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RREO AEREO 

Washington, 16 de junio de 1941. 

CONFIDENCIAL 

Señor Ministro: 

En mi nota N° 369 de junio 12 me hice eco 

de ciertas opiniones de prensa, según las cuales el Pre­

sidente Roosevelt habria estado esperando el pretexto de 

un incidente, preferentemente el de un ataque alemán 

tra barcos norteamericanos, para tomar una acción mas de 

cidida contra las potencias del Eje. 

Todo parece indicar que el hundimiento del 

"Robin Moor", ofrece la oportunidad esperada y que elle. 

será aprovechada. 

En el curso de une. visita que h ice antes 

de ayer, Sábado, al Subsecretario Welles me manifestó 

que el hundimiento del "Robin Moor" ere. una incidencia 

de extremada gravedad, que seguramente obligarla a este 

Gobierno e. tomar una serie de medidas capaz de apresurar 

el proceso de su intervención en el conflicto. Señaló co 

mo primera medida el bloqueo de fondos al emanes e 

nos, que serie., me dijo, seguido por otras medidas y ac­

tos de importancia. I gnoro cuales puedan ser éstas ya que 

Welles no llevó más lejos su confidencia. No hay duda que 

l e. incidencia del "Robin Moor", podria no solo ori ginar 

las consabidas notas de protesta, sino aún un rompimien­

to de relaciones diplomáticas y hasta el establecimiento 

A S. E. el Señor Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores y Culto, 
Doctor Enri que Ruiz Guiñe.zú. 

BUENOS AIRES,. 

- - - - - ----- -------
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de un sistema de "convoys 11 , fuera y aún dentro de las llamadas 

zonas de combate. 

Podr!a as! repetirse la situaci6n del año 1917, 

como lo señala el "New York 'JIJimes" de ayer: "No mucho después 

de entregados los pasaportes a von Bernstorff, los Estados Uni 

dos entraron en la guerra al lado de los aliados. La mayor PB.!:. 

te de los observadores creen que la historia se repetirá si se 

rompen las relaciones diplomáticas con Alemania, porque es su 

creencia que los nazis proseguirán la pol!tica naval 

da con el hundimiento del "Robin Moor". Aún cuando ello acaba 

con cualquier esperanza de que los Estados Unidos continuarán 

como no-beli gerantes. En otras palabras ellos creen que la po­

l!tica nazista, por razones de necesidad militar, prevalecerá 

sobre la pol!tica de ignorar la ayuda de los Estados Unidos a 

la Gran Bretaña seguida hasta ahora." 

Que esto pueda ser as!, podr!a también 

derse del tono inusitadamente violento de la prensa alemana e 

italiana en las Últimas semanas, coincidente con el mensaje 

del canciller japonés, Matsuoka, trasmitido a Roma por el Em­

ba j ador italiano en Tokio, por el que aquél endosa declaracio 

nes hechas el Martes pasado por Mussolini, según las cuales 

11el Jap6n no permanecerá indiferente frente a una agresi6n 

ricana contra el Eje". El tono del mensaje es bien afirmativo 

y entusiasta, según los telegramas de ayer de Roma. Después de 

congratular al Duce por "los espléndidos éxitos de Italia en 

todos los campos de batalla", continúa: "Tengo la absoluta cer­

tidumbre que esta s6lida colaboraci6n con Alemania, que no 

de ser perturbada por pa!s o persona alguna, llevará a buen 

término la misi6n común que fué el prop6sito original de la 

alianza !talo-germana y que fué más tarde claramente especifi-



cada en el pacto tripartito". 
. , , 

Contrasta este tono del canciller Japones 

con la medida y cautela con que los Estados Unidos parecen 

estar dirigiendo en estos momentos sus relaciones con el Ja 

p6n, última expresión de lo cual podria encontrarse en la 

cisi6n sobre bloqueo de fondos, que a pesar de su amplitud y 

bien claros prop6sitos, para nada menciona & Japón. 

