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German-Polish relations from Janu ary 1934í to January 1939. 

THE governing factor in the relations between Germany and Poland 
during this period was the German-Polish Agreement of the 
26th January, 1934 (No. 1, pp. 1-2) . This agreement, which was 
valid for ten years, provided that in no circumstances would either 
party '' proceed to the application of force for the purpose of reaching 
a decision" in any dispute between them. In the five years after the 
signature of this pact Hen: Hitler made a number of speeC'hes friendly 
to Poland (Nos. 2-8, pp. 2-5). Poland was " the home of a great, 
nationally-conscious people" (21st May, 1935). It would be 
" unreasonable and impossible," so Herr Hitler acknowledged, " to 
deny a State of such a size as this any outlet to the sea" (7th March , 
1936). The agreement "has worked ont to the advantage of both 
sides " (30th January, 1937). 

Deter ioration in the European situation resultin g from German aotlon 
against Czecho-Slovakia on March 15, 1939. 

The position after the German occupation of Czecho-Slovakia was 
summarized in speeches by the Prime Minister at Birmingham on 
the 17th March (No. 9, pp. 5-10) and by Viscount Halifax, Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, in the House of Lords on the 20th March, 
1939 (No. 10, pp. 10-17). Mr. Chamberlain described the German 
occupation as ''in complete disregard of the principies laid down by 
the German Govermnent itself," and asked : " Is this the end of an 
old adventure, or is it the beginning of a new? Is this the last attack 
u pon a small S tate, or is it to be followed by others? " Lord Halifax 
stated that the action of the German Government was '' a complete 
repudiation of the Munich Agreement and a denial of the spirit in 
which the negotiators of that agree.ment bound themselves to 
co-operate for a peaceful settlement.'' On the 23rd March the Prime 
Minister stated in the House of Commons that His Majesty's Govern­
ment, while not wishing '' to stand in the way of any reasonable 
efforts on the part of Germany to expand her export trade," was 
resolved '' by all means in onr power '' to oppose a '' procedure under 
which independent Stat es are subjected to such pressnre under threat 
of force as to be obliged to yield up their independence " (No. 11, 
pp. 17-18) . In a conversation of the 27th May between Sir Nevile 
Henderson, His Majesty's Ambassador in Berlín, and Field-1\farshal 
Goring, the Ambassador warned the Field-Marshal that Great Britain 
and France would be involved in war with Germany if Germany 
attempted to settle German-Polish differences "by unilateral action 
snch as would compel the Poles to resort to arms to safeguard their 
independence " (No. 12, pp. 18-20). 
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German-Polish discussions (April-May 1939). 

In a speech to the Reichstag on the 28th April, Herr Hitler 
announced that he had made proposals to the Polish Government that 
Danzig should return as a Free City into the framework of the Reich, 
and_ Germany should receive a. route and railway with extra­
terntonal status through the Corridor in exchange for a 25-years' 
pact of non-aggression and a recognition of the existing German­
Polish boundaries as "ultimate." On the same day a. memorandum 
to this effect was given to the Polish Government. The German pro­
posals, which had been presented for the first time on the 21st March 
1939, i.e., less than a week after the German occupation of Prague: 
were now described as " the very mínimum which must be demanded 
from the point of view of German interests.'' Herr Hitler also 
claimed that the German-Polish Agreement of January 1934 was 
incompatible with the Anglo-Polish promises of mutual assistance 
and therefore was no longer binding (Nos. 13 and 14, pp. 21-27). 

On the 5th May the Polish Government replied to the German 
Government with an explanation of their point of view. The Polish 
note repeated the counter-proposals which the Polish Government had 
put forward as a basis for negotiation in reply to the German pro­
posals, and refuted the German argument that the Anglo-Polish 
guarantee was in any way incompatible with the German-Polish 
Agreement (No. 16, pp. 32-35). The Polish Minister for Foreign 
Affairs elaborated his country's case in a speech made in the Polish 
P:diament on the 5th May. The Minister said that the Polish 
Government regarded the German proposals as a demand for 
" unilateral concessions." He added that Poland was ready to 
approach '' objectively '' and with '' their utmost goodwill '' any 
points raised for discussion by the German Government, but that two 
conditions were necessary if the discussions were to be of real value : 
(1) peaceful intentions, (2) peaceful methods of procedure (No. 15, 
pp. 27-32). 

The Polish memorandum reminded the German Government that 
no formal reply to the Polish counter-proposals had been received 
for a month, and that only on the 28th April the Polish Government 
!e·arned that " the mere fact of the formulation of counter-proposals 
mstead of the acceptance of the verbal German suggestions without 
alteration or reservation had been regarded by the Heich as a refusal 
of discussions" (No. 16, p. 34). 

The Anglo-Polish Agreement. 

On the 31st March, 1939, the Prime Minister announced the 
assurance of British and French support to Poland '' in the event 
of _any action _which clearly threaten ed Polish independ ence, and 
whiCh the Pohsh Government accordingly considered it vital to 
resist " (No. 17, p. 36). An Anglo-Polish cpmmuniqué issued on the 
6th recorded the assurances of mutual support agreed upon by 
the Brit1sh and Polish Governments, '' pending the completion of the 
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permanent agreement '' (No. 18, pp. 36-37). 'l'he of 
Mutual Assistance was signed on the 25th The artiCles 
defined the mutual guarantee in case of aggress10n by a European 
Power (No. 19, pp. 37-39). 

Developments in Anglo-German relations and In the g.eneral Brttlsh 
attitude towards the international situation (Aprll-June 1939) · 

Anglo-German as well as German-Polish 
after the German occupation of Czecho-Slovaki_a. the 1st 
IIerr Hitler made a speech at Wilhelmshaven m whJCh he attacked 
Great Britain and British policy towards Germany, and 
a 'ustification of German policy (No. 2?, pp. 39-;tB). Heir 

in the Reichstag on the 28th Apnl announcmg the denuncia­
tion by Germany of the Anglo-German Naval (No. 21, 
pp. 48-51). On the 27th April a memorandum to th1s effect was sent 
to the British Government (No. 22, pp. 51-52). On the June 
Viscount Halifax again denied to the L?ndon 
that Great Britain or any other Power was , Germany 
(No. 23, p. 53). A week later (23rd June) H1s MaJesty s 
ment sent a reasoned protest to the German 0o_vernment denymg 
the validity of the German unilateral of the 
German Naval AgreemenLs, and also rofutmg the of _facl 
(i.e., persistent British hostility to Germany) by wh1Ch Herr Hitler 
attempted to justify his denunciation of the Naval Agreements 
(No. 24, pp. 53-58). . 

1 
· 

In view of these facts and of the increasing internatwna tenswn, 
Viscount Halifax took the opportunity, in a speech at. Chatham Ho':lse 
on the 29th J une, to define at sorne length the att1tn_de 
oí Great Britain. He explained the reason for the obhgatwns whiCh 
Great Britain had undertaken in the Continent of He 
discussed Anglo-German relations and _stated that 
no wish to isolate Germany, and that, 1f . a pohcy 
of co-operation '' could be adopted once. . rests 
on twin foundations of purpose. One 1s to force. 
'fhe other is onr recognition of the world's desn·e to geL on w1th the 
constructive work of building peace " (No. 25, pp. 58-66). 

Deterioration in the local situation at Danzig (June 3-July 3, 1939). 

With the increase of agitation in the Reich the local .situation at 
Danzig rapidly became worse.. On the_ 3rd J uz;te the of 
Danzia Senate made accusatwns agamst Pohsh customs mspector, 
(No. 26, pp. 66-67). The Polish Government on the 10th June 
replied with a denial of t)1e and a statement of the legal 
rights of Poland in relation to Danz1g (No. 27, PP·. 67-68) .. On the 
27th J une the Polish Vice-Minister for Foreign Affa1rs told 
Sir H. Kennard. Ris Majesty's Ambassador in Warsaw, that a 
Freicorps waR being formed in Danzig (No. 28, pp. 68-69), and on 
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Sir Nevile Henderson stated once more that Great 
Bntam could not go hack on her word to Poland,'' and would insist 
upon a. settlement by negotiation. Herr Hitler refused to guarantee 
a negot1ated settlement on ground that '' Polish provocation might 
at .any render German intervention to protect German 
natwnals mev1table" (No. 69, pp. 122-123). 

Correspondence between the British and Polish Governments 
August 25-27. ' 

On the 25th Viscount Halifax suggested to the Polish 
Government the establishment of a corps of neutral observers who 

upon tbeir functions if it were found possible to' open 
(No. 70, p. 123). He also suggested the possibility of 

negot1atmg . over an .exc.hange of populations (No. 71, p. 124). 
M. Beck rmsed no obJectwn in principie to either proposal (No. 72 
pp. 124-125). ' 

Reply of _His Majesty's Government, dated August 28 to 
He?"T Flttle?·' s r:ommunications of A11gust 23 and 25 (No.' 60, 
pp. and_No. 68, pp. 120-122): intervi ew of August 28 

Str Nevtle Henderson and Herr Hitler: speech of the 
Pnme Minister in the House of Commons on August 29. 

On the 28th August Viscount Halifax informed the Polish Govern­
throug? that in the British reply to Herr Hitler 

a cJear d1stmct10n would be drawn between "the method of 
reachmg agreement on German-Polish differences and the nature of 
the solution to .be arrived at. As to the method, we (His Majesty's 
Government) Wish to express our clear view that direct discussion on 
equal terms between the parties is the proper means " (No. 73, 
p. 125). . 

reply of His Majesty's Government, suggesting direct dis­
cusswn bet:-veen the and Polish Governments, was presented 
to Herr Hitler b.'f Srr .N. Henderson on the 28th August (No. 74, 
PP· .126-128). .I-hs MaJesty's Government stated they had "already 
rece1ved a defimte. assur.ance the Polish Government that they are 
prepared to en ter mto d1scusswns," and that, if such direct discussion 
led, hoped, agreement, "the way would be open to the 

.of that w1der and more complete understandina between 
0reat. Bntam and Germany which both countries desire.' '

0 
In his 

mterv1ew of the. August with Herr Hitler, Sir N. Henderson 
Bnhsh readiness to reach an Anglo-German under­

but on the basis of a peaceful and freely neaotiated 
solutwn of_ the Pohsh question." Sir Nevile Henderson pointed out 
to Herr H1tler '' it la y _with him (Herr Hitler) as to whether he 
preferred a umlateral solutwn which would mean war as regards 
Poland, or British friendship." Herr Hitler, who said that "his 
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army was ready and eager for battle," would not answer at once 
whether he would negotiate directly with Poland (No. 75, pp. 128-
131). 

On the 29th August the Prime Minister once more explained in the 
House of Oommons the British standpoint (No. 77, pp. 131-135). 

Interview of August 29 between Sir N. Henderson and Herr Hitler, 
and German demand for the aT?"ival of a Polísh representative 
in Berlín by August SO. 

At 7 ·15 P.M. on the 29th August Sir N. Henderson received from 
Herr Hitler the German answer that the German Government was 
prepared to accept the British proposal for direct German-Polish 
negotiations, but counted on the arrival of a Polish plenipotentiary by 
the 30th August (No. 78, pp. 135-137). The British Ambassador 
remarked that the latter demand '' sounded like an ultimatum,'' but, 
after sorne heated remarks, both Herr Hitler and Herr von Ribbentrop 
assured the Ambassador '' that it was only in tended to stress the 
urgency of the moment" (No. 79, p. 138). The interview was "of a 
stormy character.'' Sir N. Henderson thought that Herr Hitler 
was "far less reasonable" than on the 28th August (No. 80, 
pp. 138-139). 

At 4 A.M. on the 30th August Sir N. Henderson, on instructions 
from His Majesty's Government, informed the German Government 
that it would be '' unreasonable to expect the British Government 
to produce a Polish representativa in Berlín '' by the 30th August, and 
that '' the German Government must not expect this '' (Nos. 81 
and 82, pp. 139-140). 

Exchange of correspondence between His Majesty's Government and 
the Polish Government on August SO. 

Sir H. Kennard also reported his opinion that the Polish Govern­
ment could not be induced to send a representativa immediately to 
Berlín to discuss a settlement on the basis proposed by Herr Hitler. 
'' They would certainly sooner fight and perish rather than submit to 
such humiliation, especially after the examples of Ozecho-Slovakia, 
Lithuania and Austria" (No. 84, pp. 140-141). On this same day 
the Polish Government gave their assurance, in reply to advice from 
Viscount Halifax, to avoid any kind of provocation (No. 85, p. 141), 
that they had no intention of provoking any incidents, in spite of the 
provocation at Danzig, which was becoming '' more and more 
intolerable " (No. 86, p. 141). 

Exchange of correspondence between the British and German 
Governments with regard to the opening of direct German­
Polish negotiations (August SO). 

At 2·45 P.M. and again at 5 ·SO P.M. on the 30th August His 
Majesty's Government instructed Sir N. Henderson to inform the 
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Treatment of the German Minority in Poland (August 21-27). 

During the course of the oorrespondence outlined in this section, 
Sir H. Kennard reported that the German press campaign about the 
persecution of the German minority in Polana was a '' gross distor­
tion and exaggeration of the facts" (No. 52, pp. 93-95). On the 
26th August Sir H. Kennard reportea frontier incidents which had 
been provoked by the Germans. They had not caused the Poles t<> 
change their "calm and strong attitude of defence" (No. 53, p. 95). 
Reports of unfon11ded Genna11 allegatio11s against the Poles were also 
sent by Sir H. Kennarcl on the 26th and 27th Angust (Nos. 54 
and 55, pp. 95-9G). 

Developments leading immediately to the outbreak of hostilities 
between Great Britain and Germany (August 24-September 3). 

'l'he Prime Minister's letter to Herr Hitler (August 22) and H err 
I!itl er's ¡,ntcrvic1v with Si1· Nevile H enderson (August 23). 

Ü11 the 22nc1 August, after the publication of the news of Herr 
von Ribbe11trop's visit to Moscow to sign a non-aggression pact with 
the U . S.S. R., the Prime Uinister se11t a personal letter to Herr 
Hitl er . l\fr. Chamberlain once again gave a clear statement of the 
British obligations to Poland. and stated that ' ' whatever roa y provo 
to be the natnre of t.he Gennau-Soviet Agreement. it cannot alter 
Great Britain's obligation." He added that '· it has been allegerl 
that, if His M:ajesty's Government had made their position more clear 
in 1914, the great catastrophe would have been avoided. Whether 
or not there is any force in that allegation, His M:ajesty's Govern­
ment are resolved that 011 this occasion there shall be no such tragic 
misunderstanding" (No. 56, pp. 96-98). On the 23rd August 
Sir Nevile IIeuderso11 reportea his first interview with Herr Hitler 
earlier in the da y. Herr Hitler was '' excitable ancl uncompro­
mising '' ; his language was '' violent ancl exaggerated both as regards 
England and Poland." Herr Hitler observed, in reply to His 
l\fajesty's Ambassador's repeated warnings that direct action against 
Poland would mean "·ar with Great Britain, that '' Germany haa 
nothing to lose, ana Great Britain much: tbat ho did not desire war, 
hut \\ 'Otlld not shrink from it if it was llecessary. and tLat his people 
were mnch mOl't l behind him lhan last SrptPmber (No. 57, 
l'P· 98-100 ). 

Herr Hitler was calmer at a second talk, but no less uncom­
promising. He put the whole responsibility for war 011 Great Britain, 
and maintained that Great Britain was '' determined to destroy and 
extenninate Germany. He was, he said, 50 years old; he preferred 
war now to when he woula be 55 or 60." He said that " Englana 
was fighting for lesser races, whereas he was fighting only for 
Germany" (No. 58, pp. 100-101). 

The German reply to the Prime Milúster's letter was given to 
His 1\fajesty's Ambassaaor on the 23rd August. Herr Hitler stated 
that thP British promise to assiRt Poland would make no difierence 
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the 28th and 30th J une and on th 1 J 1 
Majesty's Consul-General' in Danzi u y, Mr .. Bis 

in the city (Nos. 29, 31 33 g, 1

6
e¡mted upon m1htary prepara­

m view of the gravit of the ! PP·. ' 73). On the 30th June, 
consultation between :Iscount J;Ialifax suggested 
for the co-ordination of the"r l ' rene and Pohsh Governments 
the Polish Government PP· Meanwhile, 
34, pp. 72 and 73). e a res ramed attitude (Nos. 32 and 

Bl•itish Attitude towards developments in Danzig (July 10-15, 1939). 

On the 10th July, while the "t . . 
becoming critica!, the Prime ·M" s: at Danz1g to be 
towards the Danzia problem in er the Bnt1sh attitude 
(No. 35, pp. 74-7B). He oin: s a ement 1? t)le House of Commons 
received any guarantee fror:u It hwas before .Poland had 
ment, fearing to be faced with unilat . Il _t at the. Pohsh Govern­
to the German proposals b mman actwn, had replied 
proposals, and that the certain counter­
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British guarantee of Poland. g o eir presentation and not in the 

On the 14th J uly Sir N ·¡ 
Baron von W eizsacker Germa te Henderson discussed with 
Foreign Affairs, a by a; at the Ministry for 
that "Herr Hitler was convinced o e erman Under-Secreta ries 
over Danzig." Sir Nevile Hend . that England would never fight 
made by His Majesty's the affirmation already 
aggression, Great Britain would support eve.nt. of German 
force (No. 36, pp. 76_78). · an m res1stmg force by 

Temporary easing in the Danzig situation (July 19- August 2). 

After the tension in Danzia at th 
lull in the situation. o The Ae of. there was a 
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National Socialist partv in D u Y. err Forst er, the .Ieader of 

With Herr Hitl er that " · th" anz¡·g¡¡' bad stated, after an mterview 
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if necessary until year· the question could '' wait 
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Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires at W I .ax Mr. Norton, His 

the need for to Impress upon t)le Polish 
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necessary, wait a year or more" (No. 40, pp. 81-82). On the 
31st J uly and the 2nd August, however, Sir H . Kennard reported 
less hopeful1y about the position (Nos. 41 and 42, pp. 82-83 ). 

Further deterioration in the situation at Danzig (August 4-16). 

On the 4th August M. Beck told His Majesty's Chargé d' Affaires 
at Warsaw that the Danzig Senate had that day informed Polish 
lmstoms inspectora at four posts in Danzig that henceforward they 
would not be allowed to carry out their duties. The Polish Govern­
ment took · ' a very serious view " of this step (No. 43, pp. 83-84 ). 
t\imilar news carne from Mr. Shepherd at Danzig (No. 44, p. 84). 
On the 9th August Sir H . Kennard reported that the Polish attitude 
was "fi.rm but studiously moderat e "; (No. 45, p. 85). A day later, 
Sir H . Kennard reported to His Majesty's Government a communica­
tion made by the German Governm ent to the Polish Chargé d' Affaires 
at Berlín on the Danzig question, and the Polish reply to this com­
munication. M. Beck drew the attention of Sir H. Kennard to '' the 
very serious nature of the German démarche as it was the fi.rst time 
that the Reich had directly intervened in the dispute between Poland 
and t}le Danzig Sena te '' (No. 46, p. 86). The Polish Government 
in their reply to t)le German note verbale stated that they would 
'' react to any attempt by the authorities of the Free City which 
might tend to compromise the rights and interests which Poland 
possesses there in virtue of her agreements, by the employment of 
such means and measures as they alone shall think fi.t to adopt, and 
will consider any future int ervention by the German Government to 
the detriment of these rights and interests as an act of aggression '' 
(No. 47, pp. 87-88). 

Sir Nevile Hend erson on the 15th August discussed with 
Baron von W eizsacker the deterioration in the Danzig position, and 
pointed out that if the Po les ' ' were compelled by any act of Germany 
to resort to arms to defend themselves, there was not a shadow of 
doubt that we would give them our full armed support . . . . 
Germany would be making a tragic mistake if she imagined the 
contrar y.'' Baron von Weizsacker himself observed that '' the 
situation in one respect was e ven worse than last year, as 
Mr. Chamberlain could not again come out to Germany." 
Baron von W eizsacker also discounted the character of Russian help 
to Poland and "thought that the U.S.S.R. would even in the end 
join in sharing the Polish spoils " (No. 48, pp. 88-91). 

Meanwhile, on the 11th August, M. Burckhardt had a conversa­
tion with Herr Hitler at Berchtesgaden at the latter's request, in 
which the question of Danzig and the general Europ ean situation 
were discussed (No. 49, p. 91). Viscount Halifax, who still hoped 
that Herr Hitl er might avoid war, advised the Polish Government 
to make it clear that Lhey remain ed ready for negotiations over 
Danzig (Nos. 50 and 51, pp. 92-93). 
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telephoned instructions to Sir N. Hend erson to inform the German 
Government that the Polish Government were taking steps to 
establish contact with them through the Polish Ambassador in Berlín 
(No. 99, p. 153). At 9 P.M. Britisb summer time tbe German Govern­
ment bad, bowever, broadcast tbeir proposals togetber witb tbe 
stat ement tbat tbey regarded tbem as baving been rejected. Tbey 
bad, however, never been communicated to tbe Polisb Government 
and all means of communication between tbe Polish Ambassador in 
Berlín and the Polish Government bad been cut off. 

As a final attempt to meet tbe German demands, Viscount Halifax 
telegraphed to Sir R. Kennard in the nigbt of the 31st August­
lst September bis view tbat tbe Polish Ambassador in Berlín might 
receive a document for transmission to his Government and might 
say that " (a) if it contained anything like an ultimatum, the Polish 
Government would certainly be unable to discuss on sucb a basis; 
and (b) that, in any case, in tbe view of the Polisb Government, 
questions as to the venue of the negotiations, tbe basis on wbicb tbey 
sho:1ld be held, and the persons to take part in tbem, must be 
discussed and decided between tbe two Governments " (No. 100, 
p. 15·1). 

In answer to this telegram, Sir H. Kennard replied on the 
1st September that 111. Lipski " had already called on the German 
Foreign Minister at 6 ·SO P.M." on the 31st August. "In view of this 
fact, wbich was followed by the German invasion of Poland at dawn 
to-day (1st September), it was clearly useless for me to take the 
action suggested" (No. 101, p. 155). 

These facts were announced to the Rouso of Commons by the 
Prime Mínister on tbe 1st September (No. 105, pp. 157-161). A 
furtb er " explanatory note, u pon the actual course of events," 
reprinted from White Paper (Mise. No. 8 (1939), Cmd. 6102) 
(No. 104, p. 156) sbould be read in connexion witb Herr Hitler's 
versíon of events as given in his speecb of the 1st September to the 
Reicbstag (No. 106, pp. 161-166) and in his proclamation to the 
German army (No. 107, p. 166). 

Reunían of Dan zig with the Reích (S eptember 1). 

On the 1st September Herr Forster announced in a proclamation 
to the people of Danzig tbe reunion of Danzig with the Reicb. He 
telegr.apbed an account of bis action to Herr Hitler, wbo replied at 
once accepting tbe reunion and ratifying tbe so-called legal act by 
whicb it was brougbt about (No. 108, pp. 166-167). 

Act ion tak en by Hi s Majesty' s Government after the receipt of news 
of the Gennan attack on Pola11.d (September 1-3). 

On the 1st September, after His Majesty's Government had 
received news of the German invasion of Poland, Viscount Halifax 
instru cted Sir N. Henderson to inform tbe German Government that 

( XXV ) 

. K doro and France considered that 
the of tbe d (viz., an aggressive act 
the German actwn had create . the independence of Poland) 
of force against J!oland the Governments of tbe United 
wbicb call for the rlaking to Poland to come to her 
Kingdom and France of t e un e Government suspended all aggres­
assistan?e." the dGerm¡n romptly withdrew their from 
Sive actwn agamst Polan ' an p t 1·n the United Kingdom 

. H' M ·esty's Governmen d " 
Polish terntory' 1S . aJ. f lfil their obligations to Polan .. 
would '' without . hes1tatwn ex lain if asked, that thls 
S;.. N Henderson was authonsed tfo p . ' " and was " not to 

.u. • " • th ature o a warnmg, 
communícation was m . e 11 

, , but Víscount Halifax added, 
be considered as an . th t '' if the German reply 1S 
Sir N. Henderson' s own an ultimatum with time­
unsatisfactory, the stagle Wltl. e of war" (Nos. 109 and 110, 
limit or an immedi-ate dec ara wn 

p. the night of -the 
reported that he had d had asked for an immediate 
Herr von Ribbentrop 9 · 30 P a:ed that he would submit the 
answer. Herr von (N P 111 p 169). Meanwhile, on 
communication to Herr Hit er. announced to H.is 
tbe 1st September, the Pohsfth ah the Polish Ambassador m 
Majesty's Government 6·30 P.M. on the 31st August, 
Berlín had seen Herr von RI?be f th Polish Government to enter 
and had readi?ess .· re had been invaded, and the 
into direct negot1atwns, Pohsh Y elled to break off relations 
Polish Government had also Nos. 113 and 
with Germany (No. 112, PP· the l st September Viscount 
pp. 170-172). At 10·50 in London, drew his attentwn 
sent for the German Cbarge dA H' Ma'esty's Government about 
to the reporte which had reached d . lSf J d him that these reporte 
German action an, mJ . 171). 
'' created 11: very d made a stat ement in 

The Pnme Mm1ster on. t \en course of which he said that no 
the House of Commons, m t t to the German Govern­
answer had been received to the cessation of German 
ment on the 1st September' troops from Poland. The 
aggression and the ":It}J.drawal of e of ro osals put forward by 
Prime also mformed t}J.e of but o:ade it 
the Itahan for a could not take part m any 
clear that H1s MaJesty s Gov . eased and German troops were 
conference unless German e 172-l74 ). At 5 A.M. on the 
withdrawn from Poland (No. 116• pp. · t. cted to ask for an inter-
37d September Si7 N to in forro him that, 
v1ew at 9 , err ent had warned the German Govern­
although His l\'laJesty follow if Germany did not suspend 
ment of w lC . wou land no answer had been received 
all aggress1ve actwn agamst tPo H' MaJ·esty's therefore 
from the German Governmen . lS 
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German Government of tbe representations which the British Govern­
ment had made in Warsaw for the avoidance of all frontier incidents 
and urged the German Government to reciprocate (Nos. 83 and 87, 
pp. 140 and 142). They repeated at 6·50 P.M., in view of the 
German insistence on the point, that it was "wholly unreasonable" 
for the German Government to insist upon the arrival in Berlin of 
a Polish representative with full powers to receive German proposals, 
and that they could not advise the Polish GoYernment in this sense. 
They suggested the normal procedure of giving the Polish Ambas­
sador the German proposals for transmission to Warsaw (No. 88, 
p. 142). 

