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· · 14 D 1 C. 1939 • ' ORDIN.ABIO 23?8 
-- . . • .. 

· w( J! • F'- "''"! fuOntevideo, diciembre 14 de 

,_ 

A S.aE. el Señor de Relaciones 3!xteriores , 

Buenos Aires,. 

·56.- Después de un combate naval de las 

costas con los cruceros ingleses Exeter Ajax y Achi 

lles entr6 al puerto el acorazado alemán Adm.iral von S pe e s1n 

atracar a muros del muelle . Encargóse levantar un sumario al 

Inspector General de harina Contralmirante Gustavo Schoeder .-:::;;.. 

ra conocer i mportancia averias y disponer ulterioridades. 

Es copla 

Octavio Pinto 
Primer Secretario 

1 
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3 

1\rontevideo, Die iElllbre 15 de 1939.-

_ J . ] . el e-e flor iv:linis tro de B.elaci ones .!Sxte ri ores . 

Buenos Aires .-

) 

No 58.- Para Subsecretario . Consulta telefónica re-

fiérese al proyecto argentino reglas de neutralidad en Diario 

de la Conferencia de Panamá N° 9 b ? . Deseando 

Jaber s1 adopta estas reglas. 

Pinto.-
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TRADUCCION SIN RESPONSABILIDAD 

No. 2ll. 
URGENTE '· 

. /: 
e:" 

El Seño·r Embajador de Su Majestad Bri táñ.ica saluda 

con su más distinguida consideración a S.E. el Señor Ministro 

de Relaciones Exteriores y Culto y tiene el honor de solicitar 

que se concedan las facilidades de exportaci6n gue sean fac­

tibles con respecto a una consignaci6n de mercaderías, tanto 

médicas como otras de índole semejante, cuya composición y 

cantidad exactas no le es posible detallar en el momento. 

La consignaci6n irá dirigida a S.E. el Señor Ministro de Su 

Majestad Británica en Montevideo y se embarcará, si asi sea 

posible, en el barco 11Mihanovich" que sale para aquel puerto 

en la tarde del 16 de Diciembre. 

El Señor Embajador de Su Majestad Británica lamenta 

sobremanera que no le fué posible formular esta solicitud 

con más anticipación, ya que las mercaderías en cuesti6n son 

destinadas para aliviar el sufrimiento de los marineros 

británicos heridos en el reciente combate naval ocurrido en 

las aguas del Sud Atlánticoo 

Embajada Británica, 

Buenos Aires. 

de Diciembre de 1939. 
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His Majesty's Ambassador presents his compliments to 

His Excellency the Minister for Foreign A:ffairs and 

Public Worship and has the honour to request that such 

ex:port facilities as may be possible may be granted in 

respect of a consignment of stores, medieal and other, 

the exact nature and quanti ty of which i t is not possible 

at the moment to specify. The consignment will be 

addressed to His s at Montevideo and 

will, if possible, be shipped on the J!iihanovich boat leaving 

for that port on the evening of the 16th Dece mber. 

His J.:iajesty' s Ambassador re grets that i t was not 

possible for him to give longer notice of this . request 

as t he goods i n questio n are intended for the alleviation 

of the su:fferin gs of t he Bri tish sailors wounded in the 

recent naval engage ment in the Sout h Atlantic. 

BRITISH EMB.ABSY, 

BUENOS AIRES. 

Dece mber 15th, 1939. 
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Estimado Señor Sub-Secretario, 

BRITISH EMBASSY, (i'., • 
BUENOS AIRES • 

. -
Diciembre 15 de 1939. 

Reririéndome a nuestras conversaciones telef6nicas 

de hoy y la nota oficial No.211 de la misma fecha, me 

permito adjnntar .. una lista de las mercader:! as que propo-

nemas embarcar en el vapor "Mihanovich 11 ,que sale de este 

puerto para Montevideo en las primeras horas de la noche 

de mañana. 

En lo que se trata de aparatos de cirujía, instrumentos 

etc. no estamos todavía seguros si lograrémos encontrar 

todo el material incluido en la lista. Por las demás mer-

cader:ías ya se ha arreglado lo necesario con la casa Gath 

y Chaves. Me permitiré ponerme en contacto con v.E. ma-

ñana tan pronto tenga más detalles para comunicarle. 

Mientras tanto, quedo sumamente agradecido por su 

h..¡ _ continua gentileza y aprovecho para saludarle con las 

seguridades de mi mayor cansideraci6n y 

JvuJ 
•• 

A.S .E. -
Señor Sub-secretario de Relaciones Exteriores 

Doctor D. Roberto Gache, 
PRESENTE. 
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CONSIGNACJON DE MERCADERIAS A ruABARCARSE POR EL VAPOR 
t1MIHANOVICH11 

- Diciembre 16 de 

Camas de hospital 

Colchones 

Prasadas 

Sabanas 

Almohadas 

Sabanas chicas 

Cubijas 

Fundas 

Tohallas chicas 

Tohallas de baño 

Tohallit as para lavar la cara 

Piyamas 

Salidas de baño 

Biombos 

Velas 

Lffinparas a petroleo 

Aparatosde cirujía 

Aparato portatil RalfD X 

Aparato Esterrelizador 

Mesa de operaciones 

'· 
lOO 

130 

450 

600 

300 

275 

200 

600 

275 

275 

200 

200 

120 

10 

8 

20 

6 

1 

1 

1 

Drogas, instrumentos, anestésicosetc. 

kilos 

de ciruj ía Varios. 
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El Teniente Coronel Gutie rre z , Niayor del lv!inisterio de 

Guerra, por encargo del Jefe de la'·secretar í a Coronel Victor Majó , 

informó telefónicamente en el dia de la fecha , QUe por P1rte de 

dicho Deps.rtamento no hay inconveniente en que -se proceda a la ex­

portación del material sanitario, con destino a Montevideo, de acuer­

do a lo solicitqdo en nota de fecha de ayer. 

Buenos Aires, Diciembre 16 de 1939. 
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Buenos Aires, '·diciembre 15 de 1939. 

Señor Jefe: 

Teq!o el agrado de diririrme a V. • poniendo en 

su conocimiento oue, con carácter de nuy urgente, la Emba­

jada Bri tánice he solicitado la intervención e esta Can­

cillería parn que se obtenga permiso de e portación para 

una partida de material sanitario que debe embarcar en el 

barco de la carrera, con destino a Montevideo, en el día de 

mañana, para la atención de los marineros británicos heri­

dos en el r ciente combate nav<l. 

Este Cancillería ha dirigido igual comunicación 

al Ministerio de Hacienda, pero, entendiendo que en la par­

tida de referencia irán incluidos instrumental de cirugía, 

aparatos de r dio rafia, camas y otros rtículos de metal, 

somete el caso a la consider ción de ese Departamen­

to, sugiriendo la conveniencia de una decisión, en 

vista de las circunstencies especiales 

di do formulado. 

oue responde el pe-

Saludo a V.S. con mi més al a y distinguida con-

sid el'P ci Ón. 

-- . 1108EftTO GACHI 
-IBIMin'A RIO DE EXTEPI!Iéltet 

A S.S. el señor Jefe de la Secretaría de Guerra, 

Coronel D. Víctor Majó. 

S/D. 
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""'u en os Al r-es , 15 

lO 

• 

'• 

cha 5 el corr1e te m s rele0 onarla con el ermiso d ex­

ortac ón de mater al es sani tar • destinados a 1: atenc ón e 

l os mari nos :r·i t nicos her os en el re ci en e combate nava l, 

te 1go el agrarlo de d ri i r me a Vd. llevando a su conocir.üen -

t e:: '!":1 o .. ue ...... . el Sef:or · unistro de uer ra , dado e des de 

r .ateria en cuesti n , n.o v inc nven ente a guno en que se 

autorice la exportación . 

o obstante lo exp esto , se est rna que 

en su e da oportunidad se i1'¡er.. conocer a este 1! i n o 

el deta l le de los ma ter1 a l es c .. u e l1ayan sal1 o de 

los f nes expresados . 

... <s co .. 

A rovectio la oportunidad pal'a reiterar ­

l e las se ".lridades de m cons1 eracl n ·n1s distinguida . 

Al uefior bse cretario de !e l aciones Exteriores y Culto , 
D t D Rf"', ,..., "' G • .rt¡'l oc or • • J: U l'... .:. ....... 

1 • 
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-----nos Air es, dicie mb re 20 de 1939 . 
l a infor mación solicit ada . 

A " ) {) ' ' , ' 

'"' ' '. f' ''-- : ) \ -' ' ,· 1 '.J < v '·' .. . • ,.... . .-- -· 
" )"r'\ 1' \ D : . 

u l 'i ' ... ) 
1 !...J ....... ' '-. ..... \ 

f- :.·_!T tv-'-' 
V • ----' 

.. 
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20 de 1939. 

Señor Jefe: 

Gur: a .: n. (> S .. S .e 1í0 3924-letr a \1- Cde. 

:LU?, de ,:el 'Jvrr .. ·;,{.112_ .) .:.::·. ele diri gir me al 

. 0 :11_..,:5 H t: E! de l a mi.s ma fe 

CllU •· ,;, ·¡ . , ·u. ·1l o," . i "'o-:.a..:.. ._c. "" e -.. _ - --\,. ..Ir.. '-\;.;"'" '--""' .. i.o _:¡,-; ln Irebajada Bri 

.. r U, L . so e.:.:.•} a ta ta is t a - que t ambién 

•- (.s y otros articules 

L8 Pt"ión de los marine 

'r ' ·¡ :-t .. h'"'" ., ... L.· - -": " ' " '" ' 4 •) ''f'T"'bate n "'V" 1 
v¡.r - ""'· ... \.. '"l.J. ( J. .¡,. t.,(\.; ,:, ' - !..1 e_¿ _ .... \..,L e i ' v· \-.• ... •.:.ll · tt.,1. • 

1 •. 
\)\. mi dis t ingu i da 

,- 1·· -:- ! -le ·"!,e-rra 
• • ..... ..... '.J - \J. u l,..f - ' 

Capitán d9 !lav-ío Dom Víctor Maj6. 



D. A.P. 

Archivo 
Histórico 

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, 
Comercio Internacional y Culto 

Argentina 

'· 
Buenos Aires, 1.6 de 1939 . 

Señor Subsecretario; 

Co e e de conocimiento de V la Embajada 

Británlna ha. eol:i. itado la int de esta Cancille ­

r!a para s , obteng pero.ioo de exportaciÓn p ra un par-

ida de _ter1 1 sanitario qu debe bnrcar en el a de 

hoy, on al vapor d 1 carrera, con destino a 

para 1 de loE marineros británicos heridos el 

real nte oonbate n val. 

Co 1 t do su ación, la Embajada com -

nioa la n1[u1 nte 11et de m r er! s a desp.;1. charse con 

ese objeto : 100 e as de hospital., 130 colchones, 450 fra-

z das, 6oo 'b 1 300 alnohadas, 275 sábanas e ic , 200 

cobiJas, 6oo fund. , 275 toall chic s, 2.75 toall s de bafio, 

200 o -;;.. 1 tao 1 200 plj amas, 120 salid da bafio , 10 biombos , 

8 estufas, 20 ka . de velas y 6 lásparaa a petróleo , cuyo 

ca G th y Chavea . ega desp cho e ha ene 

también que, de ser á un a arato 

de R yoa .X, un p ato enter111zador 1 

clones y lgunao dro"' s e e to 

una ces de oper -

e c1rur; • 

Creo oport mo seria:lar V. S . que, con .. ul talio al 

respecto, el 1nlster1ode Guerra lu hec o nabar este De-

p t .-en .:o que por su parte no 1nconven1ent 
. 

en que se 

roe d la export o1Ón de es material .. 

