
Dicl you say "drchu·e war"? 
Senator GJLLETTE. You woulclnot decl are war until that point was 

rcachecl? 
Dr. CoNANT. ro; I did noL mean lo ay that, beca use that miaht 

be too late. o 

Srnator GILLE'J:l'E. What clid you mran to sny? 
Dr. CoN.\N'l'. 1 ou askcd nL what point would wc be lhrea!C'necl. 

We would br lhrrfl.tt•JJNl seriously when Greal Britain wil.s dominated 
by thc Nazi powrrs. 

rnutor you are not prrpared lo say that th11t poinL 
woulcl be the pomt at wh1ch " ·e should cleclan' w:1r? 

Dr. CoN.\N'l': I should Lhink we tnkr all slcps ncecssar.v to 
set' that that cl1sa trous, overwh rlmmg threaL neve r occurrecl. 

GrLLE'l'TE. Do you know whal lcp s can br laken undcr 
tlus lnll , 1f passe<l an<l rnactrd into law , as aid to Brilain? 

Dr. Cox .\NT. All thc str ps'? 
enalor GILLET'l'E. Y es. 

Dr. CoN Al''!'. No; I could noL possiulv know. 
tor G ILLE'l'TE. Y o u \\'Ould this hill reaardlcss of those 

stcps 1f you thought it ha.d the cffcct of aiding Engl¡;1d at Lhis time? 
Doctor CoK.\X'l'. I \\'O tilcl supporl Lhis bill brcause I bcli c,·c it is a 

of nicling Englnnd dl:'e tivdy al lhis moment. 
Senator GIT"LETTE. If you don't kno,, · what thc proYisions for nid 

arr, how can you reach the conclusion tha t it w·ill aicl Enaland? 
. Dr. CoNA T. You asked me if I knew all thc slcps in the 

bill. I know somo of them. 
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Scnator GrLLETTE. What stcps do yo u see that we can take that we 
cannot now take, if this bill is passed? 

Dr. CoNANT. In the first place, as I understand it, we can provide 
arms and munitions to Great Britain without paymcnt of cash. Is 
that not true? 

Senator GrLLETTE. That is true. 
Dr. CoNANT. We would providc a mcchanism by which we would 

centralizo the manufacture of munitions and arms in such a way thu,t, 
we would in tegra te and coordina te our own arms progmm by supp lying 
arms ancl munitions to Great Britain, which to me scems to be of 
grcn.t importancc. We would giv_e which enablc, 
as the situation changes, the g1vmg of ccrtmn to Great 
Britain, giving thcm prioritics, which can be qmckly aclJusted. I 
should think all of thoso tbings are important. 

Senator GrLLETTE. Of course, personally I cannot agree with you 
asto thc last two conclusions. But you ha ve answcrecl very frank:ly. 

K ow let me ask one further question. If this bill is enactecl into 
law and the powers which we are clelegn.ting; to the P:esiclent 
bis, could he orcler American merchant ships to clehver supphes to 
Great Britain or her Allies? 

Dr. CoNANT. I coulcl not answer that, because that is a question 
involving cletails of law. I am sorry I cannot answer that with any 
accuracy. 

Senator GILLETTE. That is all right. But if the bill clocs pcrmit 
that, ·would you favor it? 

Dr. CoNANT. Ycs. 
Senator GrLLETTE. If the bill docs pcrmit that, and you would . 

favor it if we are going to aid Britain by these steps it is important to 
sce that tbrsc things reach her, isn't it? 

Dr. CoNANT. It is. 
Senator GrLLETTE. And if an American merchant ship is torpedoed 

and sunk in dclivering supplies, what would be the next step that you 
woulcl suggest? . . . 

Dr. CoNANT. We would hav o to cons1der the sltuatwn thrre, 
whether it would be possible to send the goocls by sorne other route 
or whcther it would be necessary to come clown to somo other ste:p .. 

Senn.tor GrLLETTE. If an American ship is torpedoed and sunk lt IS 

war isn't it? 
Dr. CoNANT. The Athenia was sunk, and i.t wasn't war. You 

would havo to say ;vhether that was a regular dcterminccl policy or 
whcthcr it was an accident. 

Senator GrLLETTE. If one of our merchant ships is sun:lc by a Ger-
man submarino it is an act of w11r, isn't it? 

Dr. CoNANT. No; I shou ldn't say so. 
Senator GrLLETTE. You woulcl not? 
Dr. CoNANT. Notas wars are declared now. 
Senator GrLLETTE. I am not talking about a declaration of war. 

It is an act of war, isn't it? 
Dr. CoN.\.NT. If it was a determined policy on the part of the Ger­

man Government to sink, and they did sink, every one of our merchant 
sbips; yes. Ccrtainly that is . 

Senator GrLLETTE. You would think 1t wou:ld be very 1mportant 
to om· sailors who went clown whether it was the determined policy 
of Germany or whether they lust did it to pass away the time? 
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Dr. CoNANT. If you happen to run upon a mine accidentally-and 

you may run onto a rock accidentally. 
Senator GrLLE'l'TE. My question was based upon the ship being 

sunk by a German submarino. 
Dr. CoNANT. Purposely? 
Senator GrLLETTE. Y es; purposcly. That is an act of war? 
Dr. CoNANT. It is a hostile act. 
Scnator ÜILLETTE. Whether war is cleclared or no t. Y et you are 

in favor of taking that risk at this time? 
Dr. CoNAN'.r. N ot at this time. I said this was giving the power to 

take whatever action may be necessary. I have not been informed­
and, as I understand it , no one has been-that that is contemplated. 

Sena tor GrLLE'rTE. If power is delegntcd yo u \vould expect i t to 
be used? 

Dr. CoNANT. :0rot necessarily. One dclcgates power to a grcat 
many peoplc, and nndcr conditions whcre i t will be usecl only under 
cerLain extreme conditions. 

Senator GrLLETTE. Undcr discrction? 
Dr. CoNANT. But if it were wiLhin the power of thc Prcsident to 

use his discretion - and that is included - thc Lhing I lut \'e j ust men­
tioned is includ ed in iba t discretion. 

SenaLor GrLLET'l'E. Therc could be no criticism if he used it, could 
there? 

Dr . CoNANT. N o; if iL is incluclcd. 
ScnaLor GrLLETTE. Then Lherc would be no object in giving it to 

him rxccpt to use il. if occasion rcquirrs. 
Nov.·, just onc oLher queslioll , Dr. Connant. and theu I will have 

finisbed. Rcfcrring to this ma.ttrr of aid, on page 8 of yom staLement 
you saicl: 

The an s,Yer to this qnestion líes in the faet ihat competent witnesses, I under­
stand-Secretary Stimson, Secretary I\uox and others-have te.·Lified before this 
Committce and the Jt'oreign A!Jair s Committee of the House of Representativos 
that under this bill certain steps in aid can be taken immediately v.·hich might not 
otherwise be pos sible. 

'l'o what steps do you refcr? 
Dr. CoNAN'l'. 1!1 answer Lo a similar question, I tbink, a moment 

ago, I pointrd out that it scemecl tome it was Lhis question of orclcring 
our manufacturing parLicularly which I hacl in mind. 

SenaLor GrLLETTE. I am afraid you do not undentand me, Dr. 
Corran t. Y o u saicl yo u reacl Lhe tcstimony of Lb ese men ancl that they 
hacl testified Lo ccrta.in facts. I am not asking you as to possibilities. 
I am asking you what facts they tcstified to asto immccliate aid which 
could be given uncler this bill. 

Dr. CoNANT. Dicl not the Sccretary of War, testifying before the 
For eign Affa.irs Committee of thc House, say that in this bill it pro­
vidcd one great ftmnel-these are bis words-
we might call it, through which all the production of such material s in thi country 
1\ill be ordered and through which the materials whon finished will flow from the 
production line s. 

It secms to me tbat from the immccliatc putting of thc defcnse pro­
gram in orcler >Ye sbal l have important results. That is wbat I meant 
to say. 

Senator GrLLETTE. Y o u do not fe el tha t that help would be given 
undcr the prcsent law? 
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Dr. CoN.\NT. No. 
Scnator ÜILLETTE. In your colloq u y wüh Sena tor Reynold s yo u 

statrd Lhat yo u felL that shoulcl - not if 'n' got in iL-buL we 
in ordcr to dden<l our Wll}7 of lifc, set' tlwt Gcrmnny wus placed m a 
position where she was innocuous. 

Dr. CoNANT. To us. 
Scnator Gn,LETTE. To us? 
Dr. CoNANT. Ycs . 
SL'nator GrLLETTE. \Vill you try to define me whuL you mean by 

that point as to when shc would be rcnclcred to us?_ 
Dr. . • o; I could not define that pomt wllhout knowmg our 

armcd forccs , thc armed forccs o( the pcople on our sidc, and t.hc othcr 
arnwd forccs. . 

Scnai.or GILLETTE. But you are rcud.í t.o pleclgc om resourc es 
mcn anrl material Lo thc def ea t of thc Axis Powers , and you havc smd 
in four separate places that thc dcfeaL of_ thc Axis Powers necc ssary 
and t.hat defcat must be carriecl t.o thc pomt wherc they nrc mnocuous. 

Dr. CoN.\NT. To us , to our wny of lifc. . . 
Scnator You are pledging all of Amcnca's rcsourccs m 

men and materials Lo Lhat defcat Lo tbe point of innocuousness. What 
do you mean by that? \\hcn do wc rcach that? 

Dr. CoNANT. That is a military problem, it seems Lo that_you 
cannot setLlc in advance. I ca,n't see bow you could poss1bly to It. 

Scnator GILLET'l'E. BuL if it requircd t.hc dispat.ch of American arms 
to continental Europr t.o put Germany in that position of innocuous­
ness - I t.hink that is thc word; I am not sure-you are Teady Lo pursue 
the war to that point, are you? 

Dr. CoNAN'r. If neccssary. 
Scnator ÜILLETTE. That is all. 
The CHAIRlllAN. Scnator Clark? 
Scnator CLARK of 11issouri. Doctor, on November 21, 1940, you 

made a spcech in which you said, in part: 
The United Stat.e, mu ,;t determine quickly and by demoeratic mct h_od:; the 

fund a mental que. tion whcther to throw iiH military and na Y al st rcngt h mto the 
war shou ld such aclion become in ordcr to defcat the Po"·crs. If 
Amcrica is dctNmincd to maintain the poliC.\' of "all to Britain , the 
que st ion of act ive participation in the st ruggle becomcs a matter of 
stratcgy" to be determined by military experts able to cletcrmme when and 
whet h.<'.r su eh help is nceclccl. . . 

Dr. Conant \'Oieccl the opinion that Amcrica's free .. of hfe _could be mam­
tainecl onlY bv the defcat of the aggrcs;;ors and addcd that thc op1111011 IS ¡rro\Ymg 
among qualifi<'d that such a defcat is only if the An,';rican pcople 
without rcserYation will pledge the country's rcsource>; to that end . 

As enn.tor Gillette pointed out. that means the country's 
in manpowcr, naYal str<'ngth, militnry strcngth, and cyerytlnng clsc, 
doe s it n0t, Doctor? 

Dr. Co .\NT. If neces sary. . . 
Senator CrARK oí l\1issouri .• \nd it is attltwle thnt the Umtcd 

ta,tes at this time should clcfinitely commit itself to thr drrisiYe de-
fefl.t of Germany? 

Dr. Cox.\NT.· That is my opinion. . 
Sem\tor CL.\RK oí hssouri. Y o u testified thnt yo u do not tlnnk 

thaL the Unitecl States woulcl br ju stificd in HCll a, sLale­
mate by ncither id e being able to cross the Channel? 
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CoNANT. Ycs; I have; I have to make deur in my 

the rca son why I tlunk a negotlatecl peace is a Ilitler 
v1ctory . t won ' t L'ke t hc time to repeat thaL. 

S(•nalor CLARK of ¿.fis ouri. l am jusL trying to geL your vicwpoint, 
Dr. Conanl. In othrr words, your po ition is that Wl' are in favor of a 
dicüüccl peacc in which Gcrmany is conqurrecl cv-cn if it involves the 
UniLed SLuLc•s in war? ' 

Dr. In thc Hitler philosophy i onrthrown, which 
may be a cllflercnl t.lung, If I may say so, from t.he conquNing of 
Gcrmanv. 

SPnaLor CLARK of \Y ell, the ovcrLhrow of Hitler mcans 
Lhe conqucst of Germany, cloes iL noL'? 

Dr. CoN,\N'l'. No; l do not- tllink iL docs hy ncccssity. It may 
require it. r do nol think nny ofuscan tell. . 

SenaLor Cr..\RK of Missouri. But you ar<' in favor of pursuin()' this 
policy, as yo u say, of remlcring thc .this Powt'rs innocuou ? Y ;u are 
in faYor of declaring at this time, l should say, that the Unilcd SLates 
proposP Lo pursue lhc policy of rcnd crin o- thc Axis P owPrs innoeuous 
no mattcr what m!litary and mlYal force"' iL nHty Lake? ' 

Dr. CoN .\NT. Rtghl. 
. SPnalor CLARK of ¿.fissouri. And you n•gard it, as you sa icl again, 
111 Dc•cembcr 1940 , a u matLer of sLratc gy as lo "-hm \\ 'C' cnLer Lhc wur? 

Dr. CoK .\ TT. Yes; muy I c¡uolc thc ('xact statt'mcnl'? I havc iL here. 
St'nr.tor Cr •. \RK of 2-.Iissouri. Yc . 
Dr. CoN ,\NT. This is whal I said in lhaL spccch of November 20. 

I sa id: 
It HeemR clear that a largc majorit.\ ' of the c·o11ntr.'· ¡,., determinecl to give militarv 

aid to Grea l Britai'l, h11t we nlii Rt nO\\' a fundamental que:-1tion which líes 
dPcper. JJo \\·e a;; a free pcople agrrc that the Axi8 Powc rs lllllst be dcfcatecl? 
If wc "Y es, ' ' thcn th c \l·ords "All pos;;iblc airl to th e allics" mean exactly 
what say . Tlwn thcrc are no r<'sen ·a tions in o11r pleclge. lt then bccomcs a 
111 tter of st rategy, ami whcn , if c1·er, material aicl mu:-,t be ,.,upplc ­
mcntecl by direct naval It thcn bccomc:< purely a mattcr 
of st ratcg,\ · whethcr, at so me la ter tim e, act i1·e belligercncy is requirecl. 

s(' ll alo r CL. \ RK of i\[issouri. Thank you, Doctor. I want to com­
plim c·nl you on lwing t.ltr only witnrs ' who hus come beforc this 
committcc who has had tho frankne , to say that. lhis bill is a com ­
mitmPnt t11aL we tli'P going to gct into wnr in ordcr to dcfcat Qprmany. 

Dr. CoN ,\NT. I makt• a commc 11t on that . cnator? 
St>nator CL.\RK of 'fes. ' 
Dr. CoN.\NT. 1 lwg to cliffcr you. 1 h av(' not maclc Lhat 

statnmcnt. 1 saicl whnL I thought thc ;\mcrican pooplc shoulcl do 
not wlult lhis hill p<'rrnits the pc'o ple lo do. ' 

S<'!Wtor CL.\HK of :\Iissouri. You said thi s hill is a stcp toward that. 
Dr. Co Xo. 
Scnntor CL.\R'' of :\Iissonri. 1 think t.he rccorcl so shows. 
Dr. CoN .\NT. J gnn- ns my opinion what tlw American pcoplc 

shou ld do. 
Senntor CL.\RK of :\lissouri. You would rommiL thc American 

peopk to t.IH· OYPrthrow of tlw Axi Po,, ·crs, c' 'cn if it involvccl us in 
wnr'? 

Dr. Co'\ .\ '\T. 1 would, but Ido noL t.hink thc bill clocs il. 
SPniltor CL.\ n1: of \Yhat clocs thc bill do'? 
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Dr. CoNANT. It makes possible a great deal of aid to Great Britain, 
which we have been told will be sufficient to assure the defeat of the 
Axis Powers. 

Senator CLARK of :Ylissouri. It makes possible also the transfer of 
oUT own defensas to Great Britain? 

Dr. CoNANT. Y es; perhaps to .sorne but I thi:t;k best 
defense now is to put all supphcs poss1ble m the fightmg lmes of 
Great Britain. 

Senabr CLARK of MissoUTi. You spoke a while ago of the danger of 
oUT being confronted with a victorious enemy, we being inadequately­
prepared. Well, we shall never .be any more adequately prepared 1f 
we keep on giving away we produce to sorne other power. 

Dr. CoNANT. There is a t1me there. As thc phrase has been uscd, 
we are buying time in the next 60 or 90 days. 

Senator CLARK of MissoUTi. Congress, ncarly a year ago, gr!lnted 
very vast appropriations for military preparedness, and we are not as 
well preparad now as we wcre thcn. 

Dr. CoNANT. I think we are much further ¡¡,long. . 
Sena.tor CLARK of MissoUTi. I think the testimony before th1s 

committee will disclose that. I ha.ve onc other question, Doctor. 
In your baccalaureatc address last ycar you gavc great approval toa 

statement of General Garfield, as follows: 
The English theory of national stability is, that therc must be a J?e!·mamcnt class 

who shall hold in their own hands so much of the wealth, J?Iwilege, an<!- the 
political power of thc kingdom, that they can compel the admrratron and obed ·rence 
of al! other clas ses. 

I s that what you are going to fight for? 
Dr. CoNANT. I am not interested in fighting for anything except 

the United States . 
Senator CLARK of MissoUTi. N either am I. That is the reason why 

I am against this bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Glass, have you any questions? 
Senator GLASS. No; I have no questions. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Byrnes? 
Senator BYRNES. No questions. 
The CHAIRMAN. Dr. Conant, I think you have made it abundantly 

clear, but yoUT testimony is that you see nothing in this bill that takes 
us into the war? 

Dr. CoNANT. Right. . . . . . . 
The CHAIRMAN. You do say that 1t 1s v1tal to mamtam the Amanean 

way of life and dcfcnd it? 
Dr . CoNAN'l'. Y es, Scnator. 
The CHAIRMAN. Andas a last rcsort you would go to war to defend 

it? 
Dr. CoNANT. If it wcre necessary. 
The CHAIRMAN. That is the meaning of your testimony? 
Dr. CoNA T. Y cs. . 
Scnator SHIPSTEAD. Mr. Chairman, I would like to a.sk the w1tness 

a. question . 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Shipstcad. 
Scnator SHIPS'l'EAD. Y o u rcferred to a radio address . M ay I ask 

yo u whcn you mude that address? 
Dr.CoNANT. Yes. Imadeiton Iovember20 . 
Senator SHIPSTEAD. November 20. That was after election? 
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Dr. CoNANT. Y es. 
Senatoi' SHIPSTEAD. Yo u had the same vicws before election? 
Dr. CoNANT. I did. · 
Scnator SHIPSTEAD. And yo u expressed thcm openly? 
Dr. CoNANT. Y es. 
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Scnator SHIPSTEAD. I would say that you did. I want to compli-
ment you on your honesty. 

Dr. CoNANT. Thankyou. 
Senator GLASS. Only the politicians waitcd until aftcr the election 
Thc CHAIRMAN .. You may be excused, and the .committee 

you for your attcntwn. 
Mayor LAGUARDIA. [Applause.j 

CHAIRMAN. Just. a mi:r;ute. This is an opon hearing, but 
durmg thc clays of LL.is the committee has insistecl upon no 

twns . A of a on any account 
occaswn the clearrng of the room m order that we may proceed 

m .order. Yo u may be provokcd to laughtcr at times, ancl nobody is 
gomg to exccptu:m to but wc ask you not to engage in a 
demons.LrRtJOn, solcly m the rnterest of conducting the hearings as we 
have tned to do from the beginning, in orcler. ' 

STATEMENT OF FI ORELLO La GUARDIA , MAYOR OF THE CITY OF 
NEW YORK 

The. CHAIRMAN ... Mayor you have been invited by the 
comnuttec to testdy before It regarclmg the pending legislation. If 
you have !1 preparecl stat1;1ment, you may make it ancl finish it before 
any qucstwns are asked, lf you elect to do so. 'l'he committce is O'lad 
to have you this morning to appear before it. "' 
. Mayor LAGUARDIA. Thank you, Senator, and, if I may, I would 

to J?rocecd for. a few moments . I want to apologizo to the com­
mi ttee for not havmg a preparecl statement· and of comse I cannot 
exl?rcss my- views in cultured and polished of the distin­
gwshed wltness who J ust left the chair. 

I want to make it clear, because of my att itude on this bill that I 
the a.dmiration for Lh!3 coW'age, the gallantry' of the 

Bnt1sh people m the defense of thmr homcland. I believe that in 
centuries to come the description of that couraO'e will baffle historians 
and whcn the epic is written, it will be the e pie"' of civilization and 
names of Hitler and Mussolini will be used only to denote 'a sort of 
mental disorder. 

. I am not the subject, gentlemen, from that point of 
v1ew today. That 1s. why I wanted to make myself clear . I am in 
favor <?f the House bill, H. R. 1776, and Senate 275, which I under­
stand IS an exact .counte1:part of the House bill as originally intro­
du ced, from the pomt of v1ew of pmely sclfish American interests and 
for no others. ' 

I cannot afford to theorize about the date of an attack or the con­
sequence of an or probabilities of an attack. lt so happens 
that I am the cluef execut1ve of a town on the Atlantic coast and I 
want to be realistic and take abso lutely no chances. ' 

Gentlemen, this bill is not at all inconsistcnt with a ncw mili­
tary adoptcd for th.e American peop le by the Congrcss. A 
new pohcy was adopted a httle over ayear or ayear and a half ago, 
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whcn we 0m.barkcd on a program of uational dcfcnsc thc like of which 
has never oven been remotcly contemplaLed in om country, evcn dur-
ing thc last war. 

Let us see what has taken place. After lhe vVorld War-ancl 
many of you genllNncn wcre in the Senate ancl sorne on this com­
mittec wcrc in the House-when sorne of us rcturnecl from ihe Army 
into the I-Iousc ancl Scnatc wc rcally believ0cl thaL we hacl fought tbe 
final war againsL war. From 1919 wc followcd thaL policy up to 
1939 or the latter part of 1938. 

I was a m.embcr of the Committcc on 1tlilitary A1Iairs of the House 
immrdiat0ly aftcr the Armisticc, ancl it was thc last year tbat thc 
legislalivc commilLecs also had jurisdiction over 

Sccrelary of War N ewton Bakcr carne bcfore our commlLlcc for the 
appropriation bills of 1919-20 and askccl for an Arm:y of 1,000,000 
men. He askccl to o-o inlo executivc scssion, ancl wc clld. 

Sccrctnry Bnkcr at thc time statcd lbat he bclicYed wc slwuld kccp 
in a conslnnt statc of prcparcdncss. He was Ycry frank about 1t. 
He want0d 500,000 mcn uncler compulsory mililary scJ"Yicr-lhat was 
thc tNm thcn uscd-and 500,000 roen in thc Rcgular Army. Tbc 
committct' rduscd lhc 500,000 m0n uncler compulsory rnilitary st'I"vice 
and rcportcd out the bill for an Army of 500,000 mcn . 

l wns nrw on lhc committcc. I oH"crNl an amrndmcnt on thc Boor 
of thc Housc, in Lhr facc of a majorily rcporL- thr•rc was 110 mi11orily 
rcporl-rwlucing thc Army Lo 300,000 .. I Wfl:S sL_Ipported by Pcrcy 
Quinn, of Mississippi, who was the rankmg mmonty mcmbcr at the 
time. 

Senator Harrison, I think you wcrL' in lhc House. Scnalor Barkky, 
yo u wcre in tlw Housc. Scnator Bynws, yo u 'vc•n' in tlil' Housr. And 
Lhe Jiousc approvcd the anwnclnwnt, and from that ycar on lhcrc was a 
constanl rccluction in tl1c Army. 

In 19l9 lhc Unilccl SLatcs Navy, built ancl build ing, was 40 pcrcent 
greatcr than any othcr navy in thc world. ll consislcd of 443 ships, 
with n, tonnagc of ovcr 2,000,000. 

In 1922 P1:csiclcnL Harding callecl a navP.l disarm.alllent conf,•rcncc. 
It was presidecl ovPr by lLr lhcn SccrcLary of Stal0, who now gr::tccs 1 b0 
Suprcme Court Bcnch, Charles Evnns uglws. . 

).Ianv of us still rcmcmlJC'r the drmnatlc first scss1011 wbcn Sccrctnr_y 
HLwhcs aftcr a vcry brid slalcmrnl, ofl"rrccl the motion for a draslJc 

in naval a1·mamcnl, ancl it was unanimously approvcd. \Ve 
madc thc bio-o-cst rcduction. \Ye junkNl 755,000 tons, wc scrappecl 
30 capital 11 of tbcm undcr consLruclion, from ll_ p0rccnt lo 76 
pNccnl complt'Lc, and 19 ships which wE-rt' tbcn aC'iually UJ commJSSIOn. 

ln 1928 w0 werc all hnppy whcn our of Slate to 
Pvris lo sign tlll' Briancl-r cllogg Tr0nty wnr ns a natlonnl 
policy; a ncl in 1930 an?thcr con wus m London on 
disarmamcnt, and "·e JUnkcd an acltlltl0nalli3,000 tonsof our _avy. 

Gcntlcmcn, nobocly objcciccllo that. Il Wt1S thC' trcnd thc tmH'S. 
lL was thc hope of thc pcople of thc world , and we contmuNl along 

lincs. 
Enropt' also conünuNl along thosc lincs until thc clay of HitlN, an_d 

finnlly wns caugbt unawar0. Ev0n aftcr lhal, gcntkmen, wc m llus 
conlinucd as bdorr. . 

Howcvcr , I Lhink in thc latter part of 193 or 1939, afiPr 
the rycs of thc American Govcrnmcnl wcrc opcnt>d, and tlll' Prcsttknt 
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the problem to Congress, approved a program 
of ?efcnse. We are now. m the mrdst of appropriations 
and. acqursttwn of the necessary tmplcments and equipmcnt for 

clcfense-the Navy, the Army, and the Air Force-and the 
trammg of the neccssary personnel. 

Now, this _is not _qucstion:d by anyone. There are very fcw who 
appcared before th1s comm1ttee or thc House committee who took 
exception to that program of national defense. 

My is that this _bill is a part of that same program. If our 
appropnatwns for Army and the Air Force and the Navy 
are necessary, then thts b1ll1s Onc can opposc this, gentle­
mcn, and be opposed to thc ent1re program of national dcfensc. 

No_w, why do I sn:y tbat? Gcntlcmen, I say that for this reason. 
I beheve that grantmg a_uth?rity to give or lencl or t:ell imple­
ments of war, as defincd m th1s bill, to Great Britain at this time will 
strcngthen our national dcfcnse. 

If England is victorious and Hitler ancl Mussolini ar0 defcated we 
get off very cheaply. ' 

If England holcls out. a!ld thc Fleet holds out, it will be no 
loss to us, becaus_c by g1vmg of th1s h?lP wc ha.ve maclc that possible. 

wc do not gtve hclp, the adclcd Jmplemcnis n.nd t>quipmcnt and 
slups that we would ha ve would not ha ve valuc in thr face of an attack 
on with England dcstroyed and the British Fleet out of 
comrrnsswn. 

The military maLhcmatics of this situnLion is Lhat thc Unitcd 
Statcs will be thc gaincr in dcfensc by n•nson of mflkirw it pos iblc 
to give this immcdiatc and material help to England. In words 
gentleme!l! as I scc it, we :ue oiicring tbis bclp lo Englancl 
of _our mdttary strcnglh ?f February 11, 1941, hut wc are offNing 
thts help becausc of our m1htary wcakncss as of February 11 1941. 

A cleal has becn said about lhe possibilitics of an The 
techmque of warfarc has changcd, :md we can no lono-01· consicler 
distance as wc clid 23 years ago, whcn wc wcnt to wnr. o 

We know what has taken place in Europc, and wc all know the task 
of England in defcncling its own shorcs. I-Icre is thc situation: 
What is our position, if Englancl bolcls out and Lhe British Fleet 

in commission? _That is our position, ancl iL is a compara­
ttvcly easy one, bccause It makes that we are not engagecl in 
actual warfarc and that wc can utilizo what we have now for the 
defcnse f?Í wcstern and builcl it up, whilc we 
are pushmg md to Bntam to holcl tbc lme. What wc would havo if 
we do not _give aid to Britain, aml Britain cannot holcl out, woulcl be 
worthless m such a clcfcnsc problcm than what we woulcl have less 
what we givc Britain if shc does hold out. 

The seconcl situation is the clcfeat of Englancl and the salvation of 
the British Flect by steaming wcst. That woulcl make our situation a 
Jittle easicr, but yct difficult. 

The third situation is thc defeat of Engl:mcl and thc dcstruction of 
the flect. If that happens, and wc aro noL cngnged in Llw Far East 
we coulcl still protect our shorcs, hut it woulclrcquire all thc might 
that we coulcl muster, ancl wc could not l'scapr lhe possibility or the 
danger of actual attack on somo of our AtlnnLic coast. 
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The _las l situa tio!1, gen tl;mon , is th o sume as the thinl, cxcc pt for 
our bomg nngagc d m tbe :B nr East . Thon wo would b e in a chfficult 
position for sorne tim e. 

Gcntl cm en , I want Lo make it clcar that I am not afraid a.t all tha.t 
this country will be conquercd. Thc unitcd might of Lhc world can­
not conquer us. Vve are impregnable. But I also want to ma.k e il. 
clear that when thnL s ta.tcment is mud e you mu sl take int o consiclcm­
tion the clemcnt of time. It will take time . If we are not enaao"CCl in 
the East , thc Far East, we will be in a very good position clcfend 
ourselv es, I ·would say , by the stm1mcr of 1942. If we are enaa.o·ccl on 
both sidos of our conlincnt, iL woulcl be around 1945 ot· 194"'6 t)cfor e 
we would be in a comfortablc position . 