At midnight on the 30th-31st August Sir N. Henderson handed 
to Herr von Ribbentrop t)le full British reply to the German letter 
of the 29th August (No. 78, pp. 135-137). The reply noted the 
German Government's acceptance of the British proposal for direct 
German-Polish discussions, and of the "position of His Majesty's 
Government as to Poland's vital interests and independence." The 
reply also noted that the German Government accepted '' in principie 
the condition that any settlement should be made the subject of an 
international guarantee." IIis Majesty's Government stated that 
they were informing the Polish Government of the German Govern­
ment's reply. "The method of contact and arrangements for 
discussions must obviously be agreed with all urgency between the 
German and Polish Governments, but in His Majesty's Govern­
ment's view it would be impracticable to establish contact so early 
as to-day (i.e., the 30th August) (No. 89, pp. 142-143 ). 

The British reply was also telegraphed to the Polish Government, 
and Viscount Halifax hoped that '' provided the method and general 
arrangement for discussions can be satisfactorily agreed," the Polish 
Government, which )lad authorised His Majesty's Government to say 
that they were prepar ed to enter into direct discussions, would be 
ready to do so without delay (No. 90, pp. 144-145 ). 

In his interview at midnight the 30th-31st August with Herr von 
Bibbentrop, Sir N. Henderson suggested that the German Govern­
ment should adopt the normal procedure of making contact with the 
Polish Government, i. e ., that when the German proposals were ready 
the Polish Ambassador should be invited to call and to receive these 
proposals "for transmission to his Government with a view to the 
immediate opening of negotiations.'' 

"Herr von Ribbentrop's reply was to produce a lengthy document 
which he read out in German aloud at top-speed.'' When His 
Majesty's Ambassador asked for the text of the proposals in the 
document, he was told that it was '' now too late,'' as a Polish 
representative had not arrived in Berlín by midnight (the S0-
31st August). Sir N. Henderson described this procedure as an 
'' ultimatum,'' in spite of the assuranres previously given by the 
German Government. He asked why Herr von Ribbentrop could 
not adopt the normal procedure, give him a copy of the proposals, 
and ask the Polish Ambassador to call on him (Herr von Ribbentrop) 

( XXlll ) 

. t . Herr von Ribbentrop 
. "I the most vwlent erms . . h" " 

to recmve them. n - h p r sh Ambassador to VlSlt liD, 
said that he would ne':er be d if the Polish Ambassador 
though he hinted lt ;rng e l 145-146). -
asked for an interv1ew (No. 92, PP· 

between the Bri.tish and Polish Govern­
Exchange of "th ?·egard to direct negotiations. 

ments on A ugust 3 wt th 
f His Majesty's Government to. e 

On hearing of the ;·eply o . 142-143) on the subject 
German Government. 89, said that he would do evert 
German-Polish M.ff t f His Majesty's 
thing possible to e of s bis Government '' by nndday 
He promised the "considere Later on the 31s.t August 
on the 31st August (N?· 93, hp. Polish Government immedlately to 
Viscount Halifax adv1sed t e . B rn to say that he was ready 
instruct the ;;;posals made by the German 
to transmit to hls ;Jish Government) " ID:ay at. 
Government so that they ( t" for early dlscusslons 

"der them and make sugges wns cons1 . 
(No. 95, p. 147). A aust Sir H. Kennard commumcated 

At 6·30 P.M. on the 31st ub fi t"on of the readiness of the 
h f 1 Polish con rma 1 . G . to London t e orma . to direct discussions Wlth the erman 

Polish Government to m d b Great Britain (No. 97' PP· 
Government on basls now instruct M. Lipski [Polish 
149). M. Beck that either with the (German) 
Ambassador in J to s.ee an the S tate Secretary " in order to 
Minister for Forelgn Aff_ar;:- of direct discnssions, but that the 
establish contact for the lm la wn authorised to receive a document 
Polish Ambassador wonlc1 not lbe . '' in vie'" of past experience, 
containing the German proposa s, smcte,f ultl·matum ,; In M. Beck's 

. . ed by so me sor o . . h fi . t 
it mlaht be arcompam . t t should be made, m t e rs 

o . f al that con ac . 1 h view , , lt was essen .l . f d t "ls ', as to where, wlt 1 w oro, 
· " f the dlSCUSSlOn O e al d " (N 96 1nstance, or . . t. t"ons should be commence 0 · ' 
and on what basJs nego la l 
p. 148). 

Pol ;sl• settl ement. 1Jresent ed to the 
l f r Gennan- ' • · 31 l Gennan propasa¡: o . B .¡· 9·15 P.M. on Auy¡¡st ' a1H 

B .. t" ¡ A ntbas¡;ador tn . e1 HL 1 
n ts L • • of Poland on S epte?nber . 

German tn1iaswn t that the German 
.1 9 1 r.: M on the 31st Augus hi h 

It was not unt1 · o P · · of their proposals, w e 
S .. N Henderson a copy . th 

Government gave 1: · . dl by Herr von B1bbentrop on e 
had been read to lnm so rapl YG t stated that the note 

Th G . an overnmen 
revious night. e . erro . ro osed settlement, but that, as 

the sixteen I_>mnts P,' not only to discuss but to 
the Polish plenipotentlary' :Vl. had not arrived in Berlín, they 
conduct and e<_>nclude to all intents and purp?ses 

.. their A1 11 l' .M. Viscount Halifa.x 
reJected (No. 98· "PP-
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stated that unless satisfactory assurances were received from the 
German Government not later than 11 A.M. a state of war would exist 
between the United Kingdom and Germany (No. 118, p. 175). 

At 11 · 20 A.M. on the 3rd September the German Government 
replied with a statement of their case, concluding with the suggestion 
that His Majestv's Government desirecl the destruction of the German 
people, and with the words '' we shall answer any aggressive action on 
th@ part of England witp the same weapons and i!). the same form '' 
(No. 119, pp. 175-178). Shortly afterwards the Prime Minister 
announced in the House of Commons that Great Britain was at war 
with Germany (No. 120, pp. 178-179). This section of the documents 
concludes with Herr Hitler's proclamations of the 3rcl September to 
the German people and to the German army (No. 121, pp. 179-181). 

Attempts at mediation by other States. 
The full text is given of the exchange of messages between the 

President of the United States of America and His Majesty the King 
of Italy (Nos. 122 and 123, pp. 181-182); the President of the 
United S tates of America and the President of Poland; and the 
messages of the President of the United States of America to 
Herr Hitler (Nos. 124-127, pp. 182-185); the broadcast appeal of 
the 23rd August by His l\fajesty the King of the Belgians in the 
name of the Heacls of States of the Oslo Group of Powers and the 
replies (Nos. 128-133, pp. 185-188); the joint offer of mediation by 
His Majesty the King of the Belgians, and Her Majesty the Queen 
of the Netherlands and the replies (Nos. 134-138, pp. 188-190); the 
broadcast appeal of the 24th August by His Holiness the Pope with 
the reply of His Majesty's Government and telegrams describing a 
last peace attempt by the Pope on the 31st August, together with His 
Majesty's Government's reaction, are also given in full (Nos. 139-142, 
pp. 190-193). 

A communiqué issued by the official Italian Stefani news agency 
on the 4th September recording the efforts made by the Italian 
Government to maintain peace is published as the last document in 
this chapter (Ko. 143, pp. 193-194). 

The final Document (No. 144, pp. 194-195) is the Prime 
Minister's broadcast of the 4th Reptember, 1939, to the German 
People. 
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. t of Principal Persons mentioned in the Documents, showing their . 

Official Posit10ns. 

------ - -

UNITED KINGDOliL 

Prime Minister 
Secretary of State for Foreign 

Affairs 
Secretary of State for Foreign 

Affairs in 1914 .. · . 
Secretary of State for Formgn 

Affairs in 1935 .. · · · · .... · 
Leader of His Majesty's Opposihon 
Polish Ambassador 
German Ambassaclor . · · · 
German Chargé d' Affmres 

Mr. Neville Chamberlain. 

Viscount Halifax. 

Sir Edward Grey· 

Sir Samuel Hoare. 
l\Ir. C. B. Atlee. . 
Count Edward Raczynsk1. 
Herr von Dirksen. 
Dr. Kordt. 

FnANCE. 

President of the Council . · · M. Daladier. 

POJ"AND. 

Polish Statesman · · · 
Polish Statesman and Insp ector-

General of Polish Arm7 
Minister for Foreign Affall's . 
Vice-Minister for Foreign Affan·s 
Hritish Ambassador . · · · 
British Chargé d' Affau:es · · · 

(Tho late ) Marshal Pilsudski. 

:Marshal Smigly-Bydz. 
M. J osef Beck. 
M. Arciszewski. 
Sir H. Kennard. 
Mr. Norton. 

DANZIG. 

League of Nations High Commis-
sioner . . · · · · · · · 

Polish Commissioner-General 
Nazi Gauleiter 
President of Sena te . · · · 
State Counsellor dealmg with 

Foreign Belations 
British Consul-General 
Acting British Consul-General 

(from 10th J uly) 

M. Burckhardt. 
M. Chodacki. 
Herr li'orster. 
Herr Greiser. 

Dr. Boettcher. 
Mr. G. Shepherd. 

Mr. F. M. Shepherd. 
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• GERMANY. 
Pni?e Minister of Prussia &e 

Ieader and Deputy' to · th. Field-Marshal Goring. 
Fuhrer ... e 

for ... 
Mm1ster for Foreign Affairs 
State at Ministry for 

Herr Hess. 
Dr. Goebbels. 
Herr von Ribbentrop. 

Foreign Affairs ... 
at for Baron von Weizsacker. 

Foreign Affairs ... 
O:fficial_Jnterpreter at Dr. Keppler. 

Fore1gn Affairs ... 
Former Minister for Dr. Schmidt. 

Affairs . Foreign 
British · 
Polish Ambassador 

Freiherr von Neurath 
Sir Nevile Henderson". 
M. Josef Lipski. 

SOVIET UNION. 
Leading Statesman 
p · M. Stalin. 

nme Minister and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs ... 

M. Molotov. 

CZECHO- SLOVAKIA 
Former President · 
President (after Dr. Benes. 

ment) 

Duce 
British · 

British Minister 

British Ambassador 

British Minister 

Dr. Hacha. 

hALY. 

Signor Mussolini 
Sir P. Loraine. · 

HOLY SEE. 

Mr. Osborne. 

BELGIUM. 

Sir R. Clive. 

N ETHERLANDS. 

Sir N. Bland. 

LITHUANIA. 
British Chargé d' Affaires . . . 11 ,r .tur. Presten. 
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DOCUMENTS CONCERNING GERMAN-POLISH RELATIONS AND 
THE ÜUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN 
AND GERMANY ON SEPTEMBER 3, 1939. 

No. l. 

Text of German-Polish Agreement of January 26, i93ll. 

(Translation.) 
The German Government and the Polish Government consider 

that the time has come to introduce a new phase in the political 
relations between Germany and Poland by a dircct understanding 
between State and State. They have, 'therefore, decided to lay down 
the principies for the future development of these relations in the 
present declaration. 

The two Governments base their action on the fact that the 
maintenance and guarantee of a lasting peace between their countries 
is an essential pre-condition for the general peace of Europe. 

They have therefore decided to base their mutual relations on the 
principies laid down in the Pact of Paria of the 27th August, 1928, 
and propose to define more exactly the application of these principies 
in so far as the relations between Germany and Poland are concerned. 

Each of the two Governments, therefore, laya it down that the 
international obligations undertaken by it towards a third party do 
not hinder the peaceful development of their mutual relations, do not 
conflict with the present declaration, and are not affected by this 
declaration. They establish, moreover, that this declaration does not 
extend to those questions which under international },aw are to be 
regarded exclusively as the interna} concern of one of the two States. 

Both Governments announce their intention to settle directly all 
questions of whatever sort which concern their mutual relations. 

Should any disputes arise between them and agreement thereon 
not be reached by direct negotiation, they will in each particular case, 
on the basis of mutual agreement, seek a solution by other peaceful 
means, without prejudice to the possibility of applying, if necessary, 
those methods of procedure in which provision is made for such cases 
in other agreements in force between them. In no circumstances, 
however, will they proceed to the application of force for the purpose 
of reaching a decision in such disputes. 

The guarantee of peace created by these principies will facilitate 
the great task of both Governments of finding a solution for problema 
of political, economic and social kinds, based on a just and fair 
adjustment of the interests of both parties. 

Both Governments are convinced that the relations between their 
countries will in this manner develop fruitfully, and will Iead to the 
establishment of a neighbourly relationship which will contribute to 
the well-being not only of both their countries, but of the other 
peoples of Europe as well. 
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. 'l'he. present declaration shall be ratified, and the instrumenta of 
be in as soon as possible. 

h 'Ihe declaratwn IS vahd for .a penod of ten years, reckoned from 
t. e day of the ex?ha:r:ge of the mstruments of ratifioation. 
. If the declaratwn IS not denounced by one of the two Governments 

s1x months before the expiration of this period, it will continue in 
force, can be denounced by either Government at any time 
o
8

n notiCe of months being given. Made in duplicate in the 
erman and Pohsh J.anguages. 

Be1·lin, January 26, 1934. 

For the German Government : 
FREIHERR voN NEURATB. 

For the Polish Government : 
JOSEF LIPSKI. 

Herr Hitler since the German-Polish Agreement 
h1s satisfaction at the fmproYement in German-Polish 

relatiOns. 

No. 2. 

( Translation.) 
Reichstag Speech, May 21, 1935. 

h. "WE ":ith the understanding and the heartfelt friend­
s of true Na.twnahsts, the Polish State as the home of a !Zreat 
natwnally-conscwus people." o ' 

"The German Reich in particular, the present German 
Government,. have no. other w1sh than to live on friendly and peace­
able terms w1th all ne1ghbouring S tates.'' 

No. 3. 

('rranslation.) 
Reichstag Speech, March 7, 1936. 

. '' would .li.ke the German people to learn to see in other nations 
reaht1es which a visionary may well like to · h b t 

b h t b · h d w1s away, u 
w 10 canno e WIS e av.:ay. I should like them to realise that it is 

to try and bnng these historical realities into opposition 
7t. t e of their vital interests and to their understandable 
e a1ms to I would therefore like the German people to under­
stand. the .mner motives of National Socialist foreign policy which 

It pamful the outlet to the sea of a peop1e of 35 mihions is 
Situate? on formerly belonging to the Reich, but which 
recogmses that 1t 1s unreasonable and impossible to deny a State of 

S 

such a size as this any outlet to the sea at all . . . . It is possible 
that politicians, particularly by invoking might, may cany out such 
violations of national interests; but the more frequently this happens, 
the greater becomes the pressure for an outlet of the excited and 
constrained powers and energies.'' 

No. 4. 

Reichstag Speech, Janvary SO, 19S7. 
(Translation.) 

'' By a series of agreements we ha ve removed existing tensions and 
thereby contributed considerably to an improvement in the European 
atmosphere. I merely recall our agreement with Poland, which has 
worked out to the advantage of both sides . . . . And to my own 
fellow-citizens I would say that the Polish nation and the Polish State 
have also become a reality . . . . The peoples of these States 
(i.e., Italy, Poland and the Balkan States) desire to live and they will 
live." 

No. 5. 

Reichstag Speech, February 20, 19S8. 
( Transla tion.) 

'' It fills us, in the fifth year following the first great foreign poli ti cal 
agreement of the Reich, with sincere gratification to be able to 
establish that in our relationship to the State with which we had 
perhaps the greatest differences, not only has there been a détente, 
but that in the course of these years a constant improvement in 
relations has taken place. I know perfectly well that this was above 
all attributable to the circumstance that at the time there was no 
Western parliamentarism in Warsaw, but a Polish field-marshal, who 
as an eminent personality felt the significance, so important to 
Europe, of such a Germano-Polish détente. This good work, which 
had been doubted by so many at the time, has meanwhile stood the 
test, and I may say that, since the League of Nations finally gave up 
its perpetua! attempts to unsettle Danzig and appointed in the new 
commissioner a man of great personal attainments, this most 
dangerous spot from the point of view of European peace has entirely 
lost its menacing character. The Polish S tate respecta the national 
conditions in this State, and both the city of Danzig and Germany 
respect Polish rights. And so the way to a friendly understanding 
has been successfully paved, an understanding which, starting from 
Danzig, has to-day succeeded in spite of the attempts of certain 
mischief-makers in finally taking the poison out of the relations 
between Germany and Poland and transforming tbem into a sincere, 
friendly co-operation.'' 
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No. 6. 

Archivo 
Hic;tórico 

Speech at Nuremberg, September 14, 1938. 

(Translation.) 
" In Poland a great patriot and a great statesman was ready to 

make an accord with Germany; we immediately proceeded to action 
and completed an agreement which was of greater importance to the 
peace of Europe than all the chattering in the temple of the League 
of Nations at Geneva." 

No. 7. 

Speech in the Sportpalast, Septembe?· 26, 1938. 

(Translation.) 
" The most diflicult problem with which I was confronted was that 

of our relations with Poland. There was a danger that Poles and 
Germana would regard each other as hereditary enemies. I wanted 
to prevent this. I know well enough that I should not have been 
successful if Poland had had a democratic Constitution. For these 
democracies which indulge in phrases about peace are the most 
bloodthirsty war agitators. In Poland there ruled no democracy, 
but a man; and with him I succeeded, in precisely twelve months, 
in coming to an agreement which, for ten years in the first instance, 
entirely removed the danger of a conflict. We are all convinced 
that this agreement will bring lasting pacification. We realise that 
here are two peoples which must live together and neither of which 
can do away with the other. A people of 33 millions will always 
strive for an outlet to the sea. A way for understanding, then, had 
to be found ; it has been found ; and it will be ever further extended. 
Certainly things were hard in this area. The nationalities and small 
national groups frequently quarrelled among themselves. But the 
main fact is that the two Governments, and all reasonable and 
clear-sighted persons among the two peoples and in the two countries, 
possess the firm will and determination to improve their relations. 
It was a real work of peace, of more worth than all the chattering 
in the League of N ations Palace at Geneva." 

No. 8. 

Reichstag Speech, J anuary 30, 1939. 
(Translation.) 

'' We ha ve just celebrated the fifth anniversary of the conclusion 
of our non-aggression pact with Poland. There can scarcely be any 
difference of opinion to-day among the true friends of peace with 
regard to the value of this agreement. One only needs to ask 
oneself what might have happened to Europe if this agreement, which 
brought such relief, had not been entered into five years ago. In 

5 
. h l d atriot rendered his people 

signing it, this d ars National Socialist State 
just as great a servlce as t 1:. the troubled months of the 
rendered the peof G rmany and Poland was one of 
past year frf life of Europe.'' 
the reassunng a 

lf g from German actlon 
Deterioration in European Sslituakat!on 15, 1939. 

against Czecho- OY Ia 

No. 9. 

1 March 17, 1939. 

S h b 
the Prime Minister at Birming ¡am on 

peec y . 
. lk t ou upon a variety of subJects, 

I HAD intended to-mght to ta o Y. 1 service and upon finance. 
d d employment upon socm ' h' k 

upon tra e an '·hich have been taking place t lS wee 
But the tremendous events w . . 1 . nto the background, and 1 
in Europe ha ve thrown e se t \n this hall but are listening 
feel that what you, and w o are of the views of His 
t<> me, will want to hear e and the implications of those 
Majesty's Government as to e na ur 
events. . . 'nion in the world has received a 

One thing is certam. Public bo!:n administered to it, even by the 
sharper shock than has ever t be the ultimate effects of 
present régime. in Germany. ' a cannot yet be foretold, but 
this profound o: rr:en in its results upon the future. 
1 am sure that lt must be ar-reac g 't ·n the House of Commons. 
Last Wednesday we had troops entered Czecho­
That was the day on w lC f l l the Government, were at e. 
Slovakia, and all of us, {ar ar lhat we had was only partial; 
disadvant.age, time to digest it, much less to 
much of lt w:as uno c:a. · . And so it necessarily 
form a considered opmwn nment with all the responsi-
that 1, speaking on behalf 0 t. over bli to confine myself to 
bility that attaches to that positlOn, 0 ng what at the time 1 felt 
a very restrained ar:d cautious perhaps naturally, that 
1 could make but httle commen ary. ' . e to a misapprehen-

d b. t' statement gave ns 
s?mewhat cool an that because 1 spoke quietly, 
Blon, and sorne e g . therefore my colleagues and 1 dld 
1 gave little expresswn to feebl:ngt, 1 ho e to correct that mistake 
not feel strongly on the su lec . p 

to-night. th. fi t about an argument which has 
But 1 want to say sorne mg rs. d in that debate e.nd 

developed out of. and :r press. It has 'been 
has appeared smc.e m Czecho-Slovakia we.s the direct 
suggested that thhls 1 opaid to Germany 1ast autumn, and 
consequence of t e VlSl w lC o 

[19940] 
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and which, if it had been allowed to grow, might have made this 
Y for the return of all Europe to sanity and stabilit 

It 1
S only s1x weeks ago that I was speaking in this cit · aJa 

that I to and suspicions which I said ough['to be 
a"ay. I out that any demand to domínat e the world 

y orce was one whiCh the democracies must resist and . I add d 
that I could not that such a challenge was int¿nded b e 
no Government with the interests of its own eo le at he' ecause 
expose th.em for su.ch a claim to the horrors o/ war. art could 

lessons ohf history for all to read , it seems 
. s ou. see suc a challenge. I feel bound to 

repeat .that, whlle. I am not prepared to engage this countr b ne 
unspemfied comm1tments operating under conditions which y w 
now be foreseen, yet no greater mistake could be made 
suppose that, because it believes war to be a sensel d to 

nation so its fibre that it will not to t:mgt 
a challenge if it ever were n;;r 

the that I have not merely the support, 
women but I shall h 1 mhy fellow-countrymen and country-

' ave a so t e approval of the h 1 B .. h 
Empire and of all other nations wh l . w. o e ntis 
value freedom even more. o va ue peace, mdeed, but who 

--------

No. 10. 

Speech by tll c Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in the House 
of Lords on March 20, 1939. 

th lT is quite true, as both the noble Lord who spoke first and 
ha ve said, that recent events ha ve been a profound 

it It a mg people in this country and very far outside 
a .short may aps be of use if with all brevity I give the House 

narrat1ve m order to make sure we have the settin correct 
has passed during the last few days. The g German 

:
1 

and Moravia began on. the 
incident It . t 'b b s codmpleted, as we know, Without senous 
. . · 1s o e o serve -and the fact is surely not without 

SJgnificance-t?at the towns of Mahrisch-Ostrau and Vitkovice were 
actually occup1ed by. German S. S. detachments on the evenin of 
the 14th whlle and the Foreign of 
Czecho-Slovak1a were st1ll on the1r way to Be 1· d b f 
d. · h d r m an e ore anv 

1scusswn a taken place. On the 16th March FI H.tl · · th d to h · err 1 er Issued 
e ecree, w ICh the noble Marquess has just referred procla· · 

that the former Czecho-Slovak territory occupied by G' :mmg 
henceforth to the German Reich and ca ermand roops 
under the title of '' The Protectora te of mBe hun. er Itds 

MoraVIa. '' o em1a an 
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It is not necessary to recapitnlate the terms of that decree-it 
has been published-but it should be noted that, while the head of 
the Administration now to be set up is said to hold the rank of Head 
of State, and while the protectorate is said to be autonomous and 
self-administering, a Reich protector is resident in Prague with full 
powers of veto on legislation. Foreign affairs and the protection vf 
nationals abroad devolve on the German Government, which will also 
maintain military garrisons and establishments in the protectorate. 
The protectorate is, further, in the German Customs Union, and, 
finally, the German Government can issue decrees valid in the 
protectorate and take any measures for the preservation of security 
and order. Perhaps I might quote one short article which seems 
to me t<> sum up the situation. It says :-

'' The Protectora te of Bohemia and Mora vi a shall exercise its 
sovereign rights in consonance with the political, military and 
eeonomic importan ce of the Reich.'' 