Por otra parte la posici6n más firme del Go 

bierno de los Estados Unidos contra las potencias del Eje, en 

cuentra otro ejemplo, en la última declaración del Secretario 

Hull, concerniente al Gobierno de Vichy, cuya actitud conside 

ra motivo"de profunda desilusión y pesar" por admitir 

mente: "el plan originario del grupo Darlan-Laval para entre­

gar la Francia a Hitler, politice., econ6mica, social y mili-

tarmente." 

Aún cuando imagino que esa declaración habrá 

sido publicada por la prensa argentina, acompaño su texto. 

Es evidente que este Gobierno tiene ya pocas 

esperanzas de contener al de "Vichy 11 en su politice. de 

raci6n con el Eje. Los informes de sus agentes consulares en 

Siria han confirmado los rumores sobre la presencia de ofici! 

les y especialistas alemanes en aquella colonia, que habrlan 

justificado la invasión británica, por elementales de 

defensa, antes de una plena ocupaci6n alemana. No se compren-

de aqui demasiado bien el interés del Gobierno de Vichy en la 

situaci6n de Siria, cuyo territorio no pertenece a Francia si 

no como mandatario de la Liga de Naciones, que le obligaba a 

darle gobierno propio después de quince años de mandato. Les 

parece extraño que el Alto Comisionado francés en Siria no 

testara el aterrizaje de transportes y avionés de bombardeo a­

lemanes en Siria, pero si las medidas de defensa de los ingle-

--------- - - - ----------------
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ses para protejer el Irak contra invasión • del enemigo. Con-

trastan también esta actitud, con la inacción de Francia en 

la Indochina, donde permitió, sin protesta alguna, la infil­

tración japonesa, a pesar de tener alli elementos de defensa 

muy superiores a los que tienen en Siria. 

Aprovecho esta oportunidad para reiterar a V.E. 

las seguridades de mi más alta y distinguida consideración. 

-------------- ----

Bu e r.os Aires , Agosto f ) de 1941 • -

cúsese recibo.en los términos acor dados .-
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Hull's Statement On Vichy 
[By the Associated Press] 

Washington, June 13-Following is the text of Secretary 
HulL's statement tonight concenúng France: 

From the standpoint of lhe French 1 Syria, and considering the broader 
people, and others who have a love aspects of Franco-German collabora­
freedom, and have freedom, the atll- tion, the public statemenls of the 
tude of the present Government of Darlan-Laval element demonstrate 
Vichy is a matter of the deepest dis- that the people of France are ex­
appointment and sorrow. pecled not only to surrender perma-

The original scheme of the Darlan- nently and unconditionally their loy­
Laval group lo cleliver France po- alty lo all French tr.aditions, institu­
litically, economically, socially and tions, liberties, interests, culture, and 
militarily to Hitler seems now to have the entire way of life which made 
been brought out into the open by a France great, but actually to trans­

of public statements by fer all of these loyalties-all hope of 
French authorities ancl especially the future-to Hitler in the hope of 
those hy Messrs. Lava! and Darlan. securing his personal favor. The gen-

When Germany recently desired lo eral adoplion of Hillerism wouh.: set 
make use oí Syria to attack Brilish the world back five to ten centuries . 
forces in Iraq no objection, much less 
resistance, to this action was made by Cites Darlan's Appeal 
France, aJthough the terms of the In a statement on June 10 Admira! 
armistice between France and Ger- Darlan, Vice-Premier of France, urged 

·¡ many did not rEquire that France thc French people to conquer their 
permit teuitory under French control illusions and consent to sacrifices, and 
outside occupied France to be used as indicated that would be utterly 

· a base for German military operations, destroyed unless the French people 
and Marshal Petain declared as re- should take this unprecedented ancl 
cently as a few weeks ago that he rcvolutionary action. 
would not permit such use. Unless a military invader is de\'oid 

Syria Vitally Important of all human attributes he extends to 
The use of Syria is a vitally im- lhe conquered all of those considera­

lions and recognitions contemplated portan t part of the general plan of 
by the rules and principies of civilized Hitler's to invade Iraq, Egypt, the 

canal area. and Airica. When the society. An armistice significs a tem­
French authorities in Syria, acting porary of hoslilities between 
under the Vichy Government made the parhes to 1t. lt does not c?ntem-

ff t t t G ' f plate that the successful belhgerent 
no e or o preven erman use o shall make inhuman demands upon 
Syna a . ml)ltary base, and when the country and people of the defeated 
they SJermltted even the shlpment belligerent, nor does it contemplate 
from Syna of m111tary supplies of that they shall be hludgeoned into 
French to be by becoming allies of the

