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A S,E. el Seflor Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores,

Buenos Aires.

NS ©6.- Después de un combate navel cerca de las
costas urugugyas con los cruceros ingleses Exeter Ajax y Achi
lles entrd al puerto el acorazado alemén Admiral von Spee sin
atracar a muros del muelle. Encargdse levantar un sumario al
Inspector General de larina Contraimirante Gustavo Schoeder —

ra conocer importancia averias y disponer ulterioridades.

Octavio Pinto
Primer Secretario

Es copia :




!Mﬂ ne CLn'-.;E-;

f { Y& DIr an
— ¥ - "\

— e

¢ RELACIONES =4:7nmups
- —C s

W e ——

Histdrico \4::;_\ § Ngentina

TELEGRANA CRDINARIO N9 2393.

Ministeriode Relaclones Exteriol
Comercio Internacional y Culto

A

AL S
fa - o '_“\‘.
- FOLID ' m

" | e
% Ik
B =
.'d.-'.d‘. —..../’i}

e

Vontevideo, Diciembre 15 de 1939.-

PintO»-

A 5.E, el Sefior Ministro de Relaciones Ixteriores.

Buenos Aires.-

N°® 58.- Para Subsecretario. Consulte telefénica re-
fiérese al proyecto argentino reglas de neautralidad en Diario

de la Conferencia de Panamé N°® 9 pédgina 5 Articulo 7. Deseando

saber si Argentina adopta estas reglas.
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TRADUCCION SIN RESPONSABILIDAD

No. 211,
URGENTE

El Sefior Embajador de Su Majestad Briténica saluda
con su méds distinguida consideracién a S.E. el Sefior Ministro
de Relaciones Exteriores y Culto y tiene el honor de solicitar
gque se concedan las facilidades de exportacién que sean fac-
tibles con respecto a una consignacién de mercaderfas, tanto
médicas como otras de Indole semejante, cuya composicién y
cantidad exactas no le es posible detallar en el momento.
La consignacién iré dirigida a S,E. el Sefior Ministro de Su
Majestad Briténica en Montevideo y se embarcaré, si asi sea
posible, en el barco "Mihanovich" que sale para aguel puerto
en la tarde del 16 de Diciembre.

El Sefior Embajador de Su Majestad Briténica lamenta
sobremanera que no le fué posible formular esta solicitud
con mids anticipacién, ya que las mercaderfas en cuestién son
destinadas para aliviar el sufrimiento de los marinercs
briténicos heridos en el reciente combate naval ocurrido en

las aguas del Sud Atléntico.

Embajada Briténics,
Buenos Aires.

15 de Diciembre de 1939,
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No. 211
IMMEDIATE.

His Majesty's Anbassador presents his compliments to
His Excellency the Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Public Worship and has the honour to request that such
export facilities as may be possible may be granted in
respect of a consignment of stores, medieal and other,
the exact nature and quantity of which it is not possible
at the moment to specifly. The consignment will be
addressed to His lajesty's Minister at liontevideo and
will, if possible, be shipped on the lihenovich boat leaving
for thet port on the evening of the 16th Decerber.

His Majesty's Anmbassador regrets that it was not
possible for him to give longer notice of this request
as the goods in question are intended for the alleviation
of the sufferings of the British sailors wounded in the

recent naval engagement in the South Atlantic.

BRITISH EMBASSY,
BUENOS AIRES.
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BRITISH EMBAs}Q_ﬁ;;gj"
BUENOS AIRES.
Diciembre 15 de 1939.
URGENTE

Estimado Seiior Sub-Secretario,
Refiriéndome a nuestras conversaciones telefénicas
de hoy ¥y la nota oficial No.21l de la misma fecha, me

permito adjuntar una lista de las mercaderfas que propo-

NESST uay nemos embarcar en el vapor "Mihanovich", que sale de eéfe

puerto para Montevideo en las primeras horas de la noche
de mafiana.
En lo que se trata de aparatos de cirujfa, instrumentos
etc. no estamos todavia seguros si lograrémos encontrar
todo el material incluido en la lista. Por las demis mer-
caderfas ya se ha arreglado lo necesario con la casa Gath
¥ Chaves. Me permitiré ponerme en contacto con V,E, ma=-
fiana tan pronto tenga m&s detalles para comunicarle.
~ Mientras tanto, quedo sumamente agradecido por su
A continua gentileza y aprovecho para saludarle con las

seguridades de mi mayor cénsideracién y estima.

A+S.E, - —

Seflor Sub-secretario de Relaciones Exteriores

Doctor D. Roberto Gache,
PRESENTE.
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CONSIGNACION DE MERGADERIAS A EMBARCARSE POR EL VAPOR -
TMIHANOVICH" ~ Diciembre 16 de 1939.

Camas de hospital | 160
Colchones 130
Frasadas . “ L50
Sabanas ,; 600
Almohadas 300
Sabanas chicas 275
Cubijas 200
Fundas | 600
Tohallas chicas 275
Tohallas de baifio 275
Tohallitas para lavar la cara 200
Piyamas 200
Salidas de baiio 120
Biombos 10
Estufas 8
Velas 20 kilos
Lé&mparas a petroleo 6

Aparatosde cirujfa

Aparato portatil Rago: X 1
Aparato Esterglizador 1
Mesa de operaciones 1

Drogas, instrumentos, anestésicosetc.
de cirujia Varios,
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E1 lenlente Coronel Gutierrez, Oficlal Mayor del Ministerio de
Guerrs, por encargo del Jefé de la Secretarfa Coronel Victor Majéd,
informd telefdnicamente en el dla de la fecha, que por parte de
dicho Depertamento no hay Inconvenlente en que.se proceda a la ex-
portecidén del material sanitario, con destino a Montevideo, de acuer-

do a lo solicitado en nota de fecha de ayer.

Buenos Aires, Diclembre 16 de 1939.
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Buenos Aires, diciembre 15 de 1939,

Sefior Jefe: | »

| Tergo el agredo de dirigirme a V.S. poniendo en
su conocimiento que, con cerdcter de muy urgente, la Emba:-
jede Britenica he solicitado la intervencidn de este Cen-
cilleria psars cue se obtenga permiso de exportecidn para
una partida de msteriel sesnitsrio oue debe embarear en el
barco de la carrers, con destino a Montevideo, en el dia de
maflana, peres ls atencion de los marineros briténicos heri-
dos en el reciente combate navel. —

Este Cancilleris ha dirigido igusl comunieacidn
el Ministerio de Hacienda, pero, entendienio que en la par- -
tide de referencia irén incluidos instrumentsl de cirugfa,
eperatos de radiografia, cemas y otros articulos de metal,
somete también el esso & la consideraeidon de ese Dspartmn;-
to, sugiriendo la conveniencie de unas répida decisidn, en
vista de las circunstenciss especiales a cue responde el po-
dide formulado.

Seludo & V.S. con mi mas alta y distinguida oon;-

sider=eion.

. _ ROBERTO GaCH
STR SBORETAR IO DE m’!ﬂgslm. i

A S.S. el sefior Jefe de la Secreteria de Cuerre,
Coronel D. Victor Majd.

s/D.
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En contestacidn a su atenta noth e fe-

[ 1t (281) cha 15 del corriente mes, relscionada con el permiso de ex-
portacidn de materiales sanitarios destinados a laatencidén de
E&E?%és los marinos dbritdnicos heridos en el reciente combate naval,
(MG) tengo el agrado de dirigirme a Vd. 1levando a su conocimien-
to que S.E. el Seflor Ministro de Guetrra, dado el destino del
material en cuestidn, no v§ inconveniente alguno en que se
- autorice la exportacidn.
No obstante 1o expuesto, se estima que
5 en su deblda oportunidad se haga conocer a este Ministerio

= el detalle de los materiales que hayan salido del pafs con
los flnes expresados,

Aprovecho la oportunidad pare reiterar-
le las segurldades de mi consideracién mds distinguida.

Lo
-

e

Al Seflor Subsecretarlio de Relaclones Exteriores y Culto,
Doctor D. ROBERTO GACHE.

S/D.
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~———-nos Aires, diciembre 20 de 1939,

Remitase la informacién solicitada. .
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Buenos Alres, dicicmbre 20 de 1939.
D.A.P.

Sefior Jefe:

Con referencia a la nota de S.S. N° 3924-letra M-Cde.
107, de iU del corrienie, lengo el agrs‘o de dirigirme al
Senor Jefe rewmitidudole coplia de la curia, de la misma fe
eha, con la cuel el Primer Secretario ds la Exbajada Bri
tanica, Setior (.i.Wallinger, envia una lista -que también
#e acoupafla—~ de¢ los materiales sonilaries y otros artfculos
adouiridos en esta Capilal pure Ju atercién de los marine
en €l reciente combate navel,

ros briténicoz herides
Heilero « .0, las seswridades Je mi més distinguida

consideracidn.

aTh G ACHE
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A S.5.el Secror Jefe de lu Secretarfade Guerra,
Capitdn de Navio Dom Victor Majé.
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Buenos Alres, dicliembre 16 de 1939.
D.A.P. '

Sefior Subsecretario:

Como er de conocimiento de V.8., la Embajada
Briténica ha solicitado la intervencidn de esta Cancille-
r{a para que se obtenga permiso de exportacién para una par-
tida de material sanitaric que debe embarcar en el dfa de
hoy, en el vapor de la carrera, con destino a Mgntevideo,
para la atenciSn de los marineros britfnicos heridos en el
reciente combate naval.

Completando su informacién, la Embajada comu=
nica la sipuiente lista de mercaderfas a despacharse con
ese objeto: 100 camas de hospital, 130 colchones, 450 fra-
zadas, 600 sibanas, 300 almohadas, 275 s&banas chicas, 200
cobijas, 600 fundas, 275 toallas chicas, 275 toallas de bafio,
200 tohdlitas, 200 pljamas, 120 salidas de bafio, 10 biombos,
8 estufas, 20 ks. de velas y 6 limparas a petrdleo, cuyo
despacho se ha encargado a la casa Gath y Chaves. Agrega
tanbién que, de ser posible, se enviard un aparato porfitil
de Rayos X, un aparato esterilizador, una mesa de opera-
ciones y algunans drogas e instrumentos “e cirugfa.

Creo oportuno sefialar a V.S, que, consultado al
respecto, el Ministeriode Guerra ha hecho saber a este De-
partamento que por su parte no hay inconveniente en gue se
proceda & la exportacin de ese materilal.

Saludo a V.8. con mi mis alta y dlstinguida con-

sideracidn.

CHE .
ROBERTO GA XTERIORER
DE RELACIONES E
|UB geoRt

A 8.8. el sefior Subsecretario de ¥aciensa, D. Uscar del Pardo,

i
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Argentina, Brasil y Uruguay
Afirmaréan su Actitud de Neutrales

Tratan de coordinar procedimientos
. para alcanzar ese fin
La situacion creada por la presencia del acorazado “Admiral

Graf Spee"” en Montevideo ha sidn objeto de especiales considéra-
ciones por parte del gobierno urugusyo, segun informamos en la

seccion pertinente, el cual se dedicd en seguida al estudio de log

hechos que precedieron a la llegada del navio zleman ¥ los efectos
que éstos tienen para la soberania del pals. .