As to Slovakia, the independence of Slovakia was proclaimed on the 
14th March, but at the request of Dr. Tiso, the head of the Slovak 
State, Herr Hitler has undertaken to place Slovakia under German 
protection and the military occupation of the territory by German 
troops is now proceeding. As regards Ruthenia, the occupation of 
Ruthenia by Hungary, which began on the 14th March, has also pro­
ceeded. By the 16th March the Hungarian troops had reached the 
Polish frontier and had virtually completed the occupation of the 
province. Therefore, as a result of these several actions, the dis­
memberment of Czecho-Slovakia may be said now to be complete. 

Before I come to sorne one or two of the things that fell from the 
noble Lord who moved, I would like to say something as to the 
grounds on which the German Government seek to justify the action 
that they have taken. The im.mediate cause of the present crisis in 
Central Eur ope originated in Slovakia, and it is claimed that the 
German Government was entitled to int ervene on receiving the request 
for assistance from the dismissed Slovak Prime lVlinister. As your 
Lordships are well aware, there has always been a party in Slovakia 
which advocated autonomy. That autonomy was, in fact, achieved 
after Munich in agreement between the various Slovak parties and 
the Central Government in Prague. The extremist elements in 
Slovakia, however, were not satisfied with these arrangements, but on 
all the evidence that is available to me I find it impossible to believe 
that the sudden decision of certain Slovak leaders to break off from 
Prague, which was followed so closely by their appeal for protection 
to the German Reich, was reached independently of outside in:fiuence. 

It is said that German intervention in Czecho-Slovakia was 
justified owing to the oppression of the Germany minority by the 
Czechs. But, as a matter of fact again, it was only very shortly before 
Herr Hitler's ultimatum to the Czech President that the German 
press began to renew its campaign of last summer about the alleged 
Czech brutalities against German citizens. Actually the position of 
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by others, and therefore, after Munich, our defence programme was 
actually accelerat ed, and it was expanded so as to remedy certain 
wealmesses which had become appa.rent during the crisis. I am 
convinced that after Munich the great majority of British people 
shared my hope, and ardently desired that that policy should be 
carried further. But to-day I share their disappointment, their 
indignation, that those hopea have been so wantonly shattered. 

How can these events this week be reconciled with those 
assurances which I ha ve read out to you? Surely, as a joint 
signatory of the Munich Agreement , I was entitled, if Herr Hitler 
thought it ought to be undone, to that consultation which is provided 
for in the Munich declaration. Instead of that he has taken the law 
into his own hands. nefore even the Czech President was received, 
and confrontad with demanda which he had no power to resist, the 
German troops were on the move, and within a few hours they were 
in the Czech capital. 

According to the proclamation which was read out in Prague 
yesterday, Bohemia and Moravia have been annexed to the German 
Reich. Non-German inhabitants, who, of course, include the Czechs, 
are placed under the German Protector in the German Protectorate. 
They are to be subject to the political, military and economic needs 
of the Reich. They are called self-governing States, but the Reich 
is to take charge of their foreign policy, their customs and their 
excise, their bank reserves, and the equipment of the disarmed Czech 
forces. Perhaps most sinister of all, we hear again of the appearance 
of the Gestapo, the secret police, followed by the usual tale of whole­
sale arresta of prominent individuals, with consequences with which 
we are all familiar. 

Every man and woman in this country who remembers the fate 
of the J ews and t_he political prisoners in Austria must be filled to-da y 
with distress and foreboding. Who can fail to feel his heart go out 
in sympathy to the proud and brave people who have so suddenly 
been subjected to this invasion, whose liberties are curtailed, whose 
national independence has gone? What has become of this declara­
tion of '' No further territorial ambition ''? What has become of 
the assurance " We don't want Czechs in the Reich "? What regard 
had been paid here to that principie of self-determination on which 
Herr Hitler argued so vehemently with me at Berchtesgaden when 
he was asking for the severance of Sudetenland from Czecho-Slovakia 
and its inclusion in the German Reich? 

Now we are t<Jld that this seizure of territory has been necessi­
tated by disturbances in Czecho-Slovakia. We are told that the 
proclamation of this new German Protectorate against the will of its 
inhabitants has been rendered inevitabl e by disorders which 
threatened the peace and security of her mighty neighbour. If there 
were disorders, were they not fomented from without? And can 
anybody outside Germany take seriously the idea that they could 
be a danger to that great country, that they could provide any 
justification for what has happened? 

u 
. . bl · · n our minds, if it is so 

Does not the question mevüa J: 1 assurances so solemnly 
easy to discover good reasons ff.r Ignonngbe placed upon any other 
and so repeat edly given, what re 1ance can ? 

h f 0 m the same source 
assuranc es t at come r o hoch almost inevitably must 

is anoother set of others, perhaps even in 
occur m our mmds and to d r her resent régime, has sprung 
German y herselfo Germany,. un on t?e world. The Rhin eland, 
a series of unpleasant surpnses p o f Sudet enland-all these 
the Austrian Anschluss, the ? n throu ahout the world. 
things shocked and k 

1
c to methods whi:h 

Yet, however much we m1g a e re was somethin g to be sa1d, 
were adopted in each of cases, o or of just claims too long 
whether on account of rac:al y aid for the necessity of a 
resisted-ther e was to e s 
chanae in the cxisting sü nabono k 1 this week in complete 

the v;hich Governm ent itself 
disregard of the pnnc:ples la1d Y and they must cause us all 
seem to fall into a d of an old adventure' or 18 
be asking ourselves : 1s ;1s e en 
it the beginning of a new? all State, or is it to be followed 

'' Is this the a.ttack u pon a sm. the direction of an attempt 
by others? Is th1s, m fact,. a m 
to domínate the world by t" 1 am not going to answer 

Those are grave and senous ques ire the grave and serious 
them to-night. But 1 am sure they hbours, but of others, 
consideration not only of Already there. 
perhaps even beyond the coh b and it is obvious that It 18 
indications that the procesa as egun, 
likely now to be s:peeded uli t . first to our partners in the British 

We ourselves wül Y urn F to whom we are so 
Commonwealth of Natwns too, knowing that 
closely bound.' .and 1 hdav.e noh t oes on in South-Eastern Europe! 
we are not d1smtereste m w a g d . 

. . h t h our counsel and a vwe. . . . h t 
will WJS o ave t all review the posltwn wlth t a 

In our own v:e ravit demande. Nothing must be 
sense of respons1b1hty t be!rs u pon the national safety. 
excluded from that re7-ew must be looked at again from 
Every aspect of our na wna 1 s must bear the main respons1-

The will wish to review their own 
but I knowd tt "der again if they have done all they can 

pos1tl0n, too, an o consi 
to offer their se:vice who will question my sincerity 

I do not behev_e t ere 1s uld not sacrifica for peace. 
when 1 say. there ;x:Zpt, and that is the liberty 
But there 1S one . mg h d d of ears and which we will never 
that we have enjord t':u feel 'called upo? to make such 
surrender: t' . o th of the extent to wh1ch these 
a declaratwn-t a 1S fied hich was just beginning to show 1LB 
have shattered the con ence w o S 
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that, since the resu_lt of these events has been to tear up the settle­
n;ent that was arnved at at Munich, that provea that the whol 
Circumstances of_ those visita :rere w:·ong. It is said that, as this wa: 

p_ohcy of the Pnme Mmister, the blame for the fate of 
zec o- must upon bis shoulders. That is an entirelv 

unwarran a e concluswn. The facts as they are to-da cannO't 
t we as they were last September. If I was then 

a; s l ng t now. Then there are sorne people who say. " W, 
wrong in September, and now we ha;e 

Let me examine When I decided to go to German I never 
thtt I _gomg to escape criticism. Indeed, I dTd not ao 

ere o ge popu anty. I went there first and foremost because in 
to be an almost situation, that seemed to, me 

. . t e only of avertmg a European war. And I miaht 
yon _that, when 1t was first announced that I , · 0 

vowe was ra d · ·t· · Vi as gomg not a 
lSe en ICism. Everyone applauded that effort 'rt . 

1t apl?eared that the results of the final 

.w.:s !he 
not -:envislt, It was the term.s of settlement that were disapproved. as 

e ' I have never demed that the terms which I bl 
ai Muni?h were not those that I myself would 

.u ' as then, ! had to deal with no new problem. 
wasbfomethmg that had existed ever since the Treaty of V ersailles-

if only the 
VIe7s of their dnty. It had become like a 
nheg and a surgical operation was necessary to save the l"f ngf 
t e pat1ent. 1 e o 

h first and }he most immediate object of m y visit was 
ac Ie;e . e peace of Europe was saved. and .f .t h d b 

th_ose visits: hundreds of thousands of 
m moun_ung for the fiower of Europe's best manhood. I 

l e once agam to express my grateful thanks to all thos 
who ha':'e written me from all over the world to ex :e 
and their of what 1 did then and of wh thhmr 

een trymg to do smce. a ave 
Re'ally I have no need to defend mv visits t G . 

alternative? Nothing 
no mg at rance could have done or Huss· Id h d ' 

ha'i: Javebd from 
. l we a su sequently gone to war to pun· h G . f . 

and if aíter the frightful losses orb her 
mfhcted_ upon all partakers in the war we had been 
end, never could we have reconstructed Czecho-Sl k" h e 
framed by the Treaty of Versailles. ova Ia as s e was 

But I had another purpose t · · 
to further the policy which I gomg t? Munich.. That was 

en pursumg ever smce I hsve 

i 

been in my present position-a policy which is sometimes called 
European appeasement, although I do not think myself that that 
is a very happy term or one which accurately describes its purpose. 
If that policy were to succeed, it was essential that no Power should 
seek to obtain a general domination of Europe; but that each one 
should be contentad to obtain reasonable facilities for developing 
its own resources, securing its own share of international trade, and 
improving the conditions of its own people. I felt that, although that 
might well mean a clash of interests between different States, never­
theless, by the exercise of mutual goodwill and understanding of what 
were the limits of the desires of others, it should be possible to 
resolve all differences by discussion and without armed confl.ict. 
I hoped in going to Munich to find out by personal contact what 
was in Herr Hitler's mind, and whether it was likely that he would 
be willing to co-operate in a programme of that kind. Well, the 
atmosphere in which our discussions were conducted was not a very 
favourable one, beca use we were in the middle of an acute crisis; but, 
nevertheless, in the intervals between more official conversations I 
had sorne opportunities of talking with him and of hearing his views, 
and I thought that resulta were not altogether unsatisfactory. 

When I carne back after my second visit I told the House of 
Commons of a conversation I had had with Herr Hitler, of which I 
said that, speaking with great earnestness, he repeated v.·hat he had 
already said at Berchtesgaden-namely, that this was the last of his 
tenitorial ambitions in Europe, and that he had no wish to include 
in the Reich people of other races than German. Herr Hitler 
himself confirmed this account of the conversation in the speech 
which he made at the Sportpalast in Berlín, when he said : " This is 
the last territorial claim which I ha ve to make in Europe." And a 
little la ter in the same speech he said : '' 1 ha ve assured 
Mr. Chamberlain, and 1 emphasise it now. that when this problem 
is solved Germany has no more territorial problema in Europe.'' 
And he added : '' I shall not be interested in the Czech S tate any 
more, and I can guarantee it. We don't want any Czechs any 
more.'' 

And then in the Munich Agreement itself, which bears Herr 
Hitler's signatura, there is this clause: " The final determination 
of the frontiers will be carried out by the international commission '' 
-the final determination. And, lastly, in that declaration which he 
and I signed together at 1\funich. we declared that any other question 
which might concern onr two countries should be dealt with by thu 
method of consultation. 

Well, in view of those repeated assurances, given voluntarily to 
me, I considerad myself justified in founding a hope upon them that 
once this Czecho-Slovakian question was settled, as it seemed at 
.Munich it would be, it would be possible to carry farther that policy 
of appeasement which I have described. But, notwithstanding , at the 
same time I was not prepared to relax precautions until I was 
sat.isfied that the policy had been established and had been accepted 
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the German minority, which is about 250,000, would appear, since 
the Munich Agreement, to have been one of what be .termed 
exceptional privilege. Notwithstanding the right of optwn whwh had 
been accorded by arti cle 7 of that agreement, the members of the 
German minority were encouraged to remain in Czecho-Sl?v.akia in 
order that they might form useful centres of German act1v1ty and 
propaganda; and advice to that effect was given to the minority by 
its leader. 

It was as a result of the German-Czecho-Slovak Agreement for 
the mutual protection of minorities that the German Government 
obtained the legal right to take a direct interest in the treatment of 
their minority in Czecho-Slovakia. That minority at once obtained 
the riaht to set up separate organisations, and the Czecho-Slovak 

Eiubsequently agreed that the German National Socialist 
Party in Czecho-Slovakia should be given full liberty to pursue its 
activities in Bohemia and Moravia. It is diffi.cult to avoid the con­
clusion that the bulk of the incidente which occurred before the 
German invasion weTe deliberately provoked and that the effects were 
greatly magnified. It must be added in fairness that the Czecho­
Slovak authorities received orders to act, and did act, with great 
restraint in the face of that provocation. It is not necessary, I think, 
to say much upon the assertion that the Czecho-Slovak President 
really assented to the subjugation of his people. In view of the 
circumstances in which he carne to Berlin, and of the occupation of 
Czech territory which had already taken place, I think most sensible 
people must conclude that there was little pretence of negotiation, 
and that it is more probable that the Czech representatives were 
presented with an ultimatum under the threat of violenoo, and that 
they capitulated in order to save their people from the horror s of a 
swift and destructive aerial bombardment. 

Finally, it is said that Germany was in sorne danger from Czecho­
Slovakia. But surely the German Government itself can hardly have 
expected that that contention could be seriously entertained in any 
quarter. Indeed, if I may sum up my own thought on these various 
explorations, I could wish that, instead of the communications and 
explanations which ha ve been issued and which carry scant conviction, 
German superior foTce had been frankly acknowledged as the supreme 
arbiter that in fact it was. 

In these circumstances, as you are aware, His Majesty's Govern­
ment thought fit at once to take certain action. Rere I touch a point 
which was touched both by the noble Lord who moved and by the 
noble Marquesa who followed him. His Majesty's Government imme­
diately suspended the visit of the President of the Board of Trade and 
the Secretary of the Department of Overseas Trade to Berlín, by 
means of which it had been hoped that Ris Majesty's Government 
could directly intervene in those unofficial contacta of industrial repre­
sentatives which were at that very moment taking place. We felt, 
and feel, as I think I said in my statement a few days ago, that in 
the circumstances which have arisen any development of our efforts in 
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bl Marquesa said frankly out of the 

that direction was, as the to e the things 'had to be and must 
quest.ion,. and that an M:·esty's Government, as your 
remam mdefimtely postponed. ll d to ;eport Ilis Majesty's Ambas­
Lordships als? know' country yesterday. 
sador in Berlm, and he reache t' l steps we have lodged a formal 

Further than those two prac wa t . th'e sense of informing them 
. h th G man Governmen m 1 protest wlt e er ts of the last few days as a comp ete 

that we cannot but even t and a denial of the spirit in 
repudiation of the. Mumc bound themselves to 
which the negotlators of that r We have also taken occasion 
co-operate for. a peaceful in Czecho-Slovakia by German 
to protest a&amst the that, in our view' those changes 
military actwn, have 1' 1 th' k therefore that we may cla1m 
devoid of any bas1s of lega ¿ty · ! n no doubt of the attitude of 
to have left the German I do not cherish any 
His Majesty's Government, the effect of protesta, I think your 
exaggerated pes whbat md aytl e . ght that such pro tests should be 
Lordships wlll feel lt a un an y n 

registered. . t' een efforts made by German apologista 
I have from tJme to sG ·nment by sorne reference to the 
. 'f h t' of t elr over . d to JUStl y t e ac lOn . . . . It is not necessary to remm 

past history of Bntlsh British Empire is conducted is 
you that the pnnClple on w lC Wherever we have been in the world, 
education in self-governmf efnt.d d of self-aovernment, and our 

l ft t '1 0 ree om an ,., . d we have e a ral. 'th the suppression of hberty an 
d h th' g ln common Wl l d recor as no m h r tic al developments had a rea y 

independence of people . w P? 1 
ment of those opportunities for 

brought to the o that what has happened 
self-expresswn. !t ?as a so interest concern to this country. It 
in Czecho-Slovak1a lB of no · d that for reasons of . th t have always recogmse , . 
is qmte a we . m·man must from sorne points of vlew 

¡f for dn? or South-Eastern than 
be more mtereste m zec o th t ral :field for the expanswn of 

. 1 es It was e na u . ·t we are Otuse v . . f tb fact that cbanges m any par 
German trade. :lsewhere. the position entn·ely 
of Europe produce p f t d 'th the arbitrary suppresswn of an 
changed when we a;e e; \on; and bv the violation of what 
independent soverelgn a e t y rule; of conduct. 
I must regard as the arihe liaht of these events His Majesty' s 

It is natural enoug 1 a m the Lord told them this after-
Government shonld. be toMld, a traal·c mistake I cannot, of 

h t tl r cy o{ r umc was ,., . . . . . 
noon, t a . le po 1 h ble Lord upon an expresswn of opmwn 
course. clalm to correct t e no . ect him I think, on one 
which he holds, but. I Re to the policy 
limited observaban that from h · 1 po1l'cy If by that he 

P · M' ster as a persona · . 
pursued by t_he nme .mJ to which the Prime Minister had giv<>n 
means that 1t was a . t' nd resolution that he possessed. 
every ounce energy, '1tmh he suggests that it was a poliry 
I should not disagree Wl , liD, t 
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that was pursued without the fullest co-operaion of myself as Foreign 
Secretary, and of every member of His Majesty's Government, 
I must take leave . to oppose to what he said the most emphatw 
contradiction. 

My Lords, the Munich Settlement, which was approved by this 
House and in another place, was accepted by His Majesty's Govern­
ment for tw\3 purposes, quite distinct. The first purpose was to effect 
a settlement, as fair as might be in all the extremely difficult circum­
stances of that time, of a problem which was a real one, and of 
which the treatment was an urgent necessity if the peace of Europe 
was to be preserved. As to that, I would say, as I have eaid before 
in this House, that I have no doubt whatever that His Majesty's 
Government were right, in the light of all the information availablo 
to them, to take the course they did. The second purpose of Municlt 
was to build a Europe more secure, upon the basis of freely accepte1l 
consultation as the means by which all future differences might be 
adjusted; ,and that long-term purpol'le, my Lords, has been, as we 
have come to observe, disastrously belied by events. We are charged 
with having too readily believed the assurances which were given by 
Herr Hitler-thll!t after Munich he had no further territorial 
ambitions, and no desire to incorporate non-German elements in the 
Reich. 'fhe noble Lord referred to the Prime Minister as the 
'· too-simple Prime Minister." I can assure your Lordships that 
neith er the Prime Minister nor I, myself, nor any member of His 
Majesty's Government, has failed at any moment to be acutely 
conscious of the difference between beliefs and hope. It was surely 
Iegitimate and right to have hopes. But we have always acted-and 
I challenge any noble Lord 'to produce any evidence to the contrary­
in the knowledge that only with time can hope be convert ed into sure 
beliefs. 

It is no doubt the case that previous assurances had been broken, 
whatever justi:fication might have been advanced by Herr Hitler, on 
the grounds of his mission, as he conceives it, to incorporate 
ex-German territory and predominantly German areas in the Reich. 
But in his actions until after Munich a case could be made that 
Herr Hitl er had been true to his own principies, the union of Germana 
in and the exclusion of non-Gennans from, the Reich. Those 
prin cipies he has now overthrown, and iu including 8 million Czechs 
under Germe.n rule he has surely been untrue to his own philosophy. 
The world will not forget that in September last Herr Hitler appealed 
to the principie of self-determination in the inter ests of 2 million 
Sudeten Germana. That principie is one on which the British Empire 
itself has been erected, and one to which accordingly, as your 
Lordships will recollect, we felt obliged to give weight in considering 
Herr Ritler's daim. That principie has now been rudely contra.dicted 
by a sequence of acts which denies the very right on which the 
German attitud e of six months ago was based, and whatever may 
have been the truth about the treatment of 250,000 Germana, it is 
impossible for me to believe that it could only be remedied by the 
subjugation of 8 million Czechs. 
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h ble Marquesa are we to draw What conclusions, as asked t e ? Are we' to believe that 
from this conquest of Czecho-Slova Ia . ew phase? Is German 
German policy has :onsolidation of territory 
policy any longer to e Imi e of German r-ace? Or is German 
Predominantly inhabited by personad d ·nati"on over non-German 

b d · ted towar s onn · policy now to e Irec . ns which are being asked m 
peoples? These are very grave questw action in Czecho-Slovakia 
all parts of the world to-da y. Thhe dGermadn the world has lately seen 

f th d by new met o s, an h · 
has been nr ere . th :fi ld of international tec mque. 
more than one new departure m e p e sure exercised under threat 
Wars without declaratwns off wr: in the interna! 
of immediate employment 0 are now faced the 
struggles of other t . the interest of separabst or 
encouragement of _no interests of Germany. 
minority elements but m t e Imp ·r ·n foreign countri es whiCh, 
alleged ill-treatment o.f Germanh mmorflt larise from natural causes, 
it is true, may sometimesh, per :ps to result of provocation from 
but which may also be t e su . 

. . d pretext for mterventwn. . .t 
outside, IS use as a . l d with growina expenence, qm e 

These methods are simp e an ' . that othey will not be 
. bl H we any assur ance . hb unmistaka e. ave t hich is Germany's neig our 

employed elsewhere? Every coun rr w country which values its 
is now uncertain of the mor:ow' an against the danger 
national identity !1nd the last few days there 
from within, insplred from Wlt ou . Government were adopting a 
have been rumours that the Roumanian Government 
harsh in their that the Roumanian Govern­
on economw matters. I . orl that went so far as to speak 
ment deme : is no menace to Roumania 
of an ultimatu?l ; but eve e has not to-day developed, and even 
to-day, ?r even ¡f !mena: these linea, it is not surprising if 
though It may not opt o like other Governments, should Vlew 
Government of B_uc. a.res ' ·n s of these last few days. 
with the gravest steadily desired to b_e on 

For ye&rs pa_st t e le There is no stronger natwnal 
friendly terma With the that leads them, when 
instinct among our peop he k ds and try to make it up. Onr 
they have a fight, to s e an nisin sorne of the mistakes of the 
people were not backward re?og d .; but each time during these 
y ersailles Treaty that reqmred I e JI of making progress in 
last years that there has has taken action which has 
understanding, the 1 especially has that been the 
made_ that progress after Munich certain measures 
case m recent mont s. y that gave a profound shock 
were taken _b:y the • it was to be hoped, although there 
to world opmwn. below the horizon, that we could 
were many clouds stl ove . collaboration and it was in the hope 
look forwa:d to closer econ?mtcllaboration into something wider that, of developmg that economw co 



Archivo 
Histórico 

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, 
Comercio Int ernacional y Culto 
Argenti na 

16 

as your Lordships know, we had decided on those visits to which I 
referred a moment ago. All that initiative has been frustrated by 
the action of the German Government last week, and it is difficult 
to see when it can be easily resumed. 

These affairs, as I said a moment or two ago, have raised 
wide issues, and the events in Czecho-Slovakia require His Majesty's 
Government and require every free people to rethink their attitude 
towards them. Broadly speaking, there have been, at all events since 
the war, two confiicting theses as to the best method of avoiding 
confiicts and creating security for the nations of the world. The first 
thesis is that which upholds the creation of and supports machinery 
for consultation, conciliation and arbitration with, if possible, the 
sanction of collective force, and involves an invitation to all States, 
willing to accept a wide degree of obligation to one another, to agree 
that an attack on one should be treated as an attack on all. That, 
your Lordships know well enough, has been the thesis expressed in 
the Covenant of the League of Nations. Perhaps it is true to say that 
more precise effect was sought to be given to it in the Geneva Protocol, 
and it has itself given rise to a number of regional agreements for 
mutual assistance between the severa! Powers concerned. That is the 
first thesis. 