1
r enemy. 

the Germans agamst France s for-
mer ally , they permitted Germany to Warning To French 
exlend the theater of war inlo If, therefore, Hitler cannol be de­
French-mandaled lerritory. pended upon, as implied by Darlan's 

1 
To resist lhi s further expansion of statement , to observe such rules and 

Gcrman aggression thc British forces in dealing with the conquered. 

1 

in the Near East enlered Syria to pre- how much less can he be depended 
· vent German aclions there which the upon to show the least considera­

French , under the direction of the Lion in these vital respects should the 
Vichy Government, were permitting conquered peoples prostrate them-
if not abetting. Yet the French author- selves befare him and bestow upon 
ities in Syria have considered it neces- him unrestrained license to deal as 
sary to con test this. British he m ay see fit with their Ji ves, their 
effort to prevent Syna from bemg used liberties and their entire fulure wel-
a< a German base. fare. ' 

Making Use Of France 
These facts unmistakab!y demon­

stra te tha t the German mili tary effort 
is making use of France and that the 

1 

German initiative in Syria is resulting 
in conflict, not only of France against 
Britain b\lt of Frenchmen against 
Frenchmen. Germany seems to have 

, prevailed on the Vichy Government 
lo do Germany's fighting in the Syria 
area of the general German advance. 

But aside from the situation in 

It remains to be seen whether the 
French people accept this preposterous l 
status and thus pave the way for them 
to find themselves assisting Hitler as 
his cobelligercnts in his dcsperate 
effort to conquer Great Britain and se­
cure control oí the high seas. 

In the prevention of such a possibil­
ity, both thc French 'Jeoplc ancl the 
people of the United States have a 
common interest of tremendous 
tance to the future. 

• 
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Buenos Airéa, Agosto 1 ) de 1941 .. • 

D.A.P.· 
CONFIJ»d if.'!IAL 

.. ·' .. .. 

J{vf t 
Señor Embajador: 

Tengo el honor de dirigirme a V.E. para acusar 

recibo de su nota Confidencial nQ 377, de Junio 16 ppdo., en la 

que se informa sobre la politica de los Estados Unidos frente 

al Eje y al Gobierno de Viohy.-

Al manifestar a V .E. q.¡e esta Canoilleria se ha. 

impuesto con todo interés de la nota que contesto, me es muy 

grato reiterarle las seguridades de mi consideraci6n más distin­

guida • 

.. .. ,... .. , .... 
' 

t ... 
l. . . '" . ..... ' .... . 

. ·. . 1 
1 

' 1 ROBEATO GMUU 
MflitnARIO DE 

'! .,. i ' • . ' . . 
r., t)l t 1 • ' ( 1 l J • ' 

• ' ' 1 } • • •'... 

j ! . . .'.: ' 
l 
¡ .. r d , , 

1 
• • , , • ... , 

' ' • ·' • • 1 ' ' ' . 

A S.E. el Señor Embajador y Plenipotenciario 

de la República los EE.UU., 

Dontor Felipe A. Eapil.-



.. POR CORREO AEREO 

0 mt7/ark 
-. 1 1 olln 

- .. o::J i:o 

de de 1941. 

R.E. N° 401. 

Señor Ministro: 
• l 

! 1 
! 

Tengo el honor de dirigirme a V. E. a fin de 

remitir, a titulo informativo, un ejemplar del mensaje en 

viado en la fecha al Congreso de Estados Unidos por el Pre 

sidente sobre el hundimiento del buque norteamericano "Ro­

hin Moor" por un submarino alemán. 

El mensaje da cuenta de las condiciones en 

que - según las de los sobrevivientes - se 

habrm llevado a cabo el hundimiento. A continuación con 

dena el acto en términos enérgicos y expresa que el Gobier 

no de los Estados Unidos deducirá oportunamente la acción 

correspondiente por daños y perjuicios contra el Gobierno 

alemán. 