S,.ludo e. V .S. con m1 "" e ru.t( y dio ... ln 1 con-

1--er ción. 

s .s. el señor Subsecretario de D. del Pardo, 
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Argenlina, Brasil y Uruguay 
Afirmarán· su Aclilud de N eulrales 

Tratan de coordinar procedimie ntos 
para alcanzar ese fin 
La s1tuacion creada por la presencia del acorazado "AdminJ 

Graf Spee" en Montevideo ha sido objeto de esp.;ciales considera­
c,ones por parte del gobierno un .. guayo, según informamos en la 
H'CCion pertinente, el cual se dedicó en seguida al de los 
hechos que precedieron a la llegada del navío ¡;lemán y los efectos 
qlle éstos tienen para la soberanía del p3is . 

Ante las diversas y serias consecuenciRs que se derivan . el Mi­
nisterio de Relaciones Exterior-es del Urugu ay se puso en contacto 
mn los de la Argentina y el Brasil. a fin de cambiar opiniones sobre 
esta cuP.stión y unüormar el criterio con respecto a cualquier proce­
dimiento que se estimase adecuado para el caw. 

Segun hemos sabido, durante el día de aYer el doctor Guani 
mantuvo conversaciones telefón icas con sus colegas de la Argentina 
y Brasil. Por su parte, el señor Cantilo también se comunicó con el 
senor Osvaldo Aranha, con quien conversó durante un buen rato 
a fin de apreciar cabalmente la situación y aclarar el alcance y el 
contenido de los conceptos relacionados con los hechos que acaban 
de producirse. 

Aw1que no se suministró información oficial sobre este uarticu · 
lar, de las noticias recogidas se desprende que entre estos tr-es esta­
dos americanos eX:ste una coincidencia de opiniones en cuanto se 
refiere a la necesidad de evitar la repetición de episodios navales 
como el que acaba de ocurrir en la proximidad de sus costas . 

No sólo se trata de salvaguardar la estricta neutralidad impuesta 
ante el conflicto europeo, sino también de evitar los riesgos que su­
pone para la navegación comercial de estados pacíficos vinculados 
por lmeas regulares a nuestros puertos . la posibilidad de encuentros 
navales entre fuerzas armadas de las naciones en guerra. 

Aparte de ello. se contempla también la conveniencia de evitar 
las graves complicaciones que pueden deriva?:se de la arribada for­
zosa de una nave de guerra que llega a puerto neutral seguida por 
tuerzas adversarias y que aprovecha ese refugio ocasional para zafar 
de un apremio de orden táctico o también para salvarse de una 
persecución tenaz. 

Aunque a través de las primeras conversaciones no se ha llegado 
a un acuerdo ni a adoptar un procedimiento, las mismas referen­
cias indican que se trata de alcanzar esto último , a fin de robustecer 
as1. con una actitud definida. los principios adoptados en la Confe­
rencia Interamericana de Neutralidad de Panamá . Desde luego. para 
ello se hará necesario conocer la opinión de los Estados Unidos de 
.1'\orte America, que tan importante papel desempeñó en aquella 
asamblea . 

Las gestiones que se hallan en trámite tienden. como hemos di· 
cho, a restringir las facilidades de acceso a los navíos beligerantes. 
Para ello se torna como antecedente la ley brasileña que prohibe 
sencillamente las arribadas accidentales, como la del acorazado ale­
man, y que , en el caso de efectuarse, estipula la internación y el 
desarme del navío. 

Las gestiones iniciadas ayer continuan\n durante el día de hoy. 
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fEI Uruguay ha Encuadrado su Actitud 
En fa Convención de la Haya de e¡ 

El decreto sobre neutralidad dictado 
en Montevideo el 7 de agosto 1914 

Por M. Oribe Coronel, especial para LA PRENSA 
Montevideo, diciembre 16 - El 

Uruguay ·es hoy el -s:entro de 
la actividad diplomática america· 
na y, en cierto sentido, mundial 
En efecto, en . el ambiente de su 
cancillería se discute y se exa­
minan los principios ju:ddicos in· 
ternacionales que de manera más 
directa atañen a las relaciones y a 
la existencia de los pueblos. Po­
cas veces en la historia de la di­
plomacia americana se ha presen­
tado un problema tan arduo y com­
plejo. Se trata hoy de la aplica­
ción de principios largamente dis­
cutidos en conferencias y congre­
sos internacionales. 

La decisión tomada por el Uru­
guay en este momento tan erizado 
de dif icultades tiene su base jurí­
dica en la convención de La Haya 
de 1907. El Uruguay la firmó, aun­
que no fué ratificada posterior­
mente. En la guerra de 1914, el 
país la citó y tuvo oportunidad de 
adoptarla. Se recuerda que el 7 
de agosto de ese año se dictó un 
decreto por el que se reglamenta­
ba la observancia de la neutrali­
dad. El15 de agosto del mismo año 
durante la presidenda de Batlle y 
Ordoñez y siendo ministro de re­
laciones exteriores el doctor Brum, 
se reglamentaba el límite impuesto 
al tiempo de permanencia de los 
navíos de guerra beligerantes en 
los puertos, en las radas o aguas 
de la República y se establecía por 
el mismo el plazo de permanenc ia, 
que no sería mayor de 24 horas, 
con las ex<:epciones previstas en 
la convención de La Haya núme­
ro 13 y en algunos artículos del de­
creto del 7 de agosto, en base a 
los cuales los navíos de guerra 
beligerantes pueden prolongar su 
permanencia por causa de averías 
o por el estado del mar, debiendo 
partir en el momento en que cese 
el motivo del retardo. 

Un Decreto Sobre Neutralidad 
Esto es exactamente lo que dis­

ponía el decreto sobre neutralidad 
de fecha 7 de agosto, citado en el 
decreto del 15 de diciembre de 
1914, que establec;ía en forma taxa­
tiva los límites impuestos al tiem­
po de permanencia. Las conven­
ciones de paz de La Haya hacen 
fuerza para la República Oriental 
del Uruguay como cuerpo de d oc­
trina por ajustar se a los princip ios 
de derecho internacional y por ha­
ber sido práct icamente adoptadas 
por todos los paises, con las limi· 
taciones impuestas por cada uno 
de ellos. Está después lo dispuesto 
por la convención de La Haya nú­
mero 13, relativa a los derechos 
y deberes de las potencias neutra­
les, en caso de guerra marítima. 
Como se sabe, el artículo 17 de la 
misma dice que los buques de gue­
rra refugiadDs en puertos neutra­
les, no pueden reparar sus averías 
sino en la medida indispensable 
para la seguridad de su navegación, 
y que tampoco pueden aumentar 
sus fuerzas militares o bélicas . Asi­
mismo · las autoridades neutrales 
tomaran nota de las reparaciones 
que hayan de efectuarse, las que 
deberán ser ejecutada s lo más rá­
pidamente posible. Fué precisa­
mente esto lo que acaba de hacer 
el Uruguay por intermedio de la 
comisión de técnicos navales. So­
bre este artículo es interesante re­
cordar que la comisión de La Ha­
bana sobre neutralidad marítima 
suscripta en 1928 al repr oducir Ias 
disposiciones de la comisión de 
La Haya de 1907 ha ampliado algu­
nas de ellas y ha e:;tablecido, en el 

1 

artículo novedo, que los buques 
beligerantes no pueden reparar en 
los puertos neutrales las averías 

l 
que hubieran sido producidas por 
el fuego enemigo, y btorgan al es­
tado neutral el derecho de esta­
blecer las reparaciones que pue-
dan ser efectuadas y de vigilar pa­
ra que sean practicadas lo más ra­
pidamente posible. En la actuali­
dad se está dando cumplim iento a 
tal disposición y las autoridades 

marit imas uruguayas vigilan es­
crupulosamente todo lo que se re· 
fiere a este punto. La convención 
de La Haya no establece ese dis­
tingo entre las averías producidas 
por el fuego enemigo y las otras 
por el desgaste natural o averías 
de navegación . En cambio la con­
vención de La Habana concede a 
los gobiernos la posibilidad de pro­
hibir la reparación de averías pro­
vocadas por acciones de guerra. 
Esta reglamentación de La Haba· 

na responde a una interpretación 
mas estricta de las leyes de neu­
tralidad con respecto a la de La 
Haya que era más liberal. 

la Opinión de los Tratadistas 
Existe otro aspecto doctrinario 

de mucho interés y que mereció 
análisis prolijos a la luz de la ju­
risprudencia existente y de las opi­
niones de mayor autoridad emiti­
das por los tratadistas. Y es, si de 
acuerdo con el mismo, el Uruguay 
puede aplicar las últimas reglas, 
es decir, las de La Haya, en sus 
relaciones con un país beligerante 
europeo que no está obligado a 
respetar convenios que no suscri­
bió y acerca de los cuales tampoco 
fué invitado a intervenir. En el 
momento que viven las relaciones 
internacionales uruguayas se ha 
hecho aplicación de los principios 
emanados de la convenc ión de La 
Haya. El decreto que rige la neu­
tralidad del país frente a la pre­
sente guerra europea y que lleva 
fecha 5 de septiembre de 1899 se 
refiere otra vez a la convención 
de La Haya, y a través de ello se 
puede ver la continuidad de la lí­
nea política internacional segui­
da y la adhesión a los ¡principios 
sancionados. 

Una Circunstancia Feliz 
En círculos autorizados se seña­

la una circunstancia feliz. Es la 
coincidencia total de la Argentina 
·con estos pr incipios y con esta po­
sición, aunque ese país ha amplia­
do sus puntos de vista a través de 
decret os del Minister io de Mari­
na que d ictan normas sobre la per­
manencia de barcos beligerantes en 
sus puertos, su abastecimiento, uso 
de la radiotelefonía, telegrafía sin 
hilos, etcétera. 

Dentro de las líneas principales 
precedentemente enumeradas es­
tuvo la definición de la política 
uruguaya frente a este grave mo­
mento. 

• L.A PRENSA " 

DICIE MBRE 17 de 1939 
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1 2 O 1939 

EMBAJADA BRI.TANICA 

Buenos Aires, 17 de diciembre de l939o 

Tengo el honor de expresar a Vuestra Excelencia mi 

profundo agradecimiento por la ayuda que Vuestra Excelencia me 

prestó, por intermedio de su Ministerio y de todas las otras Re­

partici ones respectivas del Gobierno Argentino, en los 

vos que hice para el envio de material sanitario de toda clase 

desde Buenos Aires para los heridos del buque de S. M. "Exeter". 

La pronta respuesta de las autoridades argentinas 

a este urgente llamado humanitario me ha conmovido profundamente, 

y abrigo la esperanza de que Vuestra Excelencia tendrá a bien po-
' ner estas palabras de agradecimiento en conocimiento de quienes 

corresponda. 

Aprovecho esta oportunidad, Señor :Ministro, para 

reiterar a Vuestra Excelencia la seguridad de mi más alta consiw 

Es traducciÓn 
20 de diciembre 

Fdo.: Esmond OVey 
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ME:SA O=""' . . " ...., .... NTRADAS 
MESA D!: y EXPEDICIONES 1 

11 DI r!SION ASUNTOS POLITICOS y E:XP E:OiCION Q 

BRITISH EMBASSY, /{; 
j • 

· BUENOS AIRES. 