The second, which has been in conflict, has been npheld by those 
who consider that systems seeking to provide collective security, as 
it has been termed, involved dangerously indefinite commitments 
quite disproportionate to the real security that these commitments 
gave. Those who took that view were persuaded that States, conscious 
of their own pacific purposes, would be wise to refrain from such 
comrnitments which might draw them into a war in which their own 
vital interests were not threatened, and that, therofore, States should 
not bind themselves to intervene in conflicts unless they themselves 
were directly attacked. 

That is the conflict of philosophy of which your Lordships are very 
well aware, because in one form or another it has constantly been 
debated in this House. I have no doubt that in considering these two 
theses the judgment of many has been infiuenced by the estímate 
that they place, rightly or wrongly, u pon the probability of direct 
attack. lf it were possible, in their judgment, to rate that probability 
low, then that low probability of direct attack had to be weighed 
against what might seem to them the greater risk of States being 
involved in conflicts that were not necessarily arising out of their 
own concerns. But if and when it becomes plain to States that there 
is no apparent guarantee against successive attacks directed in turn 
on all who might seem to stand in the way of ambitious schemes 
of domination, then at once the scale tips the other way, and in all 
quarters there is likely immediately to be found a very much greater 
readiness to consider whether the acceptance of wider mutual obliga­
tions, in the cause of mutual support, is not dictated, if for no other 
rea.son than the necessity of self-defence. His Majesty's Government 
have not failed to draw the moral from these events, and have lost 
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. . lacin themselves in close and practica! consultation, not 

Do!nions, but with other Govern_ments concerned upon 

the consfquencesf of 

:;:.: 
a omm . . ' f th ho made them It has never 
la ter' terminated m d1saster 07 . ose w. t the. s irit of free 
in the long pr?ved u eople y yet regret 

Y in 
Czecho-Slovak1a. Twenty years ago t f tl 
recovered their liberties with the support 

h ld They have now een epnve 
oifnt of their long history this will not be the 

y VIO ence. . d · d t · eople have lost 
first time that this tenacious, vahant an m us nouhs r h' h 's the 

. . d d b t they have never lost t a w 1C 1 
love of liberty. Meanwhile, just 

oun a 10n r the world watched the emergence of. the Czec. 
the tch to-day their efforts to preserve mtact thmr 

natwn, s_o 1 :"
1 wa . tant their spiritual frecdom under 

cultural ldent1ty and, mlobrle tmprwhich they have been the victims. 
the last and most crue ow o 

No. 11. 

Question and the Prime Minister's answer in the House of CommoTis 
on March 23, 1939. 

Mr Attlee (by Prívate Notice) asked the Prime Minister 
.has any further statement to make on the European 81 u.a 10 . 

Answer. 

The Prime Minister: His Majesty's Government 

clear that seeking by 
ra1sed the ques wn w. " . and erha s even to go further 

of this an; 
o say. h 'ze their freedom as similar attempts have one m 

countn es w o pn ' 
the past. . . t' to make a statement on the consulta-

r am not yet m a . th other Gove;nments as a result of 
tions which have beenihe. hWt1 make 1.t clear however, that there is 

t d lopments W1S o ' . h recen eve . f H' :M . sty's Government to stand m t e 
no desire on the part o 1S art of Germany to expand her 
ytay of any on the point of discussing in 
export trade: On t e conhrary, 'bTty of trade arrang ements which 
the most fr1endly way t e poss1 1 1 
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wonld have benefited bo'h t · 

the time being at the events t?ok pl_ace which, 
Is this Government anxious td a s:op to _those Nor 

with different ideas opposmf? of 
admmistration. W e are solel concer e orms. of then· mternal 
that we cannot su bmit to a w:th the proposition 
are subjected to such pressure undP.r ert w f mdependent S tates 
to yield up their indeoendence a d . rea o . orce as to be obliged 
our power to oppose if by all means in 
procedure into operation. j ou . e made, to put such a 

1\o. 12. 

Sir ll·. H enderson to Viscount Halifax. 
My Lord, 

I PAID a short visit to . Berlin, May 28, 1939. 
yesterday. F1eld-.Marshal Goring at Karinhall 

2. Field-Marshal Goring wh h d b · . 
someone else on the sub ·e t b o a . o JUSt been talking to 

was being adopteJ k y mve1ghmg agajnst the attitude 
partiCular1y in respect of the gold h everythmg German and 
Bank of Czecho-Slovakia B f t ere on behalf of the National 
he. was called to the I had time to reply, 
th1s specific question He co . n. 18 return d1d not revert to 
general, of our poliÚcal and of British hostility in 
the activities of what he _of Germany and 

I told the field-marshal :at e war party m. England, &c. 
hostllity, he must understand wh th' speaking of British 
towards Germany in England h t un ou ted change of feeling 
well the basis of all the d' aben place. As he knew quite 
Herr Hitler last year had etween Mr. Chamberlain and 
were allowed to enter the R . h o G e effect that, once the Sudeten 
alone and would do nothin eiC '. ermany _would ve the Czechs 
Herr Hitler had given a del·tto mterfere W1th thmr independence. 
t th p . · m e assurance to that eff t · h' 1 0 

. e nme Minister of the 27th S 1s etter 
adviCe of his " wild men , d d 1'b eptember. B:y y1eldmg to the 
Moravia, Herr Hitler et 1 era¡ely annexmg Bohemia and 
Mr. Chamberlain bu.t had . f .no don y broken his word to 
determination on which the 'll;n the whole principie of self-

4 A h' J.Unw greement rested 
. . t t 1S point the field-marshal in . . 

twn of President Hacha's .. t me W1th a descrip­
Marshal Goring that it was notV1S1 . to Berlm. I told Field­
understood that he himself h d to talk of free will when I 
his aeroplanes, if Dr. Hacha to bombard Prague with 
not the fact but expla· d h B1gn. The _field-marshal did 
Accordmg to him Dr. Hacha had ow the pomt had arisen. 
everything but had said . that been prepared to sign 
without reference first to P 1 u wna y he could not do so 
telephonic communication After difficulty 

1 rague was obtamed and the Czech 
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Government had agreed, while adding that they could not guarantee 
that one Czech battalion at least would not fire on the German troops. 
It was, he said, only at that stage that he had warned Dr. Hacha 
that if German lives were lost, he would bombard Prague. The 

also repeated, in reply to sorne comment of mine, 
the story that the advance occupation of Witkowitz had been effected 
solely in order to forestan the Poles who, he said, were known have 
the intention of seizing this valuable are a at the first 

5. I thereupon reminded Field-Marshal Goring_ whlle _I 
had always appreciated the necessity for the m v1ew of 
geographical position, to live in the friendliest pohtiCal and econormc 
relations with Great Germany, he had personally assured me last 
October that this was all that his Government desired. The 
precipitate action of Germany on the 15th March, which I again 
ascribed to the wild men of the party, had consequently, apart from 
everything and everybody else, been a great shock to me personally 
and had undone all that I had sought to achieve during my two years 
at Berlín. Moreover, however indi:fferent this might seem to him, 
I could not but regard the destruction of the independence of the 
Czechs as a majar political error, even in Germany's own interests. 

6. The field-marshal appeared a little confused at this personal 
attack on his own good faith, and assured me that he himself had 
known nothing of the decision before it ;had been taken. He would 
not, he said, ha ve gone to San Remo if he had; nor had his stay 
there profited him, as he had hoped, owing to the unexpected amount 
of work which had in consequence been thrust upon ;him. He then 
proceeded to give a somewhat unconvincing explanation, though 
similar to that which Baron von Weizsacker had furnished me with 
last March, of the German attempt to come to a satisfactory arnmge­
ment wit;h the Czechs and of its failure owing to Czech obstinacy 
and the reviva! of what he called the Benes spirit as the result of 
American encouragement. 

7. As my time was limited, I told Field-Marshal Goring that I 
was well aware of the reasons adduced by his Government to justify 
its action, but I thought it more important that he himself should 
understand the British point of view in consequence of it. As the 
result of the Prague coup His Majesty's Government and the British 
people were determined to resist by force any new aggression. No 
one desired an amiable arrangement between Germany and Poland 
in respect of Danzig and the Corridor more than ourselves. But, if 
Germany endeavoured to settle these questions by unilateral action 
such as would compel the Poles to resort to arms to safeguard their 
independence, we and the French as well as other countries would be 
involved, with all the disastrous consequences which a prolonged 
world war would entail, especially for Germany, &c. Field­
Marshal Goring did not appear to question our readiness to fight and 
restricted his reply to an attempt to prove that circumstances in 1939 
were di:fferent to those in 1914, that no Power could overcome 
Germany in Europe, that a blockade this time would prove unavailing, 
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that France would not stand a long war, that Germany could do more 
harm to Great Britain than the latter to her, that the history of 
Germany was one of ups and downs, and that this was one of the 
" up " periods, that the Poles had no rnilitary experience and that 
their only officers of any value were those who had acquired their 
training in the German army, that they were not and never had been 
a really united nation and that, since Prance and ourselves could 
not, and Russia out of self-interest would not, give them any effective 
rnilitary assistance, they would be taught a terrible lesson, &c. The 
field-marshal used, in fact, all the language which might be expected 
in reply to a statement that Germany was bound to be defeated. 
While I was perturbed at his reference to the unreality of Polish 
unity, which resembled the German argumente last year in regard to 
Czecho-Slovakia, he gave me the impression, by somewhat over­
stating bis case, of considerably less confidence than he expressed. 

8. At tbe end of t:his tirade, moreover, he asked me whether 
England, '' out of envy of a strong Germany,'' was really bent on 
war with her and, if not, what was tD be done to prevent it. 1 said 
that nobody in their senses could contemplate modern war without 
horror, but tbat we should not shrink from it if Germany resorted to 
another act of aggression. If, therefore, war was to be avoided, 
patience was necessary and the wild men in Germany must be 
restrained. Admittedly present-day Germany was in a dynamic 
condition, wpereas England was by tradition the land of compromise. 
But compromise had its limits, and I did not see how the situation 
could be saved unless his Government were prepared to wait in order 
to allow excited spirits to calm down again and negotiations to be 
resumed in a better atmosphere. 

9. At this point Pield -Marshal Goring remarked that if the Poles 
tried to seize Danzig nothing would stop the Germans from acting 
at once. As my time was short, I made no comment on this but 
continued that neither the Prime Minister nor yourself had yet 
abandoned hope of a peaceful solution either as between Germany 
and Poland or between Germany and Great Britain, but that every­
thing now entirely depended on Germany's behaviour and actions. 

10. As I had already got up to go, the conversation then took 
a more amicable turn. Though I was in a hurry, he insisted on 
showing me with much pride the great structural alterations which 
he is making to tpe house at KarinP.all and which include a new 
dining-room to hold an incredible number of guests and to be all of 
marble and hung with tapestries. He mentioned incidentally that 
the rebuilding would not be completed befare November. He al so 
produced with pride drawings of the tapestries, mostly representing 
naked ladies labelled with the names of various virtues, such as 
Goodness, Merey, Purity, &c. I told him that they looked at least 
pacific, but that I failed to see Patience among them. 

I have, &c. 
NEVILE RENDERSON. 
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German-Polish Discusslons. 

Explanatory Note. 

b t 11 the German and Polish 
CERTAIN discussions took d early part of 1939. The 

Governments at endtof 19 ts :;garding these negotiations are to German and Pohs sta emen 
be found in the annexed documente. 

No. 13. 

Extract rom en 1 H . Hitler's speech to the Reichstag on April 28, 1939. 

(Translati?n·} b 'd ards German-Polish relations. 
There 1s httle to e sal as e intentionally-infhcted 

too the Peace Treaty of Versallles--of cours . h'ch the 
' G The strange way m w 1 

a most severe wound on sea was marked out was meant, 
Corridor giving Polant o the establishment of an understand­
above all, to prevent or a This problem is-as I have 
ing between Poland and Ge;many . t ainful of all problems for 
already ht to uphold the view that 
Germany .. Nevertheless, ato the sea for the Polish State cannot 
the necessity of a free access l principie valid for this case, too, 
be ignored, and as a genera t' d or Ú ou like condemned to 
nations Provldence not'to life' still harder 
live side by s1de :vould be we a The late Marshal Pilsudski, 
each other artifimally prepared to go into the 
who was of the same opmwn, was f German-Polish relations, and, 
question of clarifying the Germany and Poland ex­
finally, to c.on?lude .an war altogether as a means of 
pressed thelr mte_ntwn reno g d th m both. This agreement 
settlii_Ig the in pradice conceded tD 
contamed one excerhat the pacts of mutual assistance already 
Poland .. It was al own . r d to the pact with Prance-should 
entered mto by Poland-this apf le But it was obvious that this CDuld 
not be affected thet assistance already concluded before­
apply only to t e pach mu ew pacts miCTht be concluded in the 
hand, and _not to w a ever n rman-Polisho Agreement resulted in a 
future. It IS a tension. Nevertheless, 
remarkable lessemng o . e b t en Germany and Poland, whiCh 
remained one ope.n questwfi to be solved-the qnestion of the 
sooner or qmte is a German city and wishes. to 
German clty of Danzbg. tl hand this city has contracta Wlth 
belong to G.ermany. d forced upon it by the dictators the 
Poland, whiCh ;vere a mBI t . moreover the League of Natwns, 
Peace of Versailles. u smce, '. re resented by a 
formerly the. test of a tact-the 
High ycase come up for discussion, at the 
problem. of Danzig dmusl Int. 2on of this calamitous institution. I lateilt wlth the gra ua ex me 1 
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the peaceful of this problem as a further contri­
to a finalloosenmg of the European tension. For this loosen­

I?g of tension is assuredly not to be achieved through the agita­
twns of msane warmongers, but through the removal of the real ele­
ments of danger. After the problem of Danzig had already been 
discussed times sorne months ago, I made a concrete offer 
to the Pohsh Government. I ?lake this offer known to you, 
Gentlemen, and you yourselve.s Wlll Judge whether this offer did not 
represent the greatest imaginable concession in the interests of 
European peace. As I have already pointed out, I _have always see11 
the necesslty of aceess.to sea this. country, and have conse­
quently taken th1s necess1ty mto cons1deratwn. I am no democratic 
statesman, but a National Socialist and a realist. 

I considered it, however, neceasary .to make it clear to the Govern­
ment in Warsaw that as t?ey desire access to the sea, so Germany 
needs accesa to her provmce m the east. Now these are all difficult 
problema. It not Germany is responaible for them, however, 
but the Jugglers of Versailles, who either in their maliciousness 
or the1r thoughtleasness placed lOO powder barreis round about in 
Europe, all equipped with hardly extinguishable lighted fases. These 
problema cannot be sol ved according to old-fashioned ideas; I think, 
rather, that we should adopt new methods. Poland's access to the 
sea by way of Con-idor, and, on the other hand, a German route 
through the Corndor for examl?le, no .kind of military import­
ance The1r 1s exclusively paychological and 
ec?nOJ:?lC. To accord m1htary 1mportance to a traffic route of 
th1s. kmd, would be to show onself completely ignorant of militan­
affau·s.. Consequently, I have had the following propasa! submitted to 
the Pohsh Government :-

(1) Danzig returns as a Free Stat-e into the framework of the 
German Reich. 

(2) receives a through the Corridor and a railway 
lme_ at_ her own d1sposal possessing the same extra­
terntonal status for Germany as the Corridor itself has for 
Poland. 

In return, Germany is prepared :-

(1) To recognise all Polish economic rights in Danzig. 
(2) To Poland a free harbour in Danzig of any size 

des1red whrch would completely free a<lcess to the sea. 
(S) To aC<lept at the same t1me the present boundaries between 

Germany and Poland and to regard them as ultimate. 
(4) To conclude a twenty-five-year non-aggression treaty with 

Poland, a treaty therefore which would extend far beyond 
the duration of my own life. 

(5) To guarantee the independence of the Slovak State by 
Gern:any, Poland and Hungary jointly-which means 
pract1ce the renunciation of any unilater al German 
hegemony in this territory. . 
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The Polish Government have rejected my and haye only 
declared that they are prepared (1) to negot1ate concernmg . the 
question of a substitute for the Commissi?ner of the League of 
and (2) to consider facilities for the trans1t thr?ugh the Cornd?r · 

I haveregretted greatly this att1tudeof the _Pohsh 
Government, but that alone is not the demslVe fact; _the worst 1s that 
now Poland like Czecho-Slovakia a year ago, beheves, under the 
preasure of lying international campaign, that it n:ust call up tToops, 
although Germany on her part has not up a smgle roan and h_ad 
not thought of proceeding in any way agamst Poland. As I have sa_1d, 
thia ia in itself very regrettable and p_osterity ":Íll one da y . demde 
whether it was really right to refuse th1s suggestwn made th1a once 
by me. Thia-aa I have said-was an endeavour on my part to solve 
a question which intimately affects the German people by a tr.uly 
unique eompromise, t_o solve it to the advantag_e ?f both. 
According to my convwtwn Poland was not a party m th1a 
solution at all but only a receiving party, lt be b_eyond 
all doubt that Danzig will never become Pohsh. The mtention to 
attack on the part of Germany, which was merely invented by the 
international preas, led as you know to so-called guarantee offer 
and to an obligation on the part of the G?vernment for mutual 
assistance which would also, under certam mrcumstancea, compel 
Poland to 'take military action againat Germany in the. event of a co?-­
fl.ict between Germany and any other Power and in whwh .Engl'!md, m 
her turn would be involved. This obligation is to th e 

which I made with Pilsudski s_ome tlme. 
seeing that in this agreement reference 1s made to enstmg 
obligations, that is at that time, namely, to the obhgatwna of_ Pol_and 
towards France of which we were aware. To extend these ob_hgatwns 
subsequently is contrary to the terma of the German-Pohsh non· 
aggression pact. Under these circumstancea I should not have ente:·ed 
into this pact at that time, because what sense can non-aggresswn 
pacts have if one partner in practice leaves open an enormoua number 
of exceptiona. . . . . . 

There is either collective aecunty, that 1s collectlve msecunty and 
continuou!l danger of war or clear agreements which, however, ex­
elude fundamentally any of arms between the contracting parties. 
I therefore look upon the agreement which and I 
at one time concluded as having been umlaterally mfrmged by 
Poland and thereby no longer in existence! 

I have sent a communication to thia effect to the Polish Govern­
ment. However, I can only repeat at this p::Jint decisi.on 
does not constitute a modification of my attltude m pnnmple wlth 
regard to the problema mentioned above. Should the Polish G:oveT?­
ment wish to come to fresh contractual arrangementa govermng 1ts 
relationa with Germany, I can but welcome such an idea, provided, 
of course, that these arrangements are based on an abaolutelJ_" clear 
obligation binding both partiea in equal measure_. <;3-ermany 1s per­
fectly willing at any time to undertake .such obhgabons and also to 
fulfil them. 
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No. 14. 

German Government Memorandum handed to the Polish Government 
on April 28, 1939. 

(Translation.) 

'l.'HE. German ha ve taken note of the Polish-British 
declaratwn regardmg the progresa and aims of the negotiations 

between Poland and Great Britain. Accordin 
to thrs declaratwn there has been concluded between the p r 
Government and the BritisJ'¡ Government a temporary io be shortly by a permanent agreem ent which will 
or the grvmg of. mutual assistance by Poland and Great Britain in 

the. of the mdependence of one of the two States being directly 
or mdrrectly threatened. 

2. German Government consider themselves obliged to 
commumcate following to the Polish Government :-

3. m 1933 the Socialist Government set about 
th e reshapmg ?f Germa_n pohcy, Germany's departure from the 

of Natwns, therr first obJect was to stabilise German-Polish 
relabons on a new . The Ohancellor of the German Reich and 
the . Marshal Prlsudski concurred in the decision to break with 
the pohtwal of the past and to enter, as regards the settle­
ment of questwns affectmg both States, on the path of direct 
understandmg between them. 

4. By means of the unconditional renunciation of the use of 
force, of peace were instituted in order to assist the two 

m the dd:licnlt task of solving all political, economic and 
cultmal.problems by means. of. the just and equitable adjustment of 
mutual These prmcrples, contained in a binding form in 

.Peace Declaration of the 26th January, 1934 had 
a1m m VIeW r StC] and by their practica} SUCCess were to 

entrrely new phase of German-Polish relations. The 
of . the last five years shows that they proved 

efficacwus m pra?trce for both nations. As recently as the 
26th J anuary thls year, on the fifth anniversary of the sign:ature 
of the ?oth publicly confirmed this fact, while 

therr umted wrll to maintain in the future their adhesion 
to the prmcrples established in 1934. 

5 .. The has now been concluded by the Polish 
wrth the Bntrsh Government is in such obvious contra­

to these solemn declarations of a few months ago that the 
German can take note only with surprise and astonish­
ment of reversa! of Polish policy. Irrespective of the 
man.ner m whwh rts. final. f?rmulation may be determined by boLh 
partles, new Pol.1sh-Bntrsh is intended as a regular 
pact of alhance, by of rts general sense and of the 
present staLe of politwa.I is directed exclusively against 

From the obhgatr.on now accepted by the Polish Govern­
ment rt appears that Poland mtends in certain circumstancea to take 

an active part in any possible German-Britiah conflict in the event 
of aggression againat Germany, even should t):J.is conflict not affect 
Poland and }ler interests. T}lis is a direct and open blow against the 
renunciation of all use of force contained in the 1934 declaration. 

6. The contradiction between the German-Polish Declaration and 
the Polish-British Agreement is, however, even more far-reaching in 
its importance than that. The 1934 declaration was to constitute 
a basis for the regulation of all differences arising between the two 
countries, independently of international complications and combina­
tions, by means of direct discussion between Berlín and Warsaw, to 
the exclusion of external influences. Naturally, such a basis must 
rest on the mutual confidence of both parties and on the political 
loyalty of the intentions of one party with regard to the other. 

7. The Polish Government, however, by their recent decision 
to accede to an alliance directed against Germany, ha ve given it to 
be understood that they prefer a promise of }lelp by a third Power 
to the direct guarantee of peace by the German Government. In 
view of this the German Government are obliged to conclude that 
the Polish Government do not at present attach any importance to 
seeking a solution of German-Polish problems by means of direct 
friendly discussions with the German Government. The Polish 
Government have thus abandoned the path traced out in 1934 for 
the shaping of German-PoliRh relations. 

8. The Polish Government cannot in this connexion appeal to 
the fact that the 1934 declaration was not to affect _the obligations 
previously accepted by Poland and Germany in relation to third 
parties, and that the 'l'reaty of Alliance between Poland and France 
maintained its value side by side with that declaration. The Polish­
French Alliance already existed in 1934 when Poland and Germany 
proceeded to reorganise their relations. The German Government 
were able to accept this fact, since they were entitled to expect that 
the possible dangers of the Polish-French Alliance, dating from the 
period of the acutest German-Polish differences, would automatically 
lose more and more of their significance through the establishment 
of friendly relations between Germany and Poland. However, the 
entry of Poland into relations of alliance with Great Britain, which 
was effected five years after the publication of the declaration of 1934, 
can for this Teason in no way be compared politically with the still 
valid Polish-French Alliance. By this new alliance the Polish 
Government have subordinated themselves to a policy inaugurated 
from another quarter aiming at the encirclement of Germany. 

9. The German Government for their part have not given the 
least cause for such a change in Polish policy. When ever oppor­
tunity offerecl, they have furnished the Polish Government, both 
publicly and in confidential conversations, with the most binding 
assurances that the friendly development of German-Poli sh relations 
is a fundam ental aim of their foreign policy, and that, in their 
political decisions, they will always respect Poland's proper intere sts. 
'rhus the action taken by Germany in M:arch of this year with a view 
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30. Peace is a valuable and d ·. bl h. 

which has shed its blood in severa! \ngd Our 
peace. But peace like almost ever h. ' . re '7 eserves a penod oi 
high but definable: We in p 1 d mg m thJS. world, has its price, 
" peace at any pri·ce " Th o a? ol not recogmse the conception of 

· ere 1s on y one th' · th 1. nations and S tates which is witl'o t . d mhg e 1fe of men, 
' u pnce, an t at 1s honour. 

No. 16. 
M emorandum comm · t d h G untea e to t e Gerrnan Government by th p l' h 

to the German 

(Translation.) 

appears from the text of the Polish-German Declaration of the 

following tw . ?elw rammg of mutual relations based on the o prmCip es:-

(a) TheGrenunciation of the use of force as between Poland and 
ermany, and 

(b) The settlement by means of free negotiations of 
qtuestions t might arise in the 

wo coun nes. 