Ante las diversas y serias consecuencias que se derivan, el Mi-
nisterio de Relaciones Exteriores del Uruguay se puso en contacto
con los de la Argentina y el Brasil. a fin de cambiar opiniones sohre

esta cuestion y uniformar el criterio con respecto a cualquier proce-
dimiento que se estimase adecuado para el caso.

Segun hemos sabido, durante el dia de aver el doctor Guani
mantuvo conversaciones telefénicas con sus eolegas de la Argentina
¥ Brasil. Por su parte, el sefior Cantilo también se comunicé con el
senor Osvaldo Aranha, con guien conversd durante un buen rato
a fin de apreciar cabalmente la situacién y aclarar el alcance y el

contenido de los conceptos relacionados con los hechos que acaban

de producirse,

Aungue no se suministré informacion oficial sobre este particus
lar, de las noticias recogidas se desprende que entre estos tres esfa-
dos americanos ex‘ste una coincidencia de opiniones en cuantn se
refiere a la necesidad de evitar la repeticion de episodios navales
como el que acaba de ocurrir en la proximidad de sus costas.

No solo se trata de salvaguardar la estricta neutralidad impuesta
ante el conflicto europeo, sino también de evitar los riesgos que su-
pone para la navegacion comercial de estados pacificos vinculados
por lineas regulares a nuestros puertos, la posibilidad de encuentros
navales entre fuerzas armadas de las naciones en guerra.

Aparte de ello, se contempla también la conveniencia de evitar
las graves complicaciones que pueden derivarse de la arribada for-
zosa de una nave de guerra que llega a puerto neutral seguida por
tuerzas adversarias y que aprovecha ese refugio ocasional para zafar
de un apremio de orden tactico o también para salvarse de una
persecucion tenaz.

Aungue a través de las primeras conversaciones no se ha llegado
a un acuerdo ni a adoptar un procedimiento, las mismas referen-
cias indican que se trata de alcanzar esto ultimo, a fin de robustecer
asl, con una actitud definida, los principios adoptados en la Confe-
rencia Interamericana de Neutralidad de Panama. Desde luego, para
ello se hara necesario conocer la opinién de los Estados Unidos de
Norte Ameérica, que tan importante papel desempené en aquella
asambiea.

Las gestiones que se hallan en tramite tienden, como hemos di-
cho, a restringir las facilidades de acceso a los navios beligerantes,
Para ello se toma como antecedente la ley brasilefa que prohibe
sencillamente las arribadas accidentales, como la del acorazado ale-
man, v que, en el caso de efectuarse, estipula la internacién y el
desarme del navio.

Las gestiones iniciadas ayer continuaran durante el dia de hoy.
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H Uruguay ha E“(Uﬂdi’-a—ao Eﬁ Adi _
En la Convencion de La Haya de 1!

El decreto sobre neutralidad dictado -
en Montevideo el 7 de agosto de 1914

Por M. Oribe Coronel, especial para LA PRENSA

Montevideo, diclembre 16 — El
Uruguay ‘es hoy el .pentro de
la actividad diploméatica america- |
na y, en cierto sentido, mundial
En efecto, en el ambiente de su
cancilleria se” discute y se exa-
minan los principios juridicos in-
ternacionales que de manera mas
directa atafien a las relaciones y a
la existencia de los pueblos. Po-
cas veces en la historia de la di-
plomacia americana se ha presen-
tado un problema tan arduo y com-
plejo. Se trata hoy de la aplica-
cién de principios largamente dis-
cutidos en conferencias y congre-
sos internacionales.

La decisién tomada por el Uru-
guay en este momento tan erizado
de dificultades tiene su base juri-
dica en la convencién de La Haya
de 1607, El Uruguay la firmd, aun-
que no fué ratificada posterior-
mente. En la guerra de 1014, el
pais la cit6 y tuvo oportunidad de
adoptarla. Se recuerda que el 7
de agosto de ese afio se dictdé un
decreto por el que se reglamenta-
ba la observancia de la neutrali-
dad. E115 de agosto del mismo afio
durante la presidencia de Batlle y
Ordofiez ¥ siendo ministro de re-
laciones exteriores el doctor Brum,
se reglamentaba el limite impuesto
al tiempo de permanencia de los
navios de guerra beligerantes en
los puertos, en las radas o aguas
de 1a Repiiblica y se establecia por
el mismo el plazo de permanengcia,
que no seria mayor de 24 horas,
con las excepciones previstas en
la convencién de La Haya nime-
ro 13 ¥ en algunos articulos del de-
creto del 7 de agosto, en base a
los cuales los navios de guerra
beligerantes pueden prolongar su
permanencia por causa de averias
o por el estado del mar, debiendo
partir en el momento en que cese
el motivo del retardo.

Un Decrefo Sobre Neufralidad

Esto es exactamente 1o que dis-

ponia el decreto sobre neutralidad
de fecha 7 de agosto, citado en el
decreto del 15 de diciembre de
1914, que establecia en forma taxa-
tiva los limites impuestos al tiem-
po de permanencia. Las conven-
ciones de paz de La Haya hacen
fuerza para la Repuiblica Oriental
del Uruguay como cuerpo de doc-
trina por ajustarse a los principios
de derecho internacional y por ha-
ber sido practicamente adoptadas
por todos los paises, con las limi-
taciones impuestas por cada uno
de ellos. Esta después lo dispuesto
por la convencién de La Haya nu-
mero 13, relativa a los derechos
¥ deberes de las potencias neutra-
les, en caso de guerra maritima.
Como se sabe, el articulo 17 de la
misma dice que los bugues de gue-
rra refugiados en puertos neutra-
| les, no pueden reparar sus averias
sino en la medida indispensable
para la seguridad de su navegacion,
¥ quie tampoco pueden gumentar
sus fuerzas militares n bélicas, Asi-
mismo ‘las autoridades neutrales
tomaran nota de las reparaciones
que hayan de efectuarse, las que
deberan ser ejecutadas lp més ra-
pidamente posible. Fué precisa-
mente esto lo que acaba de hacer
el Uruguay por intermedio de la
camisién de técnicos navales, So-
bre este articulo es interesante re-
cordar que la comisién de La Ha-
bana sobre neutralidad maritima
gusci'fpta en 1028 al reproduclir las
disposiciones de la comisién de
La Haya de 1907 ha ampliado algu-

. nas de ellas y ha establecido, en el

articulo novedo, gue los buques
beligerantes no pueden reparar en
los puertos neutrales las averias

que hubieran sido producidas por
el fuego enemigo, y dtorgan al es-
tado neutral el derecho de esta-
blecer las reparaciones que pue-
dan ser efectuadas y de vigilar pa-
ra que sean practicadas lo mas ra-
pidamente posible, En la actuali-
dad se estd dando cumplimiento a |
t2l disposicién y las autoridacdes
maritimas uruguayas vigilan es-
crupulosamente todo lo gue se re-
fiere a este punto. La convencion
de La Haya no establece ese dis- |
tingo entre las averias producidas |
por el fuego enemigo y las otras
por el desgaste natural o averias
de navegacion. En cambio la con-
vencitn de La Habana concedes a
los gobiernos la posibilidad de pro-
hibir la reparacién de averias pro-
vocadas por acciones de guerra.
| Esta reglamentacion de La Haba-

na responde a una interpretacién
mas estricta de las leyes de neu-
tralidad con respecto a la de La
Haya que era mas liberal.

La Opinion de los Trafadistas

Existe otro aspecto doctrinario
de mucho interés y que merecié
analisis prolijos a la luz de la ju-
risprudencia existente y de las opi-
niones de mayor autoridad emiti-
das por los tratadistas, Y es, si de
acuerdo con el mismo, el Unllw
puede aplicar las Ultimas :
es decin, las de La Haya, en
relaciones con un pais beLigeran‘te
europeo que no estd obligado a
respetar convenios gue no susecri-
bi6 y acerca de los cuales fampoco
fué invitado a intervenir. En el
momento que viven las relaciones
internacionales uruguayas se ha
hecho aplicacién de los principios
emanados de la convencién de La
Haya. El decreto que rige la neu-
tralidad del pais frente a la pre-
sente guerra europea y que lleva
fecha 5 de septiembre de 1809 se
refiere ofra vez a la convencién
de La Haya, y a través de ello se
puede ver la continuidad de la li-
nea politica internacicnal segui-
da y la adhesién a los principics
sancionados.

Una Circunstancia Feliz

En circulos autorizados se sefia-
la una circunstancia feliz. 'Es la*
coincidencia total de la Argentina
con estos principios ¥ con esta po-
sicién, aunque ese pais ha lia-
do sus puntos de vista a través de
decretos del Ministerio de Mari-
na que dictan normas sobre la per-
manencia de barcos beligerantes en
sus puertos, su abastecimiento, uso
de la radiotelefonia, telegrafia sin
hilos, eteétera,

Dentro de las lineas principales
precedentemente enumeradas es-
tuvo la definicién de la polfﬂcu
uruguaya frente a este grave mo-
mento.

* LA PRENSA "

DICIEMBRE 17 de 1939
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TRADUCCIONBES

EMBAJADA BRITANICA

Ke 212.
Buenos Aires, 17 de diciembre de 1939,

Sefior Ministro:

Tengo el honor de expresar a Vuestra Excelencia mi
rrofundo agradecimiento por la ayuda cque Vuestra Excelencia me
prestd, por intermedio de su Ministerio y de todas las otras Re-
particiones respectivas del Gobierno Argentino, en los preparati=-
vos que hice para el envio de material sanitario de toda clase
desde Buenos Aires para los heridos del buque de S.l. "Exeter",

La pronta respuesta de las autoridades argentinas
a este urgente llamado humanitario me ha conmovido profundamente,
y abrigo la esperanza de que Vuestra Excelencia tendrd a bien po=
nar‘eatas palabras de agradecimiento en conocimiento de guienes
corresponda.

Aprovecho esta oportunidad, Sefior Ministro, para
reiterar a Vuestra Excelencia la seguridad de mi méds alta consi=
deracidn,

Fdoe: Esmond Ovey

Es tradueccidn

20 de diciembre de 19% ’
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Monsieur le Ministre,

I have‘tﬁe honour to express to Your E#cellency ny
profound gratitude for the assistance given to me by Your
Bxcellency, by your department and by all other departments
of the Argentine Government concerned, in my arrangements
for the desﬁatch of hospital equipment of every.kind f'rom
Buenos Aires for the wounded of H.M.S. "Exeter",

The prompt response of the Argentine authorities to
this urgent humanitarian call has deeply moved me and I
venture to hope that Your Excellency will be so good as to

f bring this word of thanks to the knowledge of all concerned.

I avail nyself of this opportunity, lMonsieur le

~ Ministre, to renew to Your Excellency the assurance of ny

highest consideration.