Después de formular diversas consideraciones 

sobre los procedimientos del Reich, declara: 

"Debemos considerar el hundimiento del "Robin Moor" 

como una advertencia a Es tados Unidos de no resistencia al 

movimiento nazi hacia la dominación mundial. Es una adver-

tencia de que Estados Unidos sólo podrá usar los altos ma-

res del mundo con el consentimiento nazista . 

"Si cediéramos nos someteriamos inevitablemente a la 

dominación mundial de los actuales lideres de Alemania. 

"No cedemos ni pensamos ceder." 

Aprovecho la op ortunidad para reiterar a V.E. las se­

guridades de mi más alta y distinguida consideración. 

A S.E. el Señor Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores y 
Culto, Doctor Enrique Ruiz Guiñazú. 

BUENOS AIRES 
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HOLD FOR HELEASE EOLD FOR HELEASE HOLD FvR RELEASE 

J;.¡ne 20, 1941 

CONFID:El-lTIAL: To be he1cl in STRICT CONFIDENCE and no 
portian, synopsis or intimation to be ·p ub1ished or 
given out unti1 the REA.DING of the President ' s Message 
has begun in the Sena .te or the House of Hepresen t atives . 
Extreme c a re must therefore be exercised to avoid pre ­
mature pub1ication . 

STEPHEN EA.RLY 
Secretary t e the President 

TO THE CONGRE:SS OF THE UNITED ST..H.TES OF AlVlERICA: 

I am under the necessity of bringing to the attention of 
the Congress the ruth1ess sinking by a German submarine on May 21 
of an American slli p, the Robín Moor , in the South Atlantic Ocean (25° · 40' 
West, 6010' Nortb)While the .. vesse.l was on the high seas en route to 
So uth Afri ca, 

According t o the formal depositions of s urvivors the 
vessel was sunk within 30 min.Utes f'rom the time of th e first warn­
ing g iven by the Commander of the submarine to an officer of the 
Robín Moer. 

The submarine did not display its fla g , and the Cornmander 
did not announce its nationality . 

The Rob in Moor was sunk without p reví s ion for th e safety of 
the passengers and crew. 

It was sunk despite th e fact that its American nationality 
was admi ttedly kno wn to the Commander of the submarine and that i ts 
nationali ty was lik ewise cle a rly indicated by the fla g and oth e r 
markings . 

The of this ship by a German subma rine 
flagr antly violated th e right of Unit e d Stat e s ves sels freely to navi­
gate the seas subj ec t only to a belli ge r ent right accepted under 
int ernational law. Thi s belli gc r e nt ri g ht , a s is k nown te the German 
Govern ment, do es not include the delib erat e ly to sink a merchant 
ve ss el, l ea ving th e passengers and crew to the mercies of the e lements . 
On the contrary th e b elliger e nt is r eq uir e d to place the passengers 
and crew in places of safety, 

The passengers and cr ew of the Rob in Moor were l e ft afloat 
in small lif cboats from approximately t wo to thr ee W8oks when th e y 
were acciJentally discovered and rescu0d by fri e ndly v e ss els, This 
chanc e r e scue not l esse n the brutality of casting the boats 
adrift in midocean. 

The tot a l disregard shown for th e most el c;mentary prin­
ciples of int e rnational law and of humanity brar1ds th t.J sinking of 
the Robín Moor as th e ac t of an int e rnational outl a w, 

The Gove rnme nt of the United States holds Germany r e ­
sponsibl e for ths outrag e ous and ind e f ensibl e sinking of th e Robín 
Moer. Full r epa ration for th e loss e s and damag es suffored by 
American nationals will b8 e xpect ed from th e Ger.rran Gove:; rnm en t, 

Our Government b eli 8v e s tlw.t fr eed om from cruel ty a nd 
inhwnan tr ea tment is a natural rit,ht. It is not a Grace to b e o iv en 
or withheld at tha will of thos e temporarily in a position to 8Xort 
forc e over defencelass people . 
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·:Jere this incident capa ble of being regarded apart from 
a more general background , its i mplications might be less serious 
but it must be interpretad in the light of a declared and ac t ively 
pursued policy of frigh t fulness and intir.üdation which has been 
usod by the German Reich as an instrument of international policy . 