The Polish Government have 1 d . . . 
their obligations under the decl at :vays und m . this . IJ?-anner 
they have alwa s bee ara wn, an It Is m this spmt that 
the German R J:" h n prepared to conduct neighbourly relations with 

SIC • 

2. The Polish Government h d f 
the difficulties encountered b the a oreseen sev_eral yem·s that 
its functions at Danzig of m carrying out 
in Poland's and German ' . t t a con use Situatwn which it was 
Polish Government had G to For severa! years the 
that frank conversations should be h:r:an h ?vernl?ent to understand 
Government, however, avoided on t lB subJect. The German 

that Polish-German confined themselves. to 
cultles by questions relating to D . not be exposed to diffi-
Government more than once anzig. Moreover, the German 
ment regarding the Free Cit to. the Govern­
quote the declaration made Ch anz¡Yi flt IS here to 
February, 1938. e anoo or 0 the ReiCh on the 20th 

The Chancellor made publicl th . 
declaration regarding Danzig :- Y m e Rewhstag the following 

'' The Polish S tate t th . 
State, and the Free Cit respcfG e natwnal in this 
has thus been possible y er:_any respef ct Pohsh rights. It 

ar e way or an understanding 

t No. l. 
* No. 14. 
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which, while arising out of the question of Danzig, has to-day in 
spite of the efforts of certain disturbers of the peace succeeded in 
effectively purifying relations between Germany and Poland and 
has transformed them into sincere and friendly collaboration." 

It was only after the events of September, 1938, that the German 
Government suggested the opening of Polish-German conversationa 
regarding the alteration in the aituation in Danzig and regarding the 
transit routes between the Reich and East Prusaia. In this connexion 
the German memorandum of the 28th April, 1939, refers to the 
suggestion put forward by the Reich Minister for Foreign Affairs in 
hia conversation of the 21st March, 1939, with the Poliah Ambassador 
in Berlín. In this conversation emphasia was laid on the German 
side on the necesaity for a rapid settlement of these questions which 
was a condition of the Reich maintaining its proposals in force in 
their entirety. The Polish Govemment, animated by the desire to 
maintain good relationa with the Reich, although surprised at the 
pressing form in which these propoaals were put forward, and by the 
circumstanoos in which they were advanced, did not refuse conversa­
tions although they considered the German demanda thus couched to 
be unacceptable. 

In order to facilitate endeavoura to reach an amicable solution of 
the question, the Polish Government on the 26th March, 1939, formu­
lated their point of view in writing to the German Government, 
stating that they attached fnll importance to the maintenance of good 
neighbourly relations with the German Reich. The Polish point of 
view was summarised in the following pointa :-

(a) The Polish Government propose a joint guarantee by Poland 
and Germany of the separate character of the Free City of 
Danzig, the existenoo of which was to be based on complete 
freedom of the local population in interna! affairs and on the 
assurance of respect for Poliah rights and interests. 

(b) The Polish Government were prepared to examine together 
with the German Government any further simplifications 
for persona in transit as well as the technical facilitating of 
railway and motor transit between the German Reich and 
East Prussia. The Polish Government were inspired by 
the idea of giving every possible facility which would permit 
the citizens of the Reich to travel in transit across Polish 
territory, if possible without any hindrances. The Polish 
Government emphasised that their intention was to secure 
the most liberal treatment possible of the German 
desiderata in this resped with the sole reservation that 
Poland could not give up her sovereignty over the belt 
of territory through which the transit routes would run. 
Finally, the Polish Government indicated that their attitude 
in the question of facilitating communications across 
Pomerania depended on the attitude of the Reich regarding 
the Free City of Danzig. 
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16. As to Danzig first sorne l 
of. Danzig was not b remarks. Free City 

for many centurias e_ reaty of Versaüles. It has 
reJeCtiDg the emotional speak accurately, and 
German interests Th G e posit1ve IDterplay of Polish and 
development and of Danzig ensured the 
of Poland. Not only th d 

1 
rat c1ty, thanks to the overseas trade 

the city has been due toe the very d' étre of 
the mouth of our onlv great . er y JeCIS1Ve fact. of Its situation at 

waterway and li nver' an . to-da y t'? 1ts position on the 
1s a truth h. h Y ne connectiDg us w1th the Baltic Th' w JC no new formul bl' . lS 
Danzig is to-da y predominantlre can o Itera te. . The. population of 
prosperity depend on the eco .f but rts hvelihood and 

17 Wh t . nom1c potent1al of Poland. 
· a concluswns have we dr f . 

stood and stand firmly on the r awn th1s fact? We have 
our sea-borne trade and our g of and interests of 
seeking reasonable and concilia:an 1me. pohcy ID Danzig. While 
endeavoured to exert any ry solutwns, we have purposely not 

d l pressure on the free n t" · .d 1 . 
an cu tural development of th G . . wna1, l eo ogiCal 

18. I shall not prolon thi: s mman ID the Free City. 
are well-knowng to all :y quotiDg _examples. They 
cerned W1th the question B t h ave been m any way con­

statesmen, v>ho had :e:¿ after repeat.ed statements by 
the VIew that '' this pro · · 1 P to e standpomt and expressed 
conílict between Poland a":dc

1
Ga wn not be the object of a 

. ermany I hear a d d f annexatwn of Danzig to the Reich h . eman or the 
propasa! of the 26th March for . .' ; en I rece1ve no reply to our 
rights of the Free Citv anda b JOm gul arantee of the existence and 

d d • ' su sequent y I learn th t th" h e as a rejection of neaot' at' I h a 1S as be en 
1S the real object of all this? o 1 wns- ave to ask myself, what 

. 19. Is it the freedom of the Germ . . 
1S not threatened, or a matter of resttn of Danz1g, which 
Poland from the Baltic, from !hich 1_;--o1 r 1S a matter of barring 
to be barred? 0 and wrll not allow herself 

2.0· The same considerations a 1 t . . 
provmce of Pomorze I . . t php y o commumcat1on across our 
Th · ms1s on t e term '' · f e word " corridor " is an t'fi . l . . provmce o Pomorze." 
Polish territory with an insi a:ifi C1at mventwn, for this is an ancient 

21. We have given theg G can of_ German colonists. 
ha ve allowed its citizens to all ra1lway facilities, we 
formalities from the Reich to E rave out customs or passport 
extension of similar facilities We have suggested the 

22. And here again th · . · 
of it all? e questwn anses-what is the real object 

23. _We. have no interest in obstructi G . . . 
commumcatron with their t ng erman crtizens m their 

hand, no reason But ha ve, on the 
terntory. o res nct our sovere1gnty on our own 
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24. On the first and second points, i.e., the question of the 
future of Danzig and of communication across Pomorze, it is still a 
matter of unilateral concessions which the Government of the Reich 
appear to be demanding from us. A seH-respecting nation does not 
make unilateral concessions. Where, then, is the reciprocity? It 
appears somewhat vague in the German proposals. The Chancellor of 
the Reich mentioned in bis speech a triple condominium in Slovakia. 
I am obliged to state that I heard this propasa! for the first time in 
the Chancellor's speech of the 28th April. In certain previous 
conversations allusions were merely made to the effect that in the 
event of a general agreement the question of Slovakia could be 
discussed. We did not attempt to go further with such conversations, 
since it is not our custom to bargain with the interests of others. 
Similarly, the proposal for a prolongn.tion of the pact of non­
aggression for twenty-five years was also not advanced in any 
concrete forro in any of the recent conversations. Here also unofficia.l 
hints were made, emanating, it is true, from prominent representativas 
of the Reich Government. But in such conversations various other 
hints were made which extended much further than the subjects 
under discussion. I reserve the right to return to this matter if 
necessary. 

25. In bis speech the Chancellor of the Reich propases, as a 
concession on his part, the recognition and definite acceptance of the 
present frontier between Poland and Germany. I must point out 
that this would been a question of recognising what is de jure 
a:nd jacto our md1sputable property. Consequently, this proposal 
hkew1se cannot affect my contklntion that the German desiderata 
regarding Danzig and a motor road constitute unilateral demands. 

26. In the light of these explanations, the House will rightly 
expect from me an answer to the last passage of the German memo­
randum, which says : '' Should the Polish Government attach 
importance to a new settlement of Polish-German relations by means 
of a treaty, the German Government are prepared to do this." It 
appears to me that I have already made clear our attitude, but for the 
sake of arder I will make a résumé. 

27. The motive for concluding su eh an agreement would be the 
word "peace," which the Chancellor emphasised in his speech. 

28. Peace is certainly the object of the difficult and intensivo 
work of Polish diplomacy. Two conditions are necessary for this word 
to be of real value: (1) peaceful intentions, (2) peaceful methods of 
procedure. ?overnt?ent of Reich is really guided by those 
two pre-cond1twns m relatwn to th1s country, then all conversations, 
proVJded, of course, that they respect the principies I have already 
enumerated, are possible. 

29. If such conversations took place, the Polish Government will 
according to their a.pproach the problem objectively, having 

to the expenence of recent times, but without withholding 
the1r utmost goodwill. 
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more individual character, with their own specific features. The 
general have been weaken ed. One nation simply speaks more 
and more dn·ectly to another. 

5. As far as we concern ed, very serious evep.ts have taken 
place. Our ?On.tact w1th sorne Powers has become easier and more 

wh1le m s?me cases serious difficulties have ari sen. Looking 
thmgs I in the first place, to our agreement 

the Umted Kr?gdom, w1th Great Britain. After repeated diplo­
contacts, desrgned to define the scope and object of our futura 

relatwns, we reached on the occasion of my visit to London a direct 
o:r: the principle of mutual assistance in the event 

of a or mdrrect threat to the independence of one of our 
The formula. of the agreement is known to you from the 
of Mr. Nevrlle Chamberlain of the 6th April, the text 

of whlCh was drafted by mutual o.greement and should be regarded 
as a pact concluded between the two Governments. I consider it 
m y duty . to add the form and character of the comprehensive 
conversatwns m Lo_ndon give a particular value to the agree­
ment. I should bke Pohsh public opinion to be aware that I found 
on the part of British statesmen not only a profound knowledae of 
the general political problems of Emope, but also such an atti'tude 

our country as me to discuss all vital problems 
Wlth frankness and .confidence any reservations or doubts. 

. It was to estabhsh rapidly the principies of Polish­
Bntlsh . first of all beca use we made it clear to each 
other that the mtentwns of both Governments coincide as regards 
fundam ental European problems; certainly, neither Great Britain 
nor Poland any aggressive intentions whatever, but they stand 

_firmly_ m defence of certain basic principles of conduct in 
mternatwnal hfe. 

7 ·. !he parallel declarations of French political leaders confirm 
that rt IS agre ed between París and Warsaw that t)le efficacy of our 

pact cannot be adversely a:ffected by changes in the 
mternatwnal. srtuatwn, but, on the contrary, that this agreement 
should constltute one of the most essential elements in the political 
structure of Europe. The Polish-British Agreement has been 
err:ployed by the Chancellor of the German Reich as the pretext for 
umlaterally declarir_tg non-existent the agreement which the 
Chancellor of the RelCh concluded with us in 1934. 

8. Bef?re t<> the present stage of this matter, allow me tQ 
sketch a bnef lnstoncal outline. 

9. _The fact that had the honour actively to participat e in the 
and executwn of that pact imposes on me the duty of 

analysmg The pact of 1934 was a great event in 1934. It was an 
attempt to 1mprove the course of history as between two great nations 

attempt to. escape f_rom. the unwholesome atmosphere of dail; 
and wrder hosttle mtentions, to rise above the animosity 

whlCh had accumulated for centuries, and to create deep founda tions 
of mutual .. endeavour to oppose evil is always the best 
forro of pohtlCal actlv1ty. 
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10. The policy of Poland proved .our resp ect for that prin ciple in 
tbe most critical moments of recent t1mes. . 

11. From this point of view, Gentlem en, the breukmg of that 
pact is not an insignificant matter. However, e treaty worth 
as much as tbe consequences wbich follow it. A?-d .1f the pohcy and 
conduct of the other party from of. the 
we bave no reason for mournmg üs slackenmg or d1ssolutwn. rhe 
Polish-German Pact of 1934 was a treaty of mutual respect and good 
neigbbourly relations, and as such it contributed a positive valu e to 
tbe life of our country, of Germany and of. the whol_e of 
But since tbere has appeared a tendency to mterpret It. as hmümg 
the freedom of our policy, or as a from 
unilateral concessions contrary to our v1tal mter ests, ü has lost Its 

real character. 
12. Let us now pass to tbe present situation. The German 

Reich has taken the mere fact of the Polisb-British und e_rstanding 
as a motive for tbe breaking off of the pact of 1934. Vanous legal 
objections were raised on the German side. I will take the liberty 
of referring jurists to the text of our reply to the German 
memorandum which will be banded to-day to the German Govern­
ment. I wili not detain you any longer on the diplomati c forro of 
this event, bnt one of its has a special significance. The Reicb 
Government, as appears from the text of the Germa:n 
made its decision on the strength of press reports, w1thout consultmg 
the views of either the British or the Polish Government as to the 
cbaracter of the agreement concluded. It would not have been 
difficult to do so, for immediately on my return from London I 
expressed my readin ess to receive the German Ambassador , who has 
bitherto not avail ed bimself of the opportunity. 

13. Why is this circumstance important? Even for the simplest 
understanding it is clear that neither the character nor the purpose 
and scope of the agreement influenced this decision, but merely the 
fact that such an aare ement had been concluded. And this in turn 
is important for an of the objects of German policy, sir:ce 
if, contrary to previous declarations, the Government of the RelCh 
interpreted the Polish-German declaration of non-aggression of_ 1934 
as intended to isolate Poland and to prevent the normal fnendly 
collaboration of onr country with Western Powers, we ourselves 
sbould always have rejected such an interpretation. 

14. To make a proper estímate of the situation, we should first 
of all ask the question, what is the real object of all this? Without 
that question and our reply, we cannot properly appr eciate the 
character of German statements with regard to matters of concern to 
Poland. I have already referred to our attitude toward s the West. 
There remains the question of the German pro-posals as to the future 
of the Free City of Danzig, the communication of the Beich with 
East Pmssia through our province of Pomorze, and the further 
subjects raised as of common interest to Poland and Germany. 

15. Let us, therefore, investigate these problems in turn. 
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to the pacification of Central Europe did not, in the opinion of the 
Government of the Reich, disturb Polish interests in any way. This 
action led to the creation of a common Polish-Hungarian frontier, 
which had constantly been described on Poland's side as an important 
political objective. M01·eover, the German Government gave 
unequivocal expression to their readiness to discuss with the Polish 
Government in a friendly manner all problems which, in the Polish 
Government's opinion, might arise out of the changed conditions in 
Central Europe. 

10. In an equally friendly spirit the German Government tried 
to regulate yet another question outslanding between Germany and 
Poland, namely, that of Danzig. The fact that this question required 
settlement had long been emphasised on the German side, and was 
not denied on the Polish side. For a long time past the German 
Government have endeavoured to convince the Polish Government 
that a solution was certainly possible which would be equitable to the 
interests of both parties and that the removal of this last obstacle 
would open a path for a political collaboration of Germany and 
Poland with the most favourable prospects. In this connexion the 
German Government did not confine themselves to allusions of a 
general nature, but in March of this year proposed to the Polish 
Government in a friendly form a settlement of this question on the 
following basis :-

11. The return of Danzig to the Reich. An extra-territorial 
railway line an!l autostrada between East Prussia and the Reich. In 
exchange, the recognition by the Reich of the whole Polish Corridor 
and the whole of Poland's western frontier; the conclusion of a non­
aggression pact for twenty-five years; the maintenance of Poland's 
economic interests in Danzig and the settlement of the remaining 
economic and communications problems arising for Poland out of the 
union of Danzig with the Reich. At the same time, the German 
Government expressed their readiness to respect Polish interests in 
ensnring the independence of Slovakia. 

12. NobOdy knowing conditions in Danzig and the Corridor and 
the problems connected therewith can deny, in judging the matter 
objectively, that this proposal constitutes the very mínimum which 
must be demanded from the point of view of German interests, which 
cannot be renounced. The Polish Government, however, gave a reply 
which, although couched in the form of counter-proposals, showed in 
its essence an entire lack of comprehension for the German point of 
view and was equivalent merely to a rejection of the German pro­
posals. The Polish Government proved that they did not consider 
their reply snitable for the initiation of friendly discussions by pro­
ceeding at the same time, in a manner as unexpected as it was drastic, 
to effect a partía! mobilisation of the Polish army on a large scale. 
By these entirely unjustified measures, the Polish Government 
demonstrated the meaning and object of the negotiations which they 
immediately afterwards entered upon with the British Government. 
The German GoYernment do not consider it necessary to reply to the 
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. . . . . b counter-measures of a military character. 
partlal Pohsh Y d without a word the decisions recently 
They oannot, Jsregar t and are forced to their own regret, 
taken by the Pohsh overnmen ' ' 
to declare as follows :- f h . 

(1
) The Polish Government did not avail themselves o t e tfpoi­

. offered to them by the German Governmen or a 
of the Danzig question, fo: the final safe­

J d" f Poland's frontiers with the Rmch, thereby 
strengthening of_ the 

relations between the two countnes. 1 made with this 
ment even rejected German propasa s 

object. t" the Polish Government accepted, with 
(2) At State, political which are 

either with the the or 
h German-Polish Declaratwn of the 26t anuai_y, . 

the Polish and umlaterally 
rendered this declaratwn null and vmd. 

. f this necessary statement of fact, the Government 
13. ot . t d to alter their fundamental attitude towards 

of the of German-Polish relations. Should the 
the. questwn o ttach importance to a new settlement of these 
Pohsh Governmen a the German Governroent are ready to 
relations by means of a mely that such a. settleroent would 
d this but on one con 1 wn, na ' t" 

consist of a clear obligation binding on both par 1eB. 

No. 15. 

S 
h d b M Beck the Polish Minister for Foreign Affairs in 

peec ma e y .Parlia-:nent on May 5, 1939. 

of the Parliament provides with an opportunity 
. hich have occurred m my work of recent 

events 
1
perhapsé 

more st.atements by a than my smg e expos m 

swift 
. d to t one a pubhc declaratwn unti suc 

e:vents that 
1 

our foreign policy had taken on 
t1me as the pnnmpa pro 

a more definite form. f the weakening of collective international 
3. The consequences o .. th method of intercourse 

institutions and of a_ complete m on occasions in the 
between in different parts of Lhe 
Houses, cause many d .Pt resulta have in recent months reached 
world. That process an 1 s 

the borders of Poland.l d fi .t. of these phenoroena roay be given 
4 A very genera e ru IOn 

by that relations between individual Powers have taken on a 
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In formulating the above propo.sals the Polish Government actecl 
spirit _of the Polish-German Declaration of 1934 which, by pro· 

v1dmg the du·ect exchanges of views on questions of interest to both 
countri_es, authorised each State to formulate its point of view in the 
course of negotiations. 

The Polish Government received no formal reply to their counter­
proposals for a month, and it was only on the 28th April, 1939, that 

• they learnt from the Chancellor's speech and from the German 
Government's memorandum that the mere fact of the formulation of 
counter-proposals instead of the acceptance of the verbal German 
suggestions without alteration or reservation had been regarded by the 
Reich as a refusal of discussions. 

It is clear that negotiations in which one State formulates demand s 
and the other is to be obliged to accept those dem:mds 
unaltered are not negotiations in the spirit of the declaration of 1934 
and are with the vital_ interests and dignity of Poland. 

In th1s connexwn 1t .should be pomted out that the Polish Govern­
ment were unable at that time to express an opinion regarding th e 
Pol_ish-German-Hungarian guarantee of the independence of Slovakia 
whwh was alluded to in a general way in the German memorandum 
and precisely stated in the Chancellor's speech of the 28th April. 
1939, smce a proposal of this description and in this Íorm had nevn 
been made to them befare. It is, moreover, difficult to imagine how 
such guarantee could be reconciled with the political and militan­
protectorate of the Reich over Slovakia which had been 
a few days previously befare the German Reich formulated its 
proposals towards Poland. 

3. The Government cannot accept such an interpretation 
of declaratwn of 1934 as would be equivalent to a renunciation of 
the nght to conclude political agreements with third States and 

almost a of independence in foreign policy: 
The pohcy of the German Rewh m recent years has clearly indicated 
that the German Government have not drawn conclusions of this 
sort t?e as far as they themselves were concerned. 
The obhgatwns pubhcly accepted by the Reich towards Italy and the 
German-Slovak Agreement of March, 1939, are clear indications of 
such an interpretation by the German Government of the declaration 
of !he Polish Government must here recall that in their 

with States they give and require full reciprocity as 
bemg the poss1ble foundation of normal relations between States. 

The Po!1sh reject as completely without foundation 
all _accusatwns regardmg the alleged incompatibility of the Anglo­
Pohsh I\;(utual Guarante.e of April, 1939, with the Polish-German 

of 1934. Th1s guarantee has a purely defensive character 
m no way th:eatens the German Reich, in the same way as th e 

Pohsh-French Alhance.' whose compatibility with the Declaration of 
1934 has .bee? by the German Reich. The declaration 
of 1934 m Its paragraphs clearly stated that both 
Governments have demded to base their mutual relations on the 
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principies laid ' down in the Pact of París of the 27th 1?28. " 
Now the Pact of París, whieh constituted a general of 
war as an instrument of n11tional policy, just as the declaratlon of 
1934 constituted such renunciation in bilateral Polish-_German 
relations, contained the explicit reservation '' 
Power which shall hereafter seek to promote Jts natwnal mter ests 
by resort to war should be denied the benefits furnished by this 
treaty.'' Germany accepted this principi e in signing the Pact . of 
París and re-affirmed it in the declaration of 1934, together wlth 
other principies of the Pact of París. It from this that the 
declaration of 1934 would cease to be bmdmg on Poland should 
Germany have recourse to war in of Pact of 
Poland's obligations arising out of the Pohsh-Bnt1sh_ 
would come into operation in the event of German actwn _threatemng 
the independence of Great Britain, and, consequ ently, m the 
circumstances in which the declaration of 1934 and the Pact of Pans 
had ceased to be binding on Poland as regards Germany. 

The German Government in making a complaint against the Polish 
Government for undertaking obligations to guarantee the indepen­
dence of Great Britain and in regarding this as a violation by Poland 
of the declaration of 1934, ignore their own obligations towards Italy 
of which the Chancellor spoke on the 30th January, 1939, and in 
particular their obligations towards Slovakia contained in the 
agreement of the 18th and 23rd March, German guaran­
tees of Slovakia did not exclude Poland [ sw], and, mdeed, as appears 
from the provisions of the above agreement regarding the distribution 
of garrisons and military forti:fications in Western Slovakia, were 
directed primarily against Poland. 

4. It appears from the above that the Government of the 
German Reich had no justification for their unilateral decision to 
regard the declaration of 1934 as not binding. The pact was, indeed, 
concluded for ten years without any possibility of denunciation during 
that time. It should be pointed out that the decision to regard the 
1934 Declaration as not binding took place after the previous refusal 
of the German State to accept explanations as to the compatibility 
of the Anglo-Polish guarantee with the 1934 Declaration, which it 
was the intention of the Polish Government to furnish to the 
representativa of the Reich in Warsaw. 

5. Although the Polish Government do not share the view of the 
German Government that the treaty of 1934 has been violated by 
Poland, nevertheless, should the German Government attach 
importance to the fresh regulation, by means of a treaty, of Polish­
German relations on a good neighbourly basis, the Polish Government 
would be prepared to entertain suggestions of this kind with the 
reservation of their fundamental observations contained above in the 
present memorandnm. 
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Anglo-Po1ish Agreement. 

No. 17. 

Statement by the Prime Minister in the House of Commons on 
March 31, 1939. 

The P,Time Minister (Mr .. The right hon. gentle­
man the 1eader of the Oppositíon asked me this morning whether I 
could make a statement as to the European situation. As I said this 
morning, His Majesty's Government have no official confi.rmation of 
the rumours of any projected attack on Poland and they must not 
therefore, be taken as accepting them as true. ' 

.r am glad to take this opportunity of statina again the general 
pohcy of His Government. have constantly 

the adJustment, by way of free negotiation between the 
part1es con.cerned, of any differences that may arise between them. 
T.hey that this is the natural and proper course where 
?1fferences ex1st. In their opinion there should be no question 

of solution by peaceful means, and they would see no 
JUstrficatíon for the substitution of force or threats of force for the 
method of negotiation. 

. As the House is aware, certain consultations are now proceeding 
other In order to make perfectly clear the 

pos1t10n ?f His MaJesty's Government in the meantime befare those 
C?ncluded, I now have to inform the House that 

dm;ng penod, m the event of any action which clearly threatened 
which the Polish Government accordingly 

cons1dered It v1tal to resiSt with their national forces, His Majesty's 
Government would feel themselves bound at once to lend the Polish 
Government all support in their power. They have given the Polish 
Government an assuranoo to this effect. 

I that the French Government have authorised me to 
make. It t?at they stand in the same position in this matter as 
do H1s MaJesty s Government. 

No. 18. 

Anglo-Polish communiqué issued on April 6, 1939. 

The conversations with M. Beck have covered a wide field and 
show? that the two Governments are in complete agreement upon 
certam general principies. 

It was agreed that the two countries were prepared to enter into 
an agreement of a and reciproca! character to replace the 

temporary and. umlateral assurance given by His Majesty's 
Govemment to the Pohsh Government. Pending the r_.ompletion of 
the permanent agreement, M. Beck gave His Majesty's Government 
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an assurance that the Polish Government would consider themselves 
under an obligation to render assistance to Govern­
ment under the same conditions as those contamed m the temporary 
assurance already given by His Majesty's Government to Poland. 