Lookin g ata map und lcct uring in a cla ssroom on milil ary scien cr, 
one can jud snap onc's fingcr ata year or 3 or 4 or 5 yca r;:; ; IJUL it is 
tough for the peoplc o[ my coast ancl lhc peoplc o[ your ('oas t , ScnaLOL' 
Johnson. 

Ccrlainly , wc are impre gnable. Tlwn • is a cit ud<:>l h crc in our 
counLry, crcaLerl by natur e. But iL is YNY liUlc comforL lo the cilios 
of Lhc Atlm1ti c tmcl tLc citics of lhc Pa cific coast when v,;c tc•ll Lhem that 
tbat ciladcl is east of the Rockic s, and W<:'St of Ll1c Allrgh cnics. W!• 
can u1ways withclrnw lht>rc nnd build up sucb a mighLy fo rce as lo 
chas(' any inYader from our shorc s, bul it takes tim e, ancl th c mean­
tim e woulcl be most unplea RrmL nncl uucomforLabl e. 

A grcnl d<>:1.l hn s been sa id about kel•ping; out of Emopcnn nfl'airs . 
nnd Sl tn•ly WC' do wnnt to k<'<'P oul. lt is not tb at \\ ' l' \nlnt lo 
into Europran ¡1ff¡1irs; ir is lhnt Europ<' wanl s lo grt int o AmC'rican 
nffairs. W c- nr<' so nccuslonwd to lookin g rrl a fla L mnp tha L wc a re 
dec l' ivcd ns lo distn nces. Tb c "·o rld is ¡·onn d , gl' ntl r nwn. Considcr 
tlH' compnrnli n•ly sma ll dista nce bd WN'n lhc most IH'Stl•rly poinl o f 
Africa nnd llw mosl poinl of Brn zil and Uwn lakc lbe nor LlH•m 
parl of tlw globr - Korwny, [celnnd (1 stress Icclund; I wanl to conw 
back Lo tlwl in a momnnt ), Grer.nlnnd , Ln.bríldor. oya Sco tia, und 
your Sln.Ll', "1Jilc , llw Sta te o f :\l ninr; und tnkc into con­
siclerat ion th e mo(krn wcupo ns of wur. Plra sP, gl'nLkmc n , do not be 
clelucled inlo lhC' idcn tluü WC' are absolutc·ly sü fL'. \Yo are nol. TlHJt 
is wh y wc shoulcl not tnkc any cbanccs. 

lt is sa id , "LC't us ke ep out. If Gnrmany wiu s ,,·e will h aVC' a ¡wnce 
trcnly. If Englnnd win p wc will havc pe aco Lrl'aty. \Ve will 
udjust oursrlves.'· WC' cnnnol. H is noL in Lhe curds lhat we will 
be ld t alonc. 

Hitl er has lwe n Y Cl',Y plain, ancl nccc ssn rily so. and so ha s hi s pnrln er, 
bi s sidc-ki ck, h is pul , Mu sso li ni. S lrippin g thcir sla t emen ts of ull 
th e hrng giug and boa s tin g , tlw fnct rrmain s tbat Lltey arr bo th Íll 
n ecd of rxpnnsion, and Emo¡w cannot pro1·icl C' i t. Hitl er has lh (• 
aclvanLagc of thc momcnt , for purposes of war , in that h e ba R LlH' 
Ínclu ;:;tries of C!.rchos]ovakia, a COlUltry whi cb had goo cl indu st ries 
nnd good stccl mill s; ancl Polund ; food from D enmnrk ; Lhe indu str ies 
of Bclg ium nnd H olland; or e from Norway; ancl nll of thr indu st ries 
of uor lhern Frnnce. No miliLnr y commandrr has ever had sucb un 
advanlage. But all Lhat will no L soh 'c bis pcace problt ' ms, ancl he 
knows it. \Yc will be concNnr d as lo our shippin g, as to our Lrudr 
with Sonlh Arn cricn , and wr will be in constant dang or. 

What do sorne of the oppon ents of this bill say? Tb ry aro sincl'L'('. 
They say: "All rigbt; lct us pro ccccl with naLional dcf cn e." I ask: 

PRO:\IOTE OF f';TNJ'F.S 861 

How lon g are wc going to ke cp up Lhis program of national def ensc? 
I ask: Can wc aff?rd to biUions of dollars eve ry year for d<:>fcnse, 
say for a gencr a,tLOn, wluch 1_s exac_lly what will happ<:>n if Britain is 
defeutcd? If we . hav e the nght kmcl of a prace , if Engla,nd is not 
destro,Yccl , ,,.e WIU not hav o to kcc p up this degrcc, this stan dard , 
of clefcnsc . Gentlemen, wc co uld not do it. vVe just co ulcl 
not do It . 

Onc saicl, "O h_, wc will ne ed 10,000 activr planr s, 10,000 
planes m rcse1:ve, and w1th a corresponcling army and navy." 

Do yo_u \\·hat that m l'ans, gcn tl cmcn ? D o wc havo Lo ke ep 
thn l up mu cfimt ely? 

_. A com plete ora ncg? ti_atc•d pca C(' by Hitl er means t haL wc 
\\ J!l, hav o to keep t_h1s up mdcfnHt t•ly; and we cannot afl'ord todo it. 

lhe of Hitler mcans LhaL th c worhl can agn in o·o back lo a 
normal bas1s of armam rnt. "' 
. Tnke the presC'nt m1lit.ary appropriation bill s, t akc tlH' armv Lhat 
1s . eo_ntE>mplatecl, tite ami lhc air for crs. Th(• fiupro­
pnntwn s are nght for lh r cmr rgr ncy, but tho resourccs uot 

_Lo kl'opr 1L up umkr our _system. \Yr cnnnot do what Hitl er 
1s \\e haYo. no co un t n es t.o exploit , no occupic u co un triC's 
wh1ch \\'C' ca n. cxplml fm· tlw sn pmposes; and w<' wou ld noL if we 
coulcl. Tha_t 1 . why \\"C must n •u liz¡• ll1at \\·r ha ve a dir rc l inkrl'SL in 
lh c dd(•ü L of H1 tler a nd his ullies. 
, l l' !1at n pcac <· ml'a n ? Finland has had onc. 

e J>!JlruHI \\"(')'(' \\ i¡><'d o ut. Aus tr ia has had Olle. 
lt IS st mn¡;c \V e must ('Onsili<>I t.lH' trrm "nco·otiaLe d 
pl'aC<'' as 1t 1s un dc•r:>tood toda.y. no L what it mcant when tl1c Scr mon 
on \\U S ¡m• .. wnt (•d lt i, l'lltirrly diff !' renl. 

B('.JOre a ncg olm t<:d ¡>('UC'l' hl't \\"<'C' n l\\'O eoU JJ tl' il's fi o·h Lino- for 
bdtr: ' r d to lw n ghL, w1 th outsiclt' co unlrir s in"'a.ncl 

eunsmg a nr.gotwtecl ()('ílCC', a ll nght, but Lt will not worl now 
bec_ausc thr Lenn s ancl cond 1L10ns hu ' " a. lrPady ])('en sLaLrd . 
des11·e for '.'Le bensra_un 1," room Lo lin• , Lhc "inLcrcsse Gc hieLe"- lhc 

<;Jf mLerest of llw c<:mqucror in thc occupicd cou nLries - t.ln1.L 
1s ,,.11at. 1s by a ncgotwtl>d peace , a.s it is now. 
. A H<'g?tw t.r,d [WlH'C' n•pn•sr n.ts li!'W philo .. ophy toda y, onc whi ch 
Is repul sJYl' to om \\·ny .of th lllkm g, one wlrieh Cl'ttainh · ennnot be 
und ersloo d by anyone ratscd in Llw far W es t. · 
. A negoLiatN I peacP toda}_ might lw illtt strn t('(l by taking a man 

11\' lll f?." out on tlw a lit t lc home. I-Iis ·fam ilv 'is therc. 
Thl'? are happ y nncl hnn g m pcacr as go ocl nci ghbor s . ·He is out 

and workm g m. lh e firld. Hi s wife is coo kin g Lho dinn r r in 
th<:> kltchen, _ami thc cl11lclrrn ür c pla ying a.round. Th en in comrs a 
brut o who vwlatcs thc Sílnct i ty of the hom c, and assau ll s the wif e . 
The hu sband m from work ancl tinds th e bru to sitt inn· at Lhe 
LaO.Jo. The_n h e. s1ts down Lo lalk thing_s onr and is compcllc tl Lo 
ta], e tlll' bHtt c. m n hoarcl<-r. That 1s what a nrgo lia Lcd pcace 
m 0a!1s H1Ller 1s on llw cnd of tlw hnrgain. 

. v\ w <· sny and d_o h!'l'l' 1s to in Europe. lt is tr¡mo,ltlt<'d. 
tak r n m trnnslntwn , co11clusio ns nn• drnwn , nncl thc 

nnprc•ss J?J_llS crcatrd thnt wr are a divided pco ph', wlH'n wr nn· not. 
O_ur _dJYISlf?HS at t.1mcs come from the approach. Th cre is no r eal 
dJYJSIOn w1th those who opposc thi s bill and say: " Le t us makl' a 
lonn to Engüncl. '' Th(' rl<·sin• to help is th r re. There hns bc•cn 
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of on the part of the opponents of this 
b!ll m to see Hitlensm destroyed . Yet every explanatory 
statement 1s m1sconstrucd. 

A_ very engaging and able young gentleman, whom we all admire 
testified bcfore the Committce on Foreign Affairs a few 
ago-Col. _Charles gave his in accordance 
w:tth the nght c_very has to testlfy and express his 
v1ews. What d1d Berlm say? Tlus 1s what Berlín said: 

Hut ab vor Charles Lindberg. Er hat Mut. 
Hats off to Charles Lindbergh. He has courage. 
Tbat is the reaction of authorized persons in Germany. 

A falso impression is created that therc may be sorne in this coun­
try who approve Hitler's goals.. think that if there are such persona 

. they a very, _mdrfferent and unimportant minority . 
In today s papcrs thcre 1s. ¡ust about a paragraph which pcrhaps 

has gone unobserved, the W ar Depa .rtmcnt and in the N avy 
Dopartment. Y o u wlll find lt on the first pago of tho Tribune on 

fifth pago of tho Times. I do not think it appcars in the 
mgton papcrs. 

. There was a reconnaissancc yesterday by Gcrmau planes ovcr Ice­
·land. flew low and Thc purpose was not 
to machmc -gun. Tltcy wcrc taking accuratc clctailcd photoaraphs. 

If yo u will j ust visualizo the mo,p, yo u wiÚ se e that thcsc o planes 
probably too k off fro.m N orwo,y. It is 3: 7 50-mile flight. In m:v time, 
23 years ago, 750 m1les was almost an nnpossible distance for a two­
way These planes made it in comfort, got dowu low, took all 
the p10tures thcy wanted retm;r1?d to their base safely. 

Icclancl be a posltwn for the Gcrman forccs if they 
are contcmplatmg thc mvaswn of England. Thc esto,blishmcnt of 
air ancl naval bases ancl submarino bases in Iccland woulcl be most 
aclvantagcous, ancl that reconnaissance ycsterday was quite significant 
ancl something whi.ch wc shou lcl considcr. ' 

Thcrcfore, when '\YC talk about a possiblc attack, wc must be rcal­
istic. We cannot aírord to say: "Well, it cannot happcn." I wi.ll 
concede tltat my city will not be bombed if the British Fleet holds out 
and England holcls out, and we are not attackcd in the Far East . I 
do not think my city will be atLacked in the first 6 months of the war. 
Ido not think wc woulcl have rcpcatecl and constant attacks such as 
London has sufferccl, oh, for a. year or a yenr ancl a half or But 
2 years is not a very long tin1e to prepare for the clefense of a coast 
such as we have on the Atlantic ancl tlJe Pa.cific. This bill will give 
thc authority to the President which he has not at Lhis time and has 
not without thc bill. ' 

Uncler existing law the Prcsidcnt, thc Sccretary of War, and the 
Secretary of the N avy cannot give one single tcnt away without thc 
authority of Congress. Every ycar resolutions are passed authorizing 
the Secrctary of War to lend tents to the G. A. R. or the Spanish 
'Var Vcterans for their annual oncampments. 

Senator VANDENBERG. Why? 
:Mayor LAGP,\RDIA. Becausc therc is no authority to give away 

propcrty of the United States. And this bill vests with the Presi­
dent--th e only one uncler our system of government who could 
properly be vested wi.th such authority-the authority to give lencl or 
sell t.his macbinery of war as definecl in the bill itself. ' ' 
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The. cha:nce? of war getting involvecl in the war are not increased 
by m my .OPJJ?.ÍOn. If we gct into the war, whether we 

th1s bill or not, will not be by ::my overt act of our own · it will 
be m defense of om nghts or tcrritory or institutions. I stronaÍy urae 
an early passag.e of this bill, and I also pleacl that at the end of the 
debate our sentnnents be made very clen.r to Mr . Hitler ancl his allics 
so the)_' may not be misl!'lcl into .any hope there any 
pat?y m. this country. for. then· theones, therr pol!Cles, then· plans, or 
th01r ultnnate wa.r ob¡ect1ves. 

The CHAIRMAN. havo you any questions? 
Senator HARRISON. " o questwns. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senstor Connally? 
Senator CoNNALJ,Y. No qnestions .' 
The CHAIRMAN. Scnator J'olmson? 
Senator J OHNSON of Ca.lifornia. N ot t rcscnt. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Thomas? 
Senator THOMAS of Utah. N o questions. 
The CHAIRMAN. Sena tor Cappcr? 
Senator CAPPEH. No questions. 
The CHAIHM_o\ N. Senator Van Nuys? 
Senator VAN NuYs. No questions. 
The CHAIUMAN. Senator Vandenberg? 
Senator VANDENBERG. Mayor. .yo u yomself happen to 

occup:r pcr?onally what to my mmcl1s a posltwn of para.mount impor­
tan?e m th1s clefense m.achine. am re!erring to the fact that you are 

of the Jomt Confer.cnce for coordinating 
OUJ mutual wlnch I thmk 1s of extreme 1mportance. 

If my .not picase do not hesitate to say so. 
B ut .m to .wh:.tt genc·rally your joint 
comm1sswn 1s succcedmg m coordmat.mg a plan for the mutual dcfense 
of Canacla ancl the Unitecl States? 

NJ;ayor LAGUAUDIA. Senator, I believe I can say that insofar as the 
tact10al ancl prepara:tory problems ancl coordination are concerned 
that defensivo plans are now in existcnce-always assuming 
that the eqmpment and the personncl are available. 

VANDENBEUG. You a.re proceecling with the ultimate 
ob¡ectlve, I assumc ancl I hopo, tha.t in the event of ultimate attack 
on the Hemisphere that thcre woulcl be complete unity of 
clefense efforts between Canacla ancl the Unitecl States? 

Mayor LAGUAUDIA. Joint clcfense. 
_YANDENBERG. ;Now, may I ask you, since you are probably 

fannhar with. thc ?efense activity, something about the 
extent .to. which those actiVItles go? Is there anything like a lencl­
leasc blll m Canacla? 

ayor N ot yet. I unclerstancl that troops fully 
eqmpped are fmmshed Englancl by the colonies at the expense of the 
co.lo.rnes. W e must remember Canada has a population of eleven 
lll1lhon, only 25 per cent more than .the populat.ion of N cw York City. 

.Senator V ANDENBERG. And ihe1r manufacLures for Britain are 
still on a cash basis? 

Mayor LAGUARDIA. I clon't know what basis they are on Senator 
I lrnow that they are sending troops ancl equipping their troops; 
ancl such navy as they have. 

Senator VANDENBEUG. What is the prcsent conscription law? 
Are you familiar with it? 
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l\llayor L .\GUARDI.\. No; I am no t. . . 
Senator VANDE"BERG. L rt me ask you tbts onc oth cr qm'stion . 

You havr vrry approp riately --
I will withdraw that. . . 
You havc Y<'ry appro priately in(lica.trd your thc 

clcfcnsc of N cw York City if, as an<l wlwn cns ts H'S. Dorsn t 
it becomc a matter finn.lly of dcspcratdy _tmp ortant JUdgmcnt 
thc standpo in t of dcf ensc of York C tty asto how much_o l our 
clefpnsc• pqui pmr 11 t shn.ll go abroad, on tlwory tbat that 1s 
of our dt-fcnse, ami how much must n'mftm n.t bom<', on th <' 
tha,t ,,.e must be clrfcndccl regan llcss of results abron.d? 

:t-.l.a.yor L .\G -c.uwr.\. Right. 
Scnator VANDENHERG. Th at bPconws <t mattcr of trenwnclously 

import n.nt jud gmPnt? 
:t-.ln.yor L ,\G r. \RDL\. It dope; to mr . . .. 
Scnitto r VANDENBJoJRG. And 1 supp ose thcrc· could be \nck dtf-IeiyncPs 

of opinion on that subj cct fl.nd st ill comp lete agrC't'nwrü on thc ul t uua.t<' 
objcctivP? , . 

Jvhyor LA(1U.\RDIA. Y rs, s tr. . 
Srnator V,\NDENBEIW. You woulcl not say ot_tr P?ltcy shou lcl 

b e basrd wholly upon thc thPory tbn.t Grrat Bnbtm \nll ww? 
Ld. me tnrn it n.round. You would agr <'<', would you not, thut wc 

must includ e in our poli cy in connection with this wl_wle problem th P 
possibilit y that cn n with our a id_ cannot wm? 

11ayor LA GUARDIA. \V<' m_usL mclud c m. prog rarn thc 
possibili ty of Eugland's holclmg oL_tL ancl giVmg all a1d to thaL rnd. 
Ancl as part of that progra m t.hPrP IS also <?ur lme of dden e-
Englund' s full and our bcin g ab lr to mP<'t 1t 1t comes. . 

Scnntor VAKDEXBERG. But in UI<' final ana lys ts must not our 
stem from thC' gC'nrral proposiLi on thuL .'..merica is go ing lo 
and N cw York Ci tv will hr el l'ÍPnd c·rl no m a ttN \Yho wms? 

.:\1avor L .\.G U.\.HDU .. Evl'ntually. 
Scn.nlor Y cs. 
.:\-1ayor l u\Gr.uwr.\. Ewutually. 
RPriator V.\1\'DE:\"BJoJHG. Tha L is all . 
The CHAITl.M.\N. Senator 1lurrily'? 
Scnalor MUJm.\Y. No qupsLions, \h. Chairman . 
The CHAIRMAN. Sen ato r Vi' hitt'? 
SPIIa lor \\'mTE. No questions. 
Th c CHAmM.\.N. Se nalor P eppcr? 
Senator P EPPEH. No quesLions. 
Thc CHAIRM.\!\. Srnator Grcrn? 
St>nato r ÜHEEX. No qurslions, i\l.r. Chairman . 
Th<' S<•nato r Shipstr'acl is abscnl. 
ScHRtor BAHKLEY? 
ScnaLor B.\.RKLEY. Jusl on e qu<•slion, .\[ r. Cha irm an. . 
Mr. Mayor, a frw clays ago Jud g:<' O'Rric'IJ, of CourL of 

Rcl ations 'in Krw York and "\fr. Goodwin t<'SttfiPd hl:'rt', and_ durmg 
their tcstimolly t hcy indicatcd that Ke.w York Cily_, onr \\·luch you 
h a-vr thc h on or to prcs id (• as mayor, 1s nO\\. scct lun g ancl ll_tc 
pas sagr of 1his hill mighl prpcipilntc what t h<'y rall a rc\-olutJOI\ m 
thr city of K cw Y orle D o you car<' to any comment on 

Mayor LAGUARDL\. If I kncw thP commJtt cc want\d Lhnt kwd of 
testi.ffionv I co uld Lave gottcn you bcttPr conclu s tons from our 
psychopathic ward. 
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ScnaLor B .\RKLEY. I think that is a sufficie nt <UJSIH'I' lo mv qupstion. 
TbaL is all. · 
Thc SPn1ltor Rcynolds '? 
ScnaLor REYNOLDS. No quesLions. 
Th c Cr·L\IHM.\ N. S(1llato r Guffey"? 
Senator GuFFEY. ro qu es tioJJ S, .:\h. Cha irm an. 
The CHAIRM.IN. St•JHtto r NYE? 
SenaLor NYE . Nonc, Chairman . 
Th c CH.\IRl\1.\N. SPnator Gillcllc? 
Sc_naLor GrLLET'm. :t-.1r. Chairman, jus l two questions. In th e con ­

parL of your staLc mcnt , Mayor LaGuard ia, you sLal<'d , I 
bchcv c, If I unclcrstood yo u , that tbr purpo sr of lhis bill was to en ubl e 
thc Prcs iclcnt lo do what he could not do now- lhat h p could not now 
without Lhe cons<'.nL of Cong ress, giv c awny as muclt as onc tc-nt: 
Thcn purpo se of thc bill is to enablc him , if n pccssa ry, or if he 
dccms lt ncccssary, to gtv c away nny of tit e defl 'nsc nrticl cs that we 
ha ve. 

Mayor LAG U.\.RDL\. That is rig ht. 
ScnaLor GrLLETTE. Ami h P could do so wh Ptbcr iL is a Lcnt or a 

battlcship? 
Mayor L .\ÜU. \RDI.\.. That is right. I tbink it is lcasr, lend , or gi;-e, 

isn ' t it? 
Senator GrLLETTE. L(•ase, lend, or othPrwisp di sposc of. Thc word 

"givc" i not u sed ; il is "oLhcrwisc dispose o f." 
Thc_ quC'sti?n that I to ask you is tbis, 11.ayor La­

Guarcltil . You nry fnmkly an( l mgl'nuou sly , and 1 thin k lwn cst ly- I 
am bon est ly--:-pre scntNl tl1c poss ibiliti cs of thrw ty p<'S of pcace 

I b¡:h rvP . thP _first wa.s thc wiun ing of th is war by th e 
Bnt1sh Emptr <', m wlu ch SI tuatwn WC' would not be g rr<l tly wonicd. 

Thc scro nd WilS pcrhnp s a ddPat of t he Briti sh Empin' but thP 
<'SCapc Of the nl'Pt to Wherr it might bP a,\' ll.ilablP to li S. 

Th c thircl poss ibilit .y wa. · tt clcfPn. t of tbc Briti sl1 Emp in· and thc 
of the fl <'Pt. I would lik c to rall yo ur attention to anotbcr pos­

' tbillt y that you 110t l1ad in mind - tlw poss ibility that 
Grent Bn ta m not so long ago when one of j¡pr Allies, Bclgium , 

m an uncxpec tccl wn..v negotw,trd a pC'acc ]pft lwr with a mpnac<'d 
itrmy strandccl !1.\nl.y from hcr shor cs, amllatc-r thc collüpsc of a.noth(•r 
Ally upon whom sli P dcpPndcd trrmendously kavina lwr in a dcs­
pcrat e s i tuation, an d a situation wb ich lms n'ot vPt its cul­
mination in thc atte mpt s of Qprmany to secun' ·pa .rt of thc Frpnch 
bases ancl French FlN't. · 

. will ask Y? U is i_t not _propcr for us _to consid er thc fourth possi­
bJbty , that ctthPr mte n twnall v or unmtrn tionallv voluntarilv or 

_if we pbccd onr sPive s in thp po sition oi an ally of Grcat 
Bntam w c m1ght bL' plaCl'rl in that samp sitwttion. 

M.a.yo r LA ÜUAlWI.\. Jf W<' n.rr>, 1 think we will lutn• troub lP for thc 
next 25 or 30 V<'ars. 
. Senat?r <;trLLETTE. If that Lmfortuna Ü' r\'Pnt shoulcl tnkP pl a,cc, 
1s tb cr e JUSttfiPd h Presy on thc par t of thosl' of us >vho bdicvc thn.t we 

bend <•v cry C'Íl'ort to build up our dcfC'Jlses for any of thcse 
contmgencics. ratht•r tlln.n el iss ipn.tc our el den se artirlt's? 

. Mayor N ot criti c ism , Scnator . Thcrc is j ust that 
of opinion. In othcr word s, l am willin g to hauk on that 

fifth UllCOYcred carel. Out west we ha, ·e ¡¡ gamc with four Cilrd¡¡ 
expo sc d and thr fifth car el not exposccl. 
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Scnator GrLLETTE. I haven't the slightest idea what you are 
talking about. 

Mayor LAGUARDIA. I am willing to bank on that covered carel, 
which is England's holding out, and England's not pulling a Belgium 
or a France on us. 

Senator GrLLET'I'E. Thank you. 
The CHAIRMAN. Scnator Clark? 
Senator CLARK of Missouri. Mayor LaGuardia, you spokc of Lhe 

necessity of the right kind of peace. Are you in favor of Lhe proposi­
tion announced by Dr. Conant herc a litLle while ago, that we ought 
to commit oursclvcs to going into the war, if necessary, to defeat 
Gcrmany and Italy? 

Mayor LAGUARDIA. I don't know what Dr. Conant had in mind. 
What I thought he was trying to say was that therc will be no peace 
until Hitler is destroved. 

Senator CLARK of Missouri. That is what I am asking you. If 
necessary to defeat Hitler, are you in favor of the United States 
declaring war or, rather, going to war, whether we declare it or not? 

Mayor LAGUARDIA. Now, let us understand each other. In the 
first place, the matLcr of getting into the war is cntircly in the hands 
of Congress. 

Senator CLARK of Missouri. Both you and I lmow, oí course, that 
there are many ways of going to wfir without Congress declfiring war. 

Mayor LAGUARDIA. Under present day conditions, if we are 
attacked, I suppose we are not going to wait. For instance, if one of 
om warships is fired on, I don't think any commandcr is going to say, 
"Wait a minute. I have to ask the capLain whethcr I can fue baclc" 
I don't tlúnk he would clo that. I think he would fire back. 

Senator CLARK of Missouri. Since I have been acquainted with 
you, Mayor LaGuardia, the Unitecl States has invadcd with­
out any declaration of war on the part of Congress, hasn't 1t? 

Mayor LAGUARDB. It went to Tampico once; and we chased Villa. 
once. 

Senator CLARK of Missouri. We sent a whole division of troops to 
Vera Cruz, didn't we? 

Mayor LAGUARDIA. Y es. 
Senator CLARK of Missouri. v\Tbat I am trying to get at, Mayor, is 

whether it is necessary to beat Hitler to bis lmees to bring about a 
dictated peace? 

Mayor LAGUARDIA. It all dcpends upon just how Hitler 
Personally I believe if England can hold out and wc can get supphes 
and munit.ions and weapons of war over thcrc, Senator, that an 
invasion of Europe will not be neccssary to lick Hitler and Mussolini. 
I think one of bis allies or the prople of one of his allics are weakening­
now. 

Senat.or CLARK of 1\l!issouri. I don't blame them. 
Mayor LAGUARDIA. The Italian people have no desire to become 

the "giardinieri della Germanía," or gardeners for Germany. And that 
is what they are going to be unless they break away from Mussolini. 

N ow, then, by England holding out and Hitler having these occupied 
countries and their industries for ycars, he has a responsibility to 
ful:fill in these occupied cOtmtries. He has to take care of them and 
maintain them. By hclping England hold the line I think the thing: 
is going to crack up. 
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Senator CLARK of Missouri. Y our friend, William Allcn White, and 

my friend, recently gave a in which he said the only 
reason he was on the comm1ttee of wluch both of you were members 
was to keep the country out of war, and if he werc makincr a motto it 
would be "The Y anl>::s are not coming," and yo u wrote him a letter 
and called a Laval, which is, very justly, a term of opprobrium at 
tho present trme. 

Does thali mean that you think the motto of this country should be 
••The Yanks are coming"? 

Mayor LAGUARDIA. My good friend William Allon White, for whom 
I have a great deal of affection, ohanges his mind. At one time I 
thought he had very good judgmcnt, when he thought that I would 
make a good President of the United States. But he changed his 
mind on that and I didn't mind that so rnuch. . 

Senator CLARK of Missouri. And it was natural for you to call 
him a Laval? 

Mayor LAGUARDIA. He rather smprised us. It was the surprise 
that caused me to make the Laval reference. 

CLARK of Missouri. I would like to have you answer the 
questwn as to whether you are willing even if it takes us into war. 

Mayor LAGUARDIA. I am willing to go to the defense of our shores 
our institutions, and the maintenance of peace of the Western 
isphere. 

Senator CLARK of Missouri. So are all of us. But are you willing 
to go to war to insure a dictated peace in Europe? 
. Mayor LAGUARDIA. If that implies om danger, we will be sucked 
mto it, whether we like it or not. 

Senator of Missouri. If we are going to be suckcd into it, 
whether we hke 1t or not, wouldn't we be in an infinitely better position 
to defend ourselves if we had all of the military equipment Lhat we 
possibly could have? 

Mayor LAGUARDIA. If we had it today? 
Senator CLARK of Missouri. Y es. 
Mayor LAGUARDIA. Y es; but we haven't got it today. 
Senator CLARK of Missomi. W e are not getting it very fast when we 

transfer 90 to 95 percent of om airplane production to Great Britain. 
LAGUARDIA. We are gaining time and getting the necessary 

eqmpment while England is holding the line. 
Senator CLARK of Missouri. Congress authorized 6,000 planes 2 

years ago, and the War Department officials told us that it was ample 
for protection of the United S tates; but the planes, uncler aid 
to Bntam, have been turned over to Britain, haven't they? 

Mayor LAGUARDIA. That is a very useful purposc. 
Senator CLARK of Niissomi. We don't have the planes, do we? 
Mayor LAGUARDIA. No; but if we had all of the planes and England 

fell, th<: planes would bave practically a minus quality whcreas 
everythmg we are able to produce in the mcantime is just that much 

<()n the credit side and we are replenishing and increasing our supplics 
while England holds the line. 

Senator CLARK of 1Iissouri. If we were confronted with war we 
would not have the weapons that we have transferred, would we? 