;ﬂ”u{’f"ff

Buenos nlrés diclembre 19 de 1939.

Pase con cardcter de urgente a la 0fi-

t cina de Traducciones para que se sirva vertir al caste-
AN e pr ' i

'lluno la presente nota.

Hig Excellency,
Sefior Don José larfia Cantilo,
Minister for Foreign Affairs,
BUENOS AIRES,
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’Eos Aires, 20 de diclembre de 1939.

Con la traduccidn efectuasda, vuelva a la Diviaidn

de Asuntos Polfticos. /’ —~
//‘EC //’;t’i’t“"“/: s‘
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Buenos Aires, diciembre 21 de 1939.
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R Buenos Aires, diciembre 21 de 1939.
sAells

Sefior Emba jador:

Tengo el honor de acusar recibo a V.E. de su nota N°
212 de 17 del cord ente, por la cual tiene a bien expresar
su agradecimiento por la rapidez con que las autoridades
argentinas colaboraron en los preparativos que el Sefior
Embajador efectud para en:iar material sanitario a los
heridos del buque de Su Majestad "Exeter".

Al manifestar a V.E. que esta Cancillerfa se ha im
puesto complacida de los amables términos de la nota que
contesto, la que ha llevado a conocimiento de las autori
dades respectivas, aprovecho la ocasién pura reiterarle,
Sefior Embajador, las seguridades ce mi més alta conside
racién.

MINISTERID DE
RELACIZHES EXTERIBRES v GULIY

1 g Loa )
% .22 DIC |93salJ ¥

~ DIVISION DE "~
SUNTOS POLITICOS

ROBERTO GACHE
SUB BECRETARIO DE RELACIONES EXTERIORES

A S.E. el Embajador Extraordinario y Plenipotenciario de la
' Gran Bretafia, Sir Esmond Ovey.




-

’ & Ministerio de Relnciones Bxteriores,
Archivo [ =E= wreio Intermacional y Culto

. . iaf Comar
Histérico =5 Argentina
o

Buenos Aires, diciembre 21 de 1939.
DodaPs :

Sefior Subsecretario:

En adicién a la nota de esta Cancillerfa de 15 del co
rriente, tengo el agrado de dirigirme a S.S. llevando a cono
cimiento de ese Ministerio copia de la N® 212,por la cual la
Embajada Briténica agradece la rapidez con que las autorida
des argentinas colaboraron en los preparativos efectuados
por dicha representacién diplomdtica, para enviar material
sanitario a los heridos del buque de S.M."Exeter”.

Con tal motivo, reitero al Sefior Subsecretario las se
guridades de mi més distinguida consideracién.

ROBERTO GACHE
aUB SECRETARIO DE RELACIONES EXTERIORES

MINISTERIC QE

RELACIDRES EXTERIDIESvEULTY

'R 22 DIC 1939 &
| it S o
QIVISON DE

ASUNT2S. BILITIGNS

A S.S. el Sefior Subsecretario de Hacienda,
Don Oscar del Pardo.
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Buénou Ai;es, diciembre 21 de 1939,

Sefior Jefe: L

En adicién a la nota de esta Cancillerfa de 15 del co
rriente, tengo el agrado de dirigirme a S.S. llevando a co

nocimiento de ese Ministerio copia de la N° 212, por la cual

la Embajada Briténica agradece la rapidez con que las auté
ridades argentinas colaboraron en los preparativos efectua
dos por dicha representacién diplomitica, para enviar ma
terial sanitario a los heridos del buque de S.M."Exeter".

Con tal motivo, reitero al Sefior Jefe las seguridades
de mi mfs distinguida consideracién.

ROBERTO GACHE cmones

- E
Gl s NP ALY ONES
1S EE R AN £TARIO DE rELAC!

e 1o A
MAHSTON DE
ASUNT O

Sy sum SEC*

S BoLn !?Uf_}J

A S.S. el Sefior Jefe de la Secretaria de Cuerra,

Coronel Don Victor Majé.

‘-h-_ o
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TELEGRAlA ORDINARIO N° 1786.

Buenos Aires, 16 de diciembre de 1939, k%g%%ZZ /

Embajada Argentina
' VMontevideo,

® 48,~ Con referencia a su telegrama 58 se
trata de un simple proyecto cuyss diversas disposiciones
s6lo podrian ser de aplicacién en cuanto coineidan con la
Convencién de La Haya de 1907 sobre neutralidad maritima
stop Aun cuando no hemos ratificado esa Convencidén la he=-
mos aceptado como cuerpo de doctrina segin establece el
decreto de neutralidad de 4 de setiembre.

Gache.
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| rooens 000 TELEGRAMA CIFRADO N°® 1354.- for— %,
liontevideo, 23/24 de diciembre de 1939, NG,

A S.E. el sefior Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores.

Buenos Aires

N® 6l.- De fuente confidencial muy fidedigna puedo
anticipar a V,E. cue la nota de protesta del linistro alemén
publicada por los diarios respecto del corto plazo acordado al
crucero ha sido rechazada por el Gobierno uruguayo en nota en-
tregada anoche fundéndose en que ha procedido de acuerdo con la
legislacibn internacionsl vigente y que la protesta alemana ca=-
rece de alegacidn juridica susceptible de discusiénm.

Bspero poder remitir s V,E. el lartes o lMiércoles
@l texto exacto de los documentos oficiales canjesedos.

levillier.

" Ts traduccidbn
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Buenos Alres, 29 de
WW{ v H e /a’/?/za/
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SENOR SUBSECRETARIO:

& ‘__/ Je H’)f

Tengo el agrado de dirigirme al Sefior

(294)
Subsecretario, acusando recibo a su atenta nota, por la gue

- se sirve tener a bien remitir copia de otra, por la cual la
cde.ll4 Embajada Briténica agradece la rapidez con que las sutorida-
des argentinas colaboraron en los preparativos efectuados por
dicha representacidén diplomédtica, pare enviar material sani-
tario a los heridos del buque de S.M. "Exeter”.
Al sgradecer al Setior Subsecretario su
gentil atencidén, aprovecho la oportunidad pera reiterarle las
expresiones de mi consideracién més distinguida,

o, - ; / '\".1‘

bl.‘ ¥

(Y

Buenos Aires, diciembre 30 de 1939.

Agréguese a sus antey
g

Al Seflor Subsecretario de Relaclones Exteriores, Doctor
D. ROBERTO GACHE.

SI.D.
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Sefior Ministro:
La pérdida del crucero Admiral Graf Spee ha provo-

cado en la opinidén publica un movimiento de viva indignacién
contra lo que se entiende una parcial e inamistosa conducta

del gobierno del Uruguay. E1 tono de los perié&icos coinci-

de, esta vez, con el tono de las conversaciones, asi como

el sentimiento en los altos circulos con lo gue cabe adver-

tir de la reaccidén popular.

Un corto comunicado oficioso dé4 noticia de una
enérgica protesta presentada por el Reich al gobierno de
Montevideo y acusa a éste de haber cometido una flagrante
violacién del derecho y de las practicas internacionales
negando al Graf von Spee el tiempo necesario para recuperar

la capacidad de navegar. £s el caso de pensar, aclaran las
versiones, que no se trataba de reparar dafios recibidos en
el combate, dado que es notoria la prohibicidén de proveer

& dichas reparaciones en un puerto neutral, sino de otras

averias, que no se determinan. Comentarios autorizados in-
sisten sobre la distincién entre la capacidad bélica y la

capacidad de navegar y de que solo a esta Ultima pretendia
remediar el barco alemén.

"Los héroes del Graf von Spee - escribe la Nachtaus-

gabe - no sucumbieron a consecuencia de un animoso ataque
de los ingleses, sino solamente a una vil intriga diplomd-
tica de su parte. Una vez mé&s Inglaterra ha buscado el éxi-
to a través de las vias tortuosas de la politica, recurrien-
do a una fuerte presidén sobre el gobierno del Uruguay y
aprovechando, tal vez también, de lus fuertes influencias
gque tiene en Buenos Aires. S5in la negativa del-gobierno
de Montevideo - agrega - la nave alemana habria, sin duda,
hecho frente a la lucha en mar abierto."

El fragmento que transcribo permite & V.E. perci-
bir el tono de la polemica y me excusa de abundar en otras
igualmente ingratas. Debo, felizmente, hacer notar que la

A S.E. el Sefior José Maria Cantilo,
Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores y Culto,

Buenos Al rie 8
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hipotetica complicacidn del gobierno argentino no 1a‘he lei-
do sino en la Nachtausgabe. _
Saludo a V.BE. con mi més alta y distinguida con-

sideracidn.M

Archivo
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Buenos Aires, Earzq/J‘ﬁe 1940,

Acdsese recibo y remitase cdpia de
la presente nota al Ministerio de 7"&11”1&
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Buenos Aires,'uarzo;7 0 e 1940,

CONFIDENCIAL

200 '

Sefior Embajador:

Tengo el honor de dirigirme a V.E. para
acusar recibo de su nota Confidencial n® 29 de fecha 3
de enero ppdo., relativa a la forma y al tono con que la
prensa dirigida de ese pais ha encarado incidencias diplo-
méticas derivadas de la accién naval que terminé con la
pérdida del acorazado alemdn "Graf von Spee".

Saludo a V.E. con las seguridades de mi méds
distinguida consideraciédn.

ROBERTO GACH

sUB SECT® ATIO CE RELACIOMNES EITERIOR‘E‘B

A S.E. el Sefior Embajador Extraordinario y Plenipotencisrio de la Repi-
blica Argentina en Alemania, Doctor Ricardo Clivera.




Archivo
Histérico

CONFIDENCIAL

Sefior Jefe:

===y Comer
%= Argentina

= Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, e
omircio Internacional y Culto

I - —— N
. RE=AD, *
K - *.D‘}'
& - R
& Lip \@
2 )
+ P
o - 74
~
\ — 9
NTH a0
S3%
ot

-Buenos".ures, Harzo) O de 1940,

Tengo el agrado de dirigirme a S.S. para remi-
tir a ese Departamento, a simple titulo informativo, cépia
de una nota de nuestra Embajada en Alemania, relativa a la
forma y al tono con que la prensa dirigida de ese pais ha
encarado algunas incidencias diplométicas derivadas de la
accidn naval que termind con la pérdida del acorazado ale-
mdn "Graf von Spee”.

Saludo a S.S. con las seguridades de mi dis-

tinguida considerscién,

i e e i O T B A e Sy
TS T BT DM
HItS T RIC OE
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e b |

ROBERTO GACHE
BUB SECRETARIO DE RELACIONES EXTERIORES

A S.S. el Sefior Jefe de la Secretaria de Marina,

Capitan de Navio Don Carlos M. Sciurano.
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Sefioy Mriotro:

nuuuum.ummMu
1a Repdblice do ranemé tranmaitid = Su Mejestad ol Rey el
texto de un documonte aprodede upénimemente por les 21 ree
piblisns emericanas, relacionade cor el encuentre recionte,
en o1 itldntico Sur, entre algunos bduques de Su Vejested y
el bugue de suerrs alemdn "Admirel Oraf Spee”. El 27 de di-
elemdre, Su Mejostud acusd oficlalnmente recibe de este do-
mmento, menifestendo cue, de acuerdo con le préetice cons~
tituclonnl, 1o habfe senetido ¢ ia considerecidn de sus e
nistros responocablos.