December 17th, 1939. 

Monsieur le Ministre, 

I have the honour to express to Your Excellency my 

prof'ound gratitude for the assistance given tome by Your 

Excellency, by your department and by all other depart ments 

of' the Argentine Govern ment concerned, in arrangements 

f'or the despatch of hospita-l equipment of' every · k ind f'rom 

Buenos Aires for the vtounded of' H. I\1. S. 11 Exeter" . 

The prompt response of the authorities to 

this urgent humanitarian call has deeply moved me and I 

venture to hope that Your Excellency will be so good as to 

bring this word of' thanks to the knowledge of' all concerned. 

I avail mvself of' this opportunity, Monsieur le 

Minist re, to renew to Your Excellency th.e assurance of' rrry 

highest consider Btion . 

-- r 
Buenos 11.ire , dici e:1bre l( ele 

rase con carácter de urgente a la Ofi-

Traduccl011es para :-tue se vertir' al caste-
1 

!llano la pre0e!1te nota . 

His Excellency, 

Sefior Don José Marí a Cantilo, 
Minister for Foreign Af'f'airs , 

BUENOS AIRES. 

Bue/// 
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, nos Aires, 20 de diciemb re de 1939. 

Con traducci6n efectuada, vuelve a la División 

de Asuntos Políticos . 

MlN!STERlO DE 

RtLACIONES Blfl:hlORES Y CULTO 

,. 1 2 O \-* 

Buenos Aires, diciembre 21 de 1939. 
Acúsese recibo y trasmít ase en copia h los Mi 

nisterios de Haci enda y Guerra. 

, 
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Señor i!.mbajador: 

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, 
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Argentina 

Buenos Aires, diciembre 21 de 1939. 

Tengo el honor de acusar recibo a V . E. de su nota N° 
212 de 17 del cordente, por la cual tiene a bien expres ar 
su agradecimiento por la rapidez con que las autoridades 
argentinas colaboraron en los preparativos ·que el Señor 
Embajador efectu6 para en iar aterial sanitario a los 
heridos del buque de Su .uajestad "Exeter". 

Al manifestar a V. E. que esta Canciller í a se ha ·_ 
puesto complacida de los amables términos de la nota que 
contesto, la que ha llevado a conocimiento de las autor! 
dades respectiv as, aprovecho la ocasi6n pdra reiterarle, 
Señor Embajador, las set uridades c.e mi ás alta conside 

ración. 

------ ........ ... 
ROBERTO GACHE 

.... IECftETARIO DE !'feLACIONES EXTEftl0fi!E!5 

A S.E. el Embajador Extraordinario y Plenipotenciario de la 
Gran retaña, Sir Esmond Ovey. 
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Aires, dicieLlbre 21 de 1939. 

Señor Subsecretario: 

En adición a la nota de esta Cancillería de 15 del co -
rriente, tengo el agrado de dirigirme a S.S. llevando a 
cimiento de ese [inisterio copia de la ¡o 212,por la cual la 
Embajada Bri táni.ca agradece la rapidez con que las autorid!! 

des argentinas colaboraron en los preparativos efectuados 
por dicha representación diplomática, para enviar material 
sanitario a los heridos del buque de 

Con tal motivo, reitero al Señor Subsecretario las se 
guridades de mi más distinguicta consideración. 

ROBERTO G.&.CHE 
ONES EXTERIORES 

SU[ BE"RETARIO DE R c.LACI 

A S.S. el Señor Subsecretario de Hacienda, 

Don Osear del Pardo. 
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'· 
Buenos Aires, diciembre 21 de 1939 • 

En adición a la nota de esta Cancilleria de 15 del co -
rriente, tengo el grado de dirigirme a S.S. llevando a c2 
noci iento de ese inisterio copia de la N° 212, por la cual 
la Embajada Británica agradece la rapidez con que las autó 
ridades argentinas colaboraron en los preparativos efectua 
dos por dicha representaci6n diplomática, para en iar 
terial sanitario a los heridos del buque de S. 11Exeter". 

Con tal motivo, reitero al Señor Jefe las set.uridades 
de mi más distinguida consideración. 

A S.S. el Señor Jefe de la Secretaria de uerra, 
Coronel Don Víctor (ajó. 
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TELEGRAMA ORDINARIO No 1786. 

Buenos Aires, 16 de de 

Embajada Argentina 

N" 48.- Con referencia a su telegrama 58 se 

trata de simple proyect o cuyas diversas disposiciones 
-

sólo podrian ser de aplicación en cuanto coincidan con la 

Convenci6n de· La Haya de 1907 sobre neutralidad maritima 

stop Aun cunndo no hemos ratificado esa Convención la he­

mo aceptado como cuerpo de doctrina según establece el 

deomt o d.e neutralidad de 4 de set iem.bre. 

Gache. 
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Montevideo, 23/24 de di ·ciembre de 1939 .. 

el señor Ministro de · Relaciones Exteriores . 

Buenos Aires 

N° 61.- De fuente confidencial muy fidedigna puedo 

anticipar a V .. E e q_ue la nota de protesta del I1:inistro alemán 

publicada por los diarios respecto del corto plazo acordado al 

crucero ha sido rechazada por el Gobierno uruguayo en nota en­

tregada anoche fundándose en que ha procedido de acuerdo con la 

legislación internacional vigente y que la protesta alemana ca­

rece de alegaci6n jurídica susceptible de discusión. 

Espero poder remitir a V .E. el o 1üércoles 

el texto exacto de los documentos oficiales canjeados .. 

Levillier. 
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• Jp / -<Jo? . SEÑOR SUBSECRETARIO: 

ru _ 
Tengo e 1 agrado de d1r ig irme 

2r 
1}J. 

" /, )1 
al Señor 

acusando- recibo a su atenta por la que 

se sirve tener a bien remitir copia de otra. por la cual la 

Embajada Británica agradece la rapidez con que las autorida­

des argentinas colaboraron en los preparativos efectuados por 

dicha representación diplomática, para enViar material sani­

tario a los heridos del buque de S.M. 

Al agradecer al Señor Subsecretario su 

gentil atención. aprovecho la oportunidad para reiterarle las 

expresiones de mi consideración más distinguida. 

Buenos Aires, dicie mbre 30 de 1939. 

Agréguese a sus 

Al Señor Subsecretario de Relaciones Exteriores. Doctor 
D. ROBERTO GACHE. 

S /D. 
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Señor Ministro; 

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, .i. Comercio lntcrnacion.JI y Culto 
..,... Argentina _, 

en Berlin, Enero 3 de 1940. 

La pérdida del crucero Admiral Graf Spee ha provo­

cado en la opinión pública un movimiento de viva indignación 

contra lo que se entiende una parcial e inamistosa conducta 

del gobierno del Uruguay. El tono de los periódicos coinci­

de, esta vez, con el tono de las conversaciones , asi como 

el sentimiento en los altos circulas con lo que cabe adver­

tir de la reacción popular. 

Un corto comunicado oficioso dá noticia de una 

enérgica protesta presentada por el Reich al gobierno de 

Montevideo y acusa a éste de haber cometido una flagrante 

violación del derecho y de las practicas internacionales 

negando al Graf von Spee el tiempo necesario par a recuperar 

la capacidad de navegar. b S el caso de pensar , aclaran l a s 

versiones, que no se tr a taba de reparar daños recibidos en 

el combate, dado que es notoria la prohibición de proveer 

a dichas reparaciones en un puerto neutral, sino de otras 

averias, que no se determinan. Comentarios autorizados in­

sisten sobre la distinción entre la capacidad bélica y la 

capacidad de navegar y de que solo a esta última pretendia 

remediar el barco alemán. 

"Los héroes del Graf von Spee - escribe la Nachtaus­

gabe - no sucumbieron a consecuencia de un animoso ataque 

de los ingleses, sino solamente a una vil intri ga diplomá­

tica de su parte . Una vez más Inglaterra ha buscado el éxi­

to a través de las vias tortuosas de la politica, recurrien­

do a una fuerte presión sobre el gobierno del Uruguay y 

aprovechando, tal vez también, de l a s fuertes influencias 

que tiene en Buenos Aires . Sin la negativa del 

de Montevideo - agrega - l a nave alemana habria, sin duda, 

hecho frente a la lucha en ma r abierto." 

El fragmento que tr anscribo pe rmite a perci­

bir el tono de la polemica y me excusa de abundar en otras 

igualmente ingratas. Debo , felizmente, hacer notar que la 

A S.E. el Señor José Maria Cantilo , 

Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores y Culto, 

B u e n o s A i r e s. 

s. 
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hipotetica complicación del gobierno argentino no la he leí­

do sino en la Nachtausgabe. 

Saludo a V.E. con mi más alta y distinguida con­

'• 

"R uenos _·,ires , ;·r.G.rzo) Oae 1 ; 1C . 

reci bo y remí t ase CÓJi a de 

la resente nota al Ministerio 
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'• 

Buenos Aires, Marzo / O de 1940. 

Señor Embajador: 

1 
1 r. 

Tengo el honor de dirigirme a V.E. para 

acusar recibo de su nota Confidencial n° 29 de fecha 3 

ue enero ppdo., relativa a la forma y al tono con que la 
prensa dirigida de ese país ha encarado incidencias 
máticas derivadas de la acción naval que terminó con la 
pérdida del acorazado alemán ''Graf von Spee". 

Saludo a V.E. con las seguridades de mi más 

distinguida conRideración. 

ROBERTO GACHE 
- CE RELACIONES EXTERIORES 

SUB SEC" A ,. \0 

A S.E. el Señor Embajador Extraordinario y Plenipotenciario de la Repú­
blica Argentina en Alemania, Doctor Ricardo Olivera. 
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Buenos'· Aires, Marzo_) V de 1940. 

CONFIDEt!CIAL 

Señor Jefe: 

Tengo el agrado de dirigirme a S.S. para remi­
tir a ese Departamento, a simple título informativo, cópia 
de una nota de nuestra Embajada en Alemania, relativa a la 
forma y al tono con que la prensa dirigida de ese país ha 
encarado algunas incidencias diplomáticas derivadas de la 
acción naval que terminó con la pérdida del acorazado ale­
mán "Graf von Spee". 

Saludo a S.S. con las seguridades de mi dis­
tinguida 

ROBERTO GACHE 
8U. SECRETAI'IIO DE RELACIONES EXTEI'IIOI'IES 

A S.S. el Señor Jefe de la Secretaría de Marina, 

Capitan de Navio Don Carlos M. Sciurano. 
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* ú!"ha Lontevideo , :taarzo 4 de 1940 . 

'• 

- llliSE.tiVA.lJA 

n° 10 . -

A su Excelenai a 

Señor , inistro: 

Tengo el honor de dirigiriiB a v.N. haciéndole 

saber que los diarios publican la noticia de haberse vendido 

por el Gobierno Alanán al beñor Julio vega H.elguera los res ­

tos de.l crucero de bolsillo ttGraf von t;pee" que fué hundido 

por su tripulaci6n en aguas jurisdiccionales uruguayas . 

A raiz del hundimiento se comentaba la situa-

ci6n jurídica que creaba el barco sumergiuo junto al canal , 

sosteniendo algunos,que haoía dejado CJ..e pertenecer al 

no .Alemán desde el momento que fu.é encendida la Banta Jjárbara, 

demostrándose con ello la intenci6n de deshacerse uel mismo y, 

que e1 t:robiemo del uruguay tenía derecho sobre ese casco a­

bandonado de sus limites jurisdiccionales pudiendo , si 

tal fuera su voluntad,l:Jlcerle volar , como quien hace volar una 

roca que incomoda aL tránsito marítimo . 