Mayor LAGUARDIA. We would have more all the time. 
Senator CLARK of Uissomi. If England should be defeated in the 

war the very planes which we have transferred to them might be 
:used against us, might they not? 
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LAGC.\.RDIA. No; I don't think so. 
Senator CL.\.RK of :-.Iissouri. Somr of thr planes we sold to FrancP 

were tHken by thr Germans ancl used against thE> Britisb. . 
LAGU,\RDIA. The way lhe peoplc of England are brhavmg, 

Senator, then• will be no conquc•st of England and no surrrnder by the 
British proplr. 

Sc·nator CLARK of .:\lissouri. En•rybocly thought tl1rrr woulcln't 
be any eonquesl in FrHnce, too. .\Ir. Churchill statcd in his speech 
tha t tl1C' Frrnch ha el pro mi sed sp(•ri fica ll.v not to let those planes fall 
into lhe hands of lhe Germans; bul lhey not only let the planes fall 
into the hand of lhe Gernums, but thrn• wrre the German pilots to 
fl:r them . 

.\lHyor L.1.GCAROI.\. That was a complete surrencler, wasn't it? 
Sen·a Lor CLAHK of Y es; and after the Frencb had gt ven 

tbe same assurances that tbe British bave that they nevcr would 
surrender. 

That is all. 
Thr CHAIRliL\K. Scnator Glass, l1ave you queslions'? 
Senator GLASR. No; .\Ir. Chairman. 
The CHAIR!IIAN. Senator Byrnes? 
Senator BYRNES. :-.layor LaGuardin , is iL or is it nota fact that the 

production of our planes has bcen greatly incn•ased in rccent monLhs? 
L .\Gt;ARDL\. Oh , ycs; they llav e been increasing in rccent 

months. Thl'l"e is more ra piel prod ucLion. . 
Senator BYRNES. Are you sufficientl:r familiar with the situatton to 

know whet.her we are procming impro, ·cd planes instead of the planes 
that were manufnctured before Dunkirk'? 

Mayor LAGLI.\.HDI.\. Y es; .we are. But,. genlh•men,,you. must Lake 
inLo consideration the rapiclnnprovl'ffi<'llt m thr art of acnal warfa_rc. 
Now, piense don'L ex:pect the Anny nnd NHNY keep us supphed 
with large r¡unntitics of planes th aL nwel the reqlllrements on the day 
tha .t they ul'e becausc, if you do that - and ll1aL has becn 
om· fault - we will Jll'Yel' get inlo production. . 

Senntor Wbat must be done beyond the adopl10n of the 
type of plane that is the very bcst . . . 

.\1ayor put.thalmto ma, s p_rocluetwn nnd. ll, 
and thrn eonlmue rxpenmentmg; but t chstmb tlwt p10du.ct10n. 
This is what happens, Senator: as new unpro, ' cmctlts 1!1. Llw 
arl of a erial warfa n•- na turn lly cverymw herP stops to mq mrr 1f W(' 

have them. Thev take time Lo clcvc•lop, hO\V('VCl'. 'l'he first typP 
alway hns a lol ol "bugs' · in it , ancl iL must be producecl ancl 
Thus, wlwn \\"C' talk n.bout the lates( type, you mnst t.hat 1t 
menns the latl'sL type at the dale wlH•n lhat plane was put mto mass 
produclion. lf it is proclueed , bu t. ha.s be.en 
since that tinu• vou must nol br m1pallt'nL or chssabsfiPd w!Lh ll. 
beca use tha t is thi· only wny we cnn gel planr s pr?cluced. Let us Lab• 
all such planrs, and ll1en ns improYrmr11ts come· m, P.u.l th.r nr\\ · lypes 
into production n.s " ·ell , bul you cannot changr spccificatwns day by 
da y nn<l c•x¡wct pro el uclion. . 

Senator Bnt Do you think th11L ns a. n'stlll of t.he passagc of Llus 
bill would probably ir1erca <' thr proclnction of planes? . 

.\Iayor L.\ÜUAHDLL Ido not know . I assume \YE' are proclucmg to 
the maximum now. 

Senalor BYRNER. You do nol Lhink it coulcl be cxpanded? 
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l\Ia.yor LAGU.'I.RDIA. It must be expanded. 
Senntor BYHNES. You rcfPrrecl to your service in thc House of 

Representa ti ves. Yo u lcft th c llouse· lo enlist .in the Air Sl•rvice in 
t.hc World War, did you not? 

l\layor LAGU . .\.RDIA. Y es, sir. 
Sena .Lor BYHNES. Dicl you sen 'r abroacl'? 
l\1a.yor LAGU.\RDIA. Yes; I had one Lwo-millionth parL in making 

the \\·orle! snfc for democracy. [Laughter.] 
Sena.tor BYRNES. In what capaciLy did you serve? 
l\Iayor LA GUARDIA. I was in thr Air Scrvice. 
Sena tor BYRNES. \Vhat was your rn11k in it; .:viayor? 
l\fayor L .1.Gr .\HDIA. I ''Tent, iu as a Jicutenant, nnd cnmr out a 

major. 
Senator BYHNES. As a ll1l:111b('r of thc• Joint Commis . ion, lu1ve you 

been studying the situation lwving in mind the dcfense of the United 
Sta tes, as wrll as of Cana da? 

Mnyor LAGU.\RDL\. The Bonrd consists of naval , miliLary ancl air 
officet·s of the LVIro countries who an• rxpcrLs , tacticians. have 
worked ouL the plans for a joint dcfrnsr against l1rmisplwric atLack in 
tlw norLh - Canada and thc Unil('d Statrs. 

Senator Thnt is all. 
The CH.\IIDL\N. Senator Harrison, haYe you any questions? 
Senntor I bav c no quc·stions. 
Thc :-.fnyor LaGuardia , the commiLteP appreciatPs 

your appearance hcre, and you may be excused, and we thank you for 
coming. 

S('nator CL.\HK of l\lissouri. Mr. Chairman, may I ask the mayor 
one furlher question? 

The CHAIHJ\IAN. Ccrtainly. 
St•nnto r CLAHK of .\1issouri. Sl•nalor Barkl(•y nskt•cl you 

übout .Judg-r O'Brien. I bnve no purticulnr brirf for Judge O'Brif'n, 
but dicl you noL nppoiut him lo two clifi'C'renl judicial posiLions? 

L .1.ÜUARDIA. Scnator ClHrk , I hnve maclr somr vrry l'Xcd-
lent appoinlments, ancl I think I am good, hut when l makc• a mistnke, 
it is a "beaut," and hP is one of my mislakes. [Laughter.] 

Sem1tor CL.·\RK of .\Iissouri. Tlwl'e Wt'l"l' baltlrs in Uw streetl::. of 
1\pw York dnring llw 'Var , W(' J'(' iherc nol? 

.\Iayor L.\Gt:ARDJ.\. Oh,}'(' . ; bul LuGuardia was not mayor. 
Scnator CL.\RK of :\Jissouri . I ll1ink you will be able to prolert 

thnt city. 
:\[ayor LAG LT.\RDH. I think so. 
Thc CH.\IH.\IAK. The eommit.tc·e will lake a n•c(•s until 2 o'clock. 
(Thcreupon, at 12 o'clock nnc.l 25 minutes p. m., the commiLlPe 

took a n·c·css tmlil 2 p. m.) 

:\FTER HECESS 

The H'cess ha> ing expirwl, the commitlee r('convrn ed a.t 2 p. m. 
<llld p1·oeec•(kd further. aR follows: 

Thf• CHAIJUL\N . .\la.\ r I süy brforc nny trstimony is commcncrcl 
that the commitle(' ha s been in conslm1L scssion for 14 days, 14 work­
ing clays; and iL ha s h('l'n tlw of lhe committ.N' that tlH•n• be no 
drmonstration? 

I a. k the audience thi afternoon to failhfully observe lhe requr t 
of the commiLtre tha t ther e be no demon sLra tion. Things may occur 
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870 h . d the committee oí 
that will provok e some laug .terh, an ature But demonstratwns 
-course that human n!lture lS uman n . 
are quite a thlmdgb lled to insist upon the of 

The comJmttee wou e I am sure that it Wlli not be 
the room if there were vou will observe this request 
necessary to do that, cer am J • • 

that is made by is Hon. V! L. Willkle, 
Beforebthe d to testify on the pencling legtslatwn. 

who has een mV1 e 
L WILLKIE 1940 REPUBLICAN 

oF THE uNITED STATES 

·m . may proceed with sucb formal 
The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Wl yoA questions will be postponcd 

statement as you have to mad'-e. r statement. . 
until after you have completerinyobefore your today m 

Mr. WILLKIE: I. appea ·gchairman and the suggestwn of s?me 
response to the mV1titwn o{ be hcre to make whatever contnbu­
of your members. . am. g a f ol ·m ortant measme before you. I 
tion I can to the dtscusbswtn o t interestccl, as each of 
·come notas an u . as onc 
you is, in thc vltalissucs country I ha ve not been able to 

Owing to my absence roro e 'but su eh as I ha ve read 
follow ull of the de?ates of dcmocraey at 
seem to m.e to an aroused, and yet, 
This is an m "rhlCh ehohon rticipat cd in tbe diseussions, b.oth m 
few exceptwns, those ·who ave pa . ha ve done so withou t acnmony 
Congress ancl thcTchouftry'l pses from that high standard 
and without pcrsonahtws. e ew a 
hav e been . . l a mcasme as this, that wc be 

It is important lJ?- discussmg suWe must not hiele important facts 
absolutely honest With draw thc proper inferences from the 
and we must ha ve the com i!='e b lod()'ina around corners. It must 
fact.s. D?mocracy lVe f e WhaLever I say today represcnts 
think strmght and act comagcous y. , . l f the situation both asto 
my personal cfiorLs and my honcst appmtsa o 
tlie facts and tbe infercnles. f t ful decision to make at this time. 

American democracy 1aS a. a e le have not yet fully grasped 
I fcel that perhaps onsibility \Vith rcgard to it. 
the extent of the cnsis, loÍ of t t ll" invasions too little frank 
There has bcen too ml ulc 1 oose with which are fac ed and 
discussion of thc rca e angers- "' . el 
concerning which we are forced e.efore us I want to outline 

In general, two great we clread to choose, 
them briefly because, no ma er .el 1 

. ' th cannot be avol ec. . 'th' a choice betwce!l .em a tion that America wlthclraw Wl m 
One alternativo lS thc. su¡s"'es h ld build up our own defenses 

herself. According tol this our shores. It is said 
and not conccrn ourse ves Wl t , the strongest navy, and the 
tbat if we crea te t?-e army rcssor will ever strike at us, 
stronaest air force m the wor ' no. u"'g 
and tberefore we will ?ü: will inevitably result 

But I um of .the ofpmwn. ila l'bertics the loss of our freedom, and, 
in the destructwn o· our ClV l ' 

eventually, war. 
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For about a decade this country has maintained its standard of 
living by Federal cleficit financing. If we now lock oursclves up within 
our own shores, tbe need for dcficit financing will increase. In addi­
tion the hugc expenditures for defcnse will perhaps douhle our dPbt. 
The'in evitable rcsult of such a policy will be a decline in thc American 
standard of living, the demornliílation of our economic systcm, and a 
weakenin g of our dcmocratic institutions. 

At the sume Lime, if we isolatc ourselvcs, Britain may have great 
difficult y in surviving. No mun can say, ut this time, whether or not 
Britain can win this war witlwut our assistance in supplics, ships, and 
armam ents . But wc do know that if she is dcfeatcd, the totalitarian 
powcrs will con Lrol the world. They will control not only Euro pe, 
but, probably also most of Africa. They may also control the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

Uncler Lhose circmnstanc<.'s, Gcrmany would prohably make a 
driv e-wheLh<.'r cconomic or militury - on Latín Amcrica¡ und perhaps 
Japan would also make a drive southwarcl towarcl the East Indios. 
Thus Lhe United Statrs ancl Oanada would be ringed about hy totnli­
tarian powers, using totulitarian meLhocls of lrade, unfriendly to the 
Unit ed Statcs, and not rcluctant lo fight . 

In my vicw, such a culamity would ha ve two results. First, in order 
to compete with those powcrs, we oursrlves would have to adopt 
totalitarian control s. W e woulcl lose our libcrty hcre at hom e. But 
seconclly, I bclicvc that the UniLcd States would evcntua lly be drawn 
into war against one or more of those powcrs. They \vould so cramp 
us and hindcr us and infringe u pon us thaL we would be forcccl to fight. 
In that evenL W<' wnulcl b0 fig-hling, alone, a diffcrcnt battle in the samc­
war that Briluin is now figltling. 

Thc trouhle with the idea Lhat \'iC can withclraw with.in outsclves 
is that it is too simpl e. I t has no regard for thc way the worlcl is 
acLually built. Grent nations cmmot isolat e themselvcs. With our 
moclcrn communica tions, and mcUJlS of transport, including the u.ir­
planc, thcy are woven into lh<' rcst of the world. 

The other alterna ti ve tha t faces the American people toda y Í:-; more 
reali stic. It rccognizes the interdependence, not onl:v of men, but of 
ideas und principies. Accorcling to this view, which 1 share, an 
attuck ugainst liberty in onc part of the world is a threílt agninst 
libert y in nnothcr part of the world. lfliberty is destroyed in Britain, 
thi s constitutes u real und immcJiate threut to lib<.'l'tv in the Unitcd 
States . -

But we mnst not mukc thc mistake of narrowing thc cntire discus­
sion to thc cause of Brit<lin. Y\ithin the Germunlines, there are half 
a doz;en nations where liberty has becn crushed. Our c.oncern i 
broad er than the wclfare of any single nlltion. It is that Lue urea of 
freedom be as lnrgc as possible. Britain prevuils the enslavcd 
dem ocracies of Europe willrevi,-e. 

It is only whcn there is a large intcrnational area of freedom that 
we can avoicl totaliLarian methocls of tracle. It is only in snch un 
urea that we can tmde ancl compete with free peoples, who loYe peace­
as we do and who have a respect for law. We do not haYe to define 
precis ely how largc thn.t area must be. But we know that it must 
exist in the future, if we are to exist in liberty. 

This is what aid to Britain really meuns: N ot to work for Britain 
but Lo work with Britain to dcfend an urea of freeclom. 
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The American pcoplc , nml Congr f'ss, ar alreMly con1.mitt0d to the 
aid-to-Britain program. The opposition to the prcscnt bill, U. R. 
1776. has not for thc uJo:ot part becn bas ed upnn opposition to <1 polir:">· 
of Britain aid. Jt has lJ('rrptccl tl 1llt polic·y. And \\·e 11re fortuntlt .e, I 
believe, in achie, ·ing such a hi;...-h deg-rre of nutionnl on this 
importuut issue. 

N cYerthrlr s.' , J frl'l nn rnn higlwr of unity might be achien•d 
in the light of tiH• hrondcr nsprcts 1 lta,·e tnnched upon. I lw ,-e lte11nl 
mnny eynicttl things said in this cotmt ry of late. 1 hennl it 
saifl thnt al! tltis talk ubo11t liherty is ju ,;t British propaganda to get us 
in volved in war. BuL r know the AmerÍC;lll pcnplc ,;tnncl for 1iberty. 
and t.hey ure Heithe r af rnid nor aslmmed to stand for it. 

The policy of full aid to Britain pro,·ides them wiih Uwir Ul't->t­
und I belie,·r tlH•ir onlv - ehnncr t0 defrud IibNtv without - themselYeE< 
going to \Vllr. This brings meto a consideratiOJ1 of thc par ticular bill 
that is beforc tite committec. 

lf wc are going to adopt a policy of aid to Britain, iL is above all 
occessary to make lhaL To _rende_r inc.;ffective aid 
would be clisastrous. Ineffectivc atd would g1vc HttlCI' J us L as goocl 
a prctcxt again t 11s as dfcctive aid. But if our aid is inefiectivc 
Britain may go down. 

Thc rec¡uircmenLs of Brit<Jin are fairly <?bvio_us and k11own. 
Thcy divide Lhcmsclvcs into two catogorws-tmmcdwte requ¡remcnt ;;: 
and long-term req u ircmen t.s. . . . 

The long-t<'rm suc h as !num_twn s, and 
ships, are now vcry largely m couL·se of m tlus country. 
We are buildin g as fasL _as wc can. IL \\"111 be many, Imll_l)' 
mon Lhs bcfore our eA orts beg m to show s1gmfica n l rrsults. O m an·­
craH program, for insLance, will pro,·ide _a littl<' help in 1941 but it 
will not begin to givc Britain supremacy 111 the mr unLd l 943. . 

The hopo is that wi th the fulfillm<•nL of thosl' long-tt>rm rer¡Uire­
ments Britain will attain a complc•tc suprcmacy over Gennuny. 
But Britain may not hold out long Lo usC' of_ those futun• 
materials and weapons unl<•ss ce•rU11n tmnlC'dwte n•qmr<'m<'nls_ are 
fulfilled. And thes0 immcdialP rec¡uiremenl s han• tbe most du·pct 
bearing on thc prcsc•Jll bill, H .. R. 1776. . .. 

Britain's "reatrst hazard JS nol tbP bombmg of lwr cttl(' . I 
reccntly visiLcd many of thc norlhNn to_wns. Thr 
tion that l saw " ·as piteou and hcar t-ren chng, lmt It \\·as not prunnnly 
a destruetion of produclin facilili('s. . . . . . 

May I inLcrjrct , gcnLlcmen? lf :v:ou vtsitcd_ ctt1es, _a:=:: 
I havc , you \YOuld believe in the chvme mtervcnl1on m thc 
livP s of mC'n hecause tah citiC's like Coventry, where bloeks on blork"' 
of \\·ere and d0stroyed completrly; yet industrial 
plan Ls were left un Louchrd, altbough they werC' thc ta rgt>ts. 

The dama o-C' to Britain's industric•s has so fnr bern n•latlvC'ly small. 
Britnin 's gr<'a test har.nrd is, ratlwr, the el estruction of 

Britain now brcathcs chieflv thro11gh lwr 11orthern ports . lt JS essC'n­
tial not only tbat thesc bC'. kept opC'n, b11t that they be kC'pt supplied 
witl1 enougli shipping to m<•et the nC'rcls of the pcople aml t_lw 
requircmPJlt of th<• militlll'y procur<•mpnt program. Yrt \l ay 
1940 , Britain lost an average of nl'arly 60,000 tons of_ sluppmg prr 
wcC'lc- almost thn•e tinws her pn•sent rate of constructwn. 

Now thC'rC' han bC'C'll suggesLions bC'forP this committee to the efl"ect 
that the way to aid Bri·t;ain is simple, to nppropriatC' a certain number 
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of billions of clollars and to tum these oYcr to her credit so that she 
may procure _whatcYt'r she necds. A number of ha>e bcen 
urged for th1 l!H'thod of procedure, ancl mm1y of aro-uments 
hav e grcat ment. o 

Ido not f_ccl tl1at the granting of crcdits can pro,·iclc 
thc _cflcctl:·c mu_nC'dJUt(' a td that _I rdt•r to. ThC' problem is rathcr 
thc unmedmte chsposttJOn of cquipnwnt. MucL of this equip­
mcnt cannot be purchas0d at any pnce, bccnusc th0 owner is the Unitcd 
Statcs GovernmC'nt. 

It st·<:m tlwt unclN the• donwstie la,rs üt present in force 
Umü•d Stllt<•s 1s unabl t• ío ddiHr Slicl l l'qu ipn wnt toa bellignent 

cnmbcrsome and l<'ngthy subtc rfu ge. 
. For '!lstance, tak<' th<· cas0 of de•stroyers. Rc•cently wr disposecl 

of 50 o_f our t" d estroye' rs trad i.ng tLem to Britain for 
bases m tlns Britain dcsperatc ly nC'cded those de­
stroyers a maJonty of our p(•ople felt that she shoulcl lutYe 
them. _1 et ts a qucstion the mincls of ma.ny lawyers 
concenung the of domest1c law in that instance. Nlany 
feel the tf not the letter, of thc law was v·iolated. 

_Bntam rwecls st dl mon' destroyo·s; all(l, g<•ntlrnwn of tite eom­
mtttec, nryd s tbem clespC'rntdy. ::\·[(•rclwnt ships m·<· making­
thc wtthout JH'Hrly enough protl'ction; in sonw cases 30 or 
40 s}ups may be' b:y 01_tl.v a coupJ<• of dC'stroy<'rs. 

If W(' arC' to atd Bntam <'fie•etiwly, \\ ' <' sltould provicle hcr " ·ith 
from 5 to 10 destroyNs a month. \Y<• s hould he• ablC' todo this direcllv 

swlftl_y ralhl'l" tlwn lhrough tll(• rigamnrol< · or dubiou s leo·nlistíc 
"' 

IncidenLally , if_,':'e arr to d<•slmy<·rs aYnilablc· to Britain , 
W<· should In· on dll!Oil liH•m 111 tlu s c·ountrv in our o\\·n nn·cls. The 50 
destroyC'l"S th<tt \\"(' ddiH·n·d lo llw Brilisll so me monlhs ao-o llave 
pro ved t _o wing to eollgC'stion all(l the iiwrtage 
of mcchmue s, BnLn1n found tt diffi.cult to reeondition nll of lhrm at 
once. 
, I _bcliyvr actually a_ll of them han nol as y('[ b(•en reeonditioncd. 
rhcrr ch_fficulty I S t\\·ofolcl. this is a \\"HJ" of nwchanic s, and thl'ir 

arp bsod)('_d f!lUCit 111 olh<•r vors; al1CI, ' eco nd !y , in 
thc• and lhe rrbuildi11g of thcir lnrge tonnage, 

praet10ally all of the•n· s lip s are fillrcl; and, tll<'rdore, it is wry difficult 
for them to rccondi tion UtesP destroyrrs. · 

At the same time , of c-oursc, W<' our dn• s must prC'ss 011 witl1 our 
dcstroyc•r program so a lo _rcJ?lace ns quickly as possiblc• tl1e d<•stroyt>rs 
that we lene! or lease to Bntam. I undprstnnd that in 1942 we shoulcl 
expect a strady flow of from 15 to 30 JH'W clestro_,Ters per month. 
. Youuncl<•rstand that suchfacts as that , gl'ntkmen, I hacl to gather 
m last couplc• of days. I ha ve only b<'<'n hack a couple ot duvs 
and I am inaccurat e i_n any of it.is an inaccur <:lCY that you c"ar{ 
rca.chly check; bu i I bd1eve t. ha l 1s " ·ha t lh (' N a '7 DeparlmC'n t woulcl 
tell you, although I chd not get tlwt din'ctlv from them . 

are 011<' thC' kind o{ thing wJ1ich Brituin needs 
would_ be• dJfficult or to obtnin througb the mere 

.,1 a_n_tmg of rrrd 1 t. Another cxamplC' ts the long-ra ngt· bombl'r, ancl 
Pai tbe patrol bomber known üs tlw PBY. and its vürious 

and dPvdopnll'nts. Tbe Sl' bombC'rs cnn be of enormous 
technique in se ncling out airplanes nnd bomber s and 

further 11ddmg to the destruction of British shipping facilitie s. 
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May I say that within the last fcw months, sincc the Germans have 
taken possession of the whole coast of Franco, they havc developed 
considerable technique in sending out airplanes and 
and furth er a<.ldincr to thc des-truction of BriLish shipping facilities. 

Recently we over Lo BriLain sorne of these patrol bombers, 
togethcr with sorne "ílying fortrcsses." But Lo do so wc had to resort 
to a ruse. The Govermnent returne<.l the bomb ers to the prívate 
manufacturers who in turn resold them Lo Brit ain. 

I aro acrainst tryÜlO' to kid along on any such basis, in onc of the 
most criti'cal times that democracy has ever had to face. I am in 
fa vor of Congrcss specifically, through such a bill as this, authorizing 
such things. . . . . 

In Lhis regard Lherc is one 1 omt of great m1portance. The dcc1 
as to wbethc>r these bombcrs or other W<'apons ought to be kcpt m 
this eountry, or whcther they should be sent to proLecL the British 
life lines , is primarily a military clecision for th cxperts of An;ny 
and the Navy, and it is important, in my judgment, tbat Lhis pomt 
be establ ished in thc bill. 

The sume principies Lhat apply to d<'sLroyers and big .b?mb ers app.ly 
also to mcrcbant shipping. Here, of course, Lhc Mant1mc Conums­
sion has becn able to dcliv r vesscls to Britain by the sin1plc expedient 
of holdin()' auctions, which the Commission is entitlcd Lo do. If 
Britain isthc highcsL bidder at. thrse auctions, she receives .the ships. 
But this is a cumbersoroe devJCe and lead to delay. It 1s not the 
fortbri ght attiLude that any of ';!S wants.to have Govern­
menL a sume wben deroocracy 1s the thmg Lhat JS m test w the worlcl. 
It is impol' tant that we makc the roost cífective dispo ition tbat we 
possibl y can of all available tonnage, ancl for this purpose the prcscnt 
bill proviclcs for the necessfi;rY powers. . . 

Tb ere are various othcr.ltems tbat Bntam nceds, but thcse thrcc 
will serve as examples. The poinL is that if we auLhorizc our Gov­
ernmcnt to lend or lease material of which it is in posscssion, we will 
be able to acL quickly enough, with Lhe right things, to keep Britain 
afloat. If, on the otber hand, we proviclc BriLain wiLh cnsh only, 
then our aicl will be neither quick nor effective . 

Such m ()'cneral are my reasons for favoring the sprcia l powers 
provicldd fo1';" in H. R. 1776. The powers askcd for are extraordinary 
to m<'et an cxtraonlinary situat ion. 

Now I n.m oppos<'cl to the nndue conccntration of powN in the Chicf 
Exccutivc. Let me say that I dicl my b<'st to rcmove that powcr from 
the presmt Ohief Exccutivc. LLau¡rhtcr.j 

Personally, I woulcl hn.ve prcfcrred to sre Congress, whethcr through 
this bill or througb other , instruct thc to lcnll or lcn.sc th<'se 
thin gs. I would rouch prcfcr to havc the 1mpctus come froro Congrcss 
than from the Exeeutive. 

I believ0 tha.t Oongress should rctain all possible power. Congress, 
how ev<'r, Ior reasons of its o''''n, which I aro not criticizing in any way , 
has not actcd. Thercfor I am forcecl to conclude that the only way 
to rcndcr aicl quickly eno'ugh is to this bill with moclificatio!ls. 
All modifications shoulcl s<'ek to l11mt an:v unnf'ce sary authonty 
grantecl in the bill. I gonc the of roy conscienco in 
supporting the foreign pohcy of tho admm1stratwn beca use of roy 
desire to brina about national unity. I ha.ve wanted to see Aroenca 
stand unitecl befo re the worlcl as the friC'Ucl of all who fight for lib erty; 
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the despiscr of all aggressors and dcspoilcrs of the democratic wav. 
It be. inspiring for us aml for libcrty loving pf'ople evcr.v­

1f tlús bill could be adoptecl with a nonparti an nnd almost 
unann'!lou s vote. l\lany Memb cr of Congrc s who bclievc in tJ1c 
objcctlycs of the mcasure are sinccrely disturbad about its broad crrnnt 
of powcrs. 1 urge thf' majority Lo examine witb thrs<' m<'n thc 
spirit of. ,candor co.opcration, cvet-y pwvisio·1 of the bill 
to. i! Lhe blll s true obJcCttve. can:t?t be accomplishrd by thc 

of lt therc be such unncC<'8Sary 
autbonty lll the bill. You of thc maJonty do not nccd the vote s of the 
m!n?rity pass. this bill but thcir approval and the approntl of tbe 

of Arooncans whom thry rrprc sent will give to us thc sLrcngth 
of a umted pcoplc-a strcngLh gl'cat er than that of arma.mcnt battl e-
ships, ancl airplanes. ' 

Oortain very wise amcnclments have bccn adoptccl by thf' House 
oí fixing a limit on the pO\vcrs gmntf'd; 
(2) authonzmg Congress to termmate by concurrent resolution thc 
powers granted . 

I understancl cloubts are e)..-pre sed about thc constitutiona li ty of 
that provi ion. Vcry franldy, in thc dav or two I havo had I i1av0 
not hacl any .opportunity to examine that qucstion. ' 

3. the unable uncler this bill from prt'scnt 
appropna t1?ns. In. the trme that I havo had to sLudy thc bill 
I ca1mot .g1vc you m specific languagc additional amendm<'nt , 
but .I beh eve that an limitin g thc opcration of the bill 
to md to England, .thc Bnttsh Oommonwealth of na.tions, China ancl 
Grecce , be These are thc only countries prcs<'ntly subject 
t<;> aggresswn. I bch cve.Congr.e s shonlcl retain the powcr to pass u pon 
a1cl to any other .wb10h may be lat er subject to aggrf's ion. 

o! thc such a. course woulcl in my j udgmen t 
brmg to th1s bill adclJtwnal votes wlnch would l<'ad to comnl<'te n,t­
tional unity, which in my judgment is so indispensable at this time. 
. Tberc are also certaü1 ph:a.ses in. tho _bill which, in m y 

should be studl<'cl for poss1bll' clarificatwn. In the bricf 
trm I have bacl I have not hacl tiro.e to exhaust these phascs, and 
I roerely offer them for your constdcrntLOn. 
. The "aml for other. migh t be droppNl from th e 

t1tlc of th b1ll. Altbough tlns 1s a usual forrn of legal phrascolog:v, 
many alarmecl.by the unusun.l powcrs granLNl in Lhc bill 
and I behevc tlus phrase 1s tmn<'cessary ancl tends to incrca.sf' thn.t 
alarm. Its elimination cannot rcstrict the truc objectivcs of tit e 
meas u re. 

vVc should bring all the ...-otcs we canto this mcasure aud not arcrue 
abont tho e things which are unimportauL. "\!Te sh¿ulcl not 
power. which dis.tm:b the peoplc. ln roy juclgment Ameri'cn is 

to ::ncl to Bntnm, ancl I want to sce it brought abouL quickly 
ancl \VIth unanimi tv. 

word in section 2 (a) (2) could possibly, tbrough a 
be con trucd to cover all or any scction of 

mrludmg newspapers and the radio. The word obviou ly 
1s not u sed for tlw.t purpose, but in order to elimina te feurs on that 
score n which clispose of a.ny such possibility at least should 
be comnclored. 