Tongo ebhore ol onor Go Wwnamlitir o V.., en vire
@ de instrueciones yecibides del Jrimer Secreterio de Es-
muwomma de Su ¥ajested, la sdjunte dee
elaracidn en nuabre del Gobieorn: de Su Vejested del Reino
Talde, ¥ de salielter que Vef, quiere tener & ben trensaie
tirla » lon atros Goblernos Mm

Com le mfis clte ennsiGerneidn tengo el honor de
refitercmme, Sellor Mindstro, de V.Ee el nfs atonto scrvidore.

Fao,: CHARLES DODD,

Seo—
Es tyeduccidn
Enero 26 de 1940 W
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Doctor Don José Laria Cantilo.-

el Sefior Ministro de Helaciones Kxteriores y Culto, /
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liontevideo, liarzo 4 de 1940.
CONFIDENCIAL -~ RESERVADA
ne 10-"
Sefior kinistro: )
Tengo el honor de dirigirme a V.E. haciéndole
| 'J / !' F ’
/'_", | A s

saber que los diarios publican 1a noticia de haberse vendido

por el Gobiemo Alemén al sefior Julio Vega ielguers los res-
tos del crucero de bolgillo "Graf von spee" gue fué hundido
por su tripulacibn en sgwms jurisdicecionales uruguayss.

A raiz del hundimiento se comentaba la situas-
¢ibn juridica que creaba el barco sumergido junto al csnsl,
sosteniendo algunos,que habis dejado de pertenecer al uobier-
no Alemén desde el momento que fué encendida la Santa pérbara,
demostréndose con ello la intencibn de deshacerse del mismo y,
que el wobiemo del uruguay tenia derecho sobre ese casco a-

bandonado denvro de sus limites jurisdiccionales pudiendo,si-

tal fuera su voluntad,mcerle volar,como cuien hace volar una
c_'\ roca que incomoda el trénsito maritimo,.

\T)

Llsma shora la atencibn,que éste pais,sin ha-

= cer salvedad alguna,permita al Ministro Alemén en représenta-
“’ cibn del Reich,enagensr con fines comercisles los restos de
% dicho Crucero,sobre los que podria discutirse derechos y por
.‘ los que,segin se dice,s0lo se han pagado 10.000 pesos urugus-
yos.

saludo a V.H. con las seguridades de mi més
alta y distinguida considerascibn,

Buenos Aires .-

\—-Q-—iﬁ————-————-’“—*‘
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Acisese recibo y trasmitase en copia al

Ministerio de Marina.
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‘Buenos “Aires, margo 7~ de 1940.

D.A.P.
. CONFIDENCIAL-RESERVADA

28
Sefior Embajador:

Tengo el honor de acusar recibo a la nota confidencial-
reservada de V.E., N° 10 de 4 del corriente, relacionada con
la venta, por parte del Gobierno Alemén, al Sefior Julio Vega
Helguera, de los restos del crucero "Graf von Spee"”.

En respuesta, cumplo en comunicar-a V.E. jue la referi
da nota ha sido llevada a conocimiento del Departamento de
Marina,

e Reitero al Sefior Embajador las seguridades de mi mds
alta consideracién.

\: )

TR et | ROBERTO GACHE
: g s SUB BECRETARIO DE RELACIONES EXTERIORES

'''''''

A S.E. el Embajador Extraordinario y Plenipotenciario de la Repiblica
Argentina en el Urugugy, Sefior Dpn Roberto Levillier.
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Buenos iires, Marzo AL de 1940.

Dl&l P .
CONFIDENCIAL-RESERVADA
Sefior Jefe:

Tengo el agrado de dirigirme a S.S. llevando a conoci
miento de ese Ministerio, copia de la nota confidencial-re
servada de nuestra Embajada en Montevideo, N° 10 de 4 del
corriente, relacionada con la venta, por parte del Cobierno
Alemén, al Sefior Julio Vega Helguera, de los restos del cru
cero "Graf von Spee".

Reitero al Sefior Jefe las seguridades de mi més dis
tinguida consideraciénm.

TN

Rl ACIANES -.ia»
r.amwmﬂ-ﬂr

hs 7’ rr‘IAP f“[} b .'
""""" 3
‘f: I lq L-q.

at'd IT-'.J-p
ASUNTO :‘J b LI ey
‘_“,"‘_ el it o S r..w B

A S.S. el Sefior Jefe de la Secretaria de Marina,
Capitéan de Navio Don Abelardo Pantin.
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Eusnoa Lires. abril y/' de 1940.
D.A.Pl s

4

Sefior Embajador:

Tengo el honor de dirigirme a V.E. encareciéndole trate
de obtener y remitir a este Ministerio, algunos ejemplures
mis de la publicacién editada por el Ministerio de 'elacio
nes Fxteriores de ese pais, conteniendo los "Antecedentes
relativos al hundimien o del acoragado "Admiral CGraf Spee" y
a la internacién del barco mercante "Tacoma"".

Aprovecho la ocasidn para reiterarle las seguridades

B de mi mis alta consideracién.

ROBEHng:g?sE ey TERIORES
R
sUB SECRETARIO D

A S.E. el Embajador Extraordinario y Plenipotenciario de la Repiiblica
Argentina en el Uruguay, Sefior Don Roberto Levillier.

=
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" LA NACION
ABRIL 5 de 1940.

e

EL HUND!M%ENTO DEL
ADMIRAL GRAF SPEE

LONDRES, 4 (H).—Lord Sirabolgl
ha publicado un libro titulado “La ba-
Firin U S & "‘““’ip.:'ﬁn%‘ P

un o de un tr e
acorazado alemidn Admiral Graf Spea.
En dicho diario su autor revela

que 2] segundo dia del viaje el capitin
hizo saber a los tripulantes que su
{mldn era perseguir a los barcos mer=
tes que surcasen el sur del Atlén-
:u!cowdm la guerra que iba & es-
Lord Strabolgi declara que no tie-
ne duda de que el cltado diario es au-
| téntico y agregd que el documento le
1legd de la mmma. donde la tri-
pulacién del ascorazado aleman se en-
cuentra internada. El diario tiene to-
das las apariencias de autenticidad y
los relatos coinciden con los hechos,
tales como los conocamos,
| *m Admiml Graf Spee —dice—zar-
| p6 de Wilhelmshaven en la noche del
21 de agosto le 19830, Supn:udase
hizo en secreto y siguié una ruta no
gt g i A&i‘?‘m
entré en ontevi=
dmdam&&'mguzﬂhwnMem-
cerps briténicos estaba lejos de en-
contrarse fu;:a &gf combate. La ma-
rma, urugua o tlene un crucero
dn.u bno Adml:d:lh‘m
nada para o al
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objeto:acompafiando
dos e jemplares pu- ;
blicacidbn Ministerio Ls Embs jade de ls Kepublice Argentina en el Uru-
de R.Exteriores.
guay tiene el honor de dirigirse sl Ministerio de Kelaciones Ex=-

teriores y en contestacidn s la nota N 99 de li de abril corriente

dirigida sl Sefior Embe jador,acompsafie & la presente dos e jempleres

O FL PKEYD
CONFEO
.t i

{ de la publicacibén del Ministerio de Relaciones Zxteriores de es-
i
i

i

te pais,conteniendo los"untecedentes relativos £1 hundimiento de!
scorazedo "Admirel Gref Spee" y & 1la internacion del barco mer-

cante "Tacome".

Montevideo sbril 10 de 1940.
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' Corresponde a la nota de la Embajada Ar
= tina en lontevideo N° 119 de abril 10 de f9470-
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Los dos ejemplares de la publicacidén enviada con la
nota N° 119 de abril 10 de 1940, han sido entregados al
Secretario General Doctor Santos Mufioz y al Consejero Legal

Doctor Ruiz Moreno.
Buenos Aires, abril 12 de 1840.
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Sefior Subsecretario:

Tengo el agrado de dirigirme a V.E. so-
licitando quiera tener la gentileza de disponer se procure obte-
ner y remitir a este Ministerio, con destino zl Estado Mayor Ge-
neral de la Armada, un ejemplar del libro blanco sobre la bata-
11a naval del Rfo de la Plata y hundiriento del acorazado alemén
"Admiral von Graf Spee", editado recientemente por el Gobierno
briténico.-

Aprovecho esta oportunidad para reite-

e

rar z V.E. las seguridades de mi mds distinguida consideracién

) 625644553%;
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CARLOS M, SCIURANOD
CariTin bE Navio
JEFE SECAETARIA DEL MinisTas

'4: Buenos Aires, mayo 21 de 1940.
viﬁxnlgase 1 ta a la Embajada en Londres pidiéndcle

Hanxia marloa jemplares de la publicacién d
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Doctor don Roberto Gache.-
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Buenos Aires, mayo 31 de 194047,
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Sefior Embajador:

Tengo el honor de dirigirme a V.E. encareciéndole trate
de obtener y remitir a esta Cancillerfa, varios ejemplares
del libro blanco sobre la batalla naval del Rio de La Plata
y hundimiento del acorazado alemén "Admiral von Graf Spee",
recientemente editado por el Gobierno Briténico.

Aprovecho la ocasidén para reiterar al Sefior Embajador
las seguridades de mi mds alta consideracién.

- ACHE
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= ST : :
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A S.E. el Embajador Extraordinario y Plenipotenciario de la Repiblica
Argentina en la Gran Bretafia,
Doctor Tomés A.Le Breton.
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La Empéjada de la Republica Argentina en Londres
se complace en remitir a ese Ministerio cuatro ejem-
plares del Libro Blanco sobre la batalla naval del Rio
de la Plata y hundimiento del acorazado aleman Graf
Spee, editado por el Gobierno Hritdnico, de acuerde

con el pedido formulado por nota 132 uel 31 de Mayo 1940,

Londres, Junio 13 de 1940.~

Buenos Aires, julio 16 de 1940,
Trasmitanse dos ejemplares del Libro mencionadc
al Ministerio de Marina, con referencia a su nota N2
348 de mayo 29 ppdo.
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THE BATTLE OF THE RIVER PLATE.

““ In this sombre dark winter . . . the brilliant action of the Plate . . . .
came like a flash of light and colour on the scene, carrying w:th' 1t“a.n
encouragement to all who are fighting—to ourselves and to our allies.” —
First Lord of the Admiralty when welcoming H.M.S. Exeler, 15th February,

1940.

The action which led to the defeat and subsequent self-destruction of the A

German ‘‘ pocket battleship ** Admiral Graf Spee was made up of four dis-
tinct phases, First there were the preliminary movements which made the
victory possible. Secondly there was the main battle, Thirdly there was
the long shadowing action while the enemy was running for the safety of
neutral territorial waters. Finally there was the long watch of the River Plate
Estuary, with the Admiral Graf Spee hourly expected to make a dash for
the open sea.