Llama ahora la atenci6n ,que éste pais ,sin ha­

cer salvedad alguna,permita al lainistro Alemán en repr(:lsenta­

ci6n de1 Reich , enagener con fines comerciales los restos de 

dicho Crucero,sobre los que podría discutirse derechos y por 

los que ,según se dice,solo se han pagado 10.000 pooos urugua-

yos. 
Saludo a con las seguridades de mi más 

alta y distinguida consid e rac i6n. 

el Señor , ini stro de H.elac iones Exteriores y Culto, 

Doctor Don Cantilo.-

Buenos Aires.-
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Buenos '·Aires, marzo Át de 1940. 

CONFIDENCIAL-RESERVADA 

.. 

Señor Embajador: 

Tengo el honor de acusar recibo a la nota confidencial­
reservada de V.E., N° 10 de 4 del corriente, relacionada con 
la venta, por parte del Gobierno Alemán, al Señor Julio Vega 
Helguera, de los restos del crucero "Graf von Spee u. 

En respuesta, cumplo en comunicar a V.E. la referí 
da nota ha sido llevada a conocimiento del Departamento de 
Marina, 

Reitero al Señor Embajador las seguri aades de mi más 
alta consideración . 

ROBERTO GACHE 
8U8 DE RELACIONES EXTI!!ftiOftES 

' 
A S.E. el Embajador Extraordinario y Plenipotenciario de la República 

Argentina en el Señor D9n Roberto Levillier. 
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Buenos Aires, marzo A R.. de 1940. 

CONFIDENCIAL-RESER\ADA 

Señor Jefe: 

Tengo el agrado de dirigirme a S.S. llevando a conocí 
miento de ese Ministerio, copia de la ·nota confidencial- r! 
servada de nuestra Embajada en Montevideo, N° 10 de 4 del 
corriente, relacionada con la venta, por parte del Gobierno 
Alemán, al Señor Julio Vega Helguera, de los restos del el!! 
cero "Graf von Speen. 

Reitero al Señor Jefe las seguridades de mi más dis 
tinguida consideración. 

A S.S. el Señor Jefe de la Secretaría de Marina, 
Capitán de Navío Don Abelardo Pantín. 

---
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Señor Emb:;jador: 

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, 
Comercio Internacional y Culto 

Argentina 
_ .. 

Buenos Aires. abril y' de 1940. 

Tengo el honor de dirigirme a V.E. encareciéndole trate 
de obtener y r-mitir a este Ministerio. algunos ejempl;.lres 
más de la publicación editada por e Ministerio de elacio 

nes .r:xteriores de ese conteniendo los •'Antecedentes 

relativos al hundimien o del acorazado nAdmiral Graf Spee " y 

a la internaci6n del barco mercante "Tacoma"". 
provecho la ocasión para reiterarle las seguridade s 

de mi más alta consideración. 

A S.E. el Embajador Extraordinario y Plenipotenciario de la 
Argentina en el Uruguay, Señor Don Roberto Levillier. 
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LA NACION " 

¿sRIL 5 de 1940. 

EL HUNDIMIENTO DEL 
ADMIRA'L GRAF SPEE 

4 (H) .-Lorci Strabolgi 
ha publicadó U.:l libro titulado "La ba­
talla del Rio de la Plata", en el que 
figura un dfa,rio de un tripulante del 
acorazado alemán Ad.U:liral Graf Spee. 
En dicho diaTio su autor revela 
que el acorazado zarpó secretamente 
de Wifuelmshaven algunos dias antes 
de que Alemania atacase a Polonia y 
que t.?l segUlldO día del viaje el capitán 
hizo saber a les tripulantes que su 
misión era perseguir a los barcos mer­
ca:ltes que surcasen el sur del Atlán­
tico durante la guerra iba a es­
tallar. 

Lord Strabolgi declara que no tie­
ne duda de que el citado diario es au­
téntico y agregó que el documento le 

de la Argentina, donde la . tri­
pulación del acorazado alemán se en­
cuentra internada. El diario tiene to­
das las apariencias de autenticidad y 
los relatos con los hechos, 
tales como los conoe'zmos. 

1 

"El Admira! Graf Spee --dice-zar­
pó de Wilhelmshaven en la noche del 
21 de agosto le 1939. Su partida se 

1 

hlzo en secreto y siguió una ruta no 
frecuentada. Cuando el Admira! Grat 
Spee entró en el puel'to de Monte,ri-

1 deo despué S! d•c la batalla con los cnl­
ceros británicos estaba lejos de en-
contrarse fu<:>ra de combate. La ma­
rina uruguaya sólo tie:J.e un crucero 
y el Uruguay no habrla podido haC'ar 
nada para obligar al Admira! Graf 
Spee a partir. El acorazado alemán 
salió del puerto sólo en el momento 
en que el gobierno del Uruguay pi· 
dió apoyo a sus más poderosos vaci­
nos para proteger su neutralidad, y 
este apoyo le fué prometido. Esta fué 
la verdadera razón del respet-o súbi­
to de Hitler por la n>autralidad del 
Uruguay. Los Estados Unidos habrían 
llevado las cosas hasta el fin". 

' ' 
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Embajada de la Hepublica a en el Uru-

guay tiene el honor de dirigirse Hl hiinisterio de Helflciones Ex­

teriores y en contestación la nota N 99 de 4 de hbril corrientE 

dirigida al Emba,iador ,acompa:ña a la presente dos e,iemplaret 

de la publicación del Ministerio de Relaciones de es­

te pais ,conteniendo los 11 ".ntecedentes relativos vl hundimiento de: 

acorazado 11 Graf Spee 11 y a la i::1ternacion del barco mer-

cante 11 Tscoma 11 .. 

Montevideo Jbril 10 de 1940 . 

.. 
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Corresponde a la nota de la Embajada Argen 
en Montevideo N° 119 de abril 10 de 191f0. 

Los dos ejemplares de la publicación enviada con la 
nota N° 119 de abril 10 de 1940, han sido entregados al 
Secretario General Doctor Santos Muñoz y al Consejero Legal 
Doctor Ruiz Moreno. 

Buenos • 
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.ayo 29,.. de 1910.-

, 0 Seüor Subsecretario: 

.:/ 
.3 L/;:::' Tengo el c:.Pra lo ele a V .E. so-

lici tar:do c¡u1era tener la gent ilezc. de se procure obte-

ner y rci!litir a este Mini.:t.:·rio, con elE stino Fl Fi tado ::rryor Ge-

nerul do la .Arr:J.ada, un e._iemplor d·"?l ljbro blanco sobre la ba:.&-

lla naval del ío de la "l&ta y Jcl acorazet.lo ale":lán 

"Admiral von Graf S pe e", editado re e ienb:rr.cr t2 por el Gobierno 

b . t, . r1 an1co.-

AprOV( cr.o C'Stó. o;,_ortunidwl para rci ic-

rar a V. E. las sE:euridades de distinguida confidc!·ación 

LOS M. NO 
CAP T}N r:r f\;Avii"J 

JEF! 8ECI\ET: lliA DEL MJNJ Tll 

Buenos mayo 21 de 1940 . 
:pidién d '1e 

1 

í 
1 ' ' ., . ' ·' -, ' -... 1 • t .. 1 

1 l ·' • 1 !"''\ 1 • ; • ' 

l . l ! ! .•! \' . i . :. ¡ ' ¡ .. ·. ' . . ! 

.. ·E.!:. ·cl ·-t"1:1ícrr Stios Culto, 

Doclor ion Roberto Gache.-

S/Des• .-
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Buenos Aires, mayo 31 de 19'i0. " 

r§!>Ll >:. 

':_y :[J r 

'· 

Tengo el honor de dirigirme a V.E. encareciéndole trate 
de obtener y remitir a esta Cancillería, varios ejemplares 
del libro blanco sobre la batalla naval del Río de 1a Plata 
y hundimiento del acorazado alemán "Admiral von Graf Spee", 
recientemente editado por el Gobierno Británico. 

Aprovecho la ocasi6n para reiterar al Señor Embajador 
las seguridades de mi más alta consideración. 

¡ 
¡ ¡ í 
! : ; : . ·: ·. (". j 

1 
J . ..' :· .. 

L .. : -. - - "' 
' . ' 

A SaE. el Embajador Extraor dinario y Plenipotenciario de la República 
Argentina en la Gran Bretaña, 
Doctor Tomás A.Le Breton. 

:.- .-
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La Emb.ajada de la RepÚblica Argentina en Londres 

se complace en remitir a ese Ministerio cuatro ejem-

plares del 11bro Blanco sobre la batalla naval del Rio 

de la Plata y hundimiento del acorazado aleman Graf 
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'' In tbis sombre dar k winter . . . the brilliant action of the Plate 
carne like a flash of light and colour on the scene, carrying with it an 
encouragement to all who are fighting-to ourselves and to our allies. "­
First Lord of the Admiralty when welcoming H.M.S. Exeter, rsth February, 
I940. 

The action which led to the defeat and subsequent self-destruction of the 
German '' pocket battleship '' Admiral Graf Spee was made up of four dis­
tinct phases. First there were the preliminary movements which made the 
victory possible. Secondly there was the main battle. Thirdly there was 
the long shadowing action while the enemy was running for the safety of 
neutral territorial waters. Finally there was the long watch of the River Plate 
Estuary, with the Admiral Graf Spee hourly expected to make a dash for 
the open sea. 

In the following account of the action, which has been compiled in the 
Admiralty from despatches forwarded by Rear-Admiral Harwood and the 
Captains of H.M. Ships Ajax, Achilles and Exeter, all the times ,given are 
the ships time kept by the Squadron. This was two hours slow on Greenwich 
Mean Time. 

THE FIRST PHASE . 

It had been known since the S.S. Clement was sunk on September 30th 
that a German '' pocket battleship '' was at large in the South Atlantic 
Ocean, and the fact that four ships on the Gibraltar to South Africa route 
were overdue had indicated that this ship was raiding commerce on the 
eastern side of the South Atlantic. In mid-November, however, the sinking 
of the S.S. Africa Shell at the southern end of the Mozambique Channel 
proved that there was a German commerce raider in the southern part of the 
Indian Ocean. Whether this was the same raider as had been operating in 
the South Atlantic Ocean was not definitely known at that time. In any 
case, vigilance in tl1e South Atlantic could not be relaxed. 

Apart from the forces concerned in a systematic search of other areas, 
there were in the western part of the South Atlantic four cruisers of tbe South 
America Division under the command of Commodore H. H. Harwood. 
Early in December it had been necessary to detach H.M.S . Cumberland, the 
largest and most powerful of the force, to th e Falkland Islands to carry out 
a self-refit, remaining at short notice. Upon the three remaining ships devolved 
the gigantic task of watching and defending the immensely valuable trade 
routes off the South American continent. This they had to do, knowing that 
there was at large an enemy raider more powerful than their combined 
strength-even if they were able to bring their combined strength to bear 
upon the enemy at the moment of contact. 

The British cruisers of the South America Division immediately available 
were:-

H.M.S. Ajax wearing the Broad Pendant of Commodore Harwood, a 
7 ,ooo tons cruiser armed with eight six-inch guns. 

H.M.S. Achilles.-A cruiser of the same class as H.M.S. Ajax, 7,000 
·tons and armed with eight six-inch guns . This ship had been detached 
from the New Zealand Division and was manned largely by New 
Zealanders. 