:3-4 
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In scrtion 3 (a ) (1) the ,,·ords "o r otherwise pro cure'' are susceptib le 
of thc sume kind of strnined construction, n const ru rt ion whi ch lw s 
noL disturbecl me , but whi rh 1 <1m snre is some. Tbo e 
worcls mialtt be taken to autho rúe the Presidr ·ilt to go heyontl the 
needs an(l purpo scs of the act. Therefore a definiti on of "p rocu re" 
should go int o sect ion 3 (<L) ( l). . . 

I have not hacl an op portumt y to cxlwu st tl1e t¡ILCstlon. _In nuuung 
over it l tried to pick out ccrtn in Lhings, <1ml l _ tnlked _wttb a grc_at 
many pcrsons to to oJ tho.;;e wlurh werc dls­
turbing to pcople m ron nectwn witb the gran tmg en lnr gcd po"·ers. 

Let me say t ha t l u m co mplet_ety _sympnt betH'. wlth thc pcoplc 1•:ho 
a t thi s time, whcn the \'Cr.v q uestw n m t he world 1s whcther clcmocracy 
can surviv e, look \Vi.th Lhe utmo st scru t in y l'e<H upon nny enbr ged 
grant of power s to tlu:• Chic( E::er_uti:·e. . .. 

Ther e sbould also be som r lnmtatwn - and l w1sh to quahf.Y that 
and say that I only suggcs l il- on thc exl<'L1t of tl1e the 
Prcsident can make whi ch go beyo nd July 1, 1943 .. If pos_stbl c a 
tC'mporllry limit of thC' amount. intenckd to bl' ituthonzed dunng the 
life of th c bill shoulcl be sr t clown , although I apprecwt.e Lhc grNLL 
difficully in cleLl'l'mining such amount. VPry frunkly , l h11H' no con­
s lru clive sugg-estion about . how to amounl. 

Some proYision should be mndc-m adcbt1on the 90-clny report s-:­
req uiring the Pre sident to frequently consult wttb the leacler of botb 
parties ancl pre siding officer s of both branche s of _Congress . . 

I think thnt would be vrry saluLary , brcnU Sl' 1L g1_vc to Lhe 
Ameri ca n pcople at this tim e Lhe bt'licf Lhal 1s _urul.v 111 l 
at lcast tlúnk is a V<'ry, very eriLical momrnt Lhr lusto ry of hbl'rty. 

It miO'ht be wise in the inkre sts of convemrllC'l' ancl co nfic!Pnre. to 
puL all amenüment.s inlo OU<' final scct ion nHhl'l' than in 
sca LLer thcm the bill. . .. 

I cleeply sympailúzc with t.l1C' Anwri ca n p<'Ople m thc gi_'('tÜ l!eetswn 
thry arr prcsr ntly callrd upon to make . And 1 sy mpailuze v.'lth and 
I resp ect mu ch the :.f ember s of who sc fall s 
tbe respon_sibility for Th e1r tlllY h ghtcr by 
the rcflcctwn Lhat th eu· demswn s al tlus hm r wlllmf1Ul'l1Cc thc course 
of history , perbap s for gcncrations, nnd , nu1y 1 say, rns y det ermine 
whether or not lib crty is to survin. . . . . 

No man can guaranL ee to any of y_ou that lhe poh cy of a1d to 
will not involvc tb r United Stntes m war. lL IS my soknm opmwn, 
how ever - and I appreciate t.hat it can only _be a rntionalizatim1. 
I make no claim t o cxpertn('SS. l ha ve not hm g but the of 
observation, reading, ancl I_t. is_ my_ sol9m11 opunon 
that pro viclcd thc aid we gi,·e Lo Bntam 1s 1t_oflcrs the vcry 
besL clear chance for us to kcep out of war. H1tl er w1ll make on 
us or on our fricnd and allies in this hcmisph er e when , as, and lÍ h e 
choos es . Tha t is his re cord. But he is fnr lrss apt to be aggressive 
whilP llritain sLand s. He will be more aO'grcssin- if he falls , if therc 
is anything in lookin g to a man 's record L/; dell'J'min e bis 

Ncithrr is any mnn abl e to tc ll you whetbcr or nol Bntam can wm. 
]Vlilitary and naYal expcrts C<Hl hclp you \H'igh tbe chan ces on onc 
s ide or the otber, but I clon't bcli eve any man know s, or can know. 
Ther e are too many intangible fa ct.ors. . . 

If 1Ir. Wi11sto n Churchill ancl :.11'. Adolf Hitler were befor e tlus 
eommittec now and vou all the fnet s, I do no t think you coulcl 

' "' " 

OP THE L':'iiTED 877 

Lletermine, or tbnt n group o l' mititary experts eould dete rmine who 
will win. There nre too man y impomlernbles and too mtmy int<m-
g iblcs. · 

For what _iL may worth, my belim is Lhut. G(·rmany canuoL 
succes sfully m\·adc Bntam. Of coursc Lhcrc is a maLNin l cban ce 
thaL slte will be abl c to do so . But wlhtt I bnve clcscribeü as efi'ective 

of thc sorL which woulcl be mude possib lc by this 
blll wlll m my ]uclgme nt much narrow th e chancc of lwr doing so. 
lf her northem ports can be kept open aud the supply lin es CUil be 
hpL moving , if shr may be prrmitted to bn'áthe Lhroug h that onc 
lung , 1 f_eel_ conficlent , J?Crhap s ronfidcnt br ca usc I hopc for it so much, 
Lhat Bntam can surv1ve Lhc shock of thc sp.r;ina and su11unc r cum­
paigns . . also Lhe bclicf in Li!Sh quarl ers ' 

AllCI lf Bntam can sta nd throngh this summer , Lhen n.t lrast thC' 
ell'ccts of our lon g-Lcrm ass isla ncc " ·ill bcgin to be fclt. The t.icle will 

R oinfor e?d ?Y our g ign:nt ic reso urct's, Brit ait1 mt1Y be able Lo 
nchteve thal C'fkcttven<'SS wlu ch Lhc clt'mocrn l ic peoplt'S hn n U·m­
ponu·ily los l. 

\Ye mu s t in facing lhis issU<', Lhat it is noL only Lhe 
pn' SC'Jlt thal1 s al s lake. Som(•wlH'I'C in Lhis eonfusino· world ,,-e mu s t 
tiud - wr mu sL build - a futur c for ourselves. prospect of a 
future s urToun_cl cc! by Lotali Larian power s; t.hrrat.encd by dietalor s 
who sr real desu·e 1s for co nque sL; bdray ed hy nation s who e wonl is 
noL to be trusLccl; Joaded with RL'maments and dorn t'siic debt, and 
facccl with a declining- s tandard of l iving - s ucl1 a futun' is noL a fuüm' 
for Americans HS we ltave known them. 

If we are Lo nvro icl such a calamity Wt' mu s l no\\ · ha Vl' co urage , 
much courag<'. \\e must hravely do Lhe tlungs Lhat we know oughl 
Lo be d?ne. And \\' <' mu st lay Lhe moral , iuLellcdual , al1ll spirilual 
founclatwn s for Lhe kind of world we wa.nl our ehilclr en lo inlterit. 
That. world ca.nnol lw a clos('d wodd. lL mn s t hr nn oprn worlcl. 
It mu s t br a wodd in which Amcri can s sluu·t' wilh othcr nations 
t.he rc> p,onsibilitie s- uncl the grrat pro spcct - of peacc. 

I tlwnk you very mu ch , gentlrmen. 
The CH.\IR:\IAN. Senator Harri son , han · you a n.v questions? 
Senntor HARHISON. 1 have no quesLion s to ask. 
ThC' CHAIRMAN. Sl'ltaLor John son , any quest ion s? 
Sena tor JoHN SON of California. No qu rs tion . 
The CHAIR:\IAN. Senator ConnHlly'? 
Senator CoNNAIJLY. No questions. 
Thc CHAIRMAN. Sena tor Th omas is no t pr·l'Sen t. Sen u Lo r Y Hnden­

borg, hav e you nny qucstions? 
. Scnator V.;\NDENBEHG. I desire lo ask :.tr. one qur st ion of 
IIÜ<'rprrtation so that I may be sure 1 full y und erstan cl him. 

On pagr 11 , :\Ir . Willkie , you say : 
No man can guarantec to vou t hat thc polic,· of aid to Britain \\'i ll not im·oh ·e 

the 1Jnitecl States in \Ya r. · · 

Of course that is so; wr cnn havl' no of our snl\·atio11 und er 
any auspices. What 1 wish to know is ,,.l1rther you co nsidc>r that 

wc C'mbracr thi s new poliry of aicl to Britnin 'w<' are embrncing 
lt all thc way , rrga rdl ess of conseq uences, to the encl th<tl W<' cnter a 
war ours elvr s if nrcessa ry in orclrr to k rep Britain aflo11t. 

Mr . WrLLKIE. Senat_or Vnndenb erg . l cnn only give yo u m.v judg­
m ent. As I expre ss0d 1t in my original slntc m<'nt , thC' oold- of Ameri ca 
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keeping out of war come from aiding Britain. I really do not think 
we ha ve any chance of kccping out of war if we let Britain fall. 

Senator VANDENBERG. I do not think you have quite followed my 
question. You havo secn thesc intrcpid people in Britain, for whom 
I share yom Lremendous respect, and I can think of nothing that 
would be more cruel than to mislead them in any aspect of our ultima te 
commitments. I am surc you would agree wiLh that. 

1\Ir. WrLLKIE. Senator Vandcnbcrg, I told every public official 
with whom I talked in Britain that I representccl nobocly but myself. 
thu.t I had no authority to speak for anyone exccpt myself, ancl all I 
could do for them was interpret for Lhem Ameri can public sentiment. 
I told them very frankly tha t I clid not believe that American public 
sentiment would support any act which took them into the war. 

ScnaLor VANDENBERG. I was not suggcsting that you wcre holding 
yourself out with any authority ovcr there. I was merely making 
that statemcnt as a preface to this rcnewal of my question, so that 
there can be no doubt u.s to what you werc testifying to . In yom 
vicw, is this all-out-aicl-to-Englancl policy, which yo u are rccommend­
ing-a policy which, ií nccessnry, if therc is no othcr altcrnaLive, takcs 
us into thc war in orcler Lo keep England afloat? 

Mr. WrLLKIE. There is only one bocly in the Unitecl States that 
has the power to declare war, and if l were a .Member of Congress l 
never would vote in favor of a cleclaration of war until the American 
public scntiment was so overwhelmingly for it that l clid not think 
consistently with my obligations to my constituents I could do 
otherwise. 

Senator VANDENBERG. I think that is an cxrcllcnt statcmenL. I 
am still wonclcring whether this policy upon which wc arc-­

Mr. WnJLKIE. I think I answerccl your question. 
Senator VANDENBERG. I am son·y; I do not think so. 
Mr. WILLKIE. Vcry well. 
Senator VANDENBERG. I want to know whcthcr in your definition 

of this poliey-ancl I am not being controvers ia} about it; I am.simp ly 
exploring-1 want to know whcther in Lhe fmal a.nalysis our enLry is 
nccessary to aehievc t.his salvation wlúeh you cnvision. Do wc go 
that far ultimatcly, in your opinion? 

1r. WrLLKIE. Ido not know how to a.nswer your qucstion, bccause · 
you would have to sLatc Lo me thc conditions under which we woulrl 
go to war. lf you are putting to me the question toclay whether l 
would as a Membcr oí Congress vote that wc should go to war, I 
would vote "No." I do not know how else to an wer your question , 
becauso I eannot visualize what might be true 3 years írom now. 

Scnator VANDENBBRG. It must be my inability to make mysdf 
plain. I am men'ly trying to determine whcth('l' this all-out aid to· 
Ene:land docs fina.lly inclnde our entry into thc wn.r. 

1r. WILLKIE. Our cleclaration of war? l would say, "No." 
Senfl.tor VANDENBERG. Vcry wcll. That is all. 
The CHAIRMAN. Scnator Van Nuys, have you any qucstions? 
Senator VAN NuYs. No questions. 
The CHAIRMAN. Scnator '\1litc? 
Senator WHITE. No que tions. 
TlJc CH.\IRMAN. Scnator 1lurray? 
Senator MunRAY. No qucstions. 
The CHAIRMAN. Scnator Pcppcr? 

PROl\IOTE DEFEi\'SE OF THE UNITED STATES 

'Senator PEPPER. No qucstions. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Green? 
Senator GREEN. No questions. 
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The CHAIRMAN. Senator Shipstcacl? 
Scnator SHIPSTEAD. No questions. 
The CHAIRMAN. Scnator Barklcy? 
Senator BARKLEY .. I _wish to one question. You suggested a 

moment ago, Mr. Willlne, a poss1ble amendmcnt for the consideration 
of the committee ancl the Scnate, limiting this aid by the terms of the 
bill to England, Greecc, and China. 

Mr. WILLKIE. The Commonwcalth of British Nations. 
Senator BARKLEY. That is what I mcant, the British Common­

wealth. That suggestion has been made Hnu sorne of us have given 
sorne thought to it. I woulcl like to submit this situation to you 
howcver, and gct your view about it . ' 

First, we all know the situation in Europc particularly leavin"' out 
.Asia for the moment, is so kaleidoscopic that it a 

:proposition. ';roday not certain whethcr Germany 
Is_gomg to mva.de Bulgana, and 1f It does, what Bulgaria's attitude 
will and whether a few days hcnce she will invade, through 
Bulgana, Turkey . We know that the Turkish siLuation is very 
elosely linked with that of Grcat Britain . What cfl'ect would the 
limitat ion of this bill to thcse three nations you speak of have upon 
the mm·ale and the comage and the hope of some of thesc other small 
nations which may be invadecl in the immediate futuro? 

.. M:y judgment about that is that I have such a great 
.des1re to see tuts bill passed by almost unanimous vote or as near 
as. tha_t can _be _If this vote is overwhelmingly in favor of 
this whlch prov1cles for those who are presently subject to 
aggresswn, I cu.nnot conce1ve but what Congress would act very 

as to other countries similarly situated in the future. l 
my suggested reduces thc flexibility slightly; 

but here a measure íor wlnch I am so desirous of seeing unity on 
even 1f the amendment. reduc.es the flexibility a little, iL is very 

1mportant to remove from mmds cltsturbed the fear that the bill "'ives 
tbe Presidenta power to roam over the world and do as he 

BARKLEY. You tlúnk that if Congress were called upon to 
specially in respect to Bulgaria or Turkey or any other 

natwn--
Mr. WrLLKIE. I do not want to pick the nation. 
Senator BARKLEY. Or sorne nation so situated it could do it more 

speedily? 
Mr. VVILLKIE. Particularly if tlús bill passes by a near unanimous 

vote . That is only my judgment. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Nye? 
Senator NYE. Not for the moment, Mr. Chairman. 
Thc CHAIRMAN. Senator Reynolds? 
Scnator REYNOLDS. I have two questions, Mr. Chairman. 
!Yir. Willkie, as the situation exists at this present hour you do not 

there is any possibility of the Unitecl States becoming involved 
m th1s present war, do you-as thc situation exists at this hour? 

Mr. WILLKIE. You havo a couplc of mad men loose in thc world · 
and I don't know whom they will strike. I don't think the 
-of this bill--
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Senator REYNOLDS. I clid not ask you that. I say, Mr. Willkie, a ­

thc situation exists at tlús hour, is thcre any possibility of our becoming 
involved in the war? 

WrLLKJE. 1 would hrrve to say, "Y es," Senrrtor, beca use I don't 
know whcrc these fellows are going to strike. I havc no faith in 
them. But 1 sce nothing in the circumstances uside from that, the 
total irre ponsibility of the rulers of these dictatorial states, that 
causes me to bf'lieve that we will become involv ed in war. All 1 can 
clo is mtionalize. I cannot see any reason why they woulcl strike at 
this country and cause it to go into war mobilization and become more 
efrective uncler the circumstances. They are cruel, but they han' 
shown themselves to be very smart. 

Senator REYNOLDS. If the situation continu es to exist as it is as 
this ver}T hour, do you think that wc are likel y to become involved in 
this war? 

Mr. WILLKIE. Well, mv judgment is tha .t if Britain colhtp ses 
tomorrow we would be in·a war in a month. And l appreciate that 
can be nothing more than a guess. 

Senator REYNOLDS. One month after? 
Mr. WrLLKIE. That is ju st a guess. l do not pretencl to say 1 

month or 60 clays: but very quicldy. Let me put it that way. 
Scnator REYNOLDS. Do 'you actually think that if Great Britaiu 

wen· to fall tonight that we would within 60 days? 
).fr. WrLLKIE. When you say 60 days, l am not signing a promissory 

note, or anything of the kind. But I say if Britain collapses and 
Germany gcts possession of tlw British Navy,. I a.m in g;reat doubt 
of ollr ability to keep out of war. 1 am not gomg to pred10t the day. 

Smator REYNows. Thercfore, you Lhink if shc did collap se tonight, 
thcy woulcl thereupon attack us? 

1\rr. WrLLKIE. I think within a. rr.lat ivcly brief periocl we wollld be 
in war with Germanv. Ancl J think tbat because sbe woulcl be the 
a.ggTPssor. That is jtist a guess. . . 

Sena .tor REYNOLDS. ,J ust OlH' other quest1011. Do yo u thm k tha.t 
the passag-P of this bill will take liS further awa.y from wa.r or ta kc liS 
cloRer to war? 

Mr. vVILLKIE. :-.Juch further awa.y from wa.r. 
Senator REYNOLDS. That is all. · 
Thc CH,\IRi\L\ r. Srnator Guffey? 
Senator GrFFEY. N o q uestions. 
The CH.\IRi\IAN. Senator Gillctte? 
Senator GrLLETTE. Chairmrrn, I llave just two or three queb­

tions. 
Willkie , I note that you said in your formal. statement an 

attack agninst liberty in one part of the world 1s a threat aga.mo;t 
liberty in another part of thr world. 

Then yo u addecl: 
But 1ve must not makc thc of uarrowing tll(' entirc discussiou to th e 

cause of Britain. * * * 
Our concern is broader Lhan lhe welfare of single nation: 

It is t.hn.t the nrea of freeclom be as large as possiblc. If Britain 
the cnslavecl clemocrncics of Europe will revi,·e. 

You belirn thnt, do you? 
YrrLLKIE. Ido nry sittcerely. 

PHO::\JOTE DF 'l'I-H: 'Cl\ITED STATES 881 
Senator GrLLETTE. And on lhnL stntt•mrnt \\-o11ld you preclicatc 

your belief that Finland would be restorPcl? · 
}.fr. Wt:ll, I .think that so much upon the part 

tha.t AlUN'ICa plays 111 th1s matter. lf Aml'rica "'ÍVl'S effective aid to 
Brit ain, Americil will domil1iltf' what hrrppeltS afterward. lf America 
givcs inefTPctive aic! to Britain, tlH'll probably Finland will remain in 
part as wdl Polnnd, Holland, D(•nmark, and all of thc other 
democrac1cs. 

Senator GILLET1'E. asidc thc qu.pstion of pff<•c(Í\ ' e aicl, your 
statement was that 1f Grcat Bl'ltam pre''a1ls tltP e11sland dcmocracies 
of Emope will ' 

" 'ILLKlK I bdien1 tluü . 
Senator GrLLETTE. Aud Finland is onc of t lll•m? 

'VILLKm. Finlnntl is an Pxist ing counl rv t.odnY. I beli C\'l' 
that. You are say ing to an•n't you, S<•nator, "Suppos'e tlw United 
StatPs do<'S not clo anytlnng <lbout rt "? 

·we ll. no. I am ju st going on your staLc·m<'nL 
thu t 1f Bn tam of Euro pe will revin; 

1 am. a kmg you lf- m your opm10n - Greal Brilain prcvails 
Fmland mll he restored? 

Mr. ''riLLKIE. I he! iew in's n.bili ty to prynlil is substa n Lin.lly 
not to .surTt \Tc, hut to prcTilll-rs dc·pendent npon 

th.e md that w e g1n to her. And l think if 'n' giYe hcr thal 
eflecll\'e atd, then gcntlemen such ilS you, S<•nator, will determine 
wh cther or not these enslan'd d<•mocrnciPs will , tuTin•. AllCl I lhink 
tha.L yo u \\-ill se e that tlwy will smv i n .•. 

Senator Th<'ll, your sta tem<'ll t m;rd e thrre is con tingen t 
upon another s1tuatwn? 

_WILLKIE. r. srry if i_t prcvaiJs, or if she prevails. Now, how is 
she gomg; to prcYUil? l. cl1? not lry to puL into that one scntencc thc 

tbrng. I llav e t!J m_r: statement ancl I think Britain's pre­
vmlrng clcpends upon dlecüve arel from America. 

Senator _GrLI.ETTE. As to. Estonia, LatYia., nnd Litltuania, all t'll­
slave.d nat10ns \\hose IIhertrf'<> IJnv<' bccn takt>n awav from them by 
Ru ssra, do you think if Britain prevails in this wm· üiat their liberties 
can now be resto red ? 

1\Ir. WILLKIE. BriLain may suniw wiLh om aid buL Britain can 
only prevail with om· effective nid. Ancl Lhen whaL the Unitecl SLates 

about those n<ltions surviv ing- and I appreciate thaL I hil.YC no 
nb1l1t.y to speak for United States. I cal! only pul the quesLion to 
you men, or _to men you who are in positions of rruthority. I 
bclll"n' Amel'lcnn S<'lltlment " -ould lWJtiÜ'<' tllat tilOS<' c>nsln,·ed nations 
br rcnYed. 

St'nator ÜILLETTE. Th<'n, don't you tiiink il fnir to say thnt your 
sLatcmcnt needs to be supplemente.d? 

'\'VrLLKIE. Yt·s; _l will supplement it. 1 will make it exactly 
I_ do not. belteve England can prevail without effecti,-e aid 

rom Amenca. If America gives thaL efl'Pctivc aid, then Amcrica will 
to whctlrcr the eapturcd .of 

. 1ve. And, 111 m y J uclgnwn l. Anwnenn pu bl1c sen tunen t w1ll 
Ieqlllre that they be rcviv('(l. 1 will supplemC'nL my statement with 
that, and you may see that iL is \\TÍltt>n in. · 

Scnator GILLETTE. Now, I \\·ill go on to tht' matt<•r of dl't>clivc aid. 
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Reading from page 4 (a) of your statement: 
If wc are going to adopt the poli e y of _aid to it is, abov": all, necessary 

to make that aid e!Iective. To render meffect1ve atd be 
effective aid would give Hitler just as good a pretext agamst us as effecttve 1ud; 
but if our aid is ineffective, Britain may go down. 

Again you made Britain's survival contingent upon effective aid 
from America. 

Mr. WrLLKIE. Certainly her prevailing. . . 
Scnator That bcing the case, you wtlhug Lo to a_o.y 

lcngth on tbe part of America evento war, to gtve that cffecttvc atd? 
Mr WrLLKIE. I ha ve answe{ed that question to Senator Vandenberg. 

I imagine anything interfering with Britain's s_uccessfully 
prevailing in this war more than if we declared war and tned to send 
troops to Europc. . . 

Senator GrLLETTE. Leaving out the questwn of declanng war, 
wbat do you mean by" effective aid"? . . 

Mr. WrLLKIE. Senator Gillette, I have tJ.u:ee 
Effective immediate aid in my judgment, conststs m g1vmg Bntam 
immediately destroyers; giving h.er all th.e PBY's and 
tha t we possibly can- giVrng ber all <?f the s.hips we can, ao.d 
thcn o·caring our own productivo capaCILy to gtvc ulttmately her as 
rapidly as we can, consistent with our own clefe_n_se, of .thc atrplancs 
and othcr instrwncnts nccessary for hcr prcvailmg m thts struggle. 

Senator GrLLETTE. I believe you stated that, tbose were three 
things that Mr. Churchill had told you would be 

Mr. WrLLKIE. Let's put it the .way. I him, and he 
con.firmcd thcm. I did not say he sa1d tt. I told lnm that my con­
versations ancl checking inclicatecl to me that that was correct; ancl I 
askcd Mr. Ohurchill and he told me it was true. 

Senator GrLLETTE
1

• Y o u were a canclidate for President last fall? 
Mr. llVrLLKIE. I was. . 
Scnator GrLLETTE. Have you changed your vtews? . . 
Mr. WrLLKIE. Not in the slightest. As a matter of m 

prior to my nomination, I made a speech a t. Akron, Ohw, m wh1.ch. I 
callecl upon the Sccretary of State of the Uruted States to ask Bntam 
wbat we coulcl do to help her. . . . . . 

Senator GrLL.ETTE. Perhaps m Apnl, pnr<?r your nommatwn, 
your speeches dtd not ha ve the effect, Mr. V\ . 

Mr. WrLLKIE. They brough.t about my nommatwn. I was not 
elccted, but I got the nomination. . . . 

Senator GrLLETTE. Well, Nir. Willlne,. after you were nommated 
at the convention at which you were nommated, there was a platform 
adopted by the Republican convention, was there not? 

Mr. WrLLKIE. There was, I believe. 
Senator GrLLETTE. As a candidate you stood on that platform, 

did you not? . · h · 
Mr. WrLLKJE. Subject to the interpretatwns I macle m t e varwus 

adclresses that I made. 
Senator GrLLETTE. Let me read to you from thc platfonn thn,t you 

ran on as a caudidate. 
The Republican Party is firmly opposed to involving this Nation in foreign 

wars. 

Mr. W ILLKIE. So am l. 
Scnator GrLLET'l'E. But you just said to rcnder cffcctivc aid you 

would go evcn that distance? 
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Mr. WrLLKIE. Did I? 
Senator GrLLETTE. I am asking you. 
1fr. WrLLKIE. I did not say that . I said jnst the reverse of that. 
Senator GrLI"ET'fE. You are not willing to go that distance? 
Mr . \VrLLKIE. I answcrccl you and Scnator Vandenbcrg exactly to 

that cffect. My beliefs haYe becn consistcnt eYCr sincc the war broke 
out in Europc. · I would give all of the effectivc aid I could to Britain, 
and I think thercby wc will kccp out of war. 

SenaLor GrLLETTE. Let me read this to you. 
In the meantime, we shall support all necessary and proper defense measures 

proposed by the administration in its belated cffort to make up for lost time on 
national defense. We deplore explosive utterances by the President dircctly at 
other governments which serve to impcril our peace, and we condemn all Execu­
tive actions or proceedings which might lead to war " ·ithout the authorization 
of the Congress of the United States. 

Mr. WrLLKIE. I agree to that. 
Senator GrLLETTE. You still agree to that? 
Mr. WILLKIE. Y es; I always have. 
Senator GrLLETTE (continuing): 
Our sympathies have been profoundly stirred by invasion of unoffending 

countries and by disaster to nations whose ideals lllost closely resemble our own. 

You still agree to that, as we all do. [Oontinuing reading:) 
We favor the extension to all pcoples fighting for liberty, or whose liberty is 

threatened, of such aid as shall not he in violation of intcrnationallaw or incon­
sistent with the requirements of our own national defense. 

Mr. WrLLKIE. That is tbe very reason, Senator, I am for tbis bill, 
with modifications, because I protcstecl against the mcLhod of giYing 
the dcstroyers lasL summcr, not beca use I did not wan t to seo Britain 
given them, but I clid not agrcc with the intcrprctation of the Attorney 
Genera l, ancl I thought our giving thcm was in violation of and 
I am for this bill, with moclificaLions, so it can be done lcgally. 

Senator ÜILLETTE. But the law that you were talking about then 
prohibited the transfer of ships by the Presiclent of the United States. 
It prohibited the transfer or the going into war zones of merchant 
ships, did it not? 

Mr. WILLKIE. That is the very reason I aro for this la.w. That 
platform does not say that the Republican Party shall be bound to· 
the lav,·s that thcn e.xisted; as Lhc laws of our nceds are passed from 
time to time . 

Senator GrLLETTE. You mean by that wbatever laws were enacted 
la ter? 

Mr. WILLKIE. Of comse. 
. ÜILLET'rE. You did not have reference to that particular 

sttuatwn? 
Mr. WrLLKIE. I did not liJ.ce the interpretation of the Attorney 

9cncral, but whcn this bill is pa sed it is l::tw, and l would nssumc it 
ts the obligation of C\Tcrybody in the United Statcs to abiclc by it. 

Senator GrLLETTE. You interpreted this platform? 
!JVILLKIE. I madc severa! speecbcs on thc question of foreign 

affan·s, 1f that is what you are speaking of. 
Senator GrLLE'r'rE. Do you recall whcther in any of those specches 

Yo.u advocated a change in law Lhat woulcl auLhorize us to send war­
shJps or merchant ships abroad? 

Mr. No; Ido not believe I did, although I did advocate 
all-out atd to Britain. As I saicl to this committce, I would have 
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preferr cd if Congress had passcd an act saying to the President, "You 
have got to give these thing ." I would much prefer thal , becn.use I 
havc such a belief in the congressional method that I woulcl rather 
have seen it done thaL way than by Exccutive orcler; but I Lhink thc 
time has arrivecl when Ll1erc must be action. 

SenaLor GrLLETTE. Now , 1-Ir. Willkie , the day befon• yeskrday 
Prime MinisLer Churchill made an address - a radio acldress. Havc 
you rcacl Lhe adclre ss? 

l\Ir. \VILLKIE. I hPard it ovPr the radio. 
Senalor GrLLETTE. You heurcl it ovcr Lho radio. Do you reca.ll 

thc staLrment Lhat iL was nece ssary for Engluucl lo baYc imm ediatc 
material aid , including shipping , and Lhttt iL was nccPss;u·y Lo ha ve thi s 
material brougbt Lherc to thcm; that all thc cxpandrd facilitie s of Lhe 
Brilisb sbipyards \\·ould not furnish thcm wi.th t.hat slüpping and that 
aicl without outs ick aid? Do you rernemb er LhaL? 

l\1r. WILLKIE. N o, Scnalor; I do nol remember Lhe exact la.nguagl' 
of l\Ir. Churchill's speech , ancl I would not want to a.ttcmpt to pass 
on it witbout having iL bdore ml'. I lwa.rd iL over tbe radio, and, of 
coursc I meL 1\1r. Church ill on Lhree occasions and hacllong convcrsa­
lions him; but I can ' t interprct bis language. IL is his expression 
of bis views, a.llCl if he has a reputa tion for any one thing , that is tbt' 
ability to express himsclf. 