In the following account of the action, which has been compiled in the
Admiralty from despatches forwarded by Rear-Admiral Harwood and the
Captains of H.M. Ships Ajax, Achilles and Exeter, all the times given are
the ships time kept by the Squadron. This was two hours slow on Greenwich
Mean Time,

THE FirsT PHASE,

It had been known since the S.S. Clement was sunk on September 3oth
that a German ‘‘ pocket battleship "’ was at large in the South Atlantic
Ocean, and the fact that four ships on the Gibraltar to South Africa route
were overdue had indicated that this ship was raiding commerce on the
eastern side of the South Atlantic. In mid-November, however, the sinking
of the S.S. Africa Shell at the southern end of the Mozambique Channel
proved that there was a German commerce raider in the southern part of the
Indian Ocean. Whether this was the same raider as had been operating in
the South Atlantic Ocean was not definitely known at that time. In any
case, vigilance in the South Atlantic could not be relaxed.

Apart from the forces concerned in a systematic search of other areas,
there were in the western part of the South Atlantic four cruisers of the South
America Division under the command of Commodore H. H. Harwood.
Early in December it had been necessary to detach H.M.S. Cumberland, the
largest and most powerful of the force, to the Falkland Islands to carry out
a self-refit, remaining at short notice. Upon the three remaining ships devolved
the gigantic task of watching and defending the immensely valuable trade
routes off the South American continent. This they had to do, knowing that
there was at large an enemy raider more powerful than their combined
strength—even if they were able to bring their combined strength to bear
upon the enemy at the moment of contact.

The British cruisers of the South America Division immediately available
were: —
H.M.S. Ajax wearing the Broad Pendant of Commodore Harwood, a
#,000 tons cruiser armed with eight six-inch guns.

. H.M.S. Achilles.—A cruiser of the same class as H.M.S. A4jax, 7,000
“tons and armed with eight six-inch guns. This ship had been detached
from the New Zealand Division and was manned largely by New
Zealanders.

H.M.S. Exeter.—A cruiser of 8,400 tons armed with six eight-inch
guns.

There was little doubt that the German raider was one of the so-called
*“ pocket battleships "—a vessel of rather more than 10,000 tons with a
main armament of six eleven-inch guns and a secondary armament of eight
5-g inch guns. Moreover, the ** pocket battleships " are protected by armour
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against which 6-inch gun fire could not be expected to be fully effect
long ranges. The German raider, therefore, had a considerable adwantige -
in armament. Her secondary armament was the equal of the total ‘armamefit.™ -
of one of the smaller British cruisers, and the weight of metal and éxplo '
which she could fire in one broadside was 4,700 pounds. The total weig
of the broadsides of all the three British cruisers combined was only 3,
pgounds,

Against the serious inferiority in armament, the British cruisers could put
an advantage of about six knots in speed and, possibly, a greater handiness.

The two essentials to successful action against the enemy were, therefore,
concentration of the British forces prior to action being joined, and the
employment of tactics which would exploit the advantage in speed and
handiness of the British forces. These were problems not easy of solution,
because the immense area to be guarded made it necessary for the British
forces to be dispersed—a factor which precluded the frequent practising of
squadron tactics. .

On December 3rd, 1939, the three British cruisers were scattered over two
thousand miles.

It was on the afternoon of that day that a report was received from the
British S.S. Doric Star that she was being attacked by a German ‘‘ pocket
battleship "’ on the eastern side of the South Atlantic about midway between
Sierra Leone and the Cape of Good Hope. The Doric Star had sent out
the wireless message in spite of the fact that the German raider was firing
on her in an attempt to prevent her from using her wireless.

Commodore Harwood correctly anticipated that the raider, knowing that
she had been reported by the S.S. Doric Siar, would leave that area
and probably cross the South Atlantic. He estimated that the raider could
reach the Rio de Janeiro area by the morning of December 12th, the River
Plate area by that evening or the following morning, or the Falkland Islands
area by December 14th.

There was nothing to indicate which of these three areas—separated from
one another by more than 1,500 miles—was the raider’s objective. Com-
modore Harwood decided, however, that the most important area to be
defended was the focal area of the large and very valuable trade off the
River Plate. He therefore ordered his squadron to concentrate 150 miles
off the River Plate Estuary. He also made arrangements to ensure thal
his ships would not be short of fuel when they arrived at the rendezvous.
All this was done in one short signal, after the transmission of which no
wireless communication was used, since this would have indicated the move-
ments of British forces to the enemy.

Accurate navigation led to the concentration of the British cruisers at
the expected moment—7 a.m. on December 12zth.

The greatest use was made of that day. Commodore Harwood explained
to his Captains the tactics which he proposed to use in the event of contact
being made with the powerful raider. These tactics were then exercised by
the squadron. It is noteworthy that the final words of Commodore
Harwood’s instructions to his Captains were to act *‘ without further orders
so as to maintain decisive gun range "’.

Wednesday, December 13th, dawned fine and clear, with extreme visibility.
There was a fairly strong breeze from the south-east, a low swell coming
from the same quarter, and a slight sea. The British cruisers were steaming
east north east at fourteen knots. They were in single line ahead in the
order H.M.S. Ajax, H.M.S. Achilles, H.M.S. Exeter.

At 6.14 a.m. smoke was sighted on the horizon just abaft the port beam,
and H.M.S. Exeter was ordered to investigate. Two minutes later H.M.S.
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4 5 .
conning position. When he reached that position, however, he found
all communications from the after conning position had been destroyeds o
steering was therefore changed over to the after steering position, and cem-~ -+
munication established with that position by means of a chain of messengers:—
H.M.S. Exeter was controlled in this way until the action was broken off.

It would be difficult to overestimate the difficulty of controlling a ship by

Exeter reported "' I think it is a pocket battleship '’. The enemy was in
sight. Contact had at last been made between British naval forces and the
raider which they had been hunting for more than two months.

Tue SeEcoND PHASE.

At the time of the sighting of the smoke, the Admiral Graf Spee and the y, 3 : - ; / L,
British cruisers were steering converging courses. As soon as thepsmoke w:ts’m’ ' this means during a fierce action, with personnel exposed to eight-inch gun
identified as that of the German raider, the ships of the British squadron 4 blast as well as heavy fire from the enemy.

began to act in accordance with the tactics practised on the previous day. - During this time H.M.S. Exeter received two more hits forward from
All ships increased speed and began to work up to full speed as rapidly as
possible. The eight-inch gun cruiser, H.M.S. Exefer, the most powerful unit
of the British squadron, made a large alteration of course to the westward,
while the two six-inch gun croisers, HM.S. Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles
forged ahead to the north-eastward, altering course slightly in order to close
the range rapidly. These manoeuvres were carried out so that the ‘‘ pocket
battleship '’ should be simultaneously engaged from widely different angles.
This would force him either to “‘split’’ his main armament in order to
engage both units, or to leave one of the British units unengaged by his
eleven-inch guns.

At 6.18 a.m. only four minutes after the first sighting of smoke, the
Admiral Graf Spee opened fire with her main armament of six eleven-inch
guns. She had “‘ split ’ her main armament, and one turret fired at H.M.S.
Exeter and the other at H.M.S, Ajax and Achilles. The range was very
long, but it was being shortened rapidly by all three of the British cruisers.

Two minutes later, at 6.20 a.m., H.M.S. Exeter opened fire with her two
forward turrets—four eight-inch guns. The range was then g} sea miles.
Her two after guns opened fire as soon as they would bear, two and a half
minutes later.  This eight-inch gunfire seemed to worry the enemy almost
from the beginning. After shifting target rapidly one or twice, the Admiral
Graf Spee concentrated the fire of all six of her eleven-inch guns on H.M.S.
Exeter. The Admiral Graf Spee’s first salvo fell short of H.M.S. Exeter.
The second was over, and the third straddled the cruiser.

Meanwhile H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles had opened fire with their
six-inch guns. H.M.S. Achilles opened fire at 6.21 a.m. and H.M.S. A4jax
two minutes later. These two six-inch gun cruisers immediately developed
a high rate of fire, combined with great accuracy. The despatch of H.M.S.
Achilles states that ** fire appeared to become rapidly effective,”” while the
despatch of H.M.S. Ajax states that ** effective fire developed immediately.”

At 6.23 a.m. an eleven-inch shell burst just short of H.M.S. Exefer, abreast
the middle of the ship. Splinters from this shell killed the torpedo tubes
crews, damaged the communications of the ship, and riddled the funnels
and searchlights. One minute later H.M.S. Exeler suffered a direct hit
from an eleven-inch shell. This shell struck ‘“ B *' turret, putting that turret
and its two eight-inch guns out of action. Splinters from that shell swept
the bridge. All the bridge personnel except the captain and two others were
either killed or wounded. The wheel-house communications were wrecked.

Mgmentarily, the ship was out of control. Good training, however, came
to the rescue. As soon as it was realised in the lower conning position that
communications with the wheelhouse had ceased to function, that lower posi-
tion took over the steering. Even so, the ship had begun to swing to star-
board, and there was danger of the after guns becoming unable to bear on
the target. This was noticed by the torpedo officer, who, on his own initia-
tive, succeeded in getting an order through to the lower conning position
which resulted in the ship being brought back to her course.

The captain of H.M.S. Exeter was at this time making his way aft. With
the bridge out of action, he had decided to fight his ship from the after
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II—irI;ch shells, and also suffered some damage by splinters from shells bursting
short.

Meanwhile H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles were making good and rapid
shooting with their six-inch guns, and they were closing the range rapidly
and drawing ahead on the ememy. That this six-inch gunfire was causing
the enemy trouble was shown by the fact that at 6.30 a.m. the Admiral Graf
Spee again ‘‘ split ”’ her main armament, switching over one eleven inch
turret to engage the six-inch gun cruisers. This temporarily reduced the
volume of heavy fire to which H.M.S. Exefer was subjected.

The secondary armament of the Admiral Graf Spee—5-g-inch guns—had
been alternately engaging H.M.S. Ajex and H.M.S. Achiiles, but without
effect, although some salvoes had fallen close. These guns continued to fire
at the six-inch gun cruisers.

At 6.32 a.m. H.M.S. Exetfer fired her starboard torpedoes at the enemy.
These torpedoes went wide, because the Admiral Graf Spee, apparently finding
the British gunfire too hot, turned 150 degrees away under cover of a smoke
screen before the torpedoes reached her.

By 6.36 a.m. the six-inch gun cruisers were doing 28 knots. This rapid
increase of speed—the ships had been doing 14 knots only 20 minutes pre-
viously—reflects great credit upon the engine and boiler room personnel.