H.M.S. Exeter.-A cruiser of 8.400 tons armed with six eight-inch 
guns. 

There was little doubt that the German raider was one of the so-called 
" pocket battleships "-a vessel of rather more than ro,ooo tons with a 
main armament of six eleven-inch guns and a secondary armament of eight 
s·9 inch guns. Moreover, the "pocket battleships" are protected by armour 
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aga inst which 6-inch gun fue could not be expected to be fully effer'Jv..l. 
long ranges. The German raider, therefore, had a considerable 
in armament. Her secondary armament was the equal of the total armame t 
of one of the smaller British cruisers, and the weight of metal and explo · e 
which she could fite in one broadside was 4,700 pounds. The total wei ht 
of the broadsides · of all the three British cruisers combined was only 3, 36 
p'mnds . 

Against the serious inferiority in armament, the British cruisers could put 
an advantage of about six knots in speed and, possibly, a greater handiness. 

Tl}e two essentials to successful action against the enemy were, therefore, 
concentration of the British forces prior to action being joined, and the 
empl?yment of which would exploit the advantage in speed and 
handmess of .the Bntish forces. These were problems not easy of solution, 
because the m;tmense area to be guarded made it necessary for the British 
forces to be factor which precluded the frequent practising of 
squadron tactics. 

On December 3rd, 1939, the three British cruisers were scattered over two 
thousand miles. 

was on the. afternoon of that da y that a report was received from the 
Bnbsh Dorzc Star that .she was -being attacked by a German "pocket 

on the eastern s1de of the South Atlantic about midway between 
S1erra Leone and the Cape of Good Hope. The Doric Star had sent out 
the wire.less message in spite of the fact that the German raider was firing 
on her m an attempt to prevent her from using her wireless. 

Commodore Harwood correctly anticipated that the raider, knowing that 
she had been reported by the S.S. Doric Star, would leave that area 
and probably cross the South Atlantic. He estimated that the raider could 
reach the Rio de Janeiro area by the morning of December rzth, the River 
iPlatE. area by that evening or the following morning, or the Falkland Islands 
area by December 14th. 

There was nothing to indicate which of these three areas.-separated from 
one another by more than r,soo miles.-was the raider's objective. Com­
modore Harwood decided, however, that the most important area to be 

was the focal area of the large and very valuable trade off the 
1R1ver Plate. He therefore ordered his squadron to concentrate rso miles 
off the River Plate Estuary. He also made arrangements to ensure tha\ 
his ships would not be short of fuel when they arrived at the rendezvous . 
All this was done in one short signal, after the transmission of which no 
wireless communication was used, since this would have indicated the move­
ments of British forces to the enemy. 

Accurate navigation led to the concentration of the British cruisers at 
the expected moment-7 a.m. on December rzth. 

The greatest use was made of that day. Commodore Harwood explained 
to bis Captains the tactics which he proposed to use in the event of contad 
being made with the powerful raider. These tactics were then exercised by 
the squadron. It is noteworthy that the final words of Commodore 
Harwood's instructions to bis Captains were to act " without further orders 
so as to maintain decisive gun range ". 

Wednesday, December 13th, dawned fine and clear, with extreme visibility. 
There was a fairly strong breeze from the south-east, a low swell coming 
from the same quarter, and a slight sea . The British cruisers were steaming 
east north east at fourteen knots. They were in single line ahead in the 
arder H.M.S. Ajax, H.M.S . Achilles, H.M.S. Exeter. 

At 6.14 a.m. smoke was sighted on the horizon just abaft the port beam, 
and H.M.S. Exeter was ordered to investigate. Two minutes later H.M.S. 
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Exeter reported " I think it is a pocket battleship " . The enemy was in 
sight. Contact had at last been made between British naval forces and the 
raider which they had been hunting for more than two months. 

THE SECOND PHASE . 

At the time of the sighting of the smoke, the Admiral Graf Spee and the 
Britisb cruisers were steering converging courses. As soon as the smoke wJ:s­
identified as that of tbe German raider, the ships of the Britisb squadron 
began. to in accordance with tbe tactics practised on the previous da y. 
All speed and to work up to full speed as rapidly as 
poss1ble. The e1ght-mch gun crmser, H.M.S. Exeter, tbe most powerful unit 
of Britisb squadron, made a large alteration of course to the westward, 
whlle the two six-inch gun cruisers, H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles 
forged ahead to the north-eastward, altering course slightly in arder to clase 
the ranl?e ;,apidly. Thes_e manoeuvres were carried out_ so that the " pocket 
battlesh1p should be srmultaneously engaged from w1dely different angles. 
This would force him either to " split " his main armament iri order to 
engage. both units, or to lea ve one of tbe British units unengaged by bis 
eleven-rnch guns . 

At. 6. r8 a.m. only four minutes after the first sighting of smoke, the 
Admxral Graf Spee opened fue with her main armament of six eleven-inch 
guns. She bad " split " ber main armament, and one turret fired at H.M.S. 
Exeter an? the at H.M.S. and Achilles. The range was very 
long. but It was bemg shortened rap1dly by all three of the British cruisers. 

Two minutes later, at 6.20 a .m ., H.M.S. Exeter opened fue with her two 
forward turretS-four eight-incb guns. The range was then 9! sea miles. 
Her two after guns opened fire as soon as they would bear, two and a half 
minutes later. This eight-in ch gunfue seemed to worry the enemy almost 
from the beginning. After shifting target rapidly one or twice, the Admiral 
Graf Spee concentrated the fire of all six of her eleven-inch guns on H.M.S. 
Exeter. The Admiral Graf Spee's first salvo fell short of H.M.S. Exeter. 
The second was over, and the third straddled the cruiser. 

Meanwhile H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles had opened fire with their 
six-inch guns. H.M.S. Achilles opened fue at 6.21 a.m. and H.M.S. Ajax 
two minutes later. These two six-inch gur¡ cruisers imm ediately developed 
a bigb rate of fue, combined with great accuracy. The despatch of H.M.S. 
A chilles states tbat " fire appeared to become rapidly effective," while the 
despatch of H.M.S. Ajax states that " effective fire developed immediately." 

At 6.23 a.m. an eleven-inch shell burst just short of H.M.S. Exeter, abreast 
the middle of the ship. Splinters from this shell killed the torpedo tubes 
crews, damaged the communications of the ship, and riddled the funnels 
and searchlights . One minute later H.M.S. Exeter suffered a direct hit 
from an eleven-inch shell. This shell struck '' B '' turret, putting that turret 
and its two eight-inch guns out of action. Splint ers from that shell swept 
the bridge. All the bridge personnel except the captain and two others were 
either killed or wounded. The wheel-house communications were wrecked . 

Mpipentarily, the ship was out of control. Good training, however, carne 
to the rescue. As soon as it was realised in the lower conning position that 
communications with the wheelhouse had ceased to function, that lower posi­
tion took over the steering. Even so, the ship had begun to swing to star­
board, and there was danger of the after guns becoming unable to bear on 
the target. This was noticed by the torpedo officer, who, on his own initia­
tive, succeeded in getting an arder through to the lower conning position 
which resulted in the ship being brought back to her course . 

The captain of H.M.S. Exeter was at this time making his way aft. With 
the bridge out of action , he had decided to fight his ship from the after 
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a!l communioation' !mm the altee conning po,ition had been d5troyed . 'fV ,: 
steering was therefore changed over to the after steering position, and cJro­
munication established with that position by means of a chain of messengers. 
H.M.S. Exeter was controlled in this way until the action was broken off. 

conning position. When he reached tbat position, however, he found ' 

It. would be di!ficult to the difficulty of controlling a ship by 
t..l-us means dunng a fierce action, w1th personnel exposed to eigbt-inch gun 
blas t as well as hea vy fue from the enemy. 

During this time H.M.S. Exe ter received two more bits forward from 
rr-inch shells, and also suffered sorne damage by splinters from shells bursting 
shor't. 

Meanwhile H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles were making good and rapid 
shooting with their six-inch guns, and they were closing the range rapidly 
and drawing ahead on tbe enemy. Tbat tbis six-inch gunfire was causing 
the enemy trouble was sbown by the fact that at 6.30 a.m. the Ad.miral Graf 
Sp ee again " split " her main armament, switcbing over one eleven incb 
tunet to engage tbe six-fucb gun cruisers. Tbis temporarily reduced tbe 
volume of heavy fire to wbicb H.M.S. Exeter was subject ed . 

The secondary armament of tbe Admiral Graf Spee-s · g-inch gunS-had 
been alternately engaging H.M.S. Ajqx and H.M.S. Achilles, but without 
effect, although sorne salvoes had fallen clase. These guns continued to fire 
at the six-inch gun cruisers. 

At 6.32 a.m. H.M.S. Exeter fired her starboard torp edoes at the enemy. 
Tbese torpedees went wide, because the Admiral Graf Spee, apparently finding 
the British gunfire too hot, tumed 150 degrees away under cover of a smoke 
screen befare tl1e torpedees reached her. 

By 6.36 a .m. the six-incb gur¡ cruisers were doing 28 knots. This rapid 
increase of speed-tbe sbips had been doing 14 knots only 20 minutes pre­
viously-refl.ects great credit upon the engine and boiler room personnel. 

At 6.37 a .m. H.M.S. Ajax catapulted her aircraft. Orders to get the air­
craft into the air at tbe earliest possible moment had been given as soon 
as the alarm was sounded, and the catapult bad been prepared and the engine 
of the aircraft warmed up. The operation of preparing to catapult the air­
craft was carried out with great coolness, in spite of the fact that tbe per­
sonnel, and particularly the pilot and the observer of the aircraft, were sub­
jected to severe gun blast from the guns of the two after tunets, which were 
firing on a forward bearing. The aircraft itself was whipping about badly 
owing to the gunblast. As soon as the aircraft was in the air it took up a 
position on the disengaged bow of the six-inch gur¡ cruisers. 

At about 6.38 a.m. H.M.S. Exeter made a large alteration of course to 
starboard in arder to bring her port torpedo tub es to bear on the enemy. 
As she was turning sbe received two more bits from rr-inch shells. One of 
these hit the foremost turret, putting the tunet and its two eight-inch guns 
out of action. The other entered the hull, did extensive damage and started 
a fierce fire between decks. Tbe observer in H.M.S. Ajax's aircraft reported 
L1.at " she completely disappeared in smoke and fl.ame and it was feared 
that she had gane . However, sbe emerged, and re-entered the action." 

H.M.S. Exeter had, ind eed, suffered severely from tbe much heavier metal 
of her adversary. Two of her three turrets were out of action, and the only 
two guns still in action were aft. All her compass repeaters had been 
smashed, and tbe captain was conning tbe ship with the help of a small 
boat's compass. Wbat little interna! communication was possible was done 
by messengers. Sorne compartments were fl.ooded, and a serious fire was 
raging in her hull. Nevertheless she was resolutely kept in action. Her 
port torpedoes were fired as soon as the tubes were brougbt to bear on the 
enemy. A minute or two later H.M.S. Exeter altered course to port-tha1 
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is, towards the enemy-and hauled round so that she was on a course 
approximately parallel to that of the Admiral Graf Spee and able to continue 
to engage the enemy with her two remaining guns. By this time H.M.S. 
Exeter had a seven degree list and was down by the bow, but was still 
steaming at full power. 