Like the t·-emporary assurance, the permanent would 
not be directed against any other country but ':ould be. des1gned to 
assure Great Britain and Poland of mutual ass1stance m the event 
of any threat, direct or indirect, to the i.ndepe_ndence of either .. It 
was recognised that certain mcludmg a preCise 
definition of the various ways m whtch t,he necessity for such 
assistance might arise, would require further examination befare the 
permanent agreement could be completed. 

It was understood that the arrangements above mentioned should 
not preclude either Governmont from with other 
ronntries in the general interest of the consohdatwn of peace. 

No. 19. 

Agreement of Mutual Assistance between the United Kingdom and 
· Poland.-London, August 25, 1939. 

THE Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and the Polish Government : 

Desiring to place on a permanent basis the collabOTation between 
their respective countries resulting from the assurances of mutual 
assistance of a defensive characier which they have already 
exchanged; 

Have resolved to conclude an Agreement for that purpose and 
have appointed as their Plenipotentiaries : 

The Government of the United IGngdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland: 

The Rt . Ron. Viscount Halifax, K.G., G.C.S.I., G.C.I.E., 
Principal Secretary of S tate for Foreign Affairs; 

The Polish Government : 
His Excellency Count Edward Raczyúski, 

ordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Pohsh Repubhc m 
London; 

Who, having exchanged their Full Powers, found in good and 
i!ne form. have agreecl on the following provisions :-

ARTICLE l. 

Shonld one of the Contracting Parties become engaged in 
hostilities with a European Power in consequence of aggression by 
lhe latter against that Contracting Party, the Party 
will at once give the Contracting Party engaged m hoshht1es all the 
snpport ancl assistance in its power. 
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ARTICLE 2. 

(1) The provisions of Article 1 \Yill also apply in the event of an) 
action by a European Power which clearly threatened, directly 01 

indirectly, the independence of one of the Contracting Parties, an¿ 
was of such a nature that the Party in question consiclered it vital te 
resist it with its armed forces. 

(2) Should one of the Contracting Parties become engaged iL 
hostilities with a European Power in consequence of action by that 
Power which threatened the independence or neutrality of another 
European State in such a way as to constitnte a clear menace t-o the 
security of that Contracting Party, the provisions of Article 1 will 
apply, without prejnclire, however, lo the rights of the other 
1•]nropean State concerned. 

ARTICLE 3. 

Should a European Power attempt to undermine tho independence 
of one of the Contracting Parties by processes of economic penetration 
or in any other way, the Contracting Parties will support each other 
in resistance to such attempts. Should the European Power con­
cerned thereupon rmbark on hostilities against one of the Contracting 
Parties, the provisions of Arlicle 1 will apply. 

ARTICLE 4. 

The methods of applying the undertakings of mutual assistance 
pr-ovided for by the present AgreemenL are established between the 
competent naval, milüary and air authorities o.f the Contracting 
Parties. 

ARTICLE 5. 

Without prejudice to foregoing undertakings of the C-ontracting 
Parties t-o give each other mutual supp-ort and assistance immediately 
on the outbreak of hostilities, they will exchange complete and speedy 
information concerning any development which might threaten their 
independence and, in particular, concerning any development whiclt 
threatened to call thr said undertakings into operation. 

ARTICLE 6. 

(1) The Contracting Parties will communicate t-o each other the 
terms of any undertakings of assistance against aggression which they 
have already given or may in future give to other States. 

(2) Should either of Lhe Contracting Parties intend to give such an 
undertaking after coming int-o force of the present Agreement, the 
other Contracting Party shall, in order t-o ensme the proper 
functioning of the Agreement, be informed thereof. 

(3) Any new underlaking which the Contracting Parties may en1er 
in1o in fuLure shall neither limit their obligations 1111der tlw presrnt 

Agreement 
Contracting 
lhird State 
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nor indirectly create new obligations beLween the 
Party not paTticipating in these unclertakings and thc 

concerned. 

ARTICLE 7. 
Should th<' ContracLing Parties be engaged in hostilities in .conse­

f the applicati-on of the present Agrremenl, they wlll not 
an armislice or treaty of peace except by mutual agreement. 

ARTICLE 8. 
· · f ce for a· pcriod of 

(1) 'rhe present Agreement shall Temam m or 

five years. h b f th oxpiry of this period 
(2) Unless denounced six mont s o o • h. . tl . after 

f h C-o l ·actnw Party avmg <ore 
iL shall conti.nue in o:ce, eac . n rb cr' "'· ; . . :x months' notico 1-o 
the right to denounce It at any ttmc y olVlllo Sl 

lhat effect. f · alure 
(3) Thc present Agreement shall rome into orce on sJgn . 

T f . tlt whereof the above-named havo signe el 
lho Agreemont ancl bave affixed theroto lhClr seals. 

Done in English in duplicate, at th o 
1039 A Polish text shall subsequently bo agreed · 

Parties and both texts will then be ant en lC. 

(L.S.) 
(L.S.) 

HALlFAX. 
EDWARD B.ACZYÑSKT. 

Developments in Anglo-German Relations. 

No. 20. 

Spcech by Herr Ilitl c1' at Wilhelmshaven on Ap1'il 1, 193\J. 

('l'ranslation .) · 1 
G, MANS 1 Volksgeuosson uml Volksgenossmnen. . f 

wishes t-o esLimato the o 

lionnany :nust loo k. at the developmeuL_ of 1 a 

A short tu:n:e ago It wa: sa it is filled again 
existence, without any P 

1
° P_ d t' It -; good if one recalls again 

with the hum of work anc pro uc wn. 1 

to this past. . · ··t this 
When the city experienced Its first nse y' battle 

coincided with the regeneration of the German aftei üs At the 
f 'fication This Germany was a Germany peace. . 
or as the so-called peace-loving virtuous nati?ns were carrymg 
same number of wars the Germany of that time h_ad only 

qm ely to preserve 'peace, t-o work in peace, to mcrease lle 
a1m, nam , D 2 
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prosperity of her inhabitants and thereby to contribute to human 
culture and civilisation. 

!his Germany tried with unceasing industry, with 
and w1th perservance to set up its inner life and to assure 

f?r Itself _a proper place in the sun through participation in peaceful 
nvalry with other nations. 

In spite of the fact that this Germany was for decades the surest 
gua!antor of peace. and devoted . herself only to her own · peaceful 
busn::ess, ot)ler natwns, and partiCularly their statesmen, could not 
refram from persecuting this regeneration with envy and bate and 
finally anllwering it with a war. · 

. We know y from historical records how the encirclement 
pohcy of that hme had been_systematically pursued by England. We 
know from nw:nerous facts and publications that in that 
land one was ':Vlth the conception that it was necessary to 
crush Ge.r?Ian;r: because its annihilation would assure to 
every cit1zen a larger measure of this world's goods. 

Oertamly at that time committed errors. Its worst error 
:was to see th1s and to take no steps in time to avoid 

The only whiCb we can level at the régime of that day 
IS the fact that It )lad full knowledge of the devilish plan for a surprise 

on .the Reich, and even so was unable to make up its mind to 
a:v01d m time such an attack, but allowed t)lis encirclement to mature 
nght up to the outbreak of the catastrophe. 

The result was the World War. 

. In this war the German people, although they were in no way 
armed the best,. fought heroiCally. No nation can claim for itself 
the glory of havmg beaten us to our knees, least of all those whose 
statesmen to-day are boasting. 

Germany that remained unbeaten and unvanquished on 
land, sea .and m the au·. And yet we Iost the war. We know the 
power whiCh at time vanquished Germany. It was the power 

the pOison of a propaganda which did not shrink from 
and untruthfulness and which caught the German Reich 

because It was unprepared and defenceless. 

When the Fourteen Points of President Wilson were announced 
r::rany Gen:_nan '' particularly the leading m en of 
time, saw m t.hose Fourteen Pomts not only the possibility for ending 
the World War but for a final pacification of al! nations of this world. 
There come a peace of reconciliation and understanding a 

whiCh :vouid neither victors nor vanquished, a 
without. 1r::demmtJes, a peace of equal rights for al!, a peace of 
equal. of colonial territory and of equal consideration for 
colomal A peace which would · finally be crowned with a 
league of natwns. A peace which, by guaranteeing equal rights 
would It appear super!luous nations in future still to endure 
the of armament whiCh, as IS lmown, previously weighed down 
so heav1ly on them. 
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lJisarmament, therefore, and in fact disarmament of all nations. 
Germany was to give a good example by taking the lead and all 

undertook to follow her disarmament. 
The era of so-called secret diplomacy was to come to an end as 

well. All problems were to be discussed and negotiated openly and 
freelv. 

The right of self-determination for was to be finally 
established and be regarded as the most 1mportant factor. 

Germany believed these assuranc es. Relying on these 
tions Germany laid down her weapons. And then a breach of faith 
began such as world history has never . . 

At the moment when our people had la1d down theu· arms a penod 
of blackmail, oppression, pillage and slavery began. 

No longer any word of peace without and 
but a sentence of condemnatwn for the vanqmshed for hme Without 
en d. 

No longer any word of equal rights, but rights for one side and 
absence of rights and injustice for the other. One robbery after 
another one blackmail after another were the resulte. 

No in this democratic world bothered about the suffering 
of our people. Hundreds of thousands fell in the war, not through 
enemy action, but through the hunger. blockad.e. And when _the war 
carne to an end this blockade was contmued shll for months m order 
to bring still further pressure. or: our 1!1ven t?e Ger.man 
prisoners of war had to remam m capt1vity for 
The German colonies were stolen from us, German formgn secunties 
were simply confiscated, and our mercantile marine was taken away. 

Then carne financia! pillage such as the world has never up. to 
this day seen. Payments were imposed on people wh1ch 
reached astronomical figures, and about whiCh Enghsh statesmen 
said that they could only be effected if the whole German nation 
reduced its standard of living to the utmost and worked fourteen 
hours a day. 

What German spirit and German diligence had created and saved 
in decades was now lost in a few years. Millions of Germans were 
torn away from the Reich, others. were prevented from. returning 
into the Reich. The League of Natwns was made not an mstrument 
of a just policy of understanding, but a guarantor of the meanest 
dictate that human beings had ever thought out. . 

A great people was thus raped and le.d t?e m1sery that 
all of you know. A great people was depnved of Its breach 
of promise and its existence in was Impossible.. A 
French statesman gave sober expresswn to th1s by declanng : 
'' There are 20 million Germans too many in the world ! '' 

There were Germans who , in despair, committed suicide, 
who lethargically submitted to their inevitable and others agam 
who were of the opinion that there was nothmg left to do but 
destroy everything; others again ground their teeth and clenched their 
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fists in impotent rage, others again believed that the past must 
be restored as it had been. 

Ev_ery individual had adopted some sort of attitude. And I at 
_timo, as the unlmown soldier of the World War. took up mv 

positwn. · J 

It :vas a sl_wrL and simple programme; it ran : removal of the 
domes_tw enenues nation, termination of the interna! division 
?f Germany, of the en tire national force of our people 

a new and the smashing of the Peace 'freaty in one 
<;>r ( so oder so! '') For as long as this dictate of 

\ ersallles weighed upon the German people, it was actually doomed 
to go under. 

. other statesmen talk about the necessity of justice reigning 
m this then I may tell them that their m·ime is not justice 
that their was neither rightful nor legal, and that 
permanent VItal nghts of pi:loples come before this dictate . 

The Germa? peoi_Jle was created by Providence, not in order to 
obeJ:" a w?wh smts Englishmen or Frenchmen, but to stand u 
for Its vital nght. That is what we are there for! p 

I was to take up this struggle for standing up for 
German vital nghts. I took it up first of all within the naf 
'l'he place of a num? er of parties, classes and associations has 
been taken by one smgle community, the community of the G 
people ! erman 

_It is _duty of us all to realise this oommunity and to continue 
to It. In the co':lrse of this time I have had to hurt manv 
an mdi:r:dual. . But I beheve that the happiness shared to-day by 
the en_tue must more than compensate every individual for 
the _thmgs whiCh were dear to him and which he individually 1 d 
to gn'e up. 1a 

b 
Y?u have al_l sacrificad J:"Our parties, your clubs, your associations, 

ut :¡ou have mstead rece1ved a great and strona Reich 1 

this Reich is to-day, thank God, sufficiently to take 
un er 1ts protection Y?Ur rights. W e are now no longer endent 
npon the favour. or disfavour of other States or their stateimen. 

_ _when over s1x _years ago I carne into power, I took over a pitiful 
The RelCh to possess no possibilities for existence 

for Ita Citizens. At that t1me. I began work with the only capital which 
I possessed. It was the capital of your power to work r It . 
power to k '' v lk · was your , m y o sgenossen,'' that I began to put into use I 
had not exchange and no gold; I only had one thing : m 
and yom ":ork We ha ve now founded a new eoonomic 8 skm a 
system whiCh 1s called : capital is power to work and y ' · 
oovered by our production. We have founded a b 18 

the most noble p1:inciple in existence, namely, form your lifea yo 
Work for your eXJstence! Help your"elf then God ·¡¡ 1 h 1 · W " ' WI a so e p you 1 

e thus began a gigantic work of reconstruction su ort d b · 
the confidence of the nation, filled with faith and 
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permanent values. In a few years we tore Germany from its despair. 
The world did not help us in doing so! 

If an English statesman to-day believes that all problema can and 
must be solved by frank discussion and negotiations, then I would 
like to say to this statesman : an opportunity to do so existed for fifteen 
years befare our time! If the world to-da y saya that one must divide 
the nations into virtuous and non-virtuous categories-and that the 
English and French belong in the first place to the virtuous nations 
and the Germans and Italians to the non-virtuous-then we can only 
answer : the decision as to whether a nation is virtuous or not virtuous 
can hardly be made by a mortal human being, and should be left to 
God! 

Perhaps this same British statesman will rPply : God has already 
delivered judgment, for he has given to the virtuous nations one­
quarter of the globe and has taken away everything from the non­
virtuous! In answer to that, one may be permitted to ask : by what 
means have the virtuons nations acquired this quarter of the globe? 
And the answer must be, they have not been virtuous methods! 

For SOO years this England has acted only as an unvirtuous 
nation, and now in old age she is heginning to talk about virtue. It 
was thus possible that during the British non-virtuous period 46 
million Englishmen have oonquered almost a quarter of the world, 
while 80 million Germana, on acoount of their virtue, have to exist at 
the rate of 140 to the square kilometre. 

Yes, twenty years ago the question of virtue was not yet quite 
clear in the minds of British statesmen, in so far as it touched 
conceptions of property. At that time it was still thought to be 
compatible with virtue simply to take away from another people the 
oolonies which it had acquired by oontract or by purchase because 
one had the power to do so. 

A power which now it is true is to count as something disgusting 
and contemptible. In this respect, I can only say one thing to 
these gentlemen : we do not know whether they believe that sort 
of thing themselves or not. We assume, however, that they do not 
believe it. For if we were to assume that they really believed it 
themselves, then we would lose every feeling of respect for them. 

For fifteen years Germany had borne this fa te pati ently. I also 
tried at the beginning to solve every problem by discussion. At every 
problem I made offers, and they were every time refused! There 
can be no doubt that every people possesses sacred interests, simply 
because they are identical with ita life and ita vital right. 

If a British statesman to-day demanda that every problem 
ooncerning vital German interests should first be discussed with 
England, then I could make precisely the same claim and demand 
that every British problem must first be discussed with us. 
Admittedly, this Englishman would answer : Palestine is none of 
your business ! But, just as Germany has no busin ess in Palestine. 
so has England no business in the German Lebensraum! And jf 
the problern is claimed to be a question of general rights, then T 
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I_ am determined to contüme to march along this road, and I ant 
?onvmced that we shall advance faster than the others. No Powcr 
m the world will e.ver wheedle our arms from us by mere words. But 

anyone at any time show any desire to measure b.is strength 
ours by force, then the German people will always be in a 

pos1tlon and ready and determined to do the same ! 

. And our friencls think just as we do, especially the S tate with 
wh1eh we are closely bonnd and with which we march now and in 
all circumstances, for all time. When hostile do not 
know what else to wnte about, then they write of cracks in the Axis. 
They can be at ease. 

. This is the most natural political instrument in the world. 
It 1s a poht1eal combi:r:ation which owes its existence not only 

re.ason and the desu·e for JllStlCe, but also to strength inspired by 
1deahsm. 

This structure will_ hold out better than the present alliances of 
non-homogeneous bod1es on_ the other _side. For if anybody tells me 
to-day that there are no d1fferences m world outlook or ideologies 
between England and Soviet Russia, I can only say : I congratulate 
you, Gentlemen. 

. I we shall not have long to wait befare we see that the 
umty m world outlook between Fascist Italy and National Socialist 

is, after all, different from that between democratic Great 
Bntam and the Bolshevik Russia of Stalin. 

But if there should really be no ideological difference between 
them, then I _can only say _: how right is, after all, my attitude 

Marx1sm, commumsm and to democracy! Why two 
appantwns, when after all they are made of the same substance? 

yv e are experiencing in these days a very great triumph and a 
feelmg of s.atisfaction. A country that was also devastated 
by bolshev1sm, 1.n whlCh hundreds and thousands of human beings, 

mez:, chlldre.n old people, were slaughtered, has liberated 
1tself,. az:d hberated. m spite of ideological friends of bolshevism 
who sit m Great Bntam, Fr.ance and other countries. 

We can only too well understand this Spain in her struggle, and 
we greet .her and. her on her victory. W e Germans can 
say. so w1th speCJal pnde, for many young German men have done 
the1r duty there. 

They have as. to break a tyrannical régime and 
to recover for .a natwn Its nght to self-determination. We are glad 

see how qmckly, yes, .how extremely quickly, here also a change 
m the world outlook of the suppliers of war material to the Red side 
has. come a?out, how extensively one 110w suddenly understands 

Spam and how ready one is to do business with this National 
perhaps not ideological business, but at least economic 

busmess! 
This is an the direction developments are taking. 

For I beheve that all States w11l have to face the same problems that 
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we once had to face. State after State will either succumb to the 
Jewish Bolshevik pest or will ward it off. We have done so, and we 
have now erected a national German People's State. 

This People's State desires to live in peace and friendship with 
every other State. it will, however, never again permit itself to be 
forced to its knees by any other S tate. 

I do not know whether the world will become Fascist ! I do not 
believe that the world will become National Socialist! But that the 
world will in the end ward off this worst form of bolshevistic threat in 
existence, of that I am absolutely convinced. 

And, therefore, I believe in a conclusive understanding among 
peoples which will come sooner or la ter. There is no point in bringing 
about co-operatl.on among nations, based upon permanent under­
standing, until this J ewish fission-fungus of peoples has been removed. 

To-day we must depend upon our own power! And we can be 
satisfied with results of this confidence in ourselves ! At home anil 
abroad! 

When I carne into power, Germany was torn and impotent at 
home, and abroad a toy of foroign will. fJ'o-day we have arder at home 
and our economy is fl.ourishing. Abroad we are perhaps not popular, 
but we are respected. That is the decisive factor. Above all, we have 
given millions of our " Volhsgenossen " the greatest happiness they 
could have wished for: their home-coming into our Great German 
Reich. And, secondly, we have given great happiness to Central 
Europe, namely, peace, peace protected by German power. And this 
power shall not be broken again by any force in the world. That shall 
be our oath. 

We thus realise that the '' Volksgenossen,'' more than 2 million 
in number, who died in the Great War, did not die in vain. From 
their sacri:fice a new Great German Reich has arisen. From their 
sacrifice this strong young German Reich of the '' Vol k '' has been 
called to life and has now stood its test in life. 

And in the face of this sacrifice, we would not fear any sacri:fice 
if it should ever become necessary. 'fhis the world should take 
note of! 

They can conclude agreements, make declarations, as many as 
they like : I put my trust not in scraps of paper, but I put my trust 
in you, my " Volksgenossen." 

Germans have been the victims of the greatest breach of promise 
of all time. Let us see to it that our people at home may never again 
become easy to break up, then no one in the world will ever be able 
to threaten us. Then peace will be maintained for our people or, if 
necessary, it will be enforced. And then our people will fl.ourish and 
prosper. 

It will be able to place its genius, its capability, its diligence, and 
its perseverance at the disposal of the work of peace and home culture. 
That is our desire; it is that which we hope and in which we believe. 

Twenty years ago the party was founded, at that time a very small 
structure. Hecall t.he distance covered from that time nntil to-day. 
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can only agree to this opinion if it were regarded as universal 
and obligatory. One says we had no right to do this or that. I 
would like to ask a counter -question : wbat rightr-just to quote only 
one example-has England to shoot down Arabs in Palestine, only 
beca use they are standing up for their home? Who gives England 
the right to do so? 

We at any rate have not slaughtered thousands in Central Europe, 
but have solved our problema in a peaceful and orderly manner ! 
There is one thing, however, that I must say: the German people 
of to-day, the German Reich of the present time, are not willing 
to sacrifice vital interests, and they are also not willing to stand up 
to rising dangers without taking action ! When the allies at one 
time changed the map of Euro pe with no consideration for expediency, 
justice, tradition or even common-sense, we did not have the power 
to prevent them from doing so. But if they expect the Germany of 
the present day patiently to allow vassal States, whose only duty 
consists in their being set to work against Germany, to carry on as 
they like until tbe day comes when their services are to be actively 
employed, then tbey are confounding present-day Germany with the 
Germany of pre-war days. Those who declare that they are prepared 
to pull chestnuts out of the fire for these Great Powers must also expect 
to burn their fingers in the course of tbe process. 

We have really no feelings of hatred for the Czech people, we have 
lived together for years . English statesmen do not know that. They 
have no idea that the Hradschin was built not by an Englishman but 
by and that the St . Veit's Cathedra l was also not built by 
Enghshmen but by Germans. Frenchmen also were not active there. 
They do not know that already, at a time when England was still very 
small, bomage was done to a German Emperor on this hill, and that, 
a thousand years before I did so myself, the first German King stood 
there and received the homage of this people. This the English do 
not know, they cannot know it and they need not h.-now it. 

It is sufficient that we know it, and that it is true that for a 
thousand years this area belonged to the Lebensmum of the German 
people. We would, nevertheless, have had nothing against an inde­
pendent Czech State if this State had not, firstly, oppressed Germans, 
and, secondly, if it had not heen an instrument for a future atta.ck on 
Germany. 
.. But when a fo:·mer Air Minister writes in a newspaper tbat 

1s the of tlus .because of splendid geographica l posi­
twn, to stnke at Germany s mdustry by an· attacks ín a war, tben one 
will understand that it is not without interest to us and that we drew 
certain conclusions therefrom. ' 

It would have hBen a matter for England and France to defend 
this air base. It was our affair, at any rate, to prevent the possibility 
of .such an attack taking place. I believed tbat I could acbieve th{s 
end in a natural and simple way. It was not until I saw that such 
an attempt was doomed to fail, n.nd that tbe anti-German elements 
would once more gain the upper hand, and it was not until I also 
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saw that thís State had for a long time lost its inner to live 
and that it had already collapsed, that I re-enforced anClent 
right and reunited what had to be united by history, geographical post­
tion and all rules of common-sense. 

Not for the purpose of suppressing tbe Czech people! It will have 
more freedom than the oppressed peoples of the virtuous nations ! 

I have, so I believe, thereby rendered a great service to for 
I have in good time made valueless an instruruent that was des1gned 
to beco me effective in time of '' ar against Germany. 

If people now say that this is the sig.nal for Germants de.sire to 
attack the whole world, then I do not beheve they mean 1t senously; 
such a statement could only be the expression of the very worst of 
consciences. Perhaps it is anger at the failure of a far-reaching plan; 
perbaps it is belief that the premises can thereby be created for a. new 
policy of encirclement? Whatever the case may be, I am convmced 
tbat I have thereby rendered a great service to peace. 

And it is from this conviction that I determinecl three weeks ago 
to give the coming Party Rally the name of " Party Rally of Peace." 
For Germany does not dream of attacking other nations. 

What we do not, however, desire to renounce is the extension of 
our economic relations. To this we have a right, and I do not accept 
orders in this respect from any statesman inside or outside Europe! 

The German Reich is not only a great prodncer, but also a 
tremendous consumer. In the same way as we become an unre­
placeable commercial partner as consumer, so are we suited as a 
producer honestly to pay what we consume. 

We do not dream of waging war on other nations, subject, of 
course, to their leaving us in peace also. The Germa1_1 how­
ever, in no case prepared permanently to tolerate mtllltdatlon, or 
even a policy of encirclement. 