At 6.37 a.m. H.M.S. 4jax catapulted her aircraft. Orders to get the air-
craft into the air at the earliest possible moment had been given as soon
as the alarm was sounded, and the catapult had been prepared and the engine
of the aircraft warmed up. The operation of preparing to catapult the air-
craft was carried out with great coolness, in spite of the fact that the per-
sonnel, and particularly the pilot and the observer of the aircraft, were sub-
jected to severe gun blast from the guns of the two after turrets, which were
firing on a forward bearing. The aircraft itself was whipping about badly
owing to the gunblast. As soon as the aircraft was in the air it took up a
position on the disengaged bow of the six-inch gun cruisers.

At about 6.38 a.m. H.M.S. Exeter made a large alteration of course to
starboard in order to bring her port torpedo tubes to bear on the enemy.
As she was turning she received two more hits from 11-inch shells. One of
these hit the foremost turret, putting the turret and its two eight-inch guns
out of action. The other entered the hull, did extensive damage and started
a fierce fire between decks. The observer in H.M.S. Ajax’s aircraft reported
that ‘‘ she completely disappeared in smoke and flame and it was feared
that she had gone. However, she emerged, and re-entered the action.”

H.M.S. Exeter had, indeed, suffered severely from the much heavier metal
of her adversary. Two of her three turrets were out of action, and the only
two guns still in action were aft. All her compass repeaters had been
smashed, and the captain was conning the ship with the help of a small
boat’s compass. What little internal communication was possible was done
by messengers. Some compartments were flooded, and a serious fire was
raging in her hull. Nevertheless she was resolutely kept in action. Her
port torpedoes were fired as soon as the tubes were brought to bear on the
enemy. A minute or two later H.M.S. Exeter altered course to port—that
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is, towards the enemy—and hauled round so that she was on a course
approximately parallel to that of the Admiral Graf Spee and able to continue
to engage the enemy with her two remaining guns. By this time H.M.S.
Exeter had a seven degree list and was down by the bow, but was still
steaming at full power.

At 6.40 a.m. an II-inch shell burst just short of H.M.S. Achilles, in line
with the bridge.
gunnery control position and stunned the gunnery officer, as well as slightly
wounding the captain and the chief yeoman of signals on the bridge. Fortu-
nately these splinters did not put the director out of action or damage any
important instrument. Nevertheless, the main control position was momen-
tarily out of action through these casualties. The gunnery efficiency of H.M.S
Achilles was not, however, impaired. @ The secondary control position
immediately took over the control of the ship's armament, and continued
the action until the main control position was ready to resume control some
minutes later. The greatest gallantry and fortitude was shown by the surviving
personnel of the main control position. A sergeant of Royal Marines remained
uncomplainingly at his post and carried out his duties until the end of the
action although he was seriously wounded. A seaman boy behaved with
exemplary coolness despite the carnage around him and continued his duty
of passing information to the guns. He was at one time heard denying most
vigorously a report of his own death which had spread round the ship.
These were but two instances of gallantry in a fierce action memorable for
the bearing of the personnel of the British cruisers.

After 6.40 a.m. the action became virtually a chase. The Admiral Graf
Spee had turned away to the westward under cover of a smoke screen, and
the two six-inch gun cruisers were hauling round to the north-westward in
pursuif, accepting the fact that this entailed being unable to bring the after
guns to bear on the enemy. They were by now doing 31 knots and still
increasing speed. H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles were fine on the star-
board quarter of the Admiral Graf Spee, and H.M.S. Exeter was rather before
the enemy’s port beam, still in action with her two remaining guns.

At 6.56 a.m. H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles altered course to starboard
in order to bring all their guns to bear again. This greater volume of fire
from these two cruisers appeared to have an immediate effect on the enemy,
for the Admiral Graf Spee at once altered course away from the cruisers, and
at 7.0 she laid a smoke screen in an attempt to throw off the British gunfire.
From this time onwards the Admiral Graf Spee made frequent alterations of
course and great use of smoke screens in her efforts to escape further
punishment.

At 7.10 a.m. the range of the enemy from H.M.S. Ajex and H.M.S.
Achilles was still eight miles. Commodore Harwood decided to alter course
towards the Admiral Graf Spee in order to shorten the range as rapidly as
possible, even though this meant that the after guns would once again be
unable to bear on the enemy. The British cruisers were now steaming at
their utmost speed.

At-7.16 a.m. the Admiral Graf Spee made a drastic alteration of course to
port under cover of smoke. She was then steering almost directly for H.M.S.
Exeter, and it seemed that her intention was to finish off that damaged
cruiser. Four minutes later, however, the effective support of H.M.S.
Exeter’s consorts obliged the Admiral Graf Spee to make another large
alteration of course, She hauled round to the north-westward until all her
11-inch guns would bear on H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles, and at once
opened fire on the small British cruisers. The range at that time was 54 miles.
H.M.S. Ajax was straddled by 11-inch salvoes, but she was not hit. The

Splinters from this shell killed four ratings in the main—"
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enemy was also firing with her secondary armament of 5°g-inch guns,
their fire had by this time become inaccurate and ragged. !
At 7.20 am. H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles had turned to starboard
to bring all guns to bear on the enemy. Rapid and accurate shooting was
maintained, and a. fire was observed amidships in the Admiral Graf Spee.
At this time it appeared to Commodore Harwood that the Admiral Graf
Spee intended to neglect H.M.S. Exeter and to close the six-inch gun cruisers
on=a_north-westerly course. Thinking that the enemy was likely to remain
on this course for some time, H.M.S. Ajax swung to starboard at 7.24 a.m.
and fired her port torpedoes at a range of 44 miles. The enemy probably
saw Yhese torpedoes being fired, for the Admiral Graf Spee at once made
a large alteration of course, turning away some 130 degrees to port and at
the same time laying a smoke screen. Although the Admiral Graf Spee

<y

- altered back to her north-westerly course three minutes later, this large

alteration of course was sufficient to avoid the torpedoes from H.M.S. Ajax.

At 7.25 a.m, H.M.S. Ajax was hit by an 11-inch shell. This shell put
X turret out of action, and, by a stroke of bad luck, it also led to the
jamming of Y turret. Thus this one shell robbed H.M.S. 4jax of the use
of four of her guns, besides causing a number of casualties.

It was at about this time that the pilot of H.M.S. 4jax’s aircraft, which
had been spotting the fall of shot for the six-inch gun cruisers, decided to
approach the Admiral Graf Spee in an attempt to discover the extent of
damage that ship had received. As soon as the aircraft came within range
of the enemy’s anti-aircraft guns, these opened fire. As the primary and
most important duty of the aircraft was spotting the fall of shot for the
control of the British cruisers’ gunfire, the aircraft retired out of range of
the enemy's anti-aircraft guns.

H.M.S. Exeter had been dropping gradually astern, as she had been
forced to reduce speed owing to the damage forward. She still continued in
action, however, engaging the enemy with her two remaining guns firing
in local control under the direction of an officer standing in an exposed position
on the searchlight platform. At about 7.30 a.m., however, H.M.S. Exeter’s
remaining turret ceased to operate due to flooding. Thus H.M.S. Exeter
could no longer engage the enemy nor keep up with the action. Reluctantly,
therefore, she was forced to break off the action, and at about 7.40 a.m. she
turned to the south-east and steamed away at slow speed, starting to repair
damage and make herself seaworthy.

That H.M.S. Exeter was still afloat and capable of making long sea
passages is a tribute to the design and construction of British warships.
For the fortitude and resolution of the personnel no praise could be too high.
In spite of severe casualties and the almost complete destruction of internal
communications, H.M.S, Exefer had been kept in action so long as a gun
would fire, while fire and repair parties fought to minimise the effects of
damage.

At 7.28 am. H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S Achilles hauled round to a
westerly course in order to close the range still further. Three minutes later
H.M.S. Ajax’s aircraft reported ‘‘ Torpedoes approaching. They will pass
ahead of you ’’. Commodore Harwood, however, decided to take no chances,
and the cruisers made a large alteration of course towards the enemy in
order to avoid the torpedoes. This alteration of course had the effect of
closing the range very rapidly. At this time H.M.S. Ajax had only three
guns in action, as an accident prevented one gun of B turret from being
fired, while both X and Y turrets were out of action as a result of the
11-inch shell hit sustained at 7.25 a.m. Nevertheless, the enemy did not
relish the fire of the small British cruisers. The Admiral Graf Spee turned
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away to the westward almost immediately, making much smoke and zig-
zagging in an attempt to throw out the British gunfire.

At this stage of the action the shooting of the six-inch gun cruisers
appeared very accurate. H.M.S. Achilles was making excellent practice with
her eight guns, while H.M.S. Ajax was making very good use of her three
remaining guns. At 7.36 a.m, the Admiral Graf Spee turned to the south-
westward in order to bring all her heavy guns to bear on the Britisk~
cruisers in an attempt to fight them off. The two small British cruisers
stood on, however, and by 7.38 a.m. the range was down to 4 miles.

It was then reported to Commodore Harwood that so many rounds had
been expended during the continuous periods of rapid firing that there
was some danger of running short of ammunition, if the action was pro-
longed without reaching a decision.  This led Commodore Harwood to
adopt an immediate change in tactics. @ He considered that by breaking
off the day action and shadowing the enemy till nightfall, he would have
a better change of closing to a range at which his lighter armament and
torpedoes would have a decisive effect. !

Accordingly, at 7.40 a.m., Commodore Harwood turned H.M.S. 4jax and
H.M.S. Achilles away to the eastward under cover of a smoke screen.
Just as the ships began to turn, an r11-inch shell from one of the Admiral
Graf Spee’s last salvoes brought down the main topmast of H.M.S. Ajax.
The bursting of this shell caused some casualties, and the falling of the
mast destroyed the wireless aerials. Spare aerials were, however, soon rigged.

The Admiral Graf Spee made no attempt to follow the British cruisers,
but continued to steam to the westward at a speed of about 22 knots.

After opening the range by steaming to the eastward under cover of a
smoke screen for six minates, Commodore Harwood again turned his ships
to the westward and ordered them to take up positions for shadowing the
enemy.

That the two small six-inch gun cruisers had not suffered more severelﬂ
in the close action was undoubtedly due to the speed and skill with whic
the ships were handled. The engine and boiler room personnel played a
most important part in the action, steaming the ships at full power under
difficult action conditions with the ships under almost constant use of helm.
In the boiler rooms, gun blast caused the flames to leap about a foot out of
the fronts of the furnaces, yet the stokers, many of them youngsters, never
paused in their work or moved back from the boilers.

Tae THIRD PHASE.

The sitnation at 8.0 a.m. on December 13th was that the Admiral Graf Spee
was continuing her flight to the westward; H.M.S. Ajax was shadowing on
the enemy’s port quarter and H.M.S. Achilles on the enemy’s starboard
quarter, both cruisers being about 15 miles from the Admiral Graf Spee.
H.M.S. Exeter was out of sight, drawing away to the south-eastward at
slow speed.

At .8.07 a.m., and every hour thereafter, the British cruisers broadcast
the position, course, and speed of the German raider, so that British merchant
ships in the vicinity would keep out of danger.

Just before g.15 a.m. H.M.S. Ajax recovered her aircraft. The condi-
tions were difficult, but the operation was carried out with great skill and—
what was so important—without loss of time.