At 6.40 a:m. an shell just sh?rt of H.M.S .. Ach.illes, in lir;te 
with the bndge. Splinters from th1s shell killed four ratings m the ma.J.Ll. 
gunnery control and stur;med the gunne:Y officer, as as slightly 
wounding the captam and the ch1ef yeoman of s1gnals on the bndge. Fortu­
nately these splinters did not put the out of actio.n. or damage any 
important instrument. Nevertheless, the mam control posltí<?n was momen­
tarily out of action through these casualties. The gunnery effinency of H.M.S 
Achilles was not, however, impaired. The secondary control position 
immediately took over the control of the ship's armament, and continued 
the action until the main control position was ready to resume control sorne 
minutes later. The greatest gallantry and fortitude was shown by the surviving 
personnel of the main control position. A sergeant of Royal Marines remained 
uncomplainingly at his post and carried out his duties until the end of the 
action although he was seriously wounded. A seaman boy behaved with 
exemplary coolness despite the carnage around him and continued bis duty 
of passing information to the guns. He was at one time heard denying most 
vigorously a report of his own death which had spread round the ship. 
These were but two instances of gallantry in a fierce action memorable for 
the bearing of the personnel of the British cruisers. 

After 6.40 a.m. the action became virtually a chase . The Admiral Graf 
Spee had turned away to the westward under cover of a smoke screen, and 
the two six-inch gun cruisers were hauling round to the north-westward in 
pursuit, accepting the fact that this entailed being unable to bring the after 
guns to bear on the enemy. They were by now doing 31 knots and still 
increasing speed. H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles were fine on the star­
board quarter of the Admiral Graf Spee, and H.M.S. Exeter was rather befare 
the enemy's port beam, still in action with her two remaining guns. 

At 6.56 a.m . H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles altered course to starboard 
in arder to bring all their guns to bear again. This greater volume of fire 
from these two cruisers appeared to have an immediate effect on the enemy, 
for the Admiral Graf Spee at once altered course away from the cruisers, and 
at 7.0 she laid a smoke screen in an attempt to throw off the British gunfire. 
From this time onwards the Admiral Graf Spee made frequent alterations of 
course and great use of smoke screens in her efforts to escape further 
punishment. 

At 7.10 a.m. the range of the enemy from H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S. 
Achilles was still eight miles. Commodore Harwood decided to alter course 
towards the Admiral Graf Spee in arder to shorten the range as rapidly as 
possible, even though this meant that the after guns would once again be 
unable to bear on the enemy. The British cruisers were now steaming at 
their utmost speed. 

At·7.16 a.m. the Admiral Graf Spee made a drastic alteration of course to 
port under cover of smoke. She was then steering almost directly for H.M.S. 
Exeter, and it seemed that her intention was to finish off that damaged 
cruiser. Four minutes later, however, the effective support of H.M.S. 
Exeter's consorts obliged the Admiral Graf Spee to make another large 
alteration of course. She hauled round to the north-westward until all her 
n-inch guns would bear on H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles, and at once 
opened fire on the small British cruisers. The range at that time was 5t miles. 
H.M.S. Ajax was straddled by n-inch salvoes, but she was not hit. The 
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enemy was also firing with her secondary armament of 5 · g-inch guns, but 
their fire had by this time become inaccurate and ragged. 

At 7.20 a.m. H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles had turned to starboard 
to bring all guns to bear on the enemy. <Rapid and accurate shooting was 
maintained, and a. fire was observed amidships in the Admiral Graf Spee. 

At this time it appeared to Commodore Harwood that the Admiral Graf 
Snee intended to neglect H.M.S. Exeter and to clase the six-inch gun cruisers 

a._north-westerly course. Thinking that the enemy was likely to remain 
on this course for sorne time, H.M.S. Ajax swung to starboard at 7.24 a.m. 
and fired her port torpedoes at a range of 4! miles. The enemy probably 
saw torpedoes being fired, for the Admiral Graf Spe ,e at once made 
a large alteration of course, turning away sorne 130 degrees port and at 
the same time laying a smoke screen. Although the Graf Spee 
altered back to her north-westerly course three minutes later, this large 
alteration of course was sufficient to avoid the torpedoes from H.M.S. Ajax. 

At 7.25 a.m. H.M.S. Ajax was hit by an n-inch shell. This shell put 
X turret out of action, and, by a stroke of bad luck, it also Ied to the 
jamrning of Y turret. Thus this one shell robbed H.M.S. Ajax of the use 
of four of her guns, besides causing a number of casualties. 

It was at about this time that the pjlot of H.M.S. Ajax's aircraft, which 
had been spotting the fall of shot for the six-inch gun cruisers, decided to 
approach the Admiral Graf Spee in an attempt discover e?'tent of 
damage that ship had received. As soon as the a1rcraft carne WI.thm range 
of the enemy's anti-aircraft gnns, these opened fue. As the pnmary and 
most important duty of the aircraft was spotting the fall of shot for the 
control of the British cruisers' gunfue, the aircraft retired out of range of 
the enemy's anti-aircraft guns . 

H.M.S. Exeter had been dropping gradually astern, as she had been 
forced to reduce speed owing to the damage forward. She still continued in 
action, however, engaging the enemy with her two remaining guns firing 
in local control under the direction of an officer standing in an exposed position 
on the searchlight platform. At about 7.30 a.m., however, H.M.S. Exeter's 
remaining turret ceased to operate due to flooding. Thus H.M.S. Exeter 
could no longer engage the enemy nor keep up with the action. Reluctantly, 
therefore she was forced to break off the action, and at about 7-40 a.m. she 
turned the south-east and steamed away at slow speed, starting to repair 
damage and make herself seaworthy. 

That H.M.S. Exeter was still afloat and capable of making long sea 
passages is a tribute to the design and construction. of British warsh.ips. 
For the fortitude and resolution of the personnel no pra1se could be too high. 
In spite of severe casualties and the almost com¡¡llete of interna] 
communications, H.M.S. Exeter had been kept m achon so long as a gun 
would fue, while fire and repair parties fought to rninimise the effects of 
damage. 

At 7.28 a.m. H.M.S. Ajax and Achilles hauled r<?und to a 
westerly course in arder to clase the range shll further. . Three later 
H.M.S. Ajax's aircraft reported "Torpedees approachmg. They will pass 
ahead of you ". Comrnodore Harwood, however, decided to take no chance.s, 
and the cruisers made a large alteration of course towards the enemy m 
arder to avoid the torpedoes. This of course. had the effect of 
closing the range very rapidly. At th1s bme H.M.S. AJaX had only 
guns in action, as an accident prevented one gun o.f B turret from bemg 
fired while both X and Y turrets were out of achon as a result of the 
n-idch shell hit sustained at 7.25 a.m. Nevertheless, the enemy did not 
relish the fire of the small British cruisers. The Admiral Graf Spe .e tumed 
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away to the westward almost immediately, making much smoke and zig­
zagging in an attempt to throw out the British gunfire. 

At this stage of the action the shooting of the six-inch gun cruisers 
appeared very accurate. H.M.S. Achilles was making excellent practice with 
her eight guns, while H.M.S. Ajax was making very good use of her three 
remainin g guns. At 7.36 a.m. the Admiral Graf Spee turned to the south­
westward in order to bring all her hea vy guns to bear on the Britisk --"" 
cruisers in an attempt to :fight them off. The two small British cruisers 
stood on, however, and by 7.38 a.m . the range was down to 4 miles. 

' ' 

It was then reported to Commodore Harwood that so many rounds had 
been expended during the continuous periods of rapid :firing that there 
was sorne danger of running short of ammunition, if the action was pro-

• • . , ( ..! 

longed without reaching a decision . This led Commodore Harwood to 
adopt an immediate change in tactics. He considered that by breaking 
off the day action and shadowing the enemy till nightfall, he would have 
a better change of closing to a range at which his lighter armament and 
torpedoes would have a decisive effect. · 

Accordingly, at 7.40 a.m., Commodore Harwood turned H.M.S. Ajax and 
H.M.S. Achilles away to the eastward under cover of a smoke screen. 
Just as the ships began to turn, an II-inch shell from one of the Admiral 
Graf Spee's last salvoes brought down the main topmast of H .M.S. Ajax. 
The bursting of this shell caused sorne casualties, and the falling of the 
mast destroyed the wireless aerials. Spare aerials were, however, soon rigged. 

The Admiral Graf Spee made no attempt to follow the British cruisers, 
but continued to steam to the westward at a speed of about 22 knots . 

After opening the range by steaming to the eastward under cover of a 
smoke screen for six minutes, Commodore Harwood again turn ed bis ships 
to the westward and ordered them to take up positions for shadowing the 
enemy. 

That the two small six-inch gun cruisers had not suffered more severely 
in the close action was undoubtedly due to the speed and skill with which 
the ships were handled. The engine and boiler room personnel played a 
most important part in the action, steaming the ships at full power under 
difficult action conditions with the ships under almost constant use of helm. 
In the boiler rooms, gun blast caused the fl.ames to leap about a foot out of 
the fronts of the furnaces, yet the stokers, many of them youngsters, never 
paused in their work or moved back from the boilers . 

THE THIRD PHASE. 

The situation at 8.0 a .m. on December 13th was that the Admiral Graf Spee 
was continuing her fl.ight to the westward; H.M.S. Ajax was shadowing on 
the enemy's port quarter and H.M.S. Achilles on the enemy's starboard 
quarter, both cruisers being about 15 miles from the Admiral Graf Spee. 
H.M.S. Exeter was out of sight, drawing away to the south-eastward at 
slow speed. 

At .8.07 a.m., and every hour thereafter, the British cruisers broadcast 
the position, course, and speed of the German raider, so that British merchant 
ships in the vicinity would keep out of danger. 

Just before g.rs a.m. H.M.S. _Ajax her <l:ircraft. Th_e condi­
tions were difficult, but the operaban was carned out wlth great skill and­
what was so important-without loss of time. 

Commodore Harwood's objective remained the destruction of the enemy 
in close action after nightfall, but he had to take steps to deal with the 
situation which might arise if the Admiral Graf Spee in 
night action. He could not risk further prolonged day actwn wlth h1s 
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superior adversary owing to the weakening of bis force by the depar re 
of H.M.S. Exeter and the quantity of ammunition remaining in bis six-inchgun 
cruisers. It was necessary, therefore, to secure reinforcements so that nothing 
should be left to chance. The nearest British warship was the ro,ooo ton 
8 inch gun cruisér H.M.S. Cumberland, at the Falkland Islands. At 
9-46 a.m. Commodore Harwood ordered her to proceed to the River Plate 
<!.Tea at full speed. H .M.S. Cumberland had, however, picked up jumbled 
messages which indicated that an action was in progress to the northward, 
and she had already left the Falkland Islands on the initiative of her com­
manding officer before these orders were received. On receipt of Commodore 
Harwood's signa! H.M.S . Cumberland increased to full speed. 

Meanwhile, other operations were set on foot by the Admiralty. Orders 
were given for the aircraft carrier H.M .S. Ark Royal and the battlecruiser 
H.M.S . Renown, and other ships al! of which had been operating sorne 3,000 
miles away, to proceed at once to the South American coast, and steps were 
taken to ensure that adequate supplies of fue! would be available at various 
strategic points . 

By 10.5 a .m . H.M.S. Achilles, who had over-estimated the speed of the 
Admiral Graf Spee, had closed the range to eleven and a half miles. The 
Admiral Graf Spee then altered course and fired two three-gun salvoes of 
eleven-inch at H.M.S. Achilles. The fact that the Admiral Graf Spee altered 
course sufficiently to bring her forward turret to bear in order to fue these 
salvoes suggests that the enemy's after II-inch turret was out of action at 
that time . The first of these salvoes from the Admiral Graf Spee fell very 
short, but the second fell close to H.M.S. Achilles, which ship was already 
under helm. H.M.S . Achilles turned away at full speed under cover of a 
smoke screen and resumed shadowing from a longer range. 