I once concluded an agreement with England-the Naval Agree­
ment. It is based on the ardent desire, shared by us all, never to be 
torced to fight a war against England. This desire can, however, only 
be a reciproca! one. If it no longer exists in England, then the 
practical premises for. the removed. Germany 
would a.ccept even a sltuatwn of th1s kmd w1th calm composure ! W e 
are so sure of ourselves because we are strong, and we are strong 
beca use we are united, and also because we keep our eyes open! And 
in this town more than elsewhere I can only urge you to look at the 
world and all happenings therein around us with open Do 
deceive yourselves regarding the most important prereqms1te whiCh 
exists in life, namely, the necessary power at one's own disposal. He 
who does not possess power loses the right to live ! We have had 
fifteen years' experience of such a condition. That is why I have 
made Germany strong again and why I have created a defence force 
on land, on the waters and in the air. 

But when there is talk in other countries of present rearmament 
and of continued and still greater rearmament, then I can only say 
to these statesmen : it will not be me whom they will tire out! 
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Recall extent of the miracle that has been worked upon us. An<l 
have fa1th, therefore, by the very reason of our miraculous progress, in 
the further road _of the German people in the coming great future ! 

Germany: S1eg-Heil! Sieg-Heil! Sieg-Heil! 

No. 21. 

Extract from speech by I-Ierr I-litle1· to the Reichstag on April28, ]939. 
(Translation. l 

I believe that it is a good thing for millions and millions of 
poople that I,_ thanks to the last-minute insight of responsible men 
on the ?ther succeeded in averting such an explosion, and found 
a solutwn wh1eh I convinced has finally abolished problem 
of a source of danger m Central Europe. 

The contentioJ?- that this solution is contrary to the Munich 
Agreement can nelt?er be supported nor confirmed. This agreement 

under no mrcumstances, be regarded as final, because it 
adnntted that other problems required and remained to be solved. 
We cannot really_ reproa?h.ed for the fact that the parties 
concerned-and th1s 18 the demdmg factor-did not turn to the four 
Powers, but only to Italy and Germany; nor yet for the fact that 
the State as such finally split up of its own accord, and there was, 
consequently, no longer any Ozecho-Slovakia. It was, however, 

that, long after the ethnographic principie had been 
mvabd, Germany should take under her protection her interests 

datmg back a thousand years, which are not only of a political but 
also of an economic nature. 

will show whether the solution which ·Germany has 
1s 1?ght or wrong. However, it is certain that the solution 

IS not _snbJect to English supervision or criticism. For Bohemia and 
Morav1a, as the of former Ozecho-Slovakia, have nothing 
more to vnth the Munich Agreement. Just as English 

say, Northern _whether be right or wrong, 
are subJect to German supervision or cntJCrsm, this is also tht> 
case w1th these old German elcctorates . 

However, I entirely to understand how the agreement reached 
between Mr. Ohamberlam and myself at Munich can refer to this 
case, for the case of Ozecho-Slovakia was settled in the Munich 
protoc?l of the four Powers as far as it could be settled at all at 

time. Ap_art from 1Jl"Ovision was merely made that if the 
mteres_ted partres should fall to come to an agreement they should 
be ontrtled to appeal to the four Powers, who had agreed in such a 
case to meot for further G?nsultation after the expiration of three 
months. However, these mterested parties did not appeal to the 
four at all, but OJ?-lY to Germany and Italy. That this was 
fully JUSt1fied, moreover, 1s proved by the fact that neither England 
nor France have raised any objections thereto, but have themselves 

4!:! 

accepted the decision given by Germany and Italy. N?, the agree­
ment reached between Mr. Ohamberlain and myself d1d not relate 
to this problem but exclusively to questions which to the mutual 
relationship between England and Germany. Th1s _Is clearly 
by the fact that such questions are to be treated m future m the 
spirit of the Munich Agreement and of the Anglo-Germa?- Naval 
Agreement, that is, in a friendly spirit way of consultatwn. If, 
however, this agreement were to be apphed to every future German 
activity of a political nature, England too should not t_ake any step, 
whether in Palestino or elsewhere, without first consultmg Germany. 
It is obvious that we do not expect this ; likewise we refuse to gratify 
any similar expectation of us. Now, if _Mr. Oha_mberlain concludes 
from this, that the Munich Agreement 1s for reason annulled, 
as if we had broken it, then I shall take cogmsance of the fact 
and proceed accordingly. 

During the whole of my political activity I have always expounded 
the idea of a close friendship and collaboration between GerJ?-any _and 
England. In my movement I found of hke 
Perhaps they joined me beca use of_ m y attltnde m t?Is matter. Th1s 
desire for Anglo-German friendsh1p and . conforma not 
merely to sentiments which result from the ramal ongms of our two 
peoples, but also to my realisation of the for the whole 
of mankind of the existence of the British Emp1re. I have never 
left room for any doubt of my belief that the existence of this empire 
is an inestimable factor of value for the whole of human cultural and 
econ01nic life. By whatever means Great Britain has acquired her 
colonial territories-and I know that they were those of force and 
often brutality-nevertheless, I know full well that no empire 
has ever come into being in any other way, and that _m the final 
resort it is not so much the methods that are taken mto account 
in history as success, and not the success of methods as 
but rather the general good which the methods No_w there IS 
no doubt that the Anglo-Saxon people have accomphshed Immeasur· 
able colonising work in the world. F_or work I have a sincere 
admiration. The thought of destroymg th1s labour: and 
still appears to me, seen from a higher human pomt of v_1ew, as 
nothing but the effiuence of destruct1veness. 
However, this sincere respect of mme for th1s ach1evement does not 
mean forgoing the securing of the life of my own people. I regard 
it as impossible to achicve a lasting friondship between the 0erman 
and Anglo-Saxon pooples if the side does not that 
there are German as well as Bnt1sh mterests. that not only IB the 
preservation of the British Empire the meaning and purpoae of the 
lives of Britishers, but also that for Germans the freedom and 
preservation of the German Reich is life. purpose. A. genuine, 
lasting friendship between these two Is only conceJVable on 
the basis of mutual regards. The Enghsh poople rules a great 
empire. It built up this at a time when the German 
was internally weak. Prev10usly Germany had been a great emp1re. 
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At one time she ruled the Occident. In bloody struggles aud religious 
dissensions, and as a result of internal political disintegration, this 
empire declined in power and greatness, and finally fell into a deep 
sleep. But as this old empu·e appeared to have reached its end, the 
seeds of its rebirth were springing up. From Brandenburg and 
Prussia there arose a new Germany, the second Reich, and out of 
it has grown at last the German People's Reich. And I hope that all 
English people understand that we do not possess the slightest feeling 
of inferiority to Britishers. Our historieal past is far too tremendous 
for that! 

England has given ihe world ruany great roen and Germany no 
fewer. 'l'he severe struggle for the maintenance of the life of om 
people has in the course of three centuries cost a sacrifica in livrs 
which far exceeds that whieh other peoples haYe had to make i11 
asserting their existencc. 

If Germany, a country that was for ever being attacked, was not 
able to retain her possessions, but was compelled to sacrifice many 
of her provinces, this was due only to her political misdevelopment 
and her impotence as a result thereof! That condition has now been 
overcome. 'J'herefore, we Germans do not feel in the Jeast inferior 
to the British nation. Our self-esteem is just as great as that of an 
Englishman for Ji"Jngland. In the history of our people, now of 
approximat ely two thousand years' standing, there are occasions awl 
actions enough to fill us with sincere pride. 

Now, if England cannot understand our point of view, thinking 
perchance she may look upon Germany as a vassal State, then om 
love and friendly feelings have, indeed, been wasted on England. 
W e shall not despair or lose heart on ihat account, but---relying on 
the consciousnoss of our own strength and on the strength of our friends 
-we shall then find ways and means to secure our independence 
without impairing our dignity. 

I have heard the statement of the British Prime Minister to tho 
effect that he is not able to put any trust in German assuranceR. 
Under the circumstances I consider it a matter of course that we no 
longer wish to expect him or the British people to bear the burden 
of a situation which is only conceivable in an atmosphere of mutual 
confidence . When Germany became National Socialist and thus 
paved the way for her national resurrection, in pursuance of my 
unswerving policy of friendship with England, of my own accord 
I made the proposal for a voluntary restriction of German naval 
armaments. That restrie:tion was, however, based on one condition, 
nam ely, the will and the conviction that a war between Englan•l 
and Germany would never again be possible. This wish and this 
conviction is alive in me to-day. 

I am, however, now compelled to state that the policy of England 
is both unofficially and officially leaving no doubt about the fact that 
such a conviction is no longer Rhared in London, and that, on the 
contrary, tbe opinion prevails tllC're that no matter in what con:fl.il't 
Germany should sorne day be entangled, Great Britain would always 
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have to tako hor stantl against Germany. 'rhus a war 
Gcrmany is takon for granted in that cou_ntry. I most_ profouudl} 
regret suuh a development, for the only _clam1 I have ever made, anc: 
shall eontinue to make, on England JS that for a. return of om_ 
colonies. But I always made it very clear that th1s would never 
become the cause of a military con:fl.ict. I have always held that the 
English, to whom those are of no value, would one day 
understand the German situatlon and would 
friendship higher than the possession of _which, whlle 
yielding no real profit whatever to them, are of v1tal 1mportance to 

Germany. d 1 · h" h 
Apart from this, however, l a e a1m w lC 

might in any way ha ve interfered w1th Bnt1sh mtere sts ha ve become 
a danger to the Empire and thus have meant kmd of damage 
to England. I have always kept within ,the_ l_im1t of such demands 
as are intimat ely connected with Germany s hvmg space and thus the 
eternal property of the German nation . England to-day, both 
by the press and officially, upholds the v1ew that q-ermany shot;tld 
be opposed under all circumstances, and confirms tlns by the pohcy 
of encirclement lmown to us, the basis for the Naval Treaty h3:s 
been removed. I have therefore resolved to send ,t,o-_da! a commum­
cation to this effect to the British Government. . Ih1s lS to us not a. 
matter of practical material importance:-for I st1ll hope that we. shall 
be able to avoid an armaments race w1th England-but actwn of 
self-respect. Should the British Government, how:ever, WJSh to enter 
once more into negotiations with Germany on th1s problem, no one 
would be happier than I at the prospect _of still being e.ble to come 
to a clear and straightforward understandmg. 

No. 22. 

Memontndum from thc German Governm ent dcnouncing the Anglo­
Uennan Naval Agrecment. 

('rranslation.J d th 
WHEN in the year 1935 the German Government ma e e 

British Govemment the offer to bring the strength of the German 
fleet to a fixed proportion of the strength of tbe naval of the 
British Empire by means of a treaty, it did so on the bas1s_of the 
conviction that for all time the recurrence of a 
between Germany and Great Britain was excluded. In voluntanly 
recognising the priority of interests at sea the. o!Ier 
of the ratio 100 : 35 it believed that, means ?f th1s decJSJ?n, 
unique in the history of the Great 1t was f1 step 
would lead to the establishment of a fnendly relatwnsh1p for all trme 
hetween the two nations. This step on the part of the German 
Government was naturally conditional on the 
their part a1so being determined to adopt a pohtJCal att1tu?o whJCh 
would assure a friendly development of Anglo-Gcnmm relatwns. 
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On this basis and under these conditions was the Anglo-Germau 
Naval Agreement of the 18th June, 1935, brought into being. This 
was expressed in agreement by both parties on the conclusion of the 
agreement. Moreover, last autumn after the Munich Conference the 
German Chancellor and the British Prime Minister solemnly confirmad 
in the declaration, which they signed, that they regarded the agree­
ment as symbolical of the dooire of both peoples never again to wage 
war on one another. 

The German Government has always adhered to this wish and is 
still to-day inspired by it. It is conscious of having acted accordingly 
in its policy and of having in no case intervened in the sphere of 
English interoots or of having in any way encroached on these 
interests. On the other hand it must to its regret take note of the 
fact that the British Government of late is departing more and more 
from the course of an analogous policy towards Germany. As is 
clearly shown by the political decisions made known by the British 
Government in the last weeks as well as by the inspirad anti­
German attitude of the English press, tho British Government is now 
governed by the opinion that England, in whatever part of Enrope 
Germany might be involved in warlike confl.ict, must always take 11p 
an attitude hostile to Germany, even in a case \Yhere English interests 
are not touched in any way by such a confl.ict. The British Govern­
ment thus regards war by England against Germany no longer as an 
impossiblity, but on the contrary as a capital problem of English 
foreign policy. 

By means of this encirclemeut policy the British Government 
has unilaterally deprived the Naval Agre.ement of the 18th June, 
1935, of its basis, and has thus put out of force this agreement as 
well as the complementary declaration of the 17th July, 1937. 

The same applies to Part III of the Anglo-German Naval Agree­
ment of the 17th J uly, 1937, in which the obligation is laid down to 
make a mutual Anglo-German exchange of information. The 
execution of this obligation rests naturally on the condition that a 
relationship of open confidence should exist between two partners. 
Since the German Government to its regret can no longer regard this 
relationship as existing, it must also regard the provisions of Part III 
referred to above as having lapsed. 

The qualitative provisions of the Anglo-German Agreement of the 
17th July, 1937, remain unaffected by these observations which h11ve 
been forced upon the German Govemment against its will. The 
German Government will abide bv these provisions also in the future 
and so make its contribution to the avoidance of a general unlimited 
race in the naval armaments of the nations. 

Moreover, the German Government, should the British Govern­
ment desire to enter into negotiatione with Germany, in regard to the 
future problems here arising, is gladly ready to do so. It wonld 
welcome it if it then proved possib1e t-o reach a clear and categorical 
understanding on a sure basis. 

Berlin, April 27, 1939. 
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No. 2R. 

Viscount Halifax Lo Sir N. Henderson (Berlin). 

s· Foreign Office, June 16, 1939 .. 
1r,'rnE German Ambassador called at the Offi.ce th1s 

mornina to sign a technical agreement of no great 1mportance 
the two'O Governments, and I had a few co:1Versahon 
him afterwards. In part this followed the fam1har l_me of assertwn 
on his part of the effect that was being produ.ced m by 
encirclement. 'rhe Ambassador expressed the v1ew that, JUSt the 
old phrase '' The Fleet in being '' suggested pressure e ven Wlthout 
overt action, so now the regrouping of Powers .that we were 
organising was, in fact, designed to operate as pressure ?: 
Germany, and it was this which was resented. Exc ellency , 
and made the same observation at a later m our conversatwn, 
that much of the feeling at the present was. due to _all the 
discussion about our anti-aggression negot1atwns Wlth :au.ss1a. In 
his view the situation would be easier whe_n these were 
settled one wav or the other. I thought th1s observatwn perhaps not 
without significance. . . 

2. I replied by saying that, if anybod:f was Germany, 
it was herself by the policy that she pers1sted 1?- pursumg. Wha!­
ever might be thought about the policy now bemg pursued by thiH 
country it seemed to us quite plain that the German Chancellor ha? 
broken 'the china in Europe and it was only he :Vh? could put ü 
toaether again. We repeatedly made efforts from th1s s1de to_open the 

to a diminuti?n of and improvement of relatwns, but 
this had so far elicüed nothmg m the nature of response from Herr 

Hitler- ld 1 k 
3. I told Herr von Dirksen tha t I he _wou et me . now 

jf at any time he had anything that he m1ght WlSh to 
to me that he thought of value, and he replied by a s1mllar 
wish that I would not hesitate at any time to send for h1m. 

I am, &c. 
HALIFAX. 

No. 24. 

Memorandum from His Majesty's Govermnent of 23, 1939. 
replying to the Gennan memorandum* denouncmg the Anglo-
German Naval Agreement. 

General Considerations. 

IN their memorandum of the 27th Aprillast the Govern­
ment state that, in making their offer in 1935 
to a percentage of the British naval forces, they did so on a bas1s 

" No. 22. 
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of the firm conviction that for all time the rccurrence of a warlilw 
conflict between Germany and Great Britain was excluded.'' 

2. The German Government justify their action in terminating 
the Ang:o-German Naval Agreement of 1935, the Supplementary 
Declaratwn of 1937, and Part III of t)J.e Naval Agreement of 1937, 
on _the gr?und that t)J.e attitude of His Majesty's Government in the 
Umted Kmgdom showed that they now held the view that, in what­
ever part of' Europe Germany might be involved in warlike conflict 

Br!tain must always be hostile to Germany even in cases wher¿ 
Enghsh mterests were not touched by such a conflict. 

3. question the attitude of IIis Ma:jesty's Govern­
ment m any JUStify the German Government in terminating 
these mstruments without, at least, previous consultation between 
the two Governments is dealt with hereafter. It is not the case that 
in whatever part of Europe Germany might be involved in warlike 
conflict Great Britain must always take up an attitude hostile to 
Germany. Great Britain could only be hostilc to Germany if 
Germany were to commit an act. of aggression against another 
country; and the political decisions, to which it is understood the 
German Government . re.fer in involving 
guarantees by Great Bntam to certam countnes could only operate 
if the countries concerned were to be attacked by Germany. 

4. In the memorandum from the German Government the claim 
is made to describe British policy as a policy of encirclement. This 
description is without any justification, and indicates a misunder­
standing and misreading of British purposes which must be corrected. 
. 5. The action recently taken by the German Government to 
mcorporate certain territories in the Reich, whatever may have 
been by them be the justifying reasons, has undoubtedly 
res"?-lted m a great mcrease of anxiety in many quarters. The 
actwns subsequently taken by the United Kingdom Government have 
no oth.er. purpose t)J.an con tribute to the removal of this anx"iety, 
?Y ass1stmg smaller .natwns to feel secure in the enjoyment of their 
mdependence, to whlCh they have the same right as Great Britain or 
Germany herself. The commitments which Great Britain has 
recently undertaken in pursuance of t)J.is purpose are limited, and as 
stated above could only become effective if the countries concerned 
were the victims of aggression. 

6. Nor have His Majesty's Government either the intention or 
the desire to restrict the development of trade. On the 
contrary, under the Anglo-German Payments Agreement a consider­
able supply. o_f. free exchange been . made to Germany 
for the acqms1t IOn of raw matenals. Th1s agreement IS as favourable 
to Germany as any which has been concluded, and His Majesty's 

would look forward to further discussion of measures 
for of Germany's economic position, if only the 
essent1al pre-condltwn could be secured, namelv, the establishment 
of mutual confidence and goodwill whic)J. is the preliminary 
to calm and unprejudiced negotiation. 
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7 
The consistenL desire of His Majesty's Government, fadr 

· · · h G has been an IS o 
being the promotion of a war Wlt . n· 
establish Anglo-German relations on the basis of mutual f l-. 
tion of the needs of both countrics, consistently with due regar or 
the of other nations. . . , t 

8 But while for these reasons H1s MaJesty s 
tbat 'there has been any change in their pohcy or attitu e 

w"'bieh justify the recent action of 
tltey must add that in their view the mam obJeCt of t 
German Naval Agreemm'lt was to an element o 1 I_Y 
into the naval situation and to avmd unnecessary compet1t10n m 

armaments. 
The Anglo-German Naval Agreement of 1935. . . . 

9. For this reason the Agreements contained no pro;Ision for 
unilateral denunciation at the instance of of_ the parties alone, 
but clearly contemplated or only by mutual 
consultation-a procedure which 1-hs Ma3esty Government 7egret 
that the German Government have not thmr way to adopt m the 

case. The Agreement of 1935, was expressly stated 
fo be permanent in character, and His MaJesty s Government would 
draw the attention of the German Government to actual 
of tbe Exchange of Notes of the 18th June, 1935, whlCh 
the Anglo-German Naval Agreement of that year, from. 
the character of the Agreement and the circumstances m wblCh Its 
moclification was contemplated are absolutely clear. 

10 In the opening Note, Sir Samuel Hoare referred to the 
versaÚons which bad taken place '' the primary purpose of whiCh 
has been to prepare tbe way f?r the holding of a conference 
on the subject of the limitatwn of armaments. He then 
referred to the German proposal for a rat10 of 100 : 35. 
fieets of the British Commonwealth and Germany and H1s 

M 
· t •

8 
Government reaard this proposal as a contnbutwn of the 

aJeS y "' 1' . . , H el the greatest importance to future naval 1mitatwn. e 
belief that the Agreement would '' concluswn of a 
general agreement on of naval hmltabon between all the 
naval Powers of the worlct. . . 

11. In bis reply of the same date, Herr von R1bbentrop recapit':-
lated the terms of Sir Samuel IIoare's Note and confirmed that 1t 
correctly set forth the proposal of the He 

ssed the opinion that the Agreement wlll famhtate the 
expre hi t. b t 11 the conclusion of a general agreement on t s ques wn e ween a 
naval Powers of the world.'' 

12. The wording of the notes thus shows clea7ly that the Agree-
ment was regarded as a contribution to the solutwn of the problem 
of naval limitation. If the ,now allege that the 
Agreement has a different meamng, H1s Ma3esty Government must 
observe that such an allegation finds no warrant m the terma of the 
Agreement itself, comprebensive and detailed though they were. 
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13. The Agreement was equally clear on the subject of its 
duration. In Sir Samuel Hoare's Note it is stated to be "a permanent 
and definite Agreement as from to-da y.'' Herr von Ribbentrop in 
his reply stated that the German Government also regarded it "aR 
a permanent and definite agreement with effect from to-day.'' 

14. In paragraph 2 (a) of the Notes it is etated that '· the ratio 
of 35: 100 is to be a permanent relationship, i.e., the t,otal tonnage 
of the German Fleet shall never exceed a percentage of 35 of the 
aggregate tonnage of the naval forces of the members of the British 
Commonwealth. 

15. In paragraph 2 (e) of the Notes it is stated that "Germany 
will adhere to the ratio 35: 100 in all circumstances, e.g., the ratio 
will not be affected by the construction of other Powers. If the 
general equilibrium of naval armaments, as normally maintained in 
the past, should be violently upset by any abnormal and exceptional 
construction by other Powers, the German Government reserve the 
right to invite His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom to 
examine the new situation thns created." 'l'his was the only provi­
sion which contemplated any general modification (i.e., apart from 
the special case of submarines) of the terms of the Agreement; and 
it will be observed that the only condition foreseen that might entail 
modification was a violent disturbance of the general equilibrium of 
naval armaments. Moreover, under the terms of the Agreement 
modification could even then only take place after the situation had 
been examined in consultation with His Majesty's Government. 

16. The German Government, however, do not maintain that 
such a condition in fact exists . Still less have they invited liis 
Majesty's Government to examine the sitnation before taking their 
action . That such consultation was essential is further clear from 
paragraph 3 of the Notes, which states that His Majesty's Government 
recognised Germany's right to depart from the 35 per cent. rati o in 
the circumstances contemplated by paragraph 2 ( r) "on the under­
standing that the 35 : 100 ratio will be maintained in default of agree­
ment to the contrary between the two Governments. '' 

17. Even if the memorandum which the German Government 
have now Ftddressed to His 1\Iajesty's Government is intended to be 
read, not as a denunciation, but as a statement of the opinion of the 
German Government that His Majesty's Government have so acted 
as to cause the Agreement to lose its force, His Majesty's G::vernment 
cannot admit that such a plea could properly be advanced without any 
prior consultation between the two Governments as a reason for non­
compliance with the express terms of the Agreement. 

The Anglo-German Naval Agreement of 1937. 

18. Considerations of a similar character apply to the German 
action regarding Part III of the Anglo-German Naval of 
the 17th July, 1937. This Agreement also makes no for 
nnilateral denunciation or modification apart from the speC!al cases 
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, , 1 t r clauses , ' which are not here 

contemplated by the so-called hesr a is expressed to ,, remain 
relevant. Apart from these, t e gre '' 
in force until the 31st Dec.ember,. 1942. omplementary to the London 

1\:l. This Agreement e Italy and the United States 
Naval Treaty.of 1936, to between His Majesty'a 
are also part1es, and to 1 p g All these instrumenta have as 
Government and nava ower;· and expensive competition in 
their object the of a one country producing special 
naval armaments. .Th1s ma.y ar y must re l ; or by uncertainty 
types of ships to othe_rs fee1 and that large 
asto the actions and ?lt o h"ch must then be matched by 
numbers of are bemg 

0
f affected. The qualitative 

competitiva bmldmg on the P th f designed to prevent useless 
limits of these agreements hare e:e. ore for exchanae of information 

t·r . tvpes and t e provlswns o . b "ld" compe 1 wn m • ' f d d suspicions of excess1Ve m mg. 
are designed to .destroy un e ountries were not good, this would 
Even if the relatwns between wo e nt to nfford ground for t€r-

. M · t • Governme " 
not appear to H1s aJeS h r ·nates unprofitable competition, 
minating an agreemenlt w e lm:ments which can benefit neither 
and prevents a wastefu race m arm 
party. 