Commodore Harwood's objective remained the destruction of the enemy
in close action after nightfall, but he had to take steps to deal with the
situation which might arise if the Admiral Graf Spee succeeded in eluding
night action. He conld not risk further prolonged day action with his
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superior adversary owing to the weakening of his force by the ngue d J

of H.M.S. Exeter and the quantity of ammunition remaining in his six-ine y
cruisers. It was necessary, therefore, to secure reinforcements so that nothing.
should be left to chance. The nearest British warship was the 10,000 ton
8 inch gun cruiséer H.M.S. Cumberland, at the Falkland Islands. At
9.46 a.m. Commodore Harwood ordered her to proceed to the River Plate
area at full speed. H.M.S. Cumberland had, however, picked up jumbled
messages which indicated that an action was in progress to the northward,
and she had already left the Falkland Islands on the initiative of her com-
manding officer before these orders were received. On receipt of Commodore
Harwood's signal H.M.S. Cumberland increased to full speed.

Meanwhile, other operations were set on foot by the Admiralty. Orders
were given for the aircraft carrier H.M.S. Ark Royal and the battlecruiser

- H.M.S. Renown, and other ships all of which had been operating some 3,000

miles away, to proceed at once to the South American coast, and steps were
taken to ensure that adequate supplies of fuel would be available at various
strategic points.

By 10.5 a.m. H.M.S. Achilles, who had over-estimated the speed of the
Admiral Graf Spee, had closed the range to eleven and a half miles. The
Admiral Graf Spee then altered course and fired two three-gun salvoes of
eleven-inch at H.M.S. Achilles. The fact that the Admiral Graf Spee altered
course sufficiently to bring her forward turret to bear in order to fire these
salvoes suggests that the enemy’s after r1-inch turret was out of action at
that time. The first of these salvoes from the Admiral Graf Spee fell very
short, but the second fell close to H.M.S. Achilles, which ship was already
under helm. H.M.S. Achilles turned away at full speed under cover of a
smoke screen and resumed shadowing from a longer range.

An hour later a merchant ship was sighted fairly close to the Admiral Graf
Spee. She appeared to be stopped and blowing off steam. A few minutes
later H.M.S. A4jax and H.M.S. Achilles received a signal from the Admiral
Graf Spee. 1t read:—"* Ajax and Achilles from Admiral Graf Spee. Please
pick up lifeboats of English steamer.”

On coming up with the merchant ship H.M.S. Ajax found that she was
the British S.S. Shakespeare, and that all her boats were hoisted. H.M.S.
Ajax signalled to her asking if she required assistance, and the S.S. Shakes-
peare teplied that she was quite all right and did not require assistance. It
would appear, therefore, that the signal of the Admiral Graf Spee to H.M.S.
Ajax was a ruse adopted by the German raider in an attempt to shake off
her tenacious pursuers.

The shadowing of the Admiral Graf Spee by H.M.S. Ajux and H.M.S.
Achilles continued without further incident until 7.15 p.m. At this time the
Admiral Graf Spee altered course and re-opened fire on H.M.S. Adjax with
her 11-inch guns at a range of thirteen miles. H.M.S. 4jax at once turned
away under cover of a smoke screen and resumed a shadowing position out
of range.

By this time it was clear that the Admiral Graf Spee intended to enter the
estuary of the River Plate.

The entrance to the River Plate estuary is gnarded by a sand bank sixteen
miles long, running across the estuary. This is known as English Bank.
Commodore Harwood considered that the Admiral Graf Spee might try to
elude the British cruisers and break back to the open sea by doubling round
this sand-bank. He therefore disposed his forces so as to prevent the enemy
slipping out. As soon as the Admiral Graf Spee passed the Island of Lobos,
and was therefore committed to entering the estuary of the River Plate, the
whole duty of shadowing the enemy devolved upon H.M.S. Achilles, while
H.M.S. Ajax proceeded to the south of English Bank so that she would meet




Archivo
Histdrico

10

the Admiral Graf Spee if she tried to double back towards the open sea
after rounding the sandbank.

The sun set at 8.48 p.m. and the Admiral Graf Spee was, from H.M.S.
Achilles, clearly silhouetted at a range of about twelve and a half miles.
H.M.S. Achilles altered course to the north-westward in order to take full
advantage of the afterglow. She had already increased speed in order to
close the enemy before dark.

The enemy appeared to resent any shortening of the range by the British
cruiser, and at 8.55 p.m. the Admiral Graf Spee altered course under cover
of a smoke screen and opened fire at H.M.S. Achilles with 11-inch guns.
H.M.S. Achilles at once replied to the German fire, turning away at full
speed as she did so, and laying a smoke screen to throw out the enemy’s
fire and cover her own movements. The Admiral Graf Spee ceased firing,
and H.M.S. Achilles at once turned to the westward again at high speed in
order to keep in touch.

At g9.26 p.m. the enemy again laid a smoke screen in an attempt to throw
off the pursuit. This failed, and six minutes later the Admiral Graf Spee
fired an 11-inch salvo at H.M.S, Achilles. H.M.S. Achilles at once made a
large alteration of course to port in order to throw out the enemy’s gunfire.
On two other occasions, at 9.40 p.m. and at 9.43 p.m., the Admiral Graf
Spee fired single salvoes at H.M.S. Achilles. H.M.S. Achilles did not reply
to these salvoes. The loom of the land, now to the north-eastward of H.M.S.
Achilles, must have made it very difficult for the enemy to see her, and it
was considered that the flash of her guns would give away her position.
It seemed clear that these sporadic salvoes from the Admiral Graf Spee were
merely attempts to drive off shadowers.

By 10.2 p.m. H.M.S. Achilles had closed to five miles from the Admiral
Graf Spee, and it was possible to determine that the enemy was heading to
pass to the northward of English Bank. H.M.S. Achilles informed H.M.S.
Ajax accordingly.

Soon after that time H.M.S. Achilles found the Admiral Graf Spee very
difficult to see owing to low clouds and patches of smoke. The British cruiser
accordingly hauled to the southward in order to get the enemy silhouetted
against the lights of Montevideo. This manoeuvre was successful.

At 10.48 the Admiral Graf Spee was observed to be about 7 miles east
of the Whistle buoy at the entrance to the Montevideo channel, and it was
clear that the defeated German raider was about to seek the shelter of the
neutral harbour of Montevideo.

Throughout the day and the three hours of darkness the shadowing action
of the British cruisers had been entirely successful, and every attempt of the
Admiral Graf Spee to elude or drive off her pursuers had been defeated.

The Admiral Graf Spee anchored in Montevideo roads at ten minutes past
midnight.

THE FourTH PHASE.

Caommodore Harwood had called off the pursuit an hour before the Admiral
Graf Spee anchored in Montevideo roads, since the enemy’s intentions had
been by that time clear, and the British Commander was at pains to respect
neutral territorial waters,

New dispositions were at once taken up by the British cruisers. The
Admiral Graf Spee might have taken refuge in Montevideo harbour, but there
was no reason to suppose that she intended to remain there. It devolved upon
the two small British cruisers to ensure that the German *“ pocket battleship *
did not break out into the open sea, and it was clear that reinforcements
could not reach Commodore Harwood for some time.
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Nor were the geographical factors of the situation in Commodore Harwood’s
favour. The Estuary of the River Plate is 120 miles across from Cabo San
Antonio, in the Argentine, to Punta del Este, on the Urugnayan coast. Out
of the estuary there are three widely separated deep-water channels. The
northernmost of these is between the English Bank lightship and Cumberland
Shoal. The second deep-water channel, the centre of which lies thirty miles
further south, is between the south end of English Bank and the north end
of Rouen Bank—a large shoal approximately half way between English Bank
and the Argentine Coast. Between Rouen Bank and the Argentine coast
is the third deep-water channel, which is nearly thirty miles wide.

Thére were thus three widely separated routes by which the Admiral Graf
Spee might break out to the open sea. Commodore Harwood had only two
cruisers, and he could not hope to destroy the enemy unless they were

" concentrated.

There was a danger that the British ships might be surprised by their
superior enemy in the dawn light, when the British cruisers would be
silhouetted against the lightening eastern sky, while the Admiral Graf Spee
would be invisible against the dark loom of the land and the offshore mists
of dawn.  The difficulties of the position were great, but Commodore
Harwood had one vital advantage. Qne might expect the crews of ships
which had undergone a fierce action in which they had suffered damage and
casualties, and taken part in a long and arduous chase, to be in need of
rest. This was not the case. The spirit of the personnel of the British
cruisers was such that they showed no fatigue. It was the same spirit
which animated Commodore Harwood, commanding a greatly inferior force
in a dangerous and difficult situation, to begin the signal telling his ships
of his intentions with the words ““ My object—destruction .

Commodore Harwood reviewed the difficulties with which he was faced and
determined upon his course of action. The primary necessity was to keep
to seaward of the Admiral Graf Spee if she put to sea and at the same
time avoid being caught against the dawn light. He therefore ordered
H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles to withdraw from the River Plate and
patrol well to seaward during the night and to move back into the estuary
after dawn.

The night passed without incident, and as soon as the danger of being
silhouetted against the dawn light had passed, the ships closed in towards
Montevideo, keeping constant watch over as much of the estuary as was
possible.

At 10 p.m. on that day—Thursday, 14th December—the eight-inch gun
cruiser H.M.S. Cumberland arrived in the River Plate area, having made
the long passage from the Falkland Islands in thirty-four hours. This rein-
forcement enabled Commodore Harwood to dispose his forces so that sectors
to seaward of all three of the deep-water channels leading out of the River
Plate Estuary could be watched during the night. H.M.S. Cumberland
patrolled the centre sector, with H.M.S. Achilles to the north of her and
H.M.S. Ajax to the southward. Should the Admiral Graf Spee come out,
she was to be shadowed, and the three British cruisers were to concentrate
sufficiently far to seaward to enable a concerted attack to be delivered on
the enemy.

Next day—Friday, 1s5th December—another problem faced Commodore
Harwood. His ships could not keep the sea indefinitely, with boilers always
ready to drive the ships at full speed, without further supplies of fuel. The
Royal Fleet Auxiliary tanker Olynthus was in the vicinity, and H.M.S. Ajax
was ordered to oil from her at sea, while the operation was covered by the
other two cruisers. Fuelling at sea is a difficult operation in anything but
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a flat calm, and it was by no means calm. Securing wires, and even two
spans of hurricane hawsers, were parted, but the fuelling was successfully
accomplished.

Shortly after this, Commodore Harwood received news that the Admiral
Graf Spee had been granted an extension of her stay in Montevideo up to
seventy-two hours, in order to make herself seaworthy. Nevertheless, Com-
modore Harwood's despatch states:—‘‘ I could feel no security that she
would not break out at any moment.”” The strain of watching and waiting,
in instant readiness for action, could in no way be relaxed.