The present leaders of the German Reich have not hesi ­
tated to engage in acts of cruelty and many other forms of terror 
against the innocent and the helpless in other co.untries , apparently 
in the belief that methods of terrorism will lead to a state of af ­
fairs permittinc; the German Reich to exact acquiescence from the 
nations victimized . 

This Government can only asswne that the Government 
of the German Reich hopes through the commission of such in ­
famous acts of cruelty to helpless and innocent men , women and 
children to intimidate the United States and other nations into 
a course oi' non - resistance to German plans for universal con ­
que st -- a conquest based upon lawlessness and terror on land 
and piracy on the sea . 

Such ril.cthods are fully in keeping wi th the methods of 
terrori sm hitherto en;lloyed by the present leaders of the German 
ileich in the policy which they ha ve pursued towards many other 
nations subsequently victimized . 

The of the German Reich may hovrever be as ­
sure ú that th e Unit ed States will neither be intimidated nor 
will i t acqui e sce in the plans for vrorld domination Hhich the 
pre sent leaders of Germany may have . 

VJe ar e warranted in considering vrheth er the case of the 
Moor is not a step in a campaign against the United States 

anal ogous to campai cns against otl:er nations . cannot place 
r eli anc e on official declarations to the contrary . 

Like statements, declarations , and even solemn pledges 
llave been forthco n in¡; in r espect oí' many nations, commencing with 
the F:tat ement that th e Govern r:ent of th e Gernan Reich considerad 
i ts territorial as piration s sat isfied when i t se-:.zed Austria by 
forc ·..; . Evid 8nc c: that thc Govornment of the German Reich continu a s 
to plan furt!l er conqu est an d domination is convincin e , and, indeed, 
scarnely disput ad . 

Vi ewod in the li cht of th e circwnstances the sinking of the 
Moor becon e s a disclosur e of policy as as an examplc of 

me;thod:-llüreto í'or e , lavlless acts of violenc e have been proludes to 
sch cme s of lan d This one appears to be a first stop in 
a s sortion of' th G supr emo purposa of German Ruich to se ize control 
of the high so as, conquest of Great Britain being an indispensable 
part of that seizur e . 

Its ge;neral purpose would appear to be to drive American 
corrL'TlGrce from thLJ oc ean wher ever such commorce vras consid0red a dis­
advanta gE: to G8rman dusigns ; and its specific purpose would a ppear to 
be interru ption of our trad o with a l l friendly countrics . 

We ¡;mst take it that notice has nov1 been served upon us that 
no A:;¡erican ship or cargo on any of the sc:ven oeas can considor i t­
s elf i!11...í1Lme from act s of pi rae y . Not ico i s sorvE:d on us , in effect , 
that th0 German Reich propose 3 so to intimidate the United States that 
we v1ould be dissuaded from carrying out our chosen policy of helping 
Brit a in to surviv e . 

In bri cf, wc must take tho sinking of the Robin Moor as a 
warnin g to th '-' Unit od Stat e s not to r esist the Nc,zi movemont of world 
conq u0st . It is a warning that th e Unit 0d Status may use the high seas 
of tho world only with Nazi consent . 

Wur e WE:J to yield on this we would inevitably submit to world 
domination at the hands of the present leaders of the G.::rman Reich. 

We are not yi8lding and we do not propas e to yield . 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 

June ?. 1941. 



B ·no 

Seffor bajador: 

J 
, . 
.•.lO de 1941.-

·_ 81lgo 1 hon .l' de dirigirme tt 1T pnrn a cur-rar 

no'a: 1 

i' 

' ' - .. .. -

a V.l. eo la de mi oon.a.i.-

A S.'E. el Señor """ baJ:.dm. 'f;x+rao:rdin . ;¡ P •• ciario 

cto:r ·e.:p. ñ E:mi . 

---------------- -------------- ---- -------- -------- ---------------- ---- ---------- ---------- --
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