Scnator GrLLETTE. I am surp of that , and 1 have tried not Lo rnis-
quote him. 

.J\!Ir. WILLKIE. I do not say that you are. 
Senator GILLET'l'E. The effccL of it was , as I hnvc saicl, LhaL Lhey 

nccclecl shipping , that with their cxpundcd shipynrcl rt'sources and 
facilities Lhey would not enab lc them to supply thomselvcs wiLh thc 
shipping nccdecl bcfore 1942? 

Mr. WrLLKIE. If you ay he saicl LhaL. I wou ' L doubt iL al all. 
Scnator GrLLETTE. To rendcr cfh•ctive aid in the " ·ay of merchanl 

vesscls , if we pass tbis bill, it will b!:' ucccssary for us, or t'sscnt ial for 
us, to scnd merchnnt shipping? 

ir. WrLLKIE. Oh , I sce what you art' getling at- lht' qurslion of 
convoys. 

Senator Oh , no; noL yl'l. I will be lhere in :t minute . 
I am Lalking about sending our mcreha.nt , ships into wnr zones. It 
\v·ould be nccc ssary to clo that Íll order lo get this material to them , 
would it nol , to be efrective? 

Mr. WrLLKIE. I do not belien so, myself. 
Senator GrLLETTE. How woulcl you suggcsl thal \\ . l' geL it to thcm? 
l\1r. vVILLKIE. I think they wou.lcl sencl thcit· crui scrs herc ancl get 

the goocls out und get. them over thcr e. 
Senator GrLLET'rE. l\fr. Churchill says tlH'Y havt' not the shipping 

a.Yailable. 
l\Ir. ''TILLKlE. I slill take my position. I can ' t speak for Mr. 

Cbm chill. That woulcl be highly pre sumptuous. 
Senator GrLLE'r'rE. You are speaking for Willkie? 
Mr. WrLLKIE. That is right. 
Senator GrLLET'l'E. If 1fr. Willkie thiuks iL is ne cessary t.o sencl 

Ameri can shipping over Lo convoy this material , you Hrc willing todo 
Lbat? 

Mr. WILLKIE. Oh , no; I did not say that. 
cnator GILLETTE. You did not? 
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l\Ir . VVILLKIE. \\hen clid I say t.hal? Il wns jusi the rcvcr se of 

that. 
Senator GILLETTE. That is all. 
The CHAIRMAN. S<' nator Clm-k'? 
Senato_r. CLARK o_f Mr. Willki e, you hacl alreacly taken 

your posrhon 011 Llus brll before you went abroacl , had you not? 
:Mr. Yes ; subjecl to modifi ca tion , nnd I suggested, as I 

recall , two or three arnt'Dclmrnt s ancl ugges led that t'\' ery provision 
be eht'ckl'cl to sce whetlwr tbcrc Wl're a.ny cases--

Senntor CL.\RK of J am not on the question of amend­
mcnt s n t the moment, hu t the poillt 1 a m g:ett ing nt is tha t yo u did not 
need to go on n tour Clf En gla11d ancl Ircla nd to up vour mind to 
favor tbc bill? · 

l\lr. \\ ' TLLKIE. 1 hnd mnd e up m:v mincl on t lte ou estion of lcuse-lencl. 
CunK of 1Iissouri. So a1moun cNl to tlte puhlic"? 

:\ir. \\ILLKIE. Yes. 
Sena tor (\ •. \ nK of :\li sonri. That i how yo u got the letter from the 

Presiclcnt to :\fr. Churclúll , which wn rdcrred to in the pri's s the 
ot.her <iay'? 

l\ü. \-\ ILLKIE. As a mutt er of faet, S<'nntor í'lark , so you mav ha ve 
;tll the · 

• e11:1tur CL.\RK <lf :\f issouri. 
:\1r. \Y ILLKn : . lf yo u will plea se lis ten. 1 was writing an article 

and I \nts WOJ"king on n scn teuee aLout makin<r some stat emcnt about 
Britain, nnd there was a faet in it that I was su re about and 1 aot 
to thi11king, "\Vhere will I fin<l out nbout that? " allll 1 said ' Lo 
" \Vhy clon't I go to Engbnd"? " · 

So I cHlled up l\1r . Hull , Seerotary of Stntc, and snid , " I woulcllike 
to go to Englnnd." 

He tome , " I will cal! you hück Lhis afternoon amllet you kuow 
the pros and the cons abont it. " · 

llme,, · " ·hat he meant. fJe W<ls goíng to ask the Prc siclent whether 
the President " ·ould let mego. 

So he cnlled rue bnck in the nfLernoon :md said , " 1t is O. K .. " 1llltl I 
proeePded to nrra nge for m y passnge. 

Scnat01: of You hnd nlrend :v anno11nced yo11r sup­
port of thrs bill a t t.h11 t tlme? 

Mr. WILLKIE. Subject. as 1 sny , to the moclification :md check of 
each provisiou. 

Senator CLARK of Now, l\Ir . \;viUkic, I bclicv c vou said 
a moment ago that you appear here as a prívat e ciLizen? • 

Mr. WrLLKIE. That is rigbt. 
'e!lator 9LARK of :\li.ssouri. You muele it perfectly clear to thc 

officwls that you talkcd to thal undcr our form of governm ent 
preYIOu can elida tes for Presiclent oecupy no position--

WILLKIE. I macle it very clear to them , ancl when I over 
therc I bacllunch wiLh i\[r. Church.ill , and I saicl to him , " ::\Ir. 
Churclull 1 I wa.nt you to undcrstand my position exactly. I am hero 
representmg Wenclcll Williüc. I have no authoriLy , no position. 

bave a systcm of constituLional gov crnment ovcr herc under 
wlnch the leader of the minority has a. dcfinit e Government position. 
I _occupy no such position. I represcnt nobocly, ancl I could only 
express t? you my own personal views plu s my notion of what Ameri­
can pubhc entiment is." 
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Senator CLARK of Missouri. That statement, of co':lrse, is to 
credit. There was a statement in the N ew York T1mes, a Bnt1sh 
paper such as the London Tim es, on January 25----:-

Mr. \lVILLKIE. Mr. Sulzberger will argue that wtth you. . 
Senator ÜLARK of Missouri. It stated that there receptwn for 

the Ioyal opposition of the United States, substantw ,tmg your own 
statement-- h h t b d 

Mr. WILLKIE. Senator, that is on the old t eory t a .sorne ! 
always calls you by a highcr titlc. I, too, alway.s a captam a maJorf 

Senator CLARK of Missouri. Now, Mr. on tour o 
Great Britain did you learn anything as to the Bnt1sh des1res on the 
qucstion of naval convoys, let us say? . . 

Mr. WILLKIE. Now, when you say dtd I learn any.thmg-­
Senator CLARK of Missouri. I mean from responstble 
Mr. WILLKIE. You mean did I talk with a:nybody about lt. 
Senator CLARK of Missouri . Y o u talked wlth a many people 

about it, I lrnow, but what I am asking you about 1s wlth reference to 
respon sible officials. . I 

Mr. Wu"LKIE. \Vhether somebody expressed lt to me first or ex­
pressed it to them first I do not I can tcH. yon .. the 
conversation was in general. I sa1d to vanous peo¡?lc m Butam that 
in my judoment-a nd that is all I had-the Amcncan people would 
not the sending of convoys. . 

Scnator ÜLARK of Missouri. W ell, was the desrre expressed on the 
part of the British people--

Mr. WILLKIE. I do not recall particularly anybody expressing a 

desire. b t h thin ? 
Senator ÜLARK of Missouri. ! o u spoke a o u suc gs · 
Mr . WILLKIE. I spoke my mmd; yes. .r usually do. . 
Senator ÜLARK of Missomi. Y o u spoke m yo m· statement of keepmg 

these sea lanes open. 
Mr. WILLKIE. Yes. . · bl 1 d 
Senator CLARK of Missouri. Suppos e the counter. oc m e 

on the part of the Axis Powers. through submannes aenal bom­
bardm ent should become effect1ve. Would you be m favor of con-
voying ships? h · 

Mr. WILLKIE. Senator, you woul.d pres ent to t e sltua­
tion aL that Lime. My judgm ent ts, 1f lt 1s :vorth anythmg .to 
that jf we begin to furnish Britain plcnty of ship the 
that you asked me to make a hypoLhetical answer on will never eXJst. 

Senator CLARIC of Missouri. Suppose that the should be­
come effective ancl thaL we should not be able to furmsh them su:f?­
cient merchant vesscls without sending our Navy. Would you be m 

. l ? favorofdom gL1at . . , . 
1\fr. WILLKIE. Senator, you vvlll have to ask me that quesLwn at 

that time . . . . h ' r ? 
Senator ÜLARK of 1flssoun. You do not w1s to ant;Vi er. 
Mr. \VILLKIE. It is nota qucstion that I can answer .. 
Senator CLARTC of 1\fissouri. Y o u are a voluuLary wltness a.nd yo u 

cannot be compellcd to answer. . . _ 
Mr. WILLKIE. The only thing ¡s thcre nught be 50 factors not now 

pre scnt. . . · f f . · 
Senator CLARK of Missoun. You satd you were m avor o 

destroyers over to Britain at the rate of 5 or 10 a month. Seci etar) 
Knox said we did not have any destroyers to spare. 
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Mr. WILLKIE. You are asking me whether I would rely upon Secre­
tary Knox? 

Senator ÜLARK of Missouri. I am asking you the question whether, 
jf the naval authorities say we cannot spare them, you woulcl still be 
in favor of turning them over. 

Mr. WILLKIE. No . I made that a vcry clear point in my statement. 
I say absolutely that if thry can be fw·nishecl without grcat hazard to 
the United Sta tes, then only should they be fw·nishcd. I havo a grcat 
hope that that won'L be thc auswer. 

Senator ÜLARIC of Missouri. Y our proposi tion that we should turn 
over 5 or 10 destroy ers a month is notan expert opinion? 

Mr. WILLICIE. I gave no cxpcrt opinion, Senator, and I have made 
that very clear. I am justan American, with the right to express my 
opinion. 

Senator ÜLARK of Missouri. Y o u named that particular figure as 
being thc amount wc should turn over . Do yo u ha ve any information 
asto whcther we can spare 5 or 10 clestroyers a month? 

Mr . WrLLKIE. Senator, if you will read my whole statement-­
Senator ÜLARIC of Missouri. I reacl your whole statement. 
Mr. WILLKIE. Did you see what I said about those questions tho.t 

were primarily expert questions of military ancl naval authorities? 
Senator ÜLARK of Missouri. I have read that. 
Mr. WrLLKIE. Now, Ido not pretend to be a naval expert, and if I 

were the one that was passing upon the question, I would get the advice 
of all the best naval experts on the question and then act accordingly. 

Senator ÜLARK of Missouri. You are in favor of turoiug over long­
rango bombers. If your other statement is correct that if Great 
Britain failed in this war we would be at war with Germany within 30 
or 60 days--

Mr. WILLKIE. Quickly. 
Senator ÜLARK of Missouri. I am not pinning you clown to an exact 

number of days. If that situation develop ed and we hau turneu over 
such long-range bombers as we have, which are vital for our own 
defense, we would be in an unfortunate situation? 

Mr. WrLLICIE. Ycs; and we would be in an exLremoly unfortunate 
situation if wo should let Britain fail. 

Senator ÜLARic of Missouri. We would be in a much beLter posit ion 
if we were attacked by Germany . 

. Mr. WILLICIE. I do not agrec with you. That is where you and I 
d1sagree. 

?enator ÜLARIC of Missouri. If, in spitc of our aid to Gr('at BriLuin, 
were to fail, we would cerLainly be in a very mnch worse 

posltwn not to have any long-range bomb ers, or to hav e diminished 
our Navy than wc would be otherwise, would we no t? 

Mr. WILLKIE. Yes; but if we fail ed to send bombers to England, 
a result England should collapse, we would be in a much worse 

posttwn. 
. Senator ÜLARK of Missouri. Y o u simply makc the assumption that 
1f we do what you Lhink we ought to clo, Great Br.itain will bo suc­
ccssful? 

Mr. WILLKIE. That is my judgmcnt. 
Senator ÜLARK of Missouri. Suppose you happ('n ed io be wrong 

about that? If we should denud e our defenses by sencling implc­
ments of war to Great Britain, and Great Britain should fail in spito 



888 l'HO:\IOTE DEFE.\SB OF THE U.\ ITED 

of our assistancc, havin g dcnuclocl our own clefcnses, wc woulcl hu in 
a very much more unfortunate situation. 

Mr. WILLKIE. I am still doubtful if that is true. If by scncling; 
bomber s we werc to help wcakcn Germany, we might still be in a 
strongcr position than if wc kcpt tho bombers. 

Senator CLARK of Yli.ssouri. Suppose t lJe Germrtns got our bombcrs 
and used them against us? 

Mr. WILLKIE. If all the hazard s of war go a.gainst us, we will get 
wh.ipped. 

SC'nator CLARK of Missouri. Dicl not that sit uation exist in thc 
case of sorne bomber s we hacl solcl to France, which wer e later usccl 
against Great Britain? . . 

11r. WrLLKIE. Surely. vVe cau only express our opuuons upon our 
beliefs. My belief is that if we furni sh aid to Britain, the contiugency 
which you mention will_ ncver: m·ise. . . 

Senator CL.>RK of l'vllssoun . Y o u are stakmg everyt .hmg on your 
beli ef that Great Bri.tain will wi11 with our assisümce. 

Mr. \'VILLKIE. No. 
Senator CLARK of Missomi. You are gambling cverything on tha.t 

onc carel. 
l\1r. vVu.LKIE. No. If we kcep Gennany busy for the next fj 

months or y ear, and Britain shoulcl go clown, WC' would be i1_1 1"!1-uch 
b0tter shapc Lhnn if we hacl fL Íl'W extra destroyer and l(•t BnLatn go 
clown now. 

Senator CL.\RK of .Missouri. ls that true if in tlle meantiml' \\·e hnd 
becu transferring to Great BritaiJ1 90 to 95 percC'nt of OLtr airplane 
prod uctiün? 

M r. v\' E. J still belio ve tlHtt. 
Senuto r CL.\RK of 11i ssouri. Did you obtain nay informntion in 

your valious inteniews_as to the amounts t be Briti sh nceded from tbc 
Unitecl Stntes for supphes m 1941 une! 1942? 

:Mr. IYILLKIE. l cannot give you lhose figmes oll'hand. l lalked 
wit.h va.ri.ous per t'ons. 1 ciicl nol know you wNe goí ng lo 
exami nl' me about. t.hat. 

Senator CLARK of Missouri. Could you gin us lhl' itd"orm t"tLion iu 
round figure ? 

Mr. WrLLKIE. No; I cannot. 
SenaLor CL.\RK of Missouri. ArC' you able to make any esLimat.e'? 
Mr. WILLKIE. No; l would not wanL to guess. 
SenaLor CL.\RK of Missouri. Could you g iw us auy round figun•s 

as to the rcq u iremcn ts f or 1941 '? 
l\1r. YVILLKIE. I ,,·oulcl not wanl t.o l1aznrd n guess . 
Srna.tor CLARK of 1\!Iissomi. Tlw bill ns introducl'd in tlw SenuLr is 

without limiLation as Lo time, spnct', or s uhstancC'. 
Mr. \VrLLKIE. Y0s; but I think it shou lcl hav<' a limitation as lo 

t.iml' and space. 
Senator CLARK of 1\Iissouri. Did you oblain any in[ormntion t1S 

to tbe resourcC's wh ich the Bri tish h,1d to me el l hesr. demn neis, i'i llwr 
in the way of collateral or liquid st•curit. ics'? 

Mr. WrLLKIE. I hacl a lot of talks übout thtLL question. 1 clo nol 
know how to deil'rminl' that , or how anybody C'lse could dl'lcrmint' 
it exact.ly. 

Scnator CLARIC of Missouri. Did you havo occasion Lo rrad thc 
report of the Federal R escrvr Board? 

889 
\VILLKIE. I rPacl it sorne time ao·o. 

Scnator CL.\RK of 1Iissouri. As an° exprrt on finuncial mattC'rs, 
were yo u able to fonn any opinion on i t"? 

I rC'acl iL at timr. You arC' asking me whcther 
or not I thmk l\fr. rs u financial expert . 

of ?-.ll:ssotu't. 1 am you wh ethC'r or not you 
l\ft . ?-.1orgenthau 1s a gn'atrr financml C'xpert than the Federal 

RC'scrvl' Board. 
).lr. do noL wanL meto answt'r that question. Ido 

not want t.o rnclulgc m pcrsonalitics. 
Senator CLARK of ::\'Iissouri. Are you in favor of any ceili 1w beino· 

put on t.he nmounL to be C'xprndecl unclcr this bill? o o 

Y es ; as l suggC'stecl in 0)1C' of my amenclments. I 
w1thm 1:athcr appropnate limits Congrc s shoulcl hold thc pursc 

stnngs. I satd very franldy _Lhat I could noL offC'r you much in t.he 
way of a figurr on Lhat I agree with you on that. 

Srnator CL_ARK lllls so L:n. You havo flown halfway urouncl thc 
wor!d to advtse _th1s e<:nnmJtLPr. VV<.' would he glad to havc an 
advrce yo u can grvc us w that nw ttrr. y 

.. WrLLKIE. I dicl not fly hnlfway nround tl1e world lo advi C' lhi s 
or anybo_dy d sr. Lct us be fa ir abo u l th is. Scnator 

wu:C'd m<.' askmg 1f I would app ra r bdon' t.he commilteC' and 
I constclPr 1L t? lw tlw duty of t111y AmPrican citizPn , whC'n beis 
to appenr bdorP a commlttN', particularly by such a di stinguisllC'd 

as Scnator lwfon' such nn important con1m ilt Pe 
as tlns, to rcsponcl. , J 1s on<''s obligation Lo come, ancll canw. 

SC'nalor CLAHK of .NI1ssour1. Tha l is C'n t irely proper. 
::\1r .. IVrLLKIE. I hacl no nolion thal 1 was going to testify bofore lht' 

commlttcc when 1 lefl. · 
Sena toy CLARK oJ Mi ssouri. V\llwn yo u lt>fl Loncl on? 
::\lr. VVILLKIE. I ld L thn Unitod StaLC's. 
Sennlor CL\ HK of Missouri. I undC'rstand t.hat. 

. Mr. I C'vontually to come back , irn' spcdivr of 
whcth cr or noL T lt'sllfwd. [Lauglttcr.] 

CLAH.K of .i\1issour i. Yott did c ut. shorL your trip to Europ<'? 
-'' f1. \V ILLKIE. \.. fow days. 
Senntor of [ askino· you whcllwr havino· 

appoared before commitLco _lo pre scnt vil'Ws, you any 
vrews on the subJoct of the cmlmg. 

1 
Mr. WILLKIE. I say ycry frankly , Senator, in my principal statc ­

m Lhe brwf hmC' l have had , I cannot offor you a construc­
ftvc .s,ugg,estt?n on tlu' amount. Unclcrstand, I got off a boat day 

<1ncl the first day was consumed in greetino- my 

1
ncnds_ and family, and so forth , and I havo about a clay a 

?1 2 days. 1 .h:.tvc not anythmg const ruct rve to offer on lha t 
o. l am very fmn _k abo_ut that in my s t.atl'mcnt.. 

CL.\RK ?f Mrssoun. It was the other clay by appar­
l . Y _compctrnt wJtnC'sscs that Great Bntam has somp 1 O prrcent more 

now than shc lw.d at thP b0ginning of tbe war. Did you lC'arn 
a.nythmg about that? 

Mr. W ILLKIE. I do not believo tha t is correct. 
CLARK of Mis ouri. Whn.t nr0 t_he facts? 

m·. 1 · I \voulcl not pretrncl to g1vc Y?ll c·x?ct facts, but you 
ust unclcJstancl that that does not state the sJtuatwn. Do not take 



890 PHG:\IOTE DEFE:\SE OF THE Ll\'ITED STATES 

these figures as cxact. They are approximately correct. Britain has 
about 15,000,000 tons of shipping facilities, but that was about what 
she nceclcd in normal times. A great deal of that has been cliverted 
to bringing in war material, and so forth. So that tbe requircments 
for orclinary shipping havo to be met with a much reduced shipping 
by reason of thc a:mount divertcd for other purposes. I think I am 
correct in my figure, subjcct to check, of course, that thc destruction 
has been about 60,000 tons a week, and that they are able to build 
about 20,000 tons . I think those figures are correct. 

Senator ÜLARK of Missouri. They also acquired a large amount of 
shipping from othcr powers, did they not, such as Denmark, Sweden, 
and Gcrmany? 

Mr. W ILLKIE. Y cs. I think they got all thcy could fin d. 
Senator ÜLARK of Missouri . Did you learn anything as to their 

present situation? 
Mr. WrLLKIE. I have tried to describe that in my testimony. I 

think their present situation is this: I think they are doing a rcmark­
able job, but they ha ve had to divert a lot of their sbipping to bringing 
in instruments oí clefense. In adclition to that, by reason of their 
war activities, they bave to use a great many oí thcir ships for other 
purposes. Thercfore they cannot build as rapidly as their productivo 
capacity woulcl permit. What I am saying to you is-and it is only 
personal judgmcnt-that Britain's inunediate problem is to kcep these 
ports open and to keep that lung breathing. That is my juclgmcnt, íor 
whatevcr it is worth. 

Scnator ÜLARK of Missomi. That comes back to tbe question I 
asked you a whilc ago, as to whether, if the countcr-blockadc should 
become effective, or more cffcctive, it would then be your idea that it 
would be thc dut:v of the United States, orto Lhc intercst of the Unitcd 
States - as you choosc to put it- to convoy those ships. 

11r. \YILLKIE. I would measure it by many, many things at the time. 
I would not say flatly now that if 2 years from now sorne given situation 
might arise, I should do such and sucb. I havc not that much fore­
sight. 

Senutor ÜLARK of Missouri. Did you obtain any iníormation as to 
the amount of British tonnage wbicb is employcd otbcrwise than in the 
war zonc, that is to say, in the Pacific and elsewhere? 

1Ir. WILLKIE. I have hcard those figures. 
Senator ÜLARK of 1Iissomi. IL is a very largo amount, is it not? 
1\Ir. WrLLKIE. I think it is substanLial. 
SenaLor ÜLARK of 11issouri. It was tesLifird yesterclay by rcpre­

sentaiives of American camen that Grcat Britain was still using 
much oC its hipping on its own normal traclc routes, ancl sceking Lo 
have thc Unitcd SLates shipping clivcrtccl to thcm for thc purpose of 
convoying. Do you know anything about lhaL? 

1Ir. ,,..,ILLKIE. I do not bclic, Tc Lhat. 
Senator OL.IRK of 11issouri. Do yo11 know anylhing abouL iL? 

\YILLKIE. Nothing exccpt from Lliscussions. I do not bclicve 
it. 

Scnator ÜLARK of 1Ii s ouri. Die! you obtain any inCormation as to 
how much foodstuffs ancl othcr materinls are being lran sporLecl by 
BriLish ships on long hauls from thr 8outhern Hcmisph erc, instead 
of on short hauls from Cunada nnd tiH' U nilt>d SLales? 

Mr. \VrLLKIE. I lwli<'Ye that is slight. I htwc heard discussion of 
thnt. 

891 
CLAHK of You ha, ·e not nnv informaLion '? 

"\_iVILLK!B. l have not .any Pxaet figun•s. · 1 did noL know you 
wcrr to ask ah?uL on each point. 

8enaL01 Ou.nK oi Dtd you have any cliscussion ovcr 
the!·c as to wltethcr·, If the Brt t tsh oh La inl'd loa ns or gifts from the 

Sta tes, woulcl buy tht> produets of tlu' American farnwr? 
Or will t.hey to buy from Argentina <lnd otlwr countries 
thc SoutLcrn Hemtspb.crf'? 

Mr. vVrLLKIE. I not.cv en ask anyhody a question likc that. 
Scnll:Lor oí Do you still hol<l, as you clid in thc 

campatgl} , tha t atcl to J!ntam should be sbort of war? 
Mr. vt.cws as I cxprcss('d th 0111 lwrc. 

of I 11111 askmg a sp<•cific q uestion. ?Ir. WrLLJ\.IE. I tned Lo mak(' vcry clear thaL my position is 
Lhe samc as 1.t was long beforc thc convcution all durinO' the 

campmgn, and cvrr smce the el<'eLion. ' b 

. Senator ::Vfissouri. You did usr lhe phmse "short f . ·" 
m tbc r!tcl you not'? 0 wat 

Mr. VVILLKIE. Y es. 
ScnaLor ÜLAmc of .Mi!'so tui Do you slill ndhPI'l' Lo UwL viC'w? 
Mr. vVrLT"'KIE. YL•fl. 

ScnaLor OL.\RK of .:vfiRsou ri. " 'her1• do vou drn.w Lhc lino llsJ10.1.L f 
war"? · o 

Mr,. Wr_LLKu:. lried Lo makc il clear Lo you thaL r thiJJk 
dfPctive md to Bnt11:m ulm<?sL surc• Lo be sllorL of \vat·. 

. rní!-tor ÜL.I.HK of i\ilssoul'l. \Voulcl you consider lhat convoying 
om shtps would ]¡p short of war'? 
:Ir. . . _l1avc lo you !hat in my judgnwnl - and I ex­

prP.ssrd Jt. Brt.!Jsb ofhctals - co!t'·oy.ing hips mighL produce an 
mc1d:m "h1ch m1gllt be provocalt\ :c _of W1tr if an altack should be 

?n them. ! my vrry fra.nkly to the British 
that r. d,d noL Llunk the AIUC'I'ICHIJ publte senLimcnt woulcl 

pmnuL that acLton. 
of Missouri. Do you eonsidt•r llte opt>nirw of our 

po1 L . to ,the Br1 l1sh wür vesscls Lo be short of war? b 

MI· n ILLKIE. O f e o m· e, when yo u sn y 11 shorL of war" i t is }1'1· 
otber LPrm On . ¡ · 1 · · · • · any S t e e can O? y rxpress liS J udgmc·nL ns lo those thitJO'S 
l ' en a or r,.HtK of 1 ftssourt. That is \\·hat 1 a m lrying to O'Ct 
o do .. Both you une! tite Prcsident, and mnny otht•t·s in tlte 

il
ealmpta!gtill. the LPrm of war ," buL I havo not'heard much 

JOU l aLe y. ' 
\h WrLLJ'IE Y 1 · l · 1 . . ou lfl \·e ccr atn y hearcl evcrything I said hcre, 

m :<>
1
J?n tm

1
· C'LAHK of Only i11 lhe la l fpv; minutrs sinep I 

< n JODN lh<· lPr1n 11 shorl ol wnr " ' 
\Ir lV · · I ·¡ . 

t · · TLLKIE. e o nol jusluse lhe samc pltraS('S evc1·y clay r Lt·y 
0 $et llt>\\· OllPS. [Laughlcr.] · 

:iPnator C'L.\RK of :\Iissom ·i. I ho¡w you succccd in Uwt Wl 'll ¡ 
lo for Llw phrasc 11 short of war"? · H < 

0 

, • 1.1.: .'VlLLKlE. I saHI to you lH're, clfectin• aid lo Britai 11 J 
out of war. (<'eps 

St'nator Or" - f :-.r · D' ¡ not Gr> ·: ... o .• JssourJ. . •e you lcam over thrrc whethPr or 
PrJ·m :St'Jtfun ttself has evct· confcrred such swccpinO' power on 

e •' mtstpr Ohurchtll? b 
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Nir. WILLKIE. No; I would not dclcrmiiw Ameri can policy by 

'vha t somcbody rlse did. . . . 
SenaLor ÜLARK of l\[issouri. Havr yo u any mformalwn as to 

whetltcr Canacla or Australia or Nrw Zcaland or uny otlwr British 
dominion has gonc Lo such an extt>nL"? 

Mr. vVILLKIE. IL woulcl noL llave any efl'ecL Otl my judgmcnL jf I 
hacl. 

Scnator CLAllK of 1\fissouri. Dicl you rvrr hrar of it? 
Mr. WILLKIE. No; I nrver songht to ('hcck it. 
Senalor CLARK of This bill providPs, dors it not, that thl' 

PresidenL can buy any arnounL of supplies anywherc in Uw world, aucl 
tmnsfer them to' any. country he may designa Le'? . 

Nir. WILLKIE. Senalor, I bavc suggesLccl the amen<lmcnts .'V:Iuch I 
think oughL Lo be madc Lo tbP bill. u know lhc pr<?VlSIOns of 
the bill are. Thrrr is no bclp I can gt vt' Lo yo u m m tcrprPtmg any of 
the provisions of thc bill. ')_"ou, I und<•rstand , are Lhc distin­
guishcd ln,wyer all the St. Loms bar , and forme to altcmpL to mtrrpret 
for you-- .. . . . . 

Sena tor CLA RK of l\1tssourL 1 dtd not say a.nytlung of tho km d . 
Mr. WILLKIE. I dicl nol say yon dicl; l clicl. . . . 
Senntor CLARK of Missouri. You an• an cxLraorclmanly sk illful 

]awycr, ancl I ask you. this hill docs not provide tlwt the 
Presidcnt cn.n buy any su.pphes anywhrre and transf<·r them lo any 
nation he mn,y drsignaL<'. 