An hour later a merchant ship was sighted fairly close to the Admiral Graf 
Spee. She appeared to be stopped and blowing off steam. A few minutes 
later H.M.S . Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles received a signa! from the Admiral 
Graf Spee. It read: -" Ajax and A chilles from Admiral Graf Spee. Please 
pick up lifeboats of English steamer." 

On coming up with the merchant ship H.M.S. Ajax found that she was 
the British S.S. Shakespeare, and that all her boats were hoisted. H.M.S. 
Ajax signalled to her asking if she required assistance, and the S.S. Shakes­
peare replied that she was quite al! right and did not require assistance. It 
would appear, therefore, that the signa! of the Admiral Graf Spee to H.M.S. 
Ajax was a ruse adopted by the German raider in an attempt to shake off 
her tenacious pursuers. 

The shadowing of the Admiral Graf Spee by H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S. 
Achilles continued without further incident until 7.15 p.m. At this time the 
Admiral Graf Spee altered conrse and re-opened :fire on H.M.S. Ajax with 
her n -inch guns at a range of thirteen miles. H .M.S. Ajax at once turned 
away under rover of a smoke screen and resumed a shadowing position out 
of range. 

By this time it was clear that the Admiral Graf Spee intended to enter the 
estuary of the River Plate. 

The entrance to the River Plate estuary is guarded by a sand bank sixteen 
miles long, running across the estuary. This is known as English Bank. 
Commodore Harwood considered that the Admiral Graf Spee might try to 
elude the British cruisers and break back to the open sea by doubling round 
this sand-bank. He therefore disposed bis forces so as to prevent the enemy 
slipping out. As soon as the Admiral Graf Spee passed the Island of Lobos, 
and was therefore committed to entering the estuary of the River Plate, the 
whole duty of shadowing the enemy devolved upon H.M.S. Achilles, while 
H.M.S. Ajax proceeded to the south of English Bank so that she would meet 
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the Admiral Graf Spee if she tried to double back towards the open sea 
after rounding the sandbank. 

The sun set at 8-48 p.m. and the Admiral Graf Spee was, from H.M .S. 
Achilles, dearly silhouetted at a range of about twelve and a half miles. 
H.M.S. Achilles altered course to the north-westward in order to take full 
advantage of the afterglow. She had already increased speed in order to 
close the enemy before dark. 

The enemy appeared to resent any shortening of the range by the Bn1ish 
cruiser, and at 8.55 p.m. the Admiral Graf Spee altered course under cover 
of a smoke screen and opened fue at H.M.S. Achilles with n-inch guns. 
H.M.S. Achilles at once replied to the German fue, turning away at full 
speed as she did so, and laying a smoke screen to throw out the enemy's 
fue and cover her own movements. The Admiral Graf Spee ceased firing, 
and H.M.S. Achilles at once turned to the westward again at high speed in 
arder to keep in touch. 

At 9.26 p.m. the enemy again laid a smoke screen in an attempt to throw 
off the pursuit. This failed, and six minutes later the Admiral Graf Spee 
fired an n-inch salvo at H.M.S. Achilles. H.M.S. Achilles at once made a 
large alteration of course to port in order to throw out the enemy's gunfire. 
On two other occasions, at 9-40 p.m. and at 9·43 p.m., the Admiral Graf 
Spee fued single salvoes at H.M.S. Achilles. H.M.S. Achilles did not reply 
to these salvoes. The 1oom of the land, now to the north-eastward of H.M.S. 
Achilles, must have made it very diffi.cult for the enemy to see her, and it 
was considered that the flash of her guns would give away her position. 
It seemed clear that these sporadic salvoes from the Admiral Graf Spee were 
merely attempts to drive off shadowers. 

By 10.2 p.m. H.M.S. Achilles had closed to five miles from the Admiral 
Graf Spee, and it was possible to determine that the enemy was heading to 
pass to the northward of English Bank. H.M.S. Achilles informed H.M.S. 
Ajax accordingly. 

Soon after that time H.M.S. Achilles found the Admiral Graf Spee very 
diffi.cult to see owing to low clouds and patches of smoke. The British cruiser 
accordingly hauled to the southward in order to get the enemy silhouetted 
against the lights of Montevideo. This manoeuvre was successful. 

At !0.48 the Admiral Graf Spee was observed to be about 7 miles east 
of the Whistle buoy at the entrance to the Montevideo channel, and it was 
clear that the defeated German raider was about to seek the shelter of the 
neutral harbour of Montevideo. 

Throughout the day and the three hours of darkness the shadowing action 
of the British cruisers had been entirely successful, and every attempt of the 
Admiral Graf Spee to elude or drive off her pursuers had been defeated. 

The Admiral Graf Spee anchored in Montevideo roads at ten minutes past 
midnight. 

THE FouRTH PHAsE. 

CQmmodore Harwood had called off the pursuit an hour before the Admiral 
Graf -Spee anchored in Montevideo roads, since the enemy's intentions had 
been by that time clear, and the British Commander was at pains to respect 
neutral territorial waters. 

New dispositions were at once taken up by the British cruisers. The 
Admiral Graf Spee might have taken refuge in Montevideo harbour, but there 
was no reason to suppose that she intended to remain fuere. It devolved upon 
the two small British cruisers to ensure that the German " pocket battleship " 
did not break out into the open sea, and it was clear that reinforcements 
could not reach Commodore Harwood for sorne time. 
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Nor were the geographical factors of the situation in Commodore Harwood's 
favour. The Estuary of the River Plate is 120 miles across from Cabo San 
Antonio, in the Argentine, to Punta del Este, on the Uruguayan coast. Out 
of the estuary there are three widely separated deep-water channels. The 
northernmost of these is between the English Bank lightship and Cumberland 
Shoal. The second deep-water channel, the centre of which líes thirty miles 
i 11rther south, is between the south end of English Bank and the north end 
of Bank-a large shoal approximately half way between English Bank 
and the Argentine Coast. Between Rouen Bank and the Argentine coast 
is the third deep-water channel, which is nearly thirty miles wide. 

Thére were thus three widely separated routes by which the Admiral Graf 
Spee might break out to the open sea. Commodore Harwood had only two 
cruisers, and he could not hope to destroy the enemy unless they were 
concentrated. 

There was a danger that the British ships might be surprised by their 
superior enemy in the dawn light, when the British cruisers would be 
silhouetted against the lightening eastern sky, while the Admiral Graf Spee 
would be invisible against the dark 1oom of the land and the offshore mists 
of dawn. The difficulties of the position were great, but Commodore 
Harwood had one vital advantage. Qne might expect the crews of ships 
which had undergone a fierce action in which they had suffered damage and 
casualties, and taken part in a long and arduous chase, to be in need of 
rest. This was not the case. The spirit of the personnel of the British 
cruisers was such that they showed no fatigue. It was the same spirit 
which animated Commodore Harwood, commanding a greatly inferior force 
in a dangerous and diffi.cult situation, to begin the signal telling his ships 
of his intentions with the words " M y object-destruction ". 

Commodore Harwood reviewed the difficulties with which he was faced and 
determined upon his course of action. The primary necessity was to keep 
to seaward of the Admiral Graf Spee if she put to sea and at the same 
time avoid being caught against the dawn light. He therefore ordered 
H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles to withdraw from the River Plate and 
patrol well to seaward during the night and to move back into the estuary 
after dawn. 

The night passed without incident, and as soon as the danger of being 
silhouetted against the dawn light had passed, the ships closed in towards 
Montevideo, keeping constant watch over as much of the estuary as was 
possible. 

At IO p.m. on that day-Thursday, 14th gun 
cruiser H.M.S. Cumberland arrived m the RIVer Plate area, havmg made 
the long passage from the Falkland Islands in thirty-four hours. This rein­
forcement enabled Commodore Harwood to dispose his forces so that sectors 
to seaward of all three of the deep-water channels leading out of the River 
Plate Estuary could be watched during the night. H.M.S. Cumberland 
patrolled the centre sector, with H.M.S. Achilles the north of her and 
H.M.S. Ajax to the southward. Should the Admzral Graf Spee come out, 
she was to be shadowed, and the three British cruisers were to 
sufficiently far to seaward to enable a concerted attack to be dehvered on 
the enemy. 

Next day_jFriday, ISth 
Harwood. His ships could not keep the sea rndefimtely, w1th boilers always 
ready to drive the ships at full speed, without of fuel. 
Royal Fleet Auxiliary tanker Olynthus in the and H.M.S. A7ax 
was ordered to oil from her at sea, whüe the operaban was covered by the 
other two cruisers. Fuelling at sea is a diffi.cult operation in anything but 
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a fiat calm, a!ld it was by no means calm. Securing wires, and even two 
spans of hurncane hawsers, were parted, but the fuelling was successfully 
accomplished. 

Shortly after this, Commodore Harwood received news that the Admiral 
Graf Spee had been granted an extension of her stay in Montevideo up to 
seventy-two hours, in order to make herself seaworthy. Nevertheless, Com-
modore Harwood's despatch states:-" I could feel no security that s&e _..,.... 
would not break out at any moment." The strain of watching and waitina 
in instant readiness for action, could in no way be relaxed. o• 

Before dawn on Saturday, December 16th, H.M.S. Cumberland, H.M.S. 
Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles concentrated in the southern part of the River 
Plate and :a:.M.S. Ajax flew off¡ her aircraft to carry out a 
reconna1ssance. The p1lot was told to be careful not to fiy over territorial 
waters. The aircraft returned at 8.30 a.m. and reported that it had been 
impossible to see anything owing to bad visibility. 

There was danger that the Admiral Graf might take advantage of 
the mist and try to break out. · 

The British cruisers at once went to action stations and stood to the 
northward to intercept the enemy. Information was soon received, however, 
which indicated that the Admiral Graf Spee was still in Montevideo harbour, 
that she was repairing damage with assistance from the shore, and had 

It was reported as unlikely that the Admiral Graf Spee would 
sail that mght, but Commodore Harwood did not feel able to rely upon this 
report. The unceasing vigilance of the :British cruisers continued and 

. made a signal to bis squadron informing the ships 
of h1s mtentwns m the event of the enemy breaking out during that night. 

It was in the late afternoon of this day that Commodore Harwood received 
the Adn:iralty's signal info:ming him of the honours bestowed by His Majesty 
upon h1m and the Captams of H.M.S. Exeter, H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S. 
Achil[r3s, and of his. promotion to Rear-Admiral to date December 13th­
the date of the actwn and chase of the Admiral Graf Spee. Admiral 
Harwood's despatch states :-" This was a most stimulating tonic to us all, 
and I took steps to pass it on to H.M. Ships under my command, 
emphasizing the share of all concerned in the honours which their senior 
officers had received.'' 

The British squadron spent that night patrolling on a north and south 
line five miles to the east of the English Bank light buoy. 

On the morning of Sunday, December 17th, H.M.S. Achilles took in oil 
fuel at sea from the Royal Fleet Auxiliary tanker Olynthus while H.M.S. 

and H.M.S. Aj.zx as a covering force for the operation. 
squadron then crmsed off the south-east of the English Bank, 

remammg concentrated and ready to take up the same night patrol as on 
the previous night. 