Before dawn on Saturday, December 16th, H.M.S. Cumberland, H.M.S.
djax and H.M.S. Achilles concentrated in the southern part of the River
Plate Estuary, and H.M.S. Ajax flew off her aircraft to carry out a
reconnaissance. The pilot was told to be careful not to fly over territorial
waters. The aircraft returned at 8.30 a.m. and reported that it had been
impossible to see anything owing to bad visibility.

There was danger that the Admiral Graf Spee might take advantage of
the mist and try to break out. '

The British cruisers at once went to action stations and stood to the
northward to intercept the enemy. Information was soon received, however,
which indicated that the Admiral Graf Spee was still in Montevideo harbour,
that she was repairing damage with assistance from the shore, and had
provisioned. It was reported as unlikely that the Admiral Graf Spee would
sail that night, but Commodore Harwood did not feel able to rely upon this
report. The unceasing vigilance of the British cruisers continued and
Commodore Harwood made a signal to his squadron informing the ships
of his intentions in the event of the enemy breaking out during that night.

It was in the late afternoon of this day that Commodore Harwood received
the Admiralty’s signal informing him of the honours bestowed by His Majesty
upon him and the Captains of H.M.S. Exeter, H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S.
Achilles, and of his promotion to Rear-Admiral to date December 13th
the date of the action and chase of the Admiral Graf Spee.  Admiral
Harwood’s despatch states:—** This was a most stimulating tonic to us all,
and I took steps to pass it on to H.M. Ships under my command,
emphasizing the share of all concerned in the honours which their senior
officers had received."’

The British squadron spent that night patrolling on a north and south
line five miles to the east of the English Bank light buoy.

On the morning of Sunday, December 17th, H.M.S. Achilles took in oil
fuel at sea from the Royal Fleet Auxiliary tanker Olynihus while H.M.S.
Cumberland and H.M.S. Ajax acted as a covering force for the operation.

The British squadron then cruised off the south-east of the English Bank,
remaining concentrated and ready to take up the same night patrol as on
the previous night.

That afternoon messages were received that the Admiral Graf Spee was
preparing for sea. Admiral Harwood's despatch states:—‘* We all expected
that she would break out at any moment. I would like to place on record
the fict that at this stage the most cheerful optimism pervaded all ships in
spite of the fact that this was the fifth night of waiting for the enemy."”

About 5.30 p.m. on the afternoon of Sunday, December 17th, news was
received by Admiral Harwood stating that the Admiral Graf Spee was weigh-
ing anchor. It seemed that the British expectations of action were to be
fulfilled.

H.M.S. Cumberland, HM.S. Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles at once altered
course towards the entrance of the five-mile dredged channel leading into
Montevideo roads and the crews went to action stations. H.M.S. 4jax’s
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aircraft was flown off, with orders to report the position and movements ‘Oﬁ'.; ; ‘
the Admiral Graf Spee and of the German ship Tacoma, to which ship: =

Admiral Graf Spee was known to have transferred a large number of men.
The Admiral Graf Spee left harbour at 6.15 p.m. and proceeded slowly
down the dredged channel, after leaving the end of which she turned to the
westward. The Tacoma also weighed anchor and followed the Adsmiral
G af Spee. -

H{'M-.S. Ajax’s aircraft reported the Admiral Graf Spee in a position in
shallow water about six miles south-west of Montqvideo, and shortly after-
wards—at 8.54 p.m.—the aircraft signalled ' Admiral Graf Spee has blown
herself up . .

The British cruisers carried on towards Montevideo, proceeding north of
the English Bank. H.M.S. Ajax recovered her aircraft, and as she was
doing so H.M.S. Achilles passed her. The two British cruisers which had
done such excellent service cheered ship as they passed one another.

Navigation lights were switched on, and the British squadron steamed
past the whistle buoy at the entrance to the Montevideo dredged channel,
passing within about four miles of the wreck of the Admiral Graf Spee.
Admiral Harwood's despatch states:—'‘ It was now dark, and she was
ablaze from end to end, flames reaching almost as high as the top of the
control tower, a magnificent and most cheering sight.” .

While H.M.S. Cumberland, H.M.S. Ajax, and H.M.S, Achilles were
witnessing the ignominious end of the ship which had been the pride_of
the German navy—which had represented Germany at the Coronation Re-
view at Spithead, and which had carried Herr Hitler triumphantly to MemelT
H.M.S. Exeter, who had contributed so gallantly to the Admiral Graf Spee’s
defeat, was at the Falkland Islands.

‘“ 1 have the greatest pleasure in informing you of the very high standard
of efficiency and courage that was displayed by all officers and men through-
out the five days of the operation. Within my own knowledge,
and from the reports of the Commanding Officers, there are many stories of
bravery, devotion to duty, and of the utmost efficiency, which show that
H.M. Ships have been forcefully trained and made thoroughly ready to deal
with the many and various exigencies of battle. I am submitting separately
a list of officers and ratings whom I consider to be especially deserving of
award. I would remark, however, that the standard throughout has been
so high that the preparation of this list has been very difficult. . )

I would like also to place on record the honour and pleasure I had in taking
one of H.M. Ships of the New Zealand Division into action, an‘d fully concur
with the Commanding Officer of H.M.S. Achilles” remark that ‘ New Zeal'and
has every reason to be proud of her seamen during thelr‘ baptism of fire.

Further, it is most satisfactory for me to be able to inform you that the
machinery and equipment of H.M. Ships proved to be of the highest effi-
ciency, and well able to stand up to the prolonged strain of battle.

The main impression left on my mind is of the adequacy of our peace
training. Little that had not been practised occurred, particularly among the
repair parties.”’ —Admiral Harwood’s despatch.

ENCLOSURES.
(1) Chart of Admiral Graf Spee’s cruise.
(2) Track chart of the action of December 13th, 1939.
(3) Plan of the Estuary of the River Plate.
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! Buenos Aires, julio 16 de 1940. |

D.A.F.

Sefior Jefe:

Tengo el agrado de dirigirme a S5.5. para remitirle con
referencia a su nola N° 348 de mayo 29 ppdo., dos ejemplares
del Libro Blanco sobre la tatalla naval del Rio de la Plata
y hundimiente del acorazado alemdn "Admiral Graf Spee", edi

tado por el Gobierno Pritdnico, que hansido enviados por nues
tra Fmbhajada en lLondres.

Con tal motivo, reitero a S.5. las seguridades de mi

(<]

inds distinguida consideracibn.

\OBERTO CACHE
insepeh j' \cioNES EXTERIORES
sUB SECRETARIQ BE B

A S5.5. el Seiior Jefe de 1la Secretarfade Marina,
Capiidn de Navio Don Carlos #.Sciurano.
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JUNIO 24 de 194C

Por Abuso de la Liberiad de Eseribir
Fué Condenado un Periodista lizliana
Montevideo, junio 23 — La Supre-
YE‘ Corte de J!Ltigia' :ucté '3“‘?%’
4, bﬂ!@ e - 5
de euﬂbct T;-' contrﬁlna:‘:ld Tis
r responsable cia-
'i.' a,q e en idioma italia-
I;h: 53}3'; en e‘;t.a caglgal ‘Se re-
gue con motivo de haberse
)giuliieado el dia 3 de enero del co-
afio en el mencionado diarto
:un uﬁclno ue el d%nistmg d:j reeoh-
) r Gua n=
eré injuﬂosomy qug estzba r
permanencia en ]

?gﬂ i dﬂ I::gu%}ee‘guel fiee. dé;}
e

E1 ﬁml doctor Bouzas wlicltaba
24 meses de priaién Ea.ra el querelin-
do, el fallo de rema Cors
te de Justicie fija la pma en vemta
meses de prision o multa equiva-

lente al pago de los gastos d. pro'-
ceso, al resarcimiento de los defios y
uicios causados y a la indemni:
iop al Estado por los ‘mastos ear-
ios en su caso.—(U. P.).
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RESERVADA
Sefior Ministro:

Tengo el honor de dirigirmse a_V.E.para
poner en su conocimiente que los exoficiales del aco-
razado alemdn "Graf von Spee",sefiores KURT DIGGINS,

OBJETO: ERNST KELTTE y GIRHARD FROMME,que tenfan fijada su
Acompafiar fotografias de
exoficiales del acoraza- residencies en Montevideo,han dejado de pasar lista

do alemdn "Graf von Spee"
que se supone intentan in desde ¢l 11 de agosto Wltimo.-Se les supone en mi

gresar a nuestro pafs.-
juriadiceidén consular tratando de abandonar el pafs.
Como pronta providencia me he dirijido a las autori-
dades de los pusertos de Concepcidén del Uruguay y Co~
16n (Entre Rios),pidiéndoles eviten su ingreso a nusg
tro territorio en el caso de que lo intentasen,~-
Careciendo de mayores datos personales

su _mejor identificacidén,acompafio a la presente

j%fga fotografias.~

J.SE n CAM) .M"‘.

CcoMNSUL

A S.E.el Sefior Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores y Culte
Doctor don JULIO A.ROCA
BUENOS AIRES
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Actisese recibo y trasmitase en copia,-con
sus anexos, al Hinisterio del Interior.
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_}’_,@7 Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, " x F
Archivo .—é—%: Comercio Internacional y Culto

Histérico —=—1 4
‘3 Argentina

Buenos Aives, septiembre 6 de 1940.

D.A.P.
RESERVADA.
Sefior Cénsul:
Acuso recibo de su nota reservada N°© 74 de 3 del co
rrienie, relacionada con la desaparicién de los ex-olicia
les del ex-acorazedo slemén "Admiral Graf Spee", Kurt Ii
ggins, Ernst Kelite y CGirhard Fromme, internados en el Uru
guaye.
Al manifestarle que se ha llevado dicha nota s concel
miento de las auloridades respeciivas, salddolo atentamente.
: ' _ CARLOS M. Kigw
ASUNTES

Al Cénsul de la Repidblica Argentina en Paysandi,
Sefior Joeé R.Camino.




Archiva

x"'Mmiglurm de Relaciones Exteriores, =
Hictbric =550 Comurcio Internacional y Culio
stdrico (= .
x> Argentina

- =

 Buenos Aires, septiembre 6 de 1940.

D .A .P -
RESERVADA-UIRCENTE .

Sefior Subsecretario:

Camplo en dirigirme a S.S. remitiéndole, a fin de que
ese Departamento se sirva adoptar las providencias del caso,
copia de la nota reservada N° 74 de 3 del corriente, por la
que nuestro Consulado en Paysandi se refiere a los ex-oficia
les del ex-acorazado alemén "Adwmiral Graf Spee", internados
en el Truguay, Kurt Diggins, Ernst Keltie y Girhard Froume,
que han desaparecido de Montevideo, ciudad que se les habia
fijado como lugar de revidencisa.

i1 acompsfiar, aderds, las fotogralfas de los nombra
doz, v2itérole, Sefior Subsecretario, las seguridades de mi
més distinguida consideracidn.

. gERTL L TERIORES
vivl e = - CliOMES EX
P e et o SUB SECRETARIC B e

A S.S. el Seifior Subsecretario del Interior,
loctor José C.tastells.
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