Mr. \VILLKIE. Aftcr the amendments I haYo suggcstcd lwn bcen 
adopLcd Llu1L wonld noL be Lruc. 

CLARK of Just in way "·ould youlimiL Lhat 
authority? . 

'Mr. 'VrLLKIE. If you. wa.nt meto go o.n!· the 
Lhc first place, I spcciftcally said 1 would lmuL tL Lo Lhe BnLt sh Com­
mouwcalth of N ations, Chintt, and Grcecc. 

SenaLor CLARK of You would not prohihiL ihe pmrer of 
thc Prcsidcnt lo purchas c ouLsidc of thc Unilcd StaLcs auywhere he 
chosc? 

Mr. vVrLLKIE. '\'iLh thc proYisions in th<' bill, 11.nd with tl>c amt·ncl-
mrnL l wonld sttggrst, l woulcl ,·o le for Lhe l>ill if I wrn· in you r 
posiLion. . . . 

Senator Cr-.•nK of l\!Jssonn. :\fr. Pn• s turnL-- [LaughLer and 
applausP.] . 

.Hr. Vl'rLI.Km. SenaLor, yon mNrl y S[J('l:Ü ;: of wlHll should han bren. 
[LaughLcr ] . . . . . 

SenaLor CL.\HK of No; 1 am re n,lly g1nng you consolutw n 
in view of ,dwt hap]Wlt<'d lnst Non•mhcr. In s¡waJ.;:in:,!,' of LlH' Presi­
drnt lasL K ovrmbcr, yo u snid: 

But T cannot follo\\· thc Prcsidcnt in his concluct of for eign affairs in. this 
critical time. Therc havc bcen occasions whcn many of us ha\'C wond<'rcd 1f he 
is delibcratcly inciting us to \l'ar. 

Is Lhnt slill Your opinion? 
vYILLKIE. S!'IUÜOl', if :VOH are going ba.ck Lo campnign sp t>echrs, 

you know you m:lCh' onc in which you. aid l ,,·mlld geL us inLo wur and 
tlH' PrPsidPltl would not. 

Senator CL.\HK of }.lissouri. K o; I did 110l say thnt. 
".ILLKI E. Yon did nol say h<• would not? . 

Se1mtor CL.\ H.K of :\1issouri. I said T thoughL you wcre mor<' hkcly 
Lo than the Pn•sidenL, and I slil l lhink so. 
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l\Ir. "-rLLKIE. You said he woulcl not. 
Scnator CLARK of :\1issouri. I Lhink your sLaü•meni today com-

plctely demonsLrates that. · 
l\Ir. IVILLKIE. You said hP would not geL us into war. 
Senator CLARK of Missouri. N o; I macle no such promisr for thc 

Pr('siden t. 
Mr. WILLKIE. As to t.he sllttrmrnt ahou.t the President in thc 

coursc of Lhc campaign 1 madc a grcat many statemenLs him. 
He was my opponent, you knoK. 

Senator of l\fissou.ri. You " ·ould not have said anvthing 
aboul your opponent you did nol tltink was true, would you.? 

l\•1r. Wn .. LKIE. Oh, no; buL occasionally in momcnLs of oratory in 
campaigns we all expand a litt]e bit. 

SenaLor CL.\RK of Missouri. You are Lhc champion of Lhis foreign 
policy--

Mr. WILLKIE. Oh, no. 
Scnn.t.or CL.\RK of l\1issouri. And l wnnl to know wheiher you ha ve 

changed yom mind aboul iL. 
Mr. vYn .. LKIE. No; I luwe nlways sa id I was for aid to Britain and 

I ihought the President, bdore thc campnign, was ralher reokldss in 
his utter:nn.ces a.bou.t intcrnaLional affairs, .but I do not seo any 
reason of d1scu.ssmg lt ancl ra.kmg u.p olcl acrtmOlll('S. But you are a 
Unitecl Statcs Sen a tor, ancl you havr a right Lo n,sk me, and 1 hesitate 
to answcr only bccausr I do not want to drag ovcr old coals. If you 
create Lhc inference I :1111 afraid to ::tnswcr l shall be o'la,d to answ!'r 
but it is a matter of choice on my part not. to go 
sperches. 

Senator CL.\RK of Yon said lhaL you belicved it Lo be 
Lhe firsL duty of a Pre s idenl Lo n1<1inLain pea.ce. 

l\Ir. VVILLKIE. Y !'S. 

S('nalor CLARK of Ancl thut :\Ir. Roosevelt was not doin"' 
Lhat.. You said, "He has dabbh•d in infiammaLory statcmenLs." b 

lVIr. WILLKIE. Tbn,t is righL, and thaL is what I do not bdi evc in. 
Senator CLARI-c of Misso uri. Yo u sa icl: 
But this cloes not mean that ata critica! pcriocl in historv our Prcs iclcnt shou ld 

cause bittcrncss and confusion for thc sake of a little poliÜcal m·ator.v. 

?-.Ir. \VILLKIE. Tlwt. is righL. I hcsitntc to go into this, bec.wsc I 
do not wanL to rakc ovrr ol<l coals. I was much opposecl Lo sorne of 
the tatemenLs Lhc Prcsiclcnl macl(•, and I LhoughL thcy wcre rt'cldess 
ancl iuflammaLory. I hrs iLate Lo say lhaL now. \VhaL o-ood do(•sit do? 

S(•nator CL \RK of You stlid: "' 
The Presid cnt's attacks on forcign powers ha\·e bcen useless ancl dangerous. 

:\Ir. 'WrLLKIE. Smr; thosc are th<' words. 
Senatm CLARK of .:\Iisso uri. You continucd --

\YrLLKIE. :\lr. Chairman, I woulclraLber, noL llw.L I hnve any 
bes1tancy , buL I die! nol pull my punches in ihr cnmpaign. 

Srnntor CL.\RK of.:\lissouri. ll'LhewilnessdoesnotcnrcLoanswer-­
:\Ir. \YILLKIE. 1 clo not wanl tl!l' infen•nc::- lhnt I nm nfraicl . 
Thr Willkie has indicated thaL he did uot caro lo 

go ovrr it. 
Senator CL.\RK of l\Iissouri. I su¡rgpst that when :\Ir. vrillki e comes 

here and presPlll s bimself as a wiLnt•ss--
1fr. \YrLLKIE. Go aheacl. I ju st want to rcgist er that I disagreecl 

much \vlth some of the st.atemr nts made by the Pr<'sident. I said so. 
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I still bclicve it. Thc only object in thc world I have in not discussing 
it fully is tbat I do not sec what purposc it accomplishes. . 

Scnator ÜLARJC of 11issouri. I wish to find out your vtews now, 
as to whethcr thcy are thc same. . . . 

Mr. WILLKIE. If you ask me my vww affi.rmattvcly, l wtll A.nswer 
any of your questions. . . . 

Senator ÜLARK of MtssourL You satd: 
He has courted a war for which the country is helplessly nnprepar ed. 

Mr. WILLKIE. That is right. l think his inílamator y statemcnts 
werc bacl, but still I rcgistcr my protest about drngging ovcr these 
things. 

Senator ÜLARK of Missouri. Havc you changcd your views about 
tbat since? 

Mr. WrLLKIE. Y cs. l think the Prcsitlcnt has been more tcmperate 
in bis statements thc last scvera l months. l hesitate to say that, too, 
bccause I see no objectivc when I am working for national unity in 
bringin g up personal ql_testiOJ_lS. . 

Scnator CL.I.RK of M1ssour1. You contmucd: 
He has sccretly mcddled in the affairs of Europe and he has evcu uuscrupu­

lously encouraged other countrics to hopc for more help than we are ablc to gnre. 

Mr. WILLKIE. Thcrc was a currcnt rcport at the time he had 
madc c0rtain promiscs to France about whut wc werc gomg to do 
wbich wc could nol fulfill. Again l .. l sLrnggled as han]_ flS 
I could to beat Franklin Roosev<'lL, ancl I tncd to keep from pullmg 
11ny of my punches. He WtlS clccted Prcsidrnt. He is my Presidcnt 
now. [Applau sc.] 

The ÜHAIRM.\N. Thc Chair ha askcd th11L Llw audienr e noL ck-
monstra.te. A rrpctiiion of Lhc demon stration will cause th e Chllir Lo 
clear the room immNliatcly. 

Senator ÜLARK of Missouri. Mr. vVillki<', you further S<1 id--
Thr CH.\IRi\L\N. Scnator Clark, let me suy this Lo thc witncss. 1Ir. 

Willkic , if you are noL clisposccl to _into about w_hich 8t•nator 
has bt•en quesLioning you, 1L 1s your ngbt Lo declmc t? so. 

Mr. WrLLKIE. If it is underslood by Lhe conmuLLce that lt 1s not 
becanse I have any dread or fcnr of cngaging in thc discussion with 
Senator Clark, or that I am withclrawing any prcvious staLcmcnts, l 
shall discontinuo. It is simply because I do not sec what valu c can 
be accomplishecl by pursuing those which wt>n' setLlccl, 
contrary Lo my by_ the Amenc_an elecLoraLe last 

Senator CL.\RK of M1ssoun. :Mr. Chammw, does thc Chan· rule 
tbat I may not pursuc this line'? . . . 

The CHAIRMAN. No· Lhe Chair cücl not so rule, but tlw Chmr sa1d 
to Mr. Willkie, a as is perfcctly obvious, Lh11l if he wished 
to decline to ans\n'r thc q ucsLions, he migll t do so. . . 

Senator CL.I.RK of 11issouri. I have repratedly sa1d lhat Lhc w1tness 
could decline to answcr any q uestion he wanted not to UD5 \\' l'r. I 
wish to ask bim one more qucslion. Did you not say: 

But whilc he has thus been quick to tell other nations what thcy ought to do, 
Mr. Roosevelt has been slow to take the American people into his 
He has hesitated to report facts, to explam sttuatwn , or to define reallstte 
objectives. 

Mr. Willkie has Lhc Presiclcnt taken yon into bis confidcncc now? 
11r. WrLLK;E. Se11ator Clark, I clid think, and I still think, that 

the Prcsident could ha.Yt' conclucLecl forcign afrairs wiih more candor 
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to thc American pcople. That was a dispute ancl a discus ion which 
occurred in thc campaign. H I thoughL Lhe same thincr tomorrow 
I would say it again. You are asking me whcther the 
taken me into bis confidence. I talkcd Lo Lhc Prrsident about 15 or 20 

just bcforc going to. larg ely about gencralitics, the 
only L1me I have talked to lum m 4 years. 

ÜLARK of .1\'Iissouri. I was _not in any manner criticizing 
your nght todo anythmg you plcased m thc campaign--

Mr. WrLLKIE. Any time. 
S_enator ÜLARK of Missouri_. Or any <;>ther I "-us mcrely 

askmg you what has occurred smcc your blt of cnt1C1sm of this foreign 
poliry to chang e your view abouL it. 

l\Ir. WrLLKIE. Lct us seo what that critic ism was. I Lhoucrht sorne 
of the President's remarlm with rcfcrencc to forcign wcre 
rathcr rrcklcss. Ther e was a strong report , which l bclievccl a t the 
time, Lhat the promised Franco certain hclp whieh we 
were notable to g1ve. I behcv ccl that hr hacl not takm the American 
pcople enough in te;> his Tbc administmtion argued to the 
c<;mtrary, ancl the Jlll"Y ,-oted 11gamst me on tha t sub ject, beca use they 
d1d not clect me. Thcn you follow up ancl say 11m I in thc Prcsident's 
confidcnce now. Not at all, exccpt from bis public declarations. 

Scnator ÜLARK of M_issouri. You al o said in tbe campaign that 
Mr. Roosevelt, the PresJclent, had telephonccl Hitler and Mussolini. 

WILLKIE. Scnator, I am glad you raised thaL question, because 
I d1d not sa:r that. was this, and l am vcry glad for 
an opportum ty to cxplam J ust what happenccl. 

I made a talk, I bdieve at Joliet or Peoría, Ill., which was an extem­
talk, and wc hada system on the train of having somebody 

sLrmghten out, thc sentences, so the speechcs could be clistribnted to 
the press. I usecl the word "communicatccl." The chccker thought 
the word was ''telcphonecl_." Thc spee_ch, without my knowledge, 
'':'as released. I. corrected as soon as lt was brought to my atten­
tic;m; frankly smcl, I was rrustakcn about it. I ha ve madc a lot of 

All I try to. do is1 wben _1 make a mistakc, as soon as I 
cliscovcr 1t, to correet lt, wluch l chd that time in 2 hours. There 
are a good man.y here who wcre on my Lrain, and you can ask 
tbem whcther that 1s co rrect or not. 

Sc'nator ÜLAHK of Missouri: l. am not qucstioning your statement. 
Mr .. I lt JUSL as s<;wn as it wa brought to my 

attentwn, Issnr:d a pubhc statcment, smcl I misspokc myself. And 
the reason I smcl that becansc I did not :want to put thc blame 
on somcbody on thc tram whom I had authonzecl Lo act. for me. 

Sc;:nator ÜLARK <?f Y<;>n tt li_ttle while ngo that you 
of the o1 publ1c opmwn m certain contingencies 

pushmg: Prcs1dent Congrcss into war. Do you fccl any 
re pons1b1h ty towarcl moldmg public opinion? 

Mr. I try to my views. I uppose that is part 
of the ob]ectlve of tlus hcarmg, to express one's views. 
w Senator of l\lissouri. If it should appcar Uwt Great Britain 

as up. lt and was going to be clcfeatrcl, would you fcel any 
in molding public sent.imcnt---

My. ILLKIE. That is such a general qu.cstion as to whether on a 
part10 l · tl · · · l · · ' u ar ung at a partteu ar tune J woulcl writc an article or make 
a talk. Y o u do not wa nt to ask me that questiou. 
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Scnator CLARK of 1Iissouri. If you do not wanL to answer it, 
I cannoL force you to do so . . . 

Mr. WILLKIE. You try to makr 1L srem as Lhough I wrrr afrmd to 
answer. 

Senator CLARK of 11is souri. You can answcr or not. 
Nlr. WILLKIE. LcL us fm·gcL it. 
Thc CHAIHi\IAN. Senator Gla ss, havo you any questions? 
Senator l shoulcl likc to ask .\Ir. Willkic onc qursLion. 

Do you slill bdicvc in the provision of thc Yirginia Bill of Rights 
which provicles againsL cruel and . . 

Ir. \iVILLKIE. l do, sir. I bchrve m rvcrytlnng m Lhc Blll of R1ghLs, 
ancl mos L lhings that Scnalor Glas s is for, who almost symbolizc s to 
me Lhe Virginia Bill of RighLs. 

Thc CuAml\ rAN. Scnalor Byrncs , havc you any qucslions? 
Scnator BYitNES . .\Ir. 1'\ilikic. from your con\Crsations with thc 

Brit.ish officials ancl t.hc pcoplr , did you get the imprcssion Lhat they 
fearcd an in vasion lhi s sprin g ? 

11r. WILLKIE. Scnator, l can only givc you my reflcctions. Tlle 
British people siL with a daily appn' bcnsion that lhcrc will be an 
aUempL to invade t.hem. 

Senator BYRNES. \Voulcl you care to makc a statcmcnt as lo whcthcr 
or not in you r opinion specc ly action upon t his w.ould give rncour­
aaemcn t to t.hrm in t.hcir rfl'ort.s to rcprll tha t mvaswn? 

0
l\[r. liVILLKIE. Scnator, if you ask me to I 

say I am nol an expert - I think noL alone willi.t do LhaL but I 
it will givc grcnt Lo the Nazi , as \\·cll as g1vmg 
encoumgcment to lhe Bnt.I sh. . 

Scnator BYRNER. That IS ull I dr sH·c to ask. 
The CH AIH.i\IAN. Scn11tor Counally? 
Scnator CoNNALLI-. I wisb Lo ask ?\Ir. \Yillki c onc qucsLion. A 

good de al or sLn'SS has he en placed hy somc Senalors in q ucstiOilÍllg 
you as to ('f\'ect.ivc uncl uondrrctivc lwlp. 

1lr. VVILLKIE. Y t'S, sir. . . . 
Sc,nator CoNNALLY. As I undcrstand your Lcs t.unony , IL IS that 

mos t of it is prcdicatcd upon our giving GreaL Brilain cfl'ecLivt' h clp . 
1[r. WILLKIE. Thnt is right. ' I t.bink wc sbould do onc of Lwo 

things, gi,Te them no nicl or givt' them cífe.cLivc aid. . .. 
Srnator CoNN .\LLY. Exactly. ThPt' e ts no advant.age m g1 vmg 

somcbody jusL enoug-lt aid Lo haYo th.cm lickcd , is llwrc'? 
Ur. WILLKIE. Di advanlnge, I thmk. 
Senator So wlll.l.t you mean is LhaL wc should ai<l them, 

ancl aid thPm promplly , and wc shoulcl aid tbcm Pnough Lo help t.hcm 
do thc job? 

l\lr. WILLKIE. Tbal is right. 
Senat.or CoNNALLY. is no sensc in having all urmy just big 

enough to grt lickrd? 
Mr. WILLKIE. Not at l.lll. 
Scnator CoNNALLY. Ora navy jusl hig enough .to gL'L l.ickccl'? 
11r. \YILLKIE. N o; l.lncl I honestly lwlicve thal tf g1vc Lhat 

eífective !.lid, thcy will prcvDil. .TbaL only a. nonexpcrt opnnon . 
Scnator CoNNALLY. Your Lcsttmony JS that 1f wr gtvc tlwm diec­

tivr aicl, that is, cnough to rnable thrm t.o do lhe job. Lhcn the threat 
of war on Lhe Unitccl States will be removed? 

1Jr. WrLLKIE. I think that is thc only V\l.l.Y we cnn kccp out of wur. 
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SenDt.or CoNNALI.Y. Exaclly: GillcLte askecl you about 

!he revn ra] of thesr democracJcs havc bren conquercd, sub­
Jugatcd, ancl cnslavrd by the Nazts, ancl whrthcr or not Britain's 

woulcl. causr Lo be r evivod. LrL me as k yo u this qucs­
twn: If Bnlam prcvatls , llwy would havo a bPl ter chancr to rrviv(' 
would thcy not, than if shc failecl? ' 

Mr. WILLKIE. No chancc at all if shc failccl suhstanlial dwn ce 
if she survivrs, and if Amcr·ica give s hrr effccti ve' aicl Bri la in will aill 
( brm to survive. ' 

CoNNALLY .. In othrr words , if \\"t' givr rffrctivc aid to 
BnLam and shr prevatls, thr peac c naturally would be unclrr thr 
control of thc Urutccl State s ancl GrraL Bri'tain? 

1lr. vVILLKIE. That is right, wilh LIS the dominant pcrson if wo 
wanL to he. 

Senator CoNNALLY. In thr process lhry migltL havc somP chancc to 
rcviw? 

1\Ir. IYILJ.KIE. Tht> only chuncc. 
• enator CoNNALLY. But with the downfall of Britain they woulcl 

havc no chance ofreviving? 
.\lr. WILLKIE. That is right .. 
Senator CoNN .\LLY. Tltc funernl would be o,·cr? 

Ir. Poln.Jlfl is the N cthrrlands is gonc; Norway is 
gonc; Bclgtum ts gonc; Fmnrc ts gonc; yet i f Bri tain prcvails I think 
thcy will nll revive. 

cnat01: CoNN.\LL?'. J S<ty, Mr. Chl.linnan and .\fr. Willkie, 
Llwt J th!nk Mr .. IVdlkie h<lS made a vcry fine Amcricn ,n statement 
beforc I pcr . onnlly a.m vcry much obliged to him 
for commg her('. 

The CH.\IH.i\L\.N. Senator Rc,vnolds de ircs to ask one more qucstion. 
enato r REYNOLDS. J Oll<". q uestion, l\fr. \Villki c. Having 

personally what IS taklllg place in the British I sles ancl 
l1igh officials in authoyity and ha,· ing been proviclecl 

w!Lh .the mJorm.ntwn tj1ere, do you bclieve thüt t he British Empirc, 
wlth tts populatwn of .')00,000,000 pcople, toaethcr with nll of thc aid 
that we can giv.e undf'r this bill, wlt en will bring about victory 
for Great Bntam aml deff'nt for Gcrmnnv'? 

. 11r. .. Ycs - if I understand what you mean. I think if we 
gtve aJC! to Britnin that Britain will prevail. That is a 
mD.ttcr ?1 J.uclgmeHt. It IS not worth any more than judgment or 
ratiOnaltzatLOn. 
. '",<'!tator REYNOLDR. I?urswmcr of that onc que slion , boing 
mt<.tested. us l am , pnmanly Dnd only m thc snf<'ty and the pr<'Sc'r­
vatiOn of tlw United taLes of Amcrira --

.\fr. WILLKIE. As W<' ull are. 
Sruator Rt:.:yNoLDK. As W<' al! l.lrc. The onr queslion in my min cl 

tbat. has wonted mt' , und Lhc only queslion as a. maller of fuct has 
whetlwr t.}¡js biJl would aclvancc US war 01' lakc US 

1
°111 Wl.lr. And you , havmg answr rrd a moment ao·o to tlw efl'ccL 
lflL you bclic'wd tlt:ll lhis hill woulcl LakP us furtltctn.way war 

m. of llt'nrcr wnr, I ask, .\[r. Willki<', do you bdicvc 
01 Is 1t pE-rsonal opmwn thal if we pass i-bis iL will kccp 
us out of wn.r? 

1rr. WILLKIE. WPJl, I Cl.ln only sny lo you that in my .J·ucl!rmcnt 
that. is lruc. · 
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Renat.or Thtti is all. 
Mr. WrLLKTE. You S<'<', wc havo committcd ourselves to aid to 

Britain nlr<.'adv. lf aid to Britain is whaL is going to gct us into war , 
W<' are alrrad-\ r in- <'XC<'pt wo are not giving eifccLivc aid. 

Tho Renator Jolmson d<.'sin•s to ask ft que tion. 
enator JoH 'SON of California. How long wrn· you in Englnnd? 

1\Ir. vVrLLKIE. Just ü vcry briof time. 
Senator JoHN::>ON of Cnliforuia. How long'? 
Mr. vVrLLKIE. Oh, a conpl<• of W<'eks. . 
Renator JoH soN of California. You \n•rc accompnnwd over on 

yo m trip by ccri<ün gl'ntlc•mcn, w:cro yo u nol? 
1\Ir. V\ ILLKIE. Two por onn.J frwnds. 
SenaLor JoHNSON of Califomiu.. And lheir namrs? 
:Mr. Wn.LKIE. ,John Cowlrs and Landon K. Thorn<•. 
ScnaLor of Cnliforni11. Ho"· long would it taki- w Lo givo 

cffccLivc aid Lo Englnnd? . 
1lr \ VrLLKIE \V ell fienn tor tlw mili tlll"Y an(l na val PX¡)('t'Ls satd ­

and it all Lurns .l thin'k. Oll thi's qucstion of t'fl'Pclivo aid, 
aud largdy tbis <lut•sLion of_ Rlúpping,_ bombcr , aml so on , 
if you havo Uwm avnilnble. And wltltout clatmmg- to be an expert 
on it. in ftny way, I und<.'rst:wcl tlHü tlll'rr are a grr•a t many 
thaL wc could provide fnirly ímmcclintdy. You Ctlll df'tprmme that 
mueh bctter Lhan I cu.n, of eourse. . . 

SrnaLor JoHNHON of Cnlífomia. :\ly umler ·tandmg 1s that 90 pcr­
ccnl of thc bombl'!'s Uw L we luwe mn nufacturerl lH're haY e gone to 
England already. . . 

}.fr. WrLLKIE. s(' llaLor, I do not. S('(' wbn.L use, asJdo from praetr_cc, 
we havc immf'diatclv for thPm. LcL's assumc tbat. we wanl Lo grve 
d fective aid. · 

Se11ator J OHNSON of Cn.liforn ia. That is what I ftm examining yo u 
abo u t. 

11r. WILLKIE. YPs. 
SenaLor J OHNSON of C'alifom ift. Tite effecLive fl.id yo u sfiid was ftS 

t.o the bombcrs? 
1Ir. WrLLKIE. Yes. 
Senator JoHNSON of California. \\Tdl, we will omiL LhaL, because 

you probably arP nol fmníliar wíLh thc number of bombcrs that we 
havc givf'n alrf'acly. 

l\lr . ".ILLKIE. l\'ot speeifically , but 1 am gPncrnlly. Take bombcrs, 
for in tance; you hnw tlwm in the l · niLcd Sta les ExcPpL .for 
t.rniníng Lltct'<' is no us<.' for tl_tem .. If you wtth thr as umptwn 
that l do , that you should gtvt' dlecttn• utd, l gtYl' thcm to 
them to tlw n•ry límit , short of thosew<' rwNI for trniJ?mg. . 

S(•nator JoHNSON of Cnlifornin. Ilow long woulcl ü lak c cffecLrve 
aid to lw gi \ ' ült by us '? . . • . 

1Ir. WILLKm. l think in L\YO l'<'Sp<'ctR we can hcgu1 to gtv<' eflPcltvo 
aid aL once. . . . . ? 

Scnator of C'nltfomta. That . 1 tn rcspecl of what. 
l\ [r. \V ILL D<•Rt rovrrs nnd bombcrs, aud I bclievo - although 

if you say it is not lrue'l will not disput(• you, of cour. "• nbol!t the 
bombers.' impr,..ssion is that Lher<' are bomh ers aYatl a ble. 
If you l am absoluLely ab?ut Lhn.t, I wtll acc opl your 

ScnnLor .ToH soN of C'altforma. :t\o¡ I wtllnot. stty so. bccause, by 
inO'u]a r eoincidPJH'l'. all of our in format ion r<';;ard thP boml)crs 

nnd other things thnt are giwn lo England is a litLle confu secl. 
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Iow, whaL next dicl you ay bcsiclcs bombers? 

l\Ir. vY ILLKIE. De trovers. 
cnator JoHNSON of Oalifornift. Wc> aro manufacLuring dcs Lroyers 

at the mí.e of about 5 to 15 a month, did you say? · 
Mr. WrLLKIE. Thnt is my Íltformation. But you can get thc 

i.J1formaLion. 
cnaLor JoHNSON of California. IL is no groaLor Lhcn thaL is iL? 
ír. WrLLKJE. Fifteen to twcnty, I thought. I that is 

correcL. You gPntlomen havo the abiliLy Lo geL that information. I 
can only geL such infOimation as l am able to get. I may be wrong 
about Lhat¡ hut. you can check that. 

Scnator JoHNSON of Califomia. You ay Itere in yom statcmcnt - ­
Mr. \VrLLKm. l say 1 would scml thcm 5 or 10. BuL don't I also 

say 15 or 20 are being manufactured. \Yhatcver Lhe figmc, I put 
1t down. 

Scnator JoHNSON of California. You sav vou under land in 1942 
wc are cxpccting l5 lo 20 new dcstroycrs month? 

Mr. \YILLKIE. Ye . 
Scnator JoHNSON of California. That is 1942? 
l\1r. \YrLLKIE. Yes. 
Scnalor .ToHNSON of Califomia .. Now, immodiatc rclid and what 

ot l1 cr aspccL'? 
Mr. \ VrLI.KIE. I would givc th('Jn sorne destroyt ' rs. Now, I uncler­

stand that Lhey are nvailaule and Lhey nrc bei.J1g manufuctured pres ­
cnLly . Thcrc are availablc considerable bolLoms, ships, and so forth. 

cnator JoHNf'ON of California. Thcy haYc bccn buyíng ships. 
I but they ltnve be0u cloing it Llu·ough 

th 1s mdirect proc(•ss, Sena Lor. 
onator JoH · ::;oK of Cnlifornia. Ilow long will ít take us to get 

tho e sbips to them '? 

1Ir. WrLLKIE. You can conect me on Lhis if I am i.J1corrccL but I 
believc thrrc is cxcrss shippinl! a,railable now¡ plus thc fact, J l;eliove, 
t hat we havo goL our productwn gcarcd up so that we are comploLinO' 
ccrLain ships wíthin 1) montbs. o 

Your ability to dl\lcrminr lhat is grcatcr than mine hut I bclicve 
that i accuratc. ' 

cnator JOHKSON of California. N o; my ability to determine iL ís nil. 
l\Ir. WrLLKIE. You are a mcmber of lhe Uni'Lecl States Scnate and 

you can ask Lhr• Fcdc•ral Government for any informaLion and I can't. 
enftto.r J OHNSON of California. W ell, if I do I cannot get rcplics. 

l\fr. "ILLKIE. 1 can only giYc you the information I havo. 
cnator JonNsox 0f Califonua. It would take 6 monLbs or so for 

those ships? 
l\Ir. I h<·lie,·e we hítV:P aYailabl( ' inm1cdintely. There 

are sorne shrppmg boLtom . avatlable 1mmcdiatcly. ThPY are bcínO' 
tmnf'd out rigltt nJong. · · o 

. As I aid in my o¡wning süücmcnt, if Brit<1in can survin the 
lllltn_Pdiate Íllvusion , thcn the problem of imnwdiatc dl'cctin aicl 
consJ ts of gel ting bottoms to Llwm. 11y ínformation is that there aro 
boLtoms availabfe now. 
. cn!-1-tor JonNSON of California. The rcason why I ask thcsc ques ­

lS that you spokc of tho immedate neecl for tbc pa sagc of Lhis 

Mr . \ YrLLKIE. Ycs , sir. 
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Mr. ,JoHNSON of California. I think I can assur<' you thaL thcrc is 
no immC'cliate aid Lhat wc could givc Lo Great Britain. 