That afternoon messages were received that the Adnziral Graf Spee was 
preparing for sea. Admiral Harwood's despatch states:-" We all expected 
that she would break out at any moment. I would like to place on record 
the ta!;t that at this stage the most cheerful optimism pervaded all ships in 
spite of the fact that this was the fifth night of waiting for the enemy." 

About 5.30 p.m. on the afternoon of Sunday, December 17th, news was 
received by Admiral Harwood stating that the Admiral Graf Spee was weigh­
ing anchor. It seemed that the British expectations of action were to be 
fulfilled. 

H.M.S. H.M.S. Ajax and H.M.S. Achilles at once altered 
course towards the entrance of the five-mile dredged channel leading into 
Montevideo roads and the crews went to action stations. H.M.S. Ajax's 
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aircraft was fiown off, with orders to report the position and movements of 
the Admiral Graf and of the German ship Tacoma, to which ship the 
Admiral Graf Spee was known to have transferred a large number of men. 

The Admiral Graf Spee left harbour at 6.15 p.m. and proceeded slowly 
down the dredgeéf channel, after leaving the end of which she turned to 
westward. The Tacoma also weighed anchor and followed the Ad.mJral 
G •. 'lf Spee. . . . . 

H.M.S. Ajax's aircraft reported the Admiral Gmf Spee m a posltion m 
shallow water about six miles south-west of Montevideo, and shortly after­
wa¡:dS-at 8.54 p .m.-the aircraft signalled " Admiral Graf Spee has blown 
herself up ''. 

The British cruisers carried on towards Montevideo, proceeding north of 
the English Bank. H.M.S. Ajax recovered her as was 
doing so H.M.S. Achilles passed her. The two Bnbsh crmsers wh1ch had 
done such excellent service cheered ship as they passed one another. 

Navigation lights were switched on, and the squadron steamed 
past the whistle buoy at the entrance to the Montevideo channel, 
passing within about four miles of the wreck of the Admtral Graf Spee. 
Admiral Harwood's despatch states:-" It was now dark, and she was 
ablaze from end to end, fiames reacñing almost as high as the top of the 
control tower, a magnificent and most cheering sight." 

While H.M.S. Cumberland, H.M.S. Ajax, and H.M.S. Achilles_ were 
witnessing the ignominious end of the ship which had been the of 
the German navy-which had Ger:nany _at the Coronatwn Re­
view at Spithead, and which had camed Herr H1tler to Memel-;­
H.M.S. Exeter, who had contributed so gallantly to the Admtral Graf Spee s 
defeat, was at the Falkland Islands. 

'' I ha ve the greatest pleasure in informing you of the very high standard 
of efficiency and courage that was displayed by all officers and men through­
out the five days of the operation. . . . Within my own knowl_edge, 
and from the reports of the Commanding Officers, are n:any stones of 
bravery, devotion to duty, and of _the utmost efficiency, wh1ch show that 
H.M. Ships have been forcefully tramed and made thoroughly _ready to deal 
with the many and various exigencies of battle. I am sub-:mttmg 
a list of officers and ratings whom I consider to be espeoally deservmg of 
award. I would remark, however, that the standard has been 
so high that the preparation of this list has been very difficult. . . 

I would like also to place on record the honour and pleasure I had m takmg 
one of H.M. Ships of the New Zealand ,into action, an,d fully concur 
with the Commanding Officer of H.M.S. Achtlles remark that New Zealand 
has every reason to be proud of her seamen during their_ baptism of fire.' 

Further, it is most satisfactory for me to be able to mform that the 
machinery and equipment of H.M. Ships proved to of the h1ghest effi­
ciency, and well able to stand up to the prolonged stram of battle. 

The main impression left on my mind is of the of our peace 
training. Little that had not been practised occurred, parbcularly among the 
repair parties."-Admiral Harwood's despatch. 

(1) 
(2) 
(3) 

ENCLOSURES. 

Chart of Admiral Graf Spee' s cruise. 
Track chart of the action of December 
Plan of the Estuary of the River Plate. 
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Buenos A. ires, jnlio 16 de 1940. 

D. A.F. 

, · 

Señor Jefe: 

'Pengo el agrado de dirigirme a S.S. para :remitirle c on 

referenc:ia a su noto. N° 3·18 de mayo 29 pvd o., dos e Jemplare s 

dt-.1 T.ihro Blanco s obJ:e la latalla naval del Tfio ce la Pla ta 

y hund i miento acorazad o alemán Graf Spee" , cdi 

t d 1 f"'. 1 • ...., • .LI • a o por e.,_ .u..::·lv-anlco, 

tra fmhaiad<::l en I,oadr·es. 
V 

Lal motiro, reltero a 

¡r.:ís o is'tinguida confür1e:caci ón. 

que h3Usido enviados por nues 

( 1 í '­' u•L· • lnc seguridades de mi 

O ""' "'TCI C r • t• - '' ,..., ¡.-.. ON v r t::. 
Sl:B StoCRETAt,IO CE u.- -

A S .S. el Sei;or J efe de la Secretaría de Marlna., 

Capitán de Havío Don Carlos r.1 . Sci urano. 
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24 de 1940 

'· 

Por Abuso de la liberl3d de Emitir 
fué Condenado un Periodi.)fa IJ:¡Iiano 

Montevideo. junio 23 -La Sup1·e­
ma Corte de Justicia dictó sen te 'cia 
en la querella por ·•abuso de ); li­
bertad de escribir'· contra Dav :d a­
nomi, redactor responsable de! ( ia­
rio "L'Squilla", que en idioma italia ­
no se edita en esta capital. Se re­
cuerda que con motivo de haber[c 
publicado el día 3 de enero del co­
rriente año en el mencionado diana 
un artículo que el ministro de rela­
ciones exteriores, doctor Gm:ni con­
sideró injurioso y que est:?.J:>a re la­
cionado con la permanencia en Mon­
tevideo del buque de alemin 
"Admira! Graff Spee", el de l 
crimen, doctor Luis Alberto Bouzas 
promovió querella contra el mencio­
nado periodista. 

El fiscal doctor Bou zas solicitaba 
24 meses de prisión para el querel!a­
do, pero el fallo de la Suprema Ccr ­
te de Justici2 fi.ia la pena en veinte 
meses de prisión o multa equiya­
lente al pago de los gastos del pro­
ceso, al resarc imiento de los C:c-ños y 
perjuicios causados y a la indem!li­
zación al Estado por los 'qastos car­
c.elarios en su caso.-(U. P. ). 
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Paysandú(R.O.U),3 de septiembre de 1940.-

OBJETO: 

M.R.E. N'S 74.­
R.G. Ni 239.-

RESERVADA 

Acompañar fotografías de 
exoficiales del acor a za­
do alemán von Spee" 
que se supone intentan in 
gresar a nuestro país.- -

' • 

Señor Ministro: 

Tengo el honor de dirigirme a V.E.para 

poner en su conocimiento que los exoficiales del aco­

razado alemán "Graf von Spee",señores KURT DIGGINS, 

ERNST KELTTE y GIRBARD FROMME,que tenían fijada su 

residencia en Montevideo,han dejado de pasar lista 

desde el ll de agosto Último.-S9 les supone en mi 

jurisdicción consular tratando de abandonar el país. 

Como pronta providencia me he dirijido a las autori­

dades de los puertos de Concepci6n del Uruguay y Co-

16n (Entre Rios),pidiéndoles eviten su ingreso a nues -
tro territorio en el caso de que lo intentasen.­

Careciendo de mayores datos personales 

mejor identificaci6n,acompaño a la presente 

fotografías.-

A S.E.el Señor Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores y Culto 

Doctor don JULIO A.ROCA 

BUEN OS AIRES 

.,. . 
1 
) 
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recibo y tras mitase en 

sus anexos, al Ministerio del 
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Señor Cónsul: 

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, 
Comercio Internacional y Culto 

Argentina 

•·. 

7 

recibo oe su nota reservada 74 de 3 del co 

rr1ent,t:;,. relactunai.i& e un la d-:. s&narici6n o e los ex-o1lcia . -
les del ex-b.c.;oraz&.oo alemán 1'Ad.íd.r2.l Epee'', Kurt Di 

ns : Erns·t t"te y Girnard Frounne. internados en E.l Uru 

tS'1l H.f • 

ll€iaGo dicha nota a conocí 

sal úctolo atentamente • 

¡ • .: : . .. .• ; ' · . . , 1 ' . 

Al C6nsul de la República Argentina en Paysa4dÚ, 
t.:- T ,_e· ,.,enor t:. am.lno. 
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--• Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, 
Comercio Internacional y Culto 

Argentina 

Buenos Aires, septiembre 6 de 1940 . 

D.A.P. 
RESERVAD"-UECENTE. 

Señor Subsecretario: 

Cumplo en dirigirme a S.S. remitiéndole, a fin de que 
ese Departamento se t:irva adoptar las providencias del caso, 

ccp"ia de Jr,. nota reservada '74 de 3 ciel corriente, por la 

n¡;c.. ... tro en Paysandú se ref a los ex-o.fícia 
del ex-acorazP.do nAdmiral G!'a.± Spee ", J.nternaC.os 

en el IJ::-,lguay. Kurt E:rnst Keltt e y Girh ard Frol!'me, 

qun hl1rr d"?sa;Jn.rPc." do 6e ciuuad que se les había 

como de 
1' l ... n j' r 1' •. -. ;;< .., ,. . ,;¡ ,:>"' q e 1 . . ' r, t o .,.r -r . Q .,_..._ ,_,_ t1 -"' . ,¡ •• , . 1 .) 5 a .. _a .... de los nomb!'a 

las seguridades de ud 

:· -= .. -.. - ........ ! 
t • .., . 'H .,. H ... CTO '\ J O 

1 :' .:· ·; •, ·· r, 
, •. -:¡ • ., .. • • 

; ...... ,\.• 

1'.. .- .... ... ... . .. ·· -

•. i; -} i 

' 

A S.S. el Señor Subsecretario del Interior, 

cctor Jos é 



10 15 97 4 

1 FOLIO FECHA 

1 

No. 

L 

-

•. 

Archivo 
Histórico 

INDICE 
' 

PROCEDENCIA 

1 

F 149 

OBJETO 

1 


	44AH002601_00001
	44AH002601_00002
	44AH002601_00003
	44AH002601_00004
	44AH002601_00005
	44AH002601_00006
	44AH002601_00007
	44AH002601_00008
	44AH002601_00009
	44AH002601_00010
	44AH002601_00011
	44AH002601_00012
	44AH002601_00013
	44AH002601_00014
	44AH002601_00015
	44AH002601_00016
	44AH002601_00017
	44AH002601_00018
	44AH002601_00019
	44AH002601_00020
	44AH002601_00021
	44AH002601_00022
	44AH002601_00023
	44AH002601_00024
	44AH002601_00025
	44AH002601_00026
	44AH002601_00027
	44AH002601_00028
	44AH002601_00029
	44AH002601_00030
	44AH002601_00031
	44AH002601_00032
	44AH002601_00033
	44AH002601_00034
	44AH002601_00035
	44AH002601_00036
	44AH002601_00037
	44AH002601_00038
	44AH002601_00039
	44AH002601_00040
	44AH002601_00041
	44AH002601_00042
	44AH002601_00043
	44AH002601_00044
	44AH002601_00045
	44AH002601_00046
	44AH002601_00047
	44AH002601_00048
	44AH002601_00049
	44AH002601_00050
	44AH002601_00051
	44AH002601_00052
	44AH002601_00053
	44AH002601_00054
	44AH002601_00055
	44AH002601_00056
	44AH002601_00057