Mr. WILLKIE. I respcctfully, and with dcfcrence to Llw that 
you may havc informaLion that Ido noL h aYe, cannot you 
on that. I Lhink thcre are boLLoms ava1lahlc. The mforma.lwn I 
o-oL is lhat there are somo bomber s availabiP lUid I think the r c are 

me d estroyers n vailablC'. 
Sl•nator JoHN SON of California. 'Yell , Jet it go al that ancl I shn ll 

accept yom Yiew of _it until I can you with thaL 
!vh. vviLLKIE. H 1s all basod on mformat10n, of co tu·se. 
S<'nntor JoHNSON of California. Information rc'ceiv •el'? 
.\Ir. \VrLLKIE. plea se," Snna lor. 
SC'naLor JoHNSON of California. I am gC'tLing aL, if I ca n, whnL is the 

earlic•st dat e on which wc co uld furnish lhc imm cdintc ccqnin·n1C'nt ? 
.!\Ir. ' 'VILI,KIE. 1 think immcclintcly. 
SC'nntor JoH NSON of California. ImrnecliatPly ? . . 
Mr. 'VlLLKlE. I think we coulcl bcgin immcdial cly , I t lunk \H} 

coulcl build up Vl'ry . . 
Senator JoHN SON of California. Oh , Y es; you cnn hmld up rap1clly. 
1fr. 'VILLKIE. Imrn c·diü L<·ly; thc su m of C'aeh of thing s 

available. l base thrrt on nll the infonnntion llnwo , nnd 1t 1s all tbC' 
informitlion Ido hav o, so 1 ean't go boyond lha.t. . 

Scnator JoHNSON of Cnlifornia. lt \\"Ou!d iak<' omC' tmw c·v(•n lo 
ship over sorne of the thing s'? . 

WrLLKIE. You can geL a bomber O"VC'r thcn• 111 a couple of clays. 
I carne back in 3 days. 

S C'uaior JoriN. "ON of California. You ca,m(' back in n homber? 
WILLKIE. No; but I carne back in un airplanc. fly only 

half a fa.st as a boml)('r ancl tlw bomb('J"s íly dirPeL. 
SC'nator JoHNSON of Ca,liforniu. Now, l usl.;:eJ you lhat solely 

because l wanLcd Lo bring out tlw quC'sl ion of the imm cdiatc uccossily 
for tlw p:lssl1gc· of lhi s bill. Therc is nobody who wan ls to clclay ami 
nobocly Lhn.L J. know of who \\-ill Jclay. 

1\Ir. vVrLLKIE. Of COUI"S(' noL. 
ScnaLor JoHN SON of California. But Lh<'rc is <1 dis position Lo shove 

it OH us and pnss iL imm r diatcly. . . . 
1lr. VliLLKIE. vVdl , Scnaior, nobody lll Anwnca bC'lH'V('S 

thau I do that th crc should be thc righL of ddml e to clcLC'rnune a 
quc s tion and that that should be prc scrv<'d in AmC'rica ,_ and I am not 
herC' as a witJlC'ss urgin¡; that dcbnlc should be dmunat <'d b.v tlll' 
Unitcd Stittl' Scnalt'. 

Senator JoHN SON of Cülifomin. I underslood you io urge specd on 
seYeral diifpn•nt occasions. . 

11r. WILLKJE. Yes; S])('C'd wit.hin the limits of ndequalC' dC'h:üe m 
thc Uniied tnks SenalC'. I know you would thl' lusl to use 
obstrueLiYe tactics. l am not sayin¡; to you tlwt this bill should _not 
be debated. lt woulcl bC' highly pn•sumptuon' lo say such a ilung-. 

S<'nator JoHNSON of CnJifornin. You think thut'? 
1lr. \YrLLKIE. Y e . 1 ibink <'Vt'l"Y ll1Cl1sun• should i)l' ckba ted. I 

think Llwt is whal W(' hUY(' a. Unitcd Stntcs s('ll:lte for and why we 
havC' men likc you to clC'batC'. . 

SC'na tor J OHNSON of California. Thcre \Vas a. ucwspn p<·r arlldP _thn t 
Secretary I-Iull scnt you a iclPgrum to tbi s comm_ILLcc 
and it \\"l1S on an occasion whrn you \H're wlih V\lll ion Churclull. 
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1Ir. \VILLKIE. Thal is not correct, Senator. 'Vha,L happencd was 

that I-Iershall Johnson, of tltc Arn t'ricn u Embassy, brought. Lo me 
a cablegram whieh said, in ericct ., t his : That Scnator Gcorgc, chair­
man of the ForC'ign Relut.ions CommilLeC', lmd ask<'d wheLh('l' or noL I 
coulrl appc•ar bPfore chis commitl t•('; thaL you wanl ed to close yom· 
hcaring s by lhe 10th; and put t.lll' quC'stion to Jn(' , wns I willing to 
trsLify und could I appcar hcre by Lhc l Oth. 

That was through Se<'retary Hull , throu gh tlw American Emba sy, 
with a reqm·st Lhrough SC'nator ÜC'orgC'. 

Isn't thaL corrPct, S<•nn.lor Georg<'? That is my rceollertion of the 
deUtils. 

The CH.URi\IAN. YC's; that is enlirl'ly corred . 
St•nalor JoH ·soN of California. ThC'n' is no reflee lion u pon anybody. 

'YrLLKIE. To; I ju st \nmt ed to givc you ÜH' facts . 
Senalor JoHNSON of Ca liforuiu . l thouglü it mighL be pcrlincnL to 

somelhing you tcstificd to bdorc, as to your coming on•r hcrc. 
1\1r. WILLKIE. o, sir. I w, s down to Don-r lhc day that wirC' 

camC', nnd somPbocly cnJlC'd llll' and told llll ' tlwrp was a cable', and the 
phon e contwction wa.s not V<•ry good, nnd 1 got iL thnL nighL wlwn 1 
n·tumcd from Do\ '<·r. 

cnator JorrNSON of Culifomia. You madc· a sLatcmenl wiLh rder­
ence to the crackC'cl dt'ar ole! isoblionisLs. 

Mr. WILLKIE. I did not mC'n..n to emck anybody. 
Scnator Jo_HNS?N You kno" · I fought Lhis fight out 

once eoncernmg tsolaL10msm , ancl I do noL likC' to rcfcr to myself 
and to thc things that entC'r m y historv; buL on scvC'ral difl"crenL 
occasion on the fioor of tLC' Smn te I dcfiricd whaL an isolaLion isL was , 
and tbC'n aftC'rward I Í<'t tbc• clcrisiVl' application of tbe namc be 
accordcd Lo us, bccn usl', haYing correctcd it a half doz<•n times I 
thoughL it wns ju t as wcll Lo let. it go. ' 

Do yo u recall thC' PresiclenL's speech at Cha.u Lauq u a? 
1\'Ir. WrLLKIE. was lhat Sena tor? I lHwe a vague reeollcc­

tion. 
enator J mm soN of Califom i:l. He bcgan that spct'ch by tclting 

what nn i olationi t was, nncl ltC' snid it is aman who dv C's not want 
war in a foreign country, allCI thc inteiTentionist is a man who do<'s 
wn.nt war in a foreign country. 

ow, I no obj<•ction to that _designation and that clC'scription, 
ancl wc let tt ndC'; bu t now yo u cornC' m nnd yo u tnlk abo u t isolationists 
and. h id ing in the ground nnd dirt and doing various thing · that are 
tC'rnblc and reprrhC'nsiblC'; ancl I want('(l to call vom attC'Jition to thc 
fact that here is onc isolu tionist \\·ho Itas no other thought than to 
kcC'p hi country out of war. 

Mr. WILKIE. So do l. 
Senator J OHNi'>ON of CnJ ifornia. And 011 tlult he is willino- to stand 

ancl willing to stand with anybody on ea.rth. "" ' 
. Ir. Senntor, lct me say of you that any mnn, wliU,tC'ver 

hts posttton , would admire your stand. You will newr trace any 
pubhc statcment tome. in a carnpuign spcccb or otherwise, that clC'als I perSOJ?alitiC's, _eXC<'pt thcre Ís U. parLieular issu e of tba t k in el. 

nev('r mclulge m per sonahtH's or attcmpt to describl' pcoplc. I try 
to make my staternC'l1ts on tbt'Ír merits. 

Scnator JoH r,·oK of Califonlia. 'Ve1I, you a.nd I a.gree on one thiug, 
anyway. Wbcthcr wl' agrC'e on this wholc bill, whethcr we accept 
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its gencsis, or whcth er we acccpt the various who had a 
part in its pr0paration - ancl nonc of whom would aclimt lt--

enator BARKELY. Oh, go ah0ad. . 
Senator JonN SON of Califoruiu. He takes. umbrn.gc in wlmt I sa1d, 

and I do not wish him to. 
Senator BARKLEY. No; Ido not. Go ahead. 
Senator JonNSON of California. I wa" going to correct. it if I was 

in error in relation to it. 
BuL do you reRlize thc endeaYor t.hat I made wiL.h Hull 

ancl with one othcr gentleman Lo find out where tlus b1ll ramc from 
and who wrote it? 

Senator B.\RKI.EY. Y es; I rccall that yo u ask0d Secr0tary Hull 
whether be wrote it and Sccretary SLimson whcther he wrote it, and 
thcy said Lhey did not. 

Senator Jou soN of California. Y es. 
Scnator B.\RKLEY. That doe not mean it was not writLen. 
S0nator JonN ON of California. Well, it might be prima facie 

evidcnce of the way in which iL was written. 
Scnator B ,\RKLEY. All righL. 
Tho CnAIRí'IL\N. 1Iay thc Chair sugge t that perhaps the witnc s, 

Mr. Willkic, may not lw intcrested in the cont..roversy of thc Scnators. 
Senator JouNSON of California. That is quite so. 
Mr. WILLKIE. I haYe quarreled with thc way a lot of bills wcre 

wriLtcn, Scnator, if that is the point. . . 
Senator JoHNSON of Califoruia. Yes; and tbe way th1s bill was 

written. It is a famous bill and will be famous hcreafLer. 
I have becn trying not to be controve rsia] with Mr. Willkie in 

relaLion to thesc maLtcrs. 
Mr. WILLKIE. Well, all I am trying to do is express my views, 

Senator, and 1 rcspect yom. ancl evcrybody lse's. . 
S0nator JonNSON of Cahforma. Of course, and you have a nght 

t<? cxpress your vicws, ancl I demand the same right to exprcss my 
VleWS. 

Mr. WILTJKIE. Y es; nnd I would fight for Lhat right for you. . 
Senn.tor JoHNSON of California. We would both ftght for thc nght 

of thc oLher fellow, even though om views might clisagrce. 
Mr. WrLLKUJ. TbaL is righL. . 
Sellator JoHNSON of California. We would be like Voltmre? Was 

it he who said thaL? 
1Ir. WILLKIE. Voltairc; Lhat is right. 
Seuator JoHNSON of California. 'fh e rcspcct in which I disagree 

with you in rdation to this bill is that you acc0pt it with the few in­
stances in which you say you tbink it oughL to b0 amendcd, n.nd I 
cannoL acccpt it because it is a diclato!·ial .bill aud it fumish cs us a 
dictaLor in this country, ancl Ido not \nsh, m a war that we carry on 
with any olher country, to lose our free lom at home. 

Mr. WILLKIE. Scnator I am appr0hensive of cvery grant of power 
to an Executive; bu t. whe11 I contemplatt•, within thc limiLs of my 
own judgment, that if flexibility of action is not gi \T('!J ltere, the N az1s 
may not be sLoppcd, I fincl myself in positim.1 of h3:ving to make 
a choice within the limits of my own v1s10n. I w1sh I cbd ha\e to 
facc that alternativo, bccause no man in this counLry looks wlth more 
dread upon Execut.ive authority than I do. 

Senator JouNsON of California. Aud I take it no man would look 
with more cli·cad u pon a war in which this coun try should be engaged. 
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Mr. WILLKIE. That is right. I wcnt through one of t.hem. I know 

what iL is. 
SenaLor Jou ?f C:alifornia. That is wh.aL I !1111 to pre­

ven!.,. and am m the, sume way to g1ve aHl to Bntam in the 
fasluo.n :vh1ch will be ell ectJvc,. but I cannoL give "all out" u id 
to. Bntam and feel that m that fash10n we are going right into war 
wlih ull thc horrors of war. ' 

}.fr. .. I :vom: W not depart 
at all m om. ull1mate de:sn 0s. lh0 difterencc m our JUdgment is as 
to how to brmg LhaL about; that is all. 

Senator GLASS. 1ir . Ch.airman, may I ask a question? 
If we wcre t<? ha ve a over her0 , woulcl you not rather ha ve 

a hom e-madc clwtalor than II1 tler? 
Mr. WrLLKIE. Y(•s, ir; buL I am clc¡::0ncling on m0n likc you to sce 

that fr edom of Lhe prc ss, Ircedom of spe0ch, ancl all those thüws are 
preserv ecl for us, nnd tlu.tL w0 do not g0t a dictaLor hcre. "' 

Sen_ator BARKLEY. J\fr. Chairman, may I ask }.fr. \Villk.ie one 
questwn? 

We oft?n hcitr the 0xprcssion tha t wc hüYe givm n.id to En()'laud. 
The fact IS _thaL e:verythmg England has obtil.ined from thi s 
has b0en pa1d for m rash on tho barrel head , ancl that thc Lransfcr of 
thc 50 . Lo wus compensa ü•d for by ba 0s wlüch 
w0re obtaml'd, whtch m my ]UdgmenL nrc infinilcly more valuable to 
u ihe 50 desLroy0rs. IlaYe " ·.e as a nation, or as a peoplP up 
to h<?m, any hanlslup or an.:v sacrifico, or made 'any 

whi.dt JS at all. eommensumt.e wllh whuL you think is thc 
dan gcr wJuch u1 our country? 

Mr. \\ ILLKIE. Su·, 1f I thm1ght WP bad rcnder0d 0fl'ectivc uicl to 
date , and we had a mcthod of rcndcring effcctivc aid wit.hout thi bill 
I woulcl be fight.ing thi bill. ' 

cnator BuL up Lo now we haYc mad e no contribution 
at all, ancl rcndered no aid. 

.Mr. \riLLK IE. I woultlnot want to sav Lhat. 
Scnator B.mKLEY. which ha bcen paitl for bv Englit.nd. 
J\h. \VILLKIE. I bclwv0 t.hat 1s corr0ct. ' 
ScnatOI: Mr. shou ld like to ask a qu0::>tion. 
i\Ir . \\illk1e, m your opmwn 1s It not more consistcnt with the 

demo cratrc proc0ss to yom: snggestion ancll<>t t.he Congrcss come 
out and declare lhc nat10nal pol1cy about aid to Eno·Jand as tb.:is bill 
propo scs, rathcr t.han hav o Congn•ss acqniesce in cloing 
what the cowlLry expcct to be done in the crisis? 

Mr. \i'hf.:LKIE. Ycs, .sir. I this bill, with the modifications 
I suggest ,, 1 . a of pohcy by Congres . I tb.:ink that poliey 
should be w1Lhm t.he pqwcr oí Congress to declare. 

PEPPER. 11ight we n?t say as a corollury that in yom 
opmwn 1t. woulcl be V('t·y hearL0nmg Lo the moral0 of the hnrd-pressed 
democr.acJCs t.o sce the pe?ple's jusL Lhe people's 
Ex?cuttv e-comc out w!lh thi clcar-cut declaration of national 
pohcy? 

Mr. Y?s, su:- I wi h to supp l0mcnt thatanSW('r. Thatis 
true. IL wlllalso g1ve c!Jscouragement to t.he dictators and that is the 
rcason I f_llso make the ple.a for trying t.o clifi'erenccs, 
so that \vhcn It goe to Bntarn ,. when secps mto G0rmany, they 
may know that here 1s a substantia lly umtecl pcople thaL is doing it, 
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and not a divicled pcople.. That is tbe vcry rea son I urg e upon you 
mcmbers of the majorily to yiclcl all you can, ancl be as tokrant as you 
can, to salisfy the fear of tlw grant of Loo much powcr by examining 
the bill wilh thc utmost scrutiny , bccause I would like to have it said 
in Britain and in Germany thaL, not thc Dcmocratic Party, not a 
Dcmocratic PrPsident, but tbe reprc scntativcs of ttll thc p coplc have 
dcclarcd this pol iey. That is the VC'l'J rca so n I am urging tolerance 
and consifkration on tbe part oJ tlw majority. You can pass this bill; 
but it is better for you not lo win here alone if you can reconcile somc 
of th e dif[erin g Yiews. Yon will do much bctLer i[ you make this a 

unit ed ca use. 
Scnator PEPPEil.. Thank you, :.Ir. Willkic. 
The ÜHAilU\HN. Senator Nyc, dicl you desirc to ask a qucstion? 
Scnator NYE. vcry briefly , Mr. Chairman. At thc expense of tak-

ing a very fcw momPnts of the commitlcc's time ancl .Mr. Willkic's 
time, I should likc to call nJlcntion Lo the commcnts of a radio com­
mcntator , :.'Ir. 1Iorrow, on thc Columbia chain, last Sunday aftcr­
noon, following vVinston Churchill's addrcss. [Rcading :] 

Touight. we are Lulcl that \Vende ll \Yillki e, \Yhen he arrivecl in Xew York, re­
portecl that he had heard no talk of Americn, brcoming an actiw ully of BriLain 
while he was iu tliis couatr.v. That in some \\·a.\'S Tho Re of us 
who work here and who are not going back to te,;tify befare thc Forei gn Rcla­
tiou,; Committcc havc heard murh talk of thal vcry thing;. W e :;ha ll all hcnr 
of it, I.Jefore thc nrxt l1arvC'st . Listen to what Mr. Garvin, wh o \Ya:; rcccntty 
decor11ted for bis work in joumalism, says in today',; SpecLalor: 

Thcn , quoLin¡¡: 1Ir. Garvin: 
BuL now face the facts, that by ourselves and wilhout Amerira we would not 

pul! Lhrou¡¡;h the suh marin c pcril in this war any rnore than in thc IML. 

Thcn 1lr. 1iorrow procccdcd: 
Thcre you ha\·e th" nexL itcm on the n,genda n,fkr the pus age of thr lencl-lease 

bili-American \\·arships to convoy W!tr lllaterial to l3ritain. Maybc that can be 
clone \Yith0ut IJeeoming n,n actiYC ally, but it seems doulJtful. There i:; in fact 
a grcat cleal of talk hcre about America IJecoming an af"Li\·c a lly. 

Upon your r etu rn , 11r. \Villkie, did you ussert that you hncl not 
he u rd o ver then' u ny talk of our bccoming a n active ally? 

Mr. \VrLLKIE. That is correct; ancl my jud gmcnt woulcl not be 
a.ffectecl by thc commt•tlts of some radio commcn tutor. Tha t would 
be like trying to flnd out wbnt was going on in America by rcading 
Hugh Johnson OJH' night ancl Dorothy Tl10mpson tlu• n cxt. You 
woulcl go crazy trying to determine wbat AmL•rica thought. vVhat 
some radio commPntntor m:q say cloc not af{cct my judgmcnt in the 

slightcst. SL'lHttor NYE. Coming dircctly to the question, you yonrsclf did 
not cncountcr any suc h vicws? 

11r. WrLLKIE. l el id no t. I tulkcd to cvery mcmbcr of thc British 
Onhinct. I talkcd, l would say, to 75 of thc principal industriulists 
in Enuland. l tnlkl'd to hundrcds of mcn who worked in shops and 
factori'cs nncl l tH•.ver heard onf' pt•rson suggest thn t America sho uld 
become ;Hl activ<' nlly and belligerent in this war. I llenrd many 
cxprcss tlw hopc that wc woulcl hclp cffcctin·ly. I do not mean to 
sav that I talkcd to cYcrybody in Brilain. Thl'rc might be some­
jnP.t likc therr might bt• somc . the Unitt•d ?tatt's - who had such 
aniden. I only exprcss my opmJOn on thc basts of the talks I had. 

Sr na Lor N YE. Yonr unswcr is \Tcry dirccL, :.Ir. Willki c. 
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Onc ftu·thcr qucstion. In Scptembcr or Octobcr ou a , . ' . . 
The battle of Arnerica is a battle for lib e -t It y SSCl te el . 

D 
. 1 Y· belongs right h . t 

o you s ltll fcrl thc silme way? Cie a home, 

1Ir. vVILLKIE. ThaL is wlJal we aro doina l ' 
whcl.her Amanea. is going to preserve its e 
only exprcss my Jndgmcnt. 

0 
m my Judgnwnt. I can 

NYE. Was LhnL what you meant at t1 . 
. l\h. \VrLLKIE. \Vhat I mennt nl tl, L L" lat Ltmc? 
Jea to bccomo ef·feetivc. l<L .tmc was Lhat I >YanLccl Amor-

Sena tor K YE. In Lhe sa.mc ve in t . b rcmarkcd: ' a a out. the samc time you 

I believe we shoulcl kecp out of war at ,1 1 a, 1azards. 

_ Ycs; nucl I think Lhis l ... eepmg ouL of wn.r. bill proviclos thc mcthocl oí 

Scnator NYE. You staLecl further: 
. w ·e are being cclgccl ioward \\" . 1 ' .. m speech ancl in actt"o11 . a¡ J) an admuustration ¡ · ¡ · "' uc 1 18 alikc careless 

I think you havc already cliscussod scoro. your prcsont viows on that 

:.Ir. \VrLLKIE. Y os, sir. 
ScnaLor N YE. One more asscrtion of 
On the basis of hi ._ yours, that of Octo bor 30: 

That is, Rooscvelt' s-
past performance with pledges t ti 
by Apnl 1941, if he is elected. o le people, you may expcct we \\"ill be at " ·ar 

1Ir. WrLLKIE. You nsk me wh th 
ScnaLor YE. Do you sti ll uur;, or or not I LhaL? 
l\fr. WILLKIE. It might be.b thaL.m1ght be th.c case? 

[Lau_ghter]. 1 am very alacl a bit of campawn orator 
Pres1d t · ·11 b •· you read my s 1 b ' Y· 

S 
en . smc 1e clid not. [Lrwo·hte . J peec les, becn.usc the 

cnator N YE. That is all "' r. 
Senator ÜL.IRK of Mi . . 

onT more question, if I may. . 111. Ohatrmau, I shou ld like to ask 

he CHAIRMAN. Procced. 
Scnator .OLA HK of l\.lissouri. l\Ir \Y"ll . . . 

to a q\!estwn by sorne Senator . kw, a wlulc ago, in response 
of tlw Unitcd your that with 

S
" l. ILLKIE. 'l'hat is justa ¡"uclameo tan would prevaJl. 

enator ÜL I.R f M. . . b n . 
express · o· · • K 0 " I un der. tan ] Of . 
yo , u.\". yom own opmton. I shou ld 1"1· c. . couiso you n.re 

this: Do you think it l .... e to you to express 
F. e e vwtory m such a way as t . l" !S possthle for Engln.nd to 

Bclgium, and of 
1\f, _ con meJLt? a , \\1 10ut a.n mva-

1. 1VILLKIE. Oh yes 
. enatm· ÜLARK or' D 

co}.[:teW Gennany from t.he o you mean to say it is possiblc to 

thoul i ILLKm. Oh, ccrtain ly I thinl· S 
t Bto. q as ndl i a 

and by . . . ' l< o . ntam, wluch will l-e 1 lllh I wc 
inYa . givmg to her tlus cq uipment if B ··t'" .cp. t le channcls open 

wn, as SOO!J as Britain gets ll. n .. 
y m te <tu tlus thmg will 
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begin to crumble. I cannot prove it. I only lmow what the British 
think about it. l only know wlmt is talkecl in t he 
peopl e of France nre 95 percent discontentetl now. 1 think that is 
true of the other democracies. 

Senator J onNSON of California. Yo u n,rc going Lo ha ve this cou ntry 
keep out of war by into wn,r. 

l\Ir . WILLKlE. I dicl not. say Lhat. nt all. Sc'n:üor Clark's qucstion 
is predicatcd on Bril.ain. ·· 

SenaLor CLARK of ).1issouri . Y es. 
l\Ir . WILT,IGE. I think as soon as BriLain gds superiorily in tlw air, 

the continental silun,tion will crumble very rapidly. ThaL is just a 
judgmcnt. 

Senator CLARK of l\Iissouri. LcL me ask you whcthcr you base that 
judgm ent on a revolt in Germany and among lhe conti nental powers, 
or wheLher you helicv a military victory can actually be won from 
thc air? 

Mr. WILLKIE. Scnator, whaJ I think aboul it is this: Thc British 
peoplo are united, nJmost beyond bclief. They n,re a free people. 
I think millions of them would die bcfore tlwy woulcl give up that 
island. I think cnslav cd pcoplc will noL do th1n, and when the going 
geLs tough they will forc e this bun ch of robhers to give up . That is 
what I think. Ido not Lhink ensl:wod pcople huve the spirit to fight 
under the se circumslances. That. is justa jndgmcnt. 

SenaLor CLARK of No onc can question thc wonderful 
heroi sm a.nd spi riL oÍ ihe Brit.i h pf•oplc; but ba vt' yo u cver heard any 
milit a ry expcrL cxprcss the opiuion thnL a military YieLory could 
actuallv be won in tbc nir witho11t invasion? Thc Gcnnans havc noL 
been af>lc Lo (lo it wilh gmat air sup(•rioriiy. 

Ur. \YILLKIB. I sny they are fighting ngaiu::;l free pcoplc , and noL 
again st cli contentcd areas. 

Scnator CLARK of l\Iissouri. Ha s nny wnr cver bcen won withont 
roen back on the grouncl? 

1Ir. \VILLKIE. Therc nev cr was a war before where lhere wns real 
use of airplanes. 

ScnaLor CLARK of 1Iis somi. Thu t is all. 
Thc CH.\.IRMAN. The committec will takc a rcccss now until 10:30 

o'clock tomorrow moming, anJ will convenc in thc r egular committec 
room in the Capilol in executive scssion at Lhat time. 

l\ (r. vVillkie, thc committec desircs to thank you for your appea,rance 
ancl for your tcst.imony given hcre today. 

1Ir. Scnalor, lct me thank you uncl cach m embrr of the 
commiLLec for thc vcry great comLcsy and püvilcgc you hav e U:C­
cordcd me. Y o u ha ve bcen very comteous to me, and I appreciate It. 

The CHAIRMAN. \Ve havc bcen very happy to havc you. 
(Thercupon, at 5 o'elo ck and 15 minutes p. m., the hearings were 

closcd , and the committee look a rcccss until vYednesday , February 
12, 1941 , at 10:30 a. m.) 
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\Vhe_n prcscntmg testimony bdor tl S ., . 
relativo to S. 27 5 on e 1

1e_ Fnb te F Ort'Ign Rela tions 
Curtís, national chairmt;n o1FIJ, ,e 10, 1941, ).1iss 

to Kcep the United States Out of \y. om.en s Committce 
SenaLor \Valtcr F Gcoro-c eh".. arf, 1

1\ns grantccl pcrmission bv 
f h G 

. b ' nllillHU o t lat comm"tt t . V 

copy o. t e erman Enabling Act of . l'? ') 1 . ec, o msert a 
appearmg on pagc 819. ale 1 -3, 19.>3, m her rcmarks, 

Followino- is copy of tl b 1 o le a ove a"- for pcrmittecl insertion. 
193. THE LATI ' To CoMBA'!' 'l'HE CRrsr ·· p · ,., OF EOPLE M . 

On March 23 1933 . . · ' ARCH 24, 1933 Jo 

b "Id. ' ' a nen RcJChsta r, el t l f 
UI mg was almost dcstrovcd }),· n, fi. '"th ec ce a ew aftcr thc Reic!Pt· 

voted by 441 to 94 to endow the ú·de at apprarecl to be of incendian · o/ .ag 
on the prcvious January 30) with (which had come ü)to oJ!iJIIl' 

/eral for all future 4 This enabling 

R 
. IC 1S .as cuactcd the followin 1 . .. · 10 - .a IOn al Socialists . 

. eJChsrat, and m nc 11• of the dct .. . . /!:, a\\ "h1ch, 1nth the conscnt f ti 
mg the constitution ha 1 e bccu t1ht' r<.-quiren1cnts for la\\'.s 

'I 1, Is Jereb.' · promulgated: "' 

ARTICLE 1 

cau be cnacted by t i . 
WJth the procedure cstabli;;hcd iu· cabinet as we:J as in acconla neo 

l 1011. ·:'= * 

ARTIC'LE 2 

national bws enactcd bv ti . . 
insofar as they do JJOt cabmd n.ay cle,·iatc from the con­

eJe srat as such. The POIYCrs of thc R . of the Hcichstag ancl the 
eJe rcsident rcmain UIJtouched. 

ARTICLE 3 

Thc naLionallan -8 e 11 acted by th 1 t" . 

1
in tlle by thc chancellor 

e ' upon t 1C day following their publication. e¡t , unles:s othcrwise 

ARTICLE 4 

of the R eich with for ei r t . . 
do not. requirc the relate .l? ma!tcrs of national 

t. e t !la Ion al cabmet issues the necessary . .?J. es partiCJpating in lcg i lation 
rea 1es. PlOVJSIOns for thc execut ion of 

ARTJCLE 5 

011
This .. law effective on the clay of its · . 

rep!Apl:l b1, 1937; lt further becomes invalid It ?ecomes Ín\·alid 
ace y another. e presen t natwnal cabinet ¡8 

The. following statemcnt of John T F . . 
Committee, 1721 Eye Street NW W · h.lynn, of thc Amenca First 
page 829, part 2, of the hearinas as ¡ngtdon, D. C., referred to on 
of the hearings: o ' s ore ere entered into the record 

Gentlemen of the committee th B .· . . 
far as any figures furnished to u' e JltJsh Empire has in this countr n 

i.s $4,449,000,000. s show, over $4,000,000,000 in clollar 
1 his estima te is based u pon the fi . 

Henry Morgenthau to the House by of the Treasury 
oreign Atfairs Committees. 

288197--41--pt.B----6 
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The Federal Reserve Boa rd put Britain's Empi re resources in t he United States 
when the war sta rted at $7,115,000,000. They belonged to Empire divisions as 
follows: 
rnit ed Kingdom ____ _____ ________ ____ ___ __ __ ___ ___ __ __ __ _ 
Canada ____ __ ___ ________ ____ __ ________ __ ______ _____ __ __ _ 
Other Empi re countries _____ ___ _______ __ - - - ---- - ____ ____ _ _ 

$4, 860, 000, 000 
1, 570, 000, 000 

685, 000, 000 
- ------

TotaL __ __ __ __ ______________ __ ------ -- -- - -- _- _-- _ _ 7, 115, 000, 000 

These a sets have bcen di.-;s ipated in part. Accordin g to Mr. Morgcnt hau, 
2,316,000,000 of them ha ,·c bccn used by the Un ited Kingclom and by othe r 

Empir e count ries (excluding Can ada) to mcet payments here. This is not strictly 
true, since $775 ,000 ,000 of .-um was withdrawn by Britain from the l nited 
Sta tes to meet bills in other of it s Empir e-- hoping to get the Uniíed tates 
to foot its bills later wh ile lltiing the funds withdrawn from here to pay cash for 
purchases in its own Empir e . However that sum-$2,3 1G,OOO,OOO- has been 
u. ed up. Jn add ition, I est ímate that Canada has also used up abou t $350,00 0,000 
of its assets. The consumption of British assets here then ,,·ould be : 
Bv Canada_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _______ - _- __ _ ------ - - - -- - - - ----- -- _ $350, 000, 000 
By United Kingdom and oth er Empire countries ____ __ __ __ ___ _ 2, 316,00 0,000 

TotaL ___ ___ _________________ _ -- _---- - - - _ -- --- _ - _-- 2, 666, 000, 000 

This would leave Itere at the present time-
Total assets , Sept. 1, 1939 ____ _____ ____ ________ ________ ___ _ 
Lic¡uidated up to Jan . 1, 194L ___ _____ ___ ____ _____ ___ __ ___ _ 

Bal ance st ill he re __ ______ - __ -- __ -_ - - _-- -- - __ ---_---_ 

$7, 115, 000, 000 
2, 666, 000, 000 

4, 449, 000,000 

Allowances could be m ade for di fl'ercnccs in valuation and for items not dis­
closed by thc Secretary which might change this total omewhat. But if the 
figures \vhich haYe becn furnished us are tru e, it sho uld be a fair figurc - unl ess sorne 
means has bcen found to prudently withdraw st ill fru ther from íhe country 
in orde r to perfect "poverty" - for the purposcs of argumcnt . 

Mr. Morgcnthau decla red that thc Empire, cxclud ing Cana?a, mu ·t meet hcre 
this year on orders a lready placed $l,..J.6-l,OOO,OOO. Tl11s JS not t ru c. The 
British Empi re, excluding Canada, must mect a deficit here this year '?11 
already placcd of $597,0 00,000. The Secrctary arrive s at h1s figure by 
among Britain's here ove r a billion dollars in sums duc not hcr e but m 
parts of her .Emp ire . He re again the acccpts tlu s proposa l WJthout 
question, puts it do,Yn as a agamst Bntam s assets hcr e, and lops anothe r 
billion off her ava ilablc assets m Amenca. 

To this $597,0 00,000 , of course, mu st be added what Canada may ha ve to pay. 
That has not been discloscd. 

The whole teno r of tite Sccrctary's statements to thc Hou sc and cnate com­
mittees leaves no room to doubt that the Secretary " ·a s compleicly undcr the 
dominion of a desire not to throw light on this subj cct for 1 enefit of Congress 
but to make as si rong a case as possible for the Empu ·e. 

But over and above all this, there ought not be any contro, ·ersy asto what the 
assets of thc British Empire in the Un itcd States are. Thc Federal Boar d 
was able to mak e a repo rt substantia lly correct of the asscts of the Emp1re m the 
United Sta tes as of September 1, 1939. Why cannot it and the Treas ury do .the 
same thing as of Januar y 1, 1941, and just hand plain, simp le figures to the Un1tcd 
Statcs Congress? Mr. Morgenthau talks about the secret figures wh1ch he has 
locked up in bis safe. There need be nothing so ecret about them. Depart ­
ment of Commerce has them on record most of the time. It makes est1mates of 
these foreign inv est ments here from tim e to time. The Departll?-ent ?f Com ­
merce, the Treasury, and the Federal Reserve Board can, if they w1sh, com ­
plctely ,reliable figur es to the Congress asto just how much assets Bntt sh Em­
pire has in America at the pre sent. t1me. refuse to d? 1t e they 
apparent ly are determined not to ass1st the Umted States Congtess Wlth the facts. 
It is a rather stran¡?;c spectacle to find Cong ress groping in th? .dark about these 
important figures \vhile the Treasury Department and thc BntJ sh Treas try col-
lab orate to fix up a statement to serve British interests . . . . , 

I offer the following se rie. of facts based ent 1rely on Sec10tary Morg enthau s 
own figures and those of the Federal Re en·e Board aud the Department of Com ­
merce in support of these statements. First I of 

Empire's needs bere tbiti ycar from Mr. Morgenthau s figmes, mcluding 
only tho e figures which belong in this table. 
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TABLE I.-Estimat ed expendilures by !he Brit ish Empire (exclud ing Ganada and 

Newjoundland) in /he Unil ed Sta/es, and estiutal ed e:¡;penditm·es by the United 
S tales in the British E m pire (excluding Ganada an d S ewfounrlland) from Jan. 1, 
19.1¡.1 to J an. 1, 1942 

Briti >h cxp .. ndilur cs : 
A. l :nit ed Kin :>:dom poymcnt s to be mad c on tr.tnl pur­

chases from t hc 1:n itNl t<tntcs: 
l. Sums to he paid <lurinrr 19-11 on orde rs place<! 

hefore J Rn.J. 19 11 ____ _ _________ 
2. I mpo rts from t he L-nilcd Sta tes nnt ]JIIrc·haserl 

tbrou!!h tlw Briti o;;h Purrh'lsin tr 
larr,ely on pri\·atc 3Ccount os_______ __ Oll!l 

'P<Jtal - --- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ --· ____ -----
B . hy F.mpire eou ntri e", cxc·ludin !! Cnitt·d 

Kin gdom, Ca nadn , a ntl Xt•wfouudl and, from tl1e 
Uni tcd Rt::iL'-' durintr HJ-ll: 

1. Com mod i!y im port s ___ __ _ _ __ __ _ ___ 3.,1. 100. ooo 
Poy ml'nts for shipping. tourist 

inLCl'es t, etC------------ - -- --- - ------_____ f•.IIUO.O'JO 

T otaL ______ ---- - ----- -- - ------ ----- · --- -- ____ _ 

Tota l <loJinr req uirPnlPnt s for 'lll trnn:::n('!i·JO" :illd pun·h;1::'t·S in rhe t·nitr d 
St3l<·s_ _ -----· _____ _ ________ -·- _ -- -- --- - - -- ------- __ 

Briti sh recc> ipt s fróm Un itr·d 
A. D ol!::u· from Cni!Nl K.ingd o m from rnH,· d 

Stntc>: 
l. Un itrd Ki nf!dtJJn rxports of Illt.'rcha;Jlli o;c lt> 

Un itrd :-.lt;_Ups _ _ __ _ _ _ 11\:¡. tlfll l, 1100 
:\'e l halanc-c· from t'n ited Si ntc-s V> l'n it t·d 

Kin !!dom on sh ippin ::, tourist e:q >C'ndi tur(•:-:, 
int••rest pnyments ______ ------- _ !.'>. 

'l'ot al ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ ------- -- __ 
B . Doll nr rre, •ipts hy Empin• counlri es (exclu rlin:< (o n-

ada anrl 
l. Comm odi ty cxpo rl s ___ _ ______ _ 
2. A u"tralian trold pxports to Unit ed Sta U·'- _ _ __ 
3. outh _Hri ran goltl expOJts. _______ _ 

T otal ---- -------- - --- - ------------ ___ _ 

[¡'{), tlOO, ()(>!) 
7.ó, tKIO, 1!00 

000. 000 

Total British rceeipts from thc Cnite d s __ _ 

1 0011, 000 

l. l l!i, 000. 000 

l, 295, 000. 000 

Tot al dcfi cil of Bri t ish Empir e Ca natla a nd New-
fowHllancl) in thc UnitNl Stm eo tlur in¡!' IV1L.________ __ _ ___ _ ___ _ 597,000,000 

According to the e figures, thc Government will have to mect bilis 
amounting to $597,000 ,000 in the 'C'nitec! Rtates in 19-J.l. Thc se figure cannot 
be questioued, of they are the figures ::mppliecl bv thc British Govern-
men t i tself. • 

Now Jet us see what the assets are in the rnited State s that the British Empire 
(exc ludin g Canadn. nad ::\ewfound land) ha ve, which can be com·erted into dollars. 
According to the Federal Resel'\' e Board b ulletin, issue of January 19-11, page 9, 
the Briti sh Emp ire, cxclus i,·e of Canada and N e\\·found land, had at the cnd of 
Augu st 1939, total gold and dallar resources in the United States a follows: 
Unitcd Kin gdom ______ __ ______ __ __ ________ _____ ___ ___ ____ $4,86 0, 000,0 00 
Oth er Briti sh Empire___ __ _______ ____ ___ ____ ____ ________ __ 685,000,000 

TotaL __ - _-- _------- ----- _- - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 5, 545, 000, 000 

A break-clown of these asscts may be gi ,·en as follows: 

United King­
dom 

Other Britisb 
E m pire 

Central gold reserves _---- -- ----- ---- ------------------- --- - - -- -- - ----- -- $2,000,000,000 $520, 000,000 
Dollar balances ______ ____ __ __ ________ __ __ ____________ ___ ___ ___________ ___ 595, 000,000 100,000,000 
Mark et securities ·-- - ---- --- --- -- --- - --- - ----- - --- -- ---- ---- -· _ --- --- ___ 1, 080,000,000 50,000,009 
Direct investm ents __ ---- - _____ -- ------ --- ----- -- --- - -___ _______ ___ . __ ___ 

1
_ 1_, _18_5,:_000___:.,_ooo_

1 
___ 15:_,_ooo_ , ooo_ 

TotaL __________________________________________ -- --- -- --- -- --- --- 4, 860, 000,000 685,000, 000 

There is no serious dispute about the accuracy of these figures . Sorne differences 
in estimates of the market value of securities app ea.rs in the British Government 
statemeuts. These we can take note of later. 
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1\Ir. Morgenthau presented to the Senate a statement of the manner in which 
these assets had been used up between .September 1, 1939, and December 31, 
1940, ¡11 table III, at page 12 of lus testunony before the Sonate comm1ttee, as 
follows: 

Estimated gald and dallar expendituTes and Teceipls af B1·itish Empire, excluding 
Ganada and Newfattndland , fram Sept. 1, 1939, ta Dec. 31, 1940 

(Coro iled by the Treasury Department. the Department of Commercc, aod thc Federal Reserve Board 
P from data furrushed by tbe Bnttsh Trcasllfy) 

[In millioos of Uoited S tates dollars) 

Gold and dollar expenditur es : 
A. Paym ents to the United State s by Unit.ed Kingcl?m: 

1. On Briti sh Go\·erument orders 111 the Umted 
States: Good s delivered _____________ __ ______ $660 

Ad\'ance payments ____ -- ___ --------- 570 
Capital assistance ___ --- _------------ 150 

2. For other merchandise import s from the United State s ___________________________________ _ 

3. For shipping, interest, etc.: 
Shipping disbursements ______________ $125 
Inter est and dividends_____ ___ _______ 48 
Miscellan eous (chiefly film royalties)-- 24 

$1, 380 

705 

197 
--- $2,28 2 

B. Paym ents to the United State s by Empire dcountrdiesN, ex-
cluding the United Kingdom and Cana a an ew-
foundland: l. For commodity imports ______________________ _ 

2. For shipping, interest, etc.: 
Intere st aud dividends___ __ __ _______ _ $40 
Shippiug (net) ____ ___ - __ - ---- - -- --- -__ 8 

C. Payments by Empire countries , excluding Ganada and 
Newfoundland, to areas outside the United States 
requiring gold or dollars: . 

1 Payments by Empire countries (chiefly the Umted 

435 

48 

· Kingaom) to areas outside the United Statcs 
and Ganada and Newfoundland requiring gold 
or dollars ____ _____________ ----------- - - - - 550 

2. Gold payments by Empire countries to Ganada 
225 Kewfoundland (net) - -- -- - ------------- - - - -----

D. Withdrawal of capital: 
1. By American s through sale of free 

300 sterling to Amen can ¡roporter s ____ --- -- - --
2. By repayment of export cred1ts as 

requir ed by our :1\eutrahty 200 
3. By liquidation of forward exchange pos1t!On m 

235 dollars ______ -- _ ------- -- -------------------- -

483 

775 

735 
E. Residual- Miscellaneous items and errors of estimation.------ -___ 7_1 

Total gold and do llar requirements for all transactions_--- ---

Gold and dollar receipts: . . . 
A. Receipt s from United States by the Umted Iüngdom. 

1. From merchandise exports- __ ---- -------------
2. From interest, shipping, etc.: 

Interest and dividends_______ ________ $85 
Slúpping earrungs----------------.--- 3g 
Remittauces from insurance compames- __ 2_ 

$205 

140 

4, 346 

345 
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Estimat ed gald and dallar expenditures and receipts af Briti sh Ernpire, 

Ganada and Newfaundland, f rarn Sept. 1, 1989, ta Dec. 32, 1940-Continued 

[In mlllions of United S tates dollars] 

Gold and dollar receip ts-Cont inued. 
B. Receipts from United States by Empire countries, exclud­

ing the Un ited Kingdom and Gana da: 
l. From merchandise expo rts_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ $640 
2. From tourist travel, rcmittances, etc___________ 30 

$670 
C. Dollar receipts by Empir e countries, excluding Ganada from areas 

outside the Uruted States_________________________________ 50 
D. Receipts from sale of gold (new production and dishoarding )____ 965 

Total gold and dollar receipts by Ero pire countrie s, excluding 
Ganada ___________________________________ 2, 030 

Total drain on gold and dollar resources of British Empire, 
excluding Ganada, and Newfoundland, Sept. 1, 1939, to 
Dec. 31, 1940-- ------------------------------------- 2, 316 

Total gold and do llar requirements for a U transactions_ _ _ _ _ _ 4, 346 

Attention must be called to tbis table . It will be seen tbat the British Govem­
ment, during 1939, was withdrawing enormous sums from tbe United States to 
make payments for it s purcha es in oth or Empire countries. For instance, item 
C contains two int eresting exhibits. C 1 shows that Empire countries drew 
$550,000,000 out of the United States to pay bilis outside the United States and 
Ganada. Also C 2 shows that Empire countries withdrew $225,000,000 to pay 
Empire country bilis in Ganada . In othor words, the dollar resources of the 
Briti sh Empire here duriJ1g 1940 were depleted by $775,000,000 to pay bilis of the 
British Empire mostly within the British Empi re itself. The British Empire, 
knowing that it would req(\üe heavy balances in the United St.ates ip 1941, 
nevertheless drew $775,000,000 out of the United States to meet bilis in gold and 
dollars within the Empire which did not have to be met in gold and dollar s, but 
which could havo been met by Empire credits. 

Up to now I hav o givon figures merely covering transactions between the 
Empire ancl the United State , excludjng Ganada and Ncwfoundland . I have 
excluded Ganada and Newfoundland merely because for sorne unknown reason 
the Socretary of the Troa ury excluded them. Certainly there cannot be any 
question about the fact that Ganada is a part of the Briti sh Empirc. Because of 
Canada's home in this continent as our nearest neigbbor, our fceling s toward her 
may be somewhat warmer than to other portions of the Empire. But no roan, 
making up a balance sheet of Empire assets and liabi lities or Empire transactions 
with the United Stat cs, has any right to arbitrarily excludc Ganada. In order to 
give usa picturc of the Empire resources in this country, all of the resources of the 
Empire mu st be includ ed. The Secretary of the Treasury, had he been moved 
solely by a desire to give unbiased information to t.he Congre ss, would have done 
tbis. Congress in its judgment might then determine whether it would make any 
distinction betwe en Ganada and the nited Kingclom or any other part of the 
British Empire in th e handling of its finances. The Secretary of tbe Treasury, 
however, has seen fit to exclude Ganada and he has done this obviously for the 
same reason that he has takeu other libcrtie with these figure - for the purpose 
of making as good a case as he could for tbe British Empire, in spit e of the fact that 
he is making a report to the American Congress as a confidential agent of the 
American Government. 

September 1, 1939, tbe Federal Reserve Board treating the whole subject 
objectively and not as an aclvocate for aid to Britain, furnished a stati tician's 
report and not a lawyer's bri ef, and reported that British dollar assets in the 
United States were $7,115,000,000. Thc se were broken clown as follow s : 
United Kingdom ____ ______ ________ __________ _____________ $4,860,000,000 
Other British Empire ____ -- _----- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 685, 000, 000 
Ganada _________ ___ __ ___ _____ ___________ ______ _________ _ 1,570,000,000 

How much of these Canadian assets were used up to January 1, 1941, it is not 
possible to say with accuracy, since the Secretary chose not to give any figures 
on tlús subject. This is all the more remarkable since he did choose to give 
a lot of figures on the transactions between Ganada and all other parts of the 
British Empire, which is something t.he Congress is not in any sense interested 
in and did not ask for. 
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" 'e can only estímate the condilion of Canada's assets here. eptember 
3 D b 31 19-!0 Ganada' expenditurc s in the Umtecl tates were 1 19 9 to ecem er ' • ' · • · d S chandise 

.' 1 hl! $925 000 000 . Her rcceipts from th lJmtc tate on mor ' . 
g ) t. . ' $?63 000 000 The deficit she has bcen callee! on to meet, t hme­

s 1pmen s \\ere o • • · ¡ f · t · de figttJ'C · uf the f r is 000 000 (These figures are based on t 1e ore1gn- 1a , s 
of ¡!'oreign Domc,;tic Conunerce of the Dopartment of CommorcP. 

The\· are e ·timatod for Deccmber 1940.) . . ··d d . t · t 
These figures do not include other items such as _mterest, dn s, . 

ex enditures assing to and from Ganada to the Un:ted States. J. pto a e 
thit these ,,luid reduce this amount somowhat. 1\ or do these es mc!ucle 

old ments to the United States for Canada's account. Gold shtpmcuts 
d t the United S tates in 1940 alone were cnormous-$2,279,390 1 12o m 

of 1940. Of course the bnlk of lhis rcpresentecl 
Id, f · m Euro e for the account of many countrios. But ccrtamly somo of 1t 

of go t
1 0

d C n gol el It is a fair estímate that Canacla not bccn called 
repre eu e ana ta · fi, ·t ¡ tl $3 -o 000 000 in the on since Scptomber 1, 1939, to care for a de c1 arger 1an o , , 

ahoYe that Ganada had $1,570,000,000 of dollar in th!s 
t · Se ltember 1939 If she was callod on lo meet her defictt m this 

tho liquidaÚon of' any part of thoso dollar thcn she should 
still havo here not lcss than $1,220,000,000_in dollar aHset. · . 

1 T · ·t late tlterofore Briti b Emptre dollar here as of January , 
o rccapr u ' ' 939 h Id b follows· 1941, comparcd with Scptcmber 1, 1 , s ou e as · 

Total British Empire dollar in lhc l[nited StatC's Sept. 1,_ 
1939, inclnding the Unitcd 1\.mgdom, Canada, and all other 
Empire countric ·- - - - -- - - - -- --- --- - - - -- - ----- - - - --- S7, 113,000,000 

D eficit met b.v gold or dollars: 
(a) By Canada _______ __ ---------;-- .-_- $350,000 , 000 
(b) By the States and othcr Em¡mo 2, 316, 000, 000 

countno ___ - - - -- ---- ------ --- - -- --- - ---- 2, 666,000, 000 

Balance of as et till aYailablo in the United S tates.- -- -±, 449, 000, 000 

SaYo for tbe Canadian figures, which are madc up from based on 
Department of Commorce iraclelreports, 
M l\f th ' They mere y soem o 1 er, • · . 

figures differently in ordcr to bolster tite bricf he was makmg 
for aicl to Britain. , fi ·11 . . thi .. 

Th f Uowing analvsis of Mr. Morgenthau · gure wt. P1.0\C 8 · h I reproduce Mr. Morgonthau'. table N?. I, JS 
. . i t aud cxpendiiurc of Bnttsh Emptre (exc ludm g . ana _a or · 

in order to cal! aitention to cortain features of tt \Yluch are most 
importan t. 

Estimated dollar expenditures and 1·eceipts of British Empire, excluding Ganada, from 
Jan uary 1, 191¡.1, lo Jamwry 1, 19.1¡.2 

[In ruillions o! U. S. dollars] 

Dollar exponditures: ¡ h 
0 

from 
A. t'nitccl Kingdom paymcnts to be madc on tota purc a s 

the Un ited States: d h f J 1 
1 Sums to be paid during 1941 on orders place e ore Jan. 

1 
• 

· 1941 (in addition $119,000,000 will fall due aft.cr an. ' $
1

, 
274 

2. 
British Purchasing Commission, arge Y 

280 accounts_----- - ----- -------- - ---- -- - -- -- --- - -------

TotaL __ 

B. Purchas es by empire countries (e_xcluding United Kingdom and 
Ganada) from United States dunng 1941: 

333 

5 ments, etc _____ ------------------- - -- - ---------------

TotaL _____ ------------------ - -- - - - ----------- -==3=3=8 

PRQ:\IOTE OF THE UNITED STA.TE 913 
Eslimated dollar expenditures and receipts of Brilish Empire, excluding Ganada, from 

January 1, 191¡.1, lo Ja nuary 1, 19.1¡.2-Continued 

[In millions of U. S. dollars] 

Doll ar cxpenditures-Continued. 
C. Purchasc · by cm pire eountrios, cxcluding anada, from arcas out­

sido thc Unitocl States requiring golrl or dollar : 
l. Purchases by empirc countrics (chiefly Unitcd 1\ingdom) 

from ureas outsido the United States ancl Ganada re-
c¡uiring clollars __ ______ ------ -- - - - - -----·---- _ 

2. Paymcnt b.r empirc countries (chiefly Unitcd Kingclom) 
to Canaclaand Sowfounclland ____ - -- -- - -- ---- - -----

- -------------- -- - - - -- --- - -- - - - - -- --

Total do llar rcquirements foral! transactions _______ _ 

Dollar rcccipts: 
A. Dollar reccipts United Kingdom from United States: 

l. Unitcd IGngdom cxports of merchancli e to niied Siate _ 
:l. 1\et balance from l ' nitcd States to Unitcd Kingdom on 

shipping tourist cxpcndituros, intere t payment s, etc ___ _ 

Total ___ __ - -- --- - - - - - --- - - - - -- - -- - - -- ---- -----

8247 

o 
1, 127 

3,019 

165 

15 

180 

B. Dollar receipts by cm pire countries (cxcluding Ganada): 
J. Commoclity cxports ____ ________ __ ---- -- - - - - --- ____ 560 
2. Australian gold expo rts to 1'nited 75 
3. South African exports of gold _________ __ __ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 480 

---
Total - - ---------- - ----- - ------ - ------ ------- - - 1, 115 

C. Canadian assistanceto United Kingdom __________ _ _________ _ 
Total dollar rcceipt by empiro countric , excluding Ganada __ 

Total dollar dcficit with countries othcr than Ganada during 
1941_ - - -- --- - - - - --- - -- -- - ----- - -------

Total dollardcficit with Canadaduring 1941_ ____________ _ 

260 
1, 555 

== 
844 
G20 

Total dollar dcficit of British Empire, exc ludin g Ganada, 
- --

durmg 194L ___ __ __ __ _____ _ - -- --- -- ----- ___ _ 1, 464 

Total recoipts and deficit on operations with all countric . 
otherthan Canadn.du ring 1941____ __ __ ___ __ _ __ 3, 019 

called attention to the fir t of this table entitlecl "Dollar cxpenditures, 
rtem C." IIerc mt_roduces an elemcnt which he calls (C) 
"Purchasos by Emp1re countnes excludmg Ganada from areas outside the United 
S tates req uiring gold or do llar ." The total i $1,127,000,000. Thi mean 
that during this year England propo e to pay cortain bilis for purcha es macle bY 
various parts of tbe Empiro in Yarious other parts of the Empire. In oibcr words 
thcse are strictly inter-Empire transactions and have nothing "·hate\·er to el¿ 
with tho purcha e by thc Empire in the 'C'nited States. Sorne of these purchases 
are being made by tbe United ICingdom and by other dominions and colonics in 
Ganada. Sorne of tbem are purchases made by England and various dominions 
and colonies outsicle of Ganada. They are all, however, purcha es which the 
Empire can itself finance within its o"·n limits. Purchascs made bv the United 
ICingdom in Ganada haYe to be paid in Canadian dollars in Ganada. • Canada is a 
part of the Empire. The is at war-not just the United I\'ingclom. 
The r,urcl1ase o_f theso matertal. m ,Ca nada_ produce work in Ganada and business 
for Canadian mclustnes. There 1 nothmg to prevent the financing of these 
purchases within Canada with Canadian credits. It is a simple matter. The 
samo thing is true of purchase in other parts of the Empire. According to this 
table, England propases, in pite of the graYity of hcr needs in this countn · to 
withdraw $1,127,000,000 from America, extinguishing that murh el ollar 
and to uso those asset to pay bilis rl'ithin hcr own Emp ire---bills which can b¿ 
handled through interna! croclit . Then, in turn, England a. k the American 
Government to pay that much in bill for her within the Unitcd Statos. The 
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American Govemment no money to pay these bill;;. To do so it '"ill have to 
borrow the mono y from iis banks, thai wc are actually in thc position of Engla,nd 
insisting on paying bills within her Empire with dollar a . ets withdrawn from this 
country whil e she asks the American GoYernment to go into debt to pay hrr bilis 
here. 

In nny e,·ent, the Secretary of the Trea'ury ha no right to toss thi s sum of 
$1,127,000,000 into thi s aceonnt as an unavoidablc drain u pon England' . · el ollar 

in America for tho purpo::;e of lllaking England's po ition look moro graYe 
than it roallv is from a financia! Yiew. 

When thi; ítem of $1,127,000,000 i;; rrmoved from thi>i table, as it :;houlcl be, 
and a corre:<ponding ítem uuder "Dollar receipts, C, Canadian assistauce to the 
Unitcd Kingdom, • 260,000,000" is removed, we havo a figure which 
with ihat figure gi ,·en by me in my table I, namely a total estimatrd deficit of 
the Briti;;h Empire dmiug 1941, excluding Ganada, of $51J7,000,000 and not 
$1,464,000,000 given by Mr. Morgenthau. 

Canada ¡, doing a thriving busincRR on this war with thc other parts of the 
Empirc. According to a table furnishrd by :\Ir. Morgrnthau (p. lii of type­
\vrittcn trauscript) Ganada, from Septcmbcr 1, 1939, to Scptcmber 1, 1910, sold 
to the Unitcd Kingdom ami other Empire countrics goods to the !UUOitnt of 
$930 ,000,000. A¡;ain ·t this wcre paymenb due b,l" anada to Empirc rountr ics 
of '375,000,000, lcaving the balance in favor of Canada with the r(•st of the 
Empire at · 

l\forco ,·cr thc "Cnitcd Kingdom ha,; enormous assct:< in Canada, as it has in 
the trnited It O\vns, according to Mr. :,rorgenthau (p. 19 of iyp cwrittcn 
transcript) 4::481,000,000 or S1,924,000,000 in invc ><tments in Canada. These 
can be turncd into Canadian dollars to pa.' · Empirc crcdits in Ganada if C:.tnada 
i um\illing to do what Bngland thc to do, namcly cxtcn d to 
her credit for work actually done in Ganada. 

Mr. 1\iorgenthau has furni shed a list of United Kingdom im·c tmrnt · out ' idc 
thc nitcd States which amount to 3, 68,000 pounds or :'15,472,000,000. Of 
coursc somc of this is in countrie s wherc p rhap s thc values hav c dim inished 
enormou sly. Thcre ü;, for about $ 00,000,000 in China \1 hich England 
may never 'ec again. llow cvcr , among al! the:,;e vast aKscts ther e are certainly 
everal billion which England can u e with wbich to pay hcr bilis. In South 

America alonc she has, aecording to Mr. Morgcnthau, o,·e r . 4,000,000,000 in 
assc ts. Secretary Morgenthau says ihcse cannot be uRcd because thcy cannoi 
be converied into dollars. He tells the committee, for instance, that a property 
in the Argentino would fir t ha veto be sold in the Argentino for pesos and that it 
woulcl be impo s'ible to convert these pesos into dollar: :1. Of cour e ihi s is abso­
lutcly untrue. It is enti rely possible for the British Government to sell certain of 
the se propertic s in South America to American invc stor s who would be glad to 
take sorne of them and the whole tran actiou could be carried on, so far as the 
money was concerned, in the Unitcd States and in dollar s. 

Let me say here again that the questions which the House and enate com­
m.ittee wished to ha,·e answered by the Secretary were: What are the dollar 
assets of the British Empire in the United States? How many dollar s is the 
British Empire going to require to pay it bilis in the Unitcd States? The Sec­
retary could have made a traightforward, plain, simple statement of the e faets. 
Instead he gives first a statement of the as ets of the United Kingdom only, 
utterly ignoring the more than $2,000,000,000 belonging to the rest of the Empire, 
as if the Empire were not at war as well as the United Kingdom. Then he gives 
a statemeut of the dollar requiremen.s of the Briti h Government in tho United 
States and here he include the United Kingdom and other Empire countries but 
exclude Ganada and he imports into this statement not only the sums of money 
which England will require to meet her payments in the United States but over 
a billion dollars which she will require in other places. He gives no accounting 
whatover of Canada's assets here or of her requirements here, but he does give a 
statement of Canada's transaetions with the re t of the Empire, whieb the com­
mittee could have gotten along very well without. In short, it would be difficult 
to imagine how the Seeretary could have proceeded to more thoroughly obscure 
and eonfuse the subjeet upon whieh he was expected to throw light. 

X 
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