Qualitative limitation. bl that 
. . . h r ht of these considerations, presuma y, 

20. It 1s m t e lg d . tl , , qnalitative provisions of the 
the German Government efslrteh 11e7th J ulv 1937 to remain un-
A 1 G n Agr·eement o · e ·' ' d h th" ng o- erma . . . 1 H" M . ty's Govermnent woul s are rs 
affected." In prmclp e, 1S to aJes .. t out that the retention of the 

: . but the;y. are blound ·n suffice to creato that feeling of 
quahtat1Ve the purpose of the Anglo-German 
mutual secunty, d f which the provisions for the 
Agreement to contnbute, an ° . H"s Majesty's Government 
of information were el to with the German 
would, however, at of their Note of reaching "a 
Government the J?OSSl l l Y. m ndin " on a sure basis. 
clear and categoncal fhe German Government announce.d 

21. From the te!ms m v. . f e limits of the 1937 Agreement, Jt 
their decision to retam the quah\a t "tations by which they consider 
is not clear what are Jh.e of cruisers . The ·qualitative 
themselves to. be boun m b A ·t" le 6 (1) of the Anglo-German 
limits of crmsers,.., are fixed tfns lacement with guns not exceed­
Agreement of as b limit that all signatory Powers 
ing 6·1-inch cahbTre, an 1 IS J are also bound. Although 
of the London Navll Agreement of 1937 permitted Ger­
Article 6 (2) of o- to increase her 8-inch gun cruiser 
many under certai? crrcut:?-s a recluded from building more than five 
tonnage she was 111 practlce P t d the 1935 Agreement 

'. b the limits of her quo a un er · 
such crmsers y G ent have terminated the latter Agree-
Now thaht the ;:ae;:amto rruiser limits is no longer clear, but 
ment, t e pos1 wn w ,., 
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whichdLhe Government intend 

G 
' ons an 6 ·1-mch guns Th G 

overnrnent are requestecl to co fi th' . . e errnan 22 Th 11 rrn IS assumptwn. 
that His of strength at the end of 1942 and 1943 

overnrnent have rnade t th G G 
rnent have been given solel for the o. e eriD:an overn­
visions of the 1935 Arn·eer!ent I l?urpose of Irnplernentmg the pro-
will be necessary they that no further forecasts 
to rnake full use of her 1935 uo[e rnerely t:> allow Gerrnany 
bound to the limit of 35 per ;fe t a. { 1s to be no longer 
be clearly understood that nfs 13 t e Agreernent, it should 
be bound by their past forecast s of JeS y s over!1rnent can no longer 
considered to be cancelled. strength, whiCh rnust therefOTe be 

23. In the last paragraph of th · · 
Governrnent declare that the . eJr the Gerrna.n 
regard to future problerns il _J.re t? enter mto negotiations in 
so. As indicated above th 1S aJes y s Governrnent desire to do 
a situation which is in 'sorn:re resul:s frorn the recent Gerrnan action 
views would help to it uncertain, an exchange of 
tonnage and gun limits for the question of 
the Gerrnan Governrnent . d , 1 1S ·esu·a e to know whether 
the articles of the bound by all 

24. Jf, howeve;, what the o er an those m Part III. 
the. negotiation of another is 
whiCh they have now tenninated His M . P, ce those prov1swns 
be glad to receive sorne indication'of the s:;;esty sd Governrnent. would 
Gerrnan Governrnent would cons'd pe. an purpose whwh the 
rnent. 1 er appropnate to such an Agree-

25 · In particular His M a· t • G when, in the Gerrnan view y s. overnrnent desire to know, first, 
should take for of such an 

desn·e to know how the Germa G y, H1s MaJesty s Governrnent 
that any action in Lhe sha e would propase to ensure 
new Agreernent durina termes rnodification of the 
consent of both . 1 s va 1 1 y should carry the 

No. 25. 

Speech by the Secretary of StcL[e jo?· Foreign Affairs at Chatham I-I 
on June 29, 1939. ouse 

WHEN I look back to the h h' h . 
House Dinner in June a e:rc w 1c I at the Ohatharn 
the great changes that ha;e am as we all are, of 
taken no specific comrnitmentE on 1:ceC t' year ago we had under-e on ment of Europe, beyond 
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those which had then existed for sorne considerable time and are 
familiar to you all. To-day we are bound by new agreements for 
mutual defence with Poland and 'l'urkey : we have guaranteed assist­
ance to Greece and Rournania against aggression, and we are now 
engaged with the Soviet Governrnent in a negotiation, to which I hope 
there may very shortly be a successful issue, with a view to associating 
them with us for the defence of States in Europe whose independence 
and neutrality may be threatened. We have assumed obligations, and 
are preparing to assume more, with full understanding of their causes 
and with full uuderstanding of their consequences. We know that, 
if the security and independence of other countries are to disappear, 
our own security and our own independ ence will be gravely threatened. 
We know that, if international law and order is to be preserved, we 
must be prepared to fight in its defence. 

In the past we have always stood out against the atternpt by any 
single Power to domínate Europe at the expense of the liberties of 
other nations, and British policy is, therefore, only following the 
inevitable Ene of its own history, if su eh an attempt were to be rnade 
again. But it is not enough to state a policy. What matters is, 
firstly, to convince the nation that the policy is right, and secondly, to 
take the steps necessary for that policy to succeed. I believe that at 
no time since the War has there been such national unity on the rnain 
essentials of our foreign poli e y, and that with this spirit of unity 
goes a deep and widespread deteTmination to make that policy 
effective. But I believe, too, that arnong all classes of our people 
who, in virtue of their common citizenship, aTe being called upon to 
defend their country, and the causes for which it stands, there is an 
increasing desire to look beyond the immediate present, and to see 
before thern sorne goal for which they would wi11ingly sacrifice their 
leisure and, if need be, their lives. 

W e are already asking for great sacrifices from all ages and classes 
in the call for national service. In one way and another, every rnan 
and wornan has a part to play, and I know is prepared to do so. The 
imrnense e:ffort that the country is rnaking in equipping itself for 
defence at sea, in the air and on land is without parallel in peaco 
time. We have an unchallengeable Navy. Our Air Force, still und er­
going an expansion which has outstripped all expectations of a few 
months ago, has now nothing to fear frorn any other. I have little 
doubt that its personnel, in spirit and in skill, is superi; ,r to all others. 
Our arrny, once derided, but which survived to prove its worth so that 
it made a boast of that derision, is, no doubt, smuU in comparison 
with that of sorne other countries. But , rrs happen cd. once beíore, we 
¡¡,re creating here also a powerful weapon for the llefence of our own 
liberty and that of other peoples. With eYory week that passes, that 
cffort gains rnornenturn, and on overy sitlc of life, political, adminis­
trative, industrial, we have abundant e videncc of how fumly this 
national e:ffort is driven and supported by. the people's will. Behind 
all our rnilitary e:ffort stand the Brilish people, more united than 
ever before, and at their service Lheir wealth and industrial resources. 
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These, again, are the object of contemptuous reference, but they have 
earn.ed by the labour, skill and courage of our people. None of 

th1s array strength will be called into play except in 
defence agarnst aggresswn. No blow will be struck, no shot fi.red. 
Of the truth of that, everyone in this country is convinced. I believe, 
myself, that most people .in really accept it in spite 
of the propaganda th.at drns rnto the1r ears the contrary. What is 
also now fully and umversally accepted in this country, but what may 
not even yet be as well understood elsewhere, is that, in the event 
of further aggression, we are resolved to use at once the whole of om 
strength in fulfi.lment of our pledges to resist it. 

These great changes in our national life could not, indeed, be 
?rought about, were they not backed by deep conviction, which is 
1mmensely strengthened by what we hear and read almost daily from 
other parts of world. We are often told that, though once we 
were a great natwn, our ways are now old-fashioned and that our 
d.emocracy has no. life in it. We read the mischievous 'misrepresenta­
twns ?f our .actwns . and of our motives, which sorne people in 
co?-ntnes holdmg a difierent international philosophy from our own 
thmk fi.t to makr . . we read them with resentment, knowing that they 

false and knowmg that those who make them know it, too. These 
do not pass unnoticed here, nor, I may say, do provocativa 

msults offered to further afi.eld. I can say at 
once that Great Bntam 1s not prepared to yield either to calumnies 
or force. It may afford sorne satisfaction to those who have 
pronounced our nation to be decadent to learn that they themselves 
have found the cure-and one most effective. Every insult that is 
offered to our people, every rude challenge that is made to what we 
value .are determined to defend, only unites us, increases our 
determmatwn and strengthens our loyalty to those others who share 
our feelings ancl aspirations. Over a large part of the world the olcl 

of c?nduct and of ordinary human decency, which man had 
lab?rwusly bmlt up, are bein& set aside. Things are being done to-day 
whlCh we hardly read w1thout amazement; so alien are they to 

conceptwn of how men should deal with their fellow-men. Rules 
?f ?onduct between nations are ovenidden with the same callous 
rnd1fference as rules of conduct between man and man. 

'11he fi.rst thing, therefore, which we have to do is to see that our 
own standards of conduct d.o not deteriorate. On that point there 
must be-and I know there 1s-complete national unity. We respect 
our W e that w1thout that there can be no real 
self-respect e1ther for mdiVIduals, or, in the long run, for nations. 
The day that we lose respect for our fellow-men, our democracy 
:vould have lost somethmg. w.hich its vitality depends, and would 

become. our cntlCs hke to think it, moribund and dead, 
for It would, have the right to live. If, then, we hold 

to these what 1s the application of them to our foreign 
pohcy? . a time when our aims are being constantly misrepre­
sented, It IS perhaps well to restate them boldly and with such 

61 

plainness of speech as I can .. And I would try 
briefly both with our aims in the Jmmediate present, and .our a1ms 
· the future · what we are doing now and what we shonld bke to see 
m ' · "bl done as soon as circumstances make 1t possi e. . 

Our fi.rst resolve is to stop aggression . I need not recapitul ate 
the acts of aggression which have taken place, ?r the effect they have 
had upon the general trust that Europ ean natwns feel able to place 
in words and undertakings. For reason, and for that reason 
alone we have joined with other natwns to meet a common danger. 

arrangements we all know, and the world knows, have no 
urpose other than defence. They mean what they more 

no less. But they have been denounced as aimmg at the 
isolation-or, as it is called, the GermanJ:" Italy, 
and as desianed to prevent them from acqumng hvmg space 
necessary their national existence . I shall deal with these charges 
to-night, and I propase to do s.o with comp:ete frankness. . . . 

We are told that our motiVes are to Isolate Germany w1thm a 
ring of hostile States, to stifle her outlets, to cramp and 
throttle the very existence of a great natwn. What 3-re the facts.? 
They are very simple and everybody knows them. Germany JS 
isolatina herself and doing it most successfully and completely. S.he 
is isolating from other c:ountries economically by her. pohcy 
of autarky, politically by a pohcy that uses anXIety to 
other nations, and culturally by her pohcy of If you 
deliberately isolate yourself from otbers by you:· a?twns yo.u can 
blame nobody but yourself, and so long as th1s JsolaLwn contmues, 
the inevitable consequences of it are bound to become and 
more roarked. The last thing we desire to. see tbe :ndiVIdual 
German man, or woman, or child suffering pnvatwns; but 1f they do 
so, the fault does not lie with us, and it. depe?ds on 0ermany and 
Germany alone whether this procesa .of 1solatwn o.r not. 
for any day it can be ended by a pohcy of co-operatlon. 1s well 
that this should be stated plainly so that there may be no mJsunder-
standing here or elsewhere. . . 

I come next to Lebensmum. Th1s word, of wh1ch .we have not 
heard the last, needs to be fairly and Every 
developed community is, of course, faced wüh vital probleJ?. of 
living space. But the problem is not solved s1mply by acqumng 
more territory. That may inc1eed only make the more acute. 
It can only be solved by wise ordering .of affaus. of a c?untry at 
home, and by adjusting and lts relatwns other 
countries abroad. Nations expand their wealth, and raise 
standard of living of their people by gaining the confi.dence of thmr 
neighbours, and thus facilitating the flow of goods bet":een them. 
The very opposite is likely to . be the conseqt:ence of ·actwn by one 
nation in suppression of the mdependent of 
and weaker neighbours. And if Lebensraum IS to be apphed m that 
sense, we reject it and must resist its application. It is noteworthy 
that this claim to ''living space '' is being pnt forward at a moment 
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when Germany has become an immigration country imp01·tin• • ' e 
workers in large numbers from Czecho-Slovakia, Holland and Italy 
to meet the needs of her industry and agriculture. How then cau 
Germany claim to be over-populated? Belgium and Holland, and to 
a less extent our own islands, have already proved that what is 
called over-population can be prevented by productive work. The 
wide spaces and the natural resources of the British Empire and the 
U:nited of America were not able to save them from widespread 
d1stress dunng the great slump of 1929 to Hl32 . Economically the 
world far too closely knit together for .any one country to hope to 
profit 1tself at the expense of its neighboun ;, and no more than anv 
other country Germany hope to solvc her economic problems 
isolation. It is no doubt impossible at present for us to foresee tbe 
clay when all trade everywhcre will be completely free. But it iR 
possible to make arrangements, given the opportunities, which woulrl 
greatly enlarge the area of freedom. Through co-oper.ation-and we, 
for our part, are ready to co-opemte-there is ample scope for 
extending to all nations the opportunity of a larger economic life with 
all that this means, which is impliecl in the term " Leb ensmum." 

If the world were organisecl on such lines, neither Germany nor 
ILal:v fear for her own safety, ancl no nation could fail to profit 
fr?m the rmmense material benefits which the general application of 
sc1ence has brought within universal reach. But no such societv 
of nations can be built upon force, in a world which lives in fear of 
violence, and has to spend its substance in preparing to resist it. 
It is idle to cry peace where there is no peace, or to pretend to reach 
a settlement unless it can be guarantoed by the reduction of warlike 
preparations, and by the assured recognition of every nation's riaht 
to the free enjoyment of its independence. At this moment the 
doctrine of force bars the way to settlement, and fills the world with 
envy, hatr ed, malice and all uncharitahleness. But if the doctrine of 
force were once abandoned, so that the fear of war that stalks thc 
world was lifted, all outstanding questions would become easier to 
salve. If .all the effort which is now devoted to the senseless 

armaments, with the consequent increase of 
msecunty and d1strust, were to be applied to the common peaceful 
development of resour ces, the peoples of the world would soon find 
an work. together for the common good; they would 
reahse _that the1r true mterests do not confiict, and that progress and 
well-bemg depend upon eommunity of aim •and effort. The nations 
would be ·a position to discuss with real promise of success 
both pohtiCal gnevances and economic difficulties whether in the 
international or colonial field. ' 

me . to say something ab?ut the prin cipies of our 
colomal ·admm1stratwn. There was .a t1me when in the British 
Empire, as elsewhere, colonies were regarded merely as a source of 
wealth and a place for Europeans. You have only t·o 
read any of the colomal hteraturc of those days to see for how little 
connted the rights and welfare of the natives. But during t-lw last 

fi3 

half century a very different Yi?w has gainecl grounél, a 
has been fin el y expressecl in ArtH'le 22 of the Covenant, namc } . t 1a. 
the well-being and development of not yet able_ to 
themselves uncler the strenuous conditwns of the modern world JS 

'' a sacred trust of civilisation.'' . 
That trust has been steadily fulfilled since the War m the. ?ase 

of the Mandated Territories, on which the of the 
of Article 22 of the Covenant has conferred Irnmense benefits.. 
British Commonwealth is fully aware of the heavy 
resting upon it to see that, through res-pect these pnnmples: 
continuitv and development is assured to the nat1ve popnlat:ons: 
mandato;y system, in fact, derives from 
as that which governs British colon_ial adm1mstratJVe pohcy. V\ e have 
a lied the same principles to India and ·Bu_rma, where they are 
sE:adily at work on a scale that twenty or thnty years ag? would 
seemed far bevond the bounds of reasonable ex:pectatwn.. 'Y1thm 
the last few vears we have seen the of En·e mto a 
separa te and • independent mem ber of the _Bnbsh 
en'oying with our other partners of the Empn·e full Dommwn status. 
Fdr many years we tried, the went, ho:d Ireland,. 
the mistaken belief, whi.ch 1s to.-da;Y mvoked to JUstify su 
of Czecho-Slovakia, that it was md1spensable t? our secunty · 
B t we have now realis ed that our safety 1s not d1nnmshed, but 

increased , by a free and friendly Ireland. And both 
here and in· every country for we ha ve been we 
have steadily moved in one. dn·ectwn: . The whole a 
significant and faithful reflectwn of Bnt1sh mto 
political form, and expressing itself, through h1story now, m tht:>. 
development of institutions. We recognise, as the States have 
recognised, that self-governme:1t should the goal of 
colonial policy, a goal which 1s near or d1stant: accordmg. to the 
capacity of the peoples concerned to manage thell' own affa1rs. In 
one of your own stuéli.es, " 'rhe Colonial P:oblem," the type of 
research which enhances the name and reputatw n_ of Chatham House ; 
you have considered the question wheth er colomes pay. You dre" 
attention to the benefits of cheap imports which the of 
countrv possessing colonies obtain as the result the low 
cost o{ production of certain in colomal .. 
under an international system, unuer whiCh the present trade barners 
were to a great extent abolished, those benefits, already as 
are to a considerable extent by many countrie_s not possessmg 
would be shared still more widely. On ·all s1des th_ere could be more 
free and ready access to markets and raw matenals of the 
wider channels of trade down which would flow the goods. 
nations require to buy and sell. Snch are sorne of the possJbllitws 
within everybody's reach. 

How does all this a:ffect our wider problems? <?ne of 
signi:ficant facts in worlcl hist.ory is t.he. extent to. the pnnmple 
of trusteeship has come lo be adopted m the BntJsh Commonwealth 
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during the last thirty years, and there is surely something here that 
oan be used !or the great benefit of mankind. Can we not lool 

to a time. when there may be agreement on common methods 
am1s of colomal development, which may ensure not only that the 

umversally. purpose of colonial administration will be 
to help steadily to raise their level of life, but also 

terntones may make a growing contribution to thc 
wmld s resour?es? On such an agreed foundation of purpose we hope 
Lhat others m1ght be prepared with us to make their contribution to 
a bet.te! If so, I have no doubt that in the conduct of our colonial 
admm1stratwn we should be ready to go far upon the economic side 

already on political side, in making wide;. 
. of th.e pnnc1ples whwh now obtain in the mandated 

terntones, mclndmg, on. terms. of reciprocity, that of the open door. 
Whatever may be the ddlicultws of the colonial problem or of any 
other, I would not of finding ways of settlement, every­
bod_y has got the Wlll to settle. But, unless all countries do in fact 

a >vould only do more harm than good: 
It IS, 1mposs1ble to negotiate with a Government whose 
respons1ble spokesmen brand a friendly country as thieves and blacl{­

and mdulge in daily n:onstrons slanders on British policy in 
all _parbs ?f the world. But 1f that spirit, which is clearly incom­
patible. with_ any desi:·e for_ a peaceful settlement, gave way to 

d1fferent, H1s _MaJesty's .Government would be ready to 
P?ol t??n best thought w1th others m order to end the present state 
?f pohtwal ar:d economic insecurity. If we· could get so far, what an 
1mme_nse stnde the world would ha ve made! We sho ld h 
exorms?d the anxiety which is cramping and arresting 
expanswn and we have brought back an atmosphere of 
confidence a:nong natwns and assurance for the future among the 
youth of th1s a.nd every_ other country. Our next task 
would be the of the mternational arder on a broader 
and firn:er fou_ndatwn. That is too large a tapie for me to embark 
upon tlns evemng, but I should like to commend it to your thinking . 

W e as k_ ourselves how far the failure of the Le ague was d e 
to shortcommgs m the itself, or how far it was the 
o:. sorne of the w-eatest at every stage of its history that has 

Its moral _authonty ancl strength. Is it beyond the 
:pohtwal_ gemus of mankmd to reconeile national individuality with 
mternatwnal _collaboration? Can human purpose rise high eno h 
to solve the An examination of the history of the 

perhaps_ that sorne of its obligations were too loose and 
ot ers Loo ng_1d. ,has been suggested, for instance, that some 
system of spemfic reg:onal guarantees for the preservation of the peace 

_be more effect1ve indefinite but universal obligations 
o rtwles 10 and 16, and 1t 1s not impossible that the ou · f 
the Powers as it exists to-day, instead of dividing Europf. 
so moulded as to become the embryo of a better European system. 
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rrhat is one side of the problem. But it is not enough to devise 
me asures for preventing the use of force to change the status quo, 
unless there is also machinery for bringing about peaceful change. 
For a living and changing world can never _be held in iron cl_amps, 
and any such attempt is the high ro_ad to Changes m. the 
relations, needs, and outlook of natwns are gomg on all the t1me. 
And there is no more urgent need, if we are ever to find a workable 
system of international organisation, than to invent :ueans 
by which such changes can be .. when the_ European 
nations, forgetful of their common ClVIhsatwn, are ar:nmg to the 
teeth, it is more important than ever that we should remmd 
of the essential unity oí European civilisation. European mmds 
meet across political frontiers. With the same background of 
knowledae with the sn,me heritage of culture, they study tpe same 

'the work of the great masters of scien?e, and_ literature or 
art is the common property of all peoples; and thmkers m every 
exchange knowledge on equal and friendly terms. T:uly 1s_ a 
divided Europe a house divided . Ou: fore1gn pohcy 
must, therefore, constantly bear m mmd the present and 
the more distant future, the steps we are now takmg and the goal 
to which they are meant to lead. 

I have strained your patience, but if you will allow me a few 
moments more I will endeavour to pickup the threads of my thought 
a.nd perhaps make a few points explicit.. B!itish rests 
on twin foundations of purpose. One 1s determmatwn to res1st force. 
The other is our recognition of the world' s desire to get on the 
constructive work of building peace. If we could once be satlsfied 
that the intentions of others were the same as our own, and that we 
all really wanted peaceful solutions-then, I here definitely; we 
could discuss the problems that are to-day causmg the world anx1ety. 
In such a new atmosphere we could examine the colonial problem, 
the questions of raw materials, trade barriers, the . issue of 
Lebensraum, the limitation of armaments, and any other 1ssue that 
affects the lives of all European citizens. 

But that is not the position which we face to-day. Tpe threat 
of military force is holding the world to and immediate 
task is-and here I end as I began-to res1st aggresswn. I would 
emphasise that to-night with all the strength at my command, so 
that nobody may misunderstand it. And if we are ever to succeed 
in removina misunderstanding and reaching a settlement which the 
worlcl can trust, it must be upon sorne basis more substantial than 
verbal undertakings. It has been said that deeds, not words, are 
necessary. That also is our view. There must be give and take in 
practical forro on botp sides, for there can be no firm bargains on the 
basis of giving something concrete in return for mere assurances. 
N one of us can in these days see very far ahead in the world in 
which we live, but we can and must always be sure of the general 
direction in which we wish to travel. Let us, therefore, be very sure 
tbat, whether or not we are to preserve for ourselves and for others 
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the things that we hold dear, depends in tho last resort upon 
ourselves, upon the s_trength of the personal faith of each one of us 
and upon our resolutwn to maintain it. ' 

Deterioration in the local situation at Danzig. 

No. 26. 

Note_fmm the PTesident of the Danzig Senate to thc Poli s lt Commis­
swneT-Geneml of JtL11e 3, Hl39, aho11t the q11estion of Polish 
Customs InspectoTs. 

(Translation.) 
M:r. Minister, 

SEVERAL months I the honour to draw your attention to 
the fact that the _ever-n"!-creasmg number of Polish Customs Inspectors 

not compatible_ _w1th the execution of their prescribed duties. 
• .mee the there are now well over 100 Polish Customs 

m. DanZl_g territory. Their behaviour, both in their official 
and ,t.hmr has given rise to increasing complaint. The 

populatwn, hke the German population, in their local frontier 
feel constantly offended by the way in which 

I_ohsh offimals perform their duty and by their behaviour 
m pnvate hfe. 

. I have no fear that incident s on the part of the population might 
anse on that account. Still less is the safety of the Polish officials in 
any way endan&ered. I have therefore taken steps to ensure tha t 

may: as hltherto, perform their duties absolutely safely and 
wtthout I believe, however, that ways and means must 
be found to ehmmate the constant frict.ion and tension. 

For. a_ll these I consider it necessary forthwith to restrict 
acttvtty_ of I ohsh Customs Jnspectors to a general supervision 

m the agreernent. In particular, I must urge that 
offictal acttvlt1es be confined to the offices, and not performed 

of them: 1 also no perrnit the Danzig Uustoms 
to take even 1_n the form of suggestions, frorn tho 

I ohsh Customs . I Wlll, however, see tbat questions 
addressed t<: offimals w1ll be answered officially. 
, . I the P:·esident of the Customs Adrninistration of th(• 

1:' Iee q1t,Y to mstruct h1s officials accordingly. I ha ve the honour 
:Mr. l\hmster, to you to inform your Government accordingl; 
and to exert your mfiuence towards meeting the wishes of the Danz'g 
Government. 

1 

I avail myself of this opportunity to revert to our conversation of 
the 8th February last. At that time I explained to you l\1r M' · t th t I ld · · . , . 1n1s er, 
. a wou gtve to abstain for the present from swearin 
m the cl!stoms. offimals, that,_ should the occasion arise, I 
commumcate w1th you before admmistering the oath. 
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I have the honour to inform yon, with reíerence to the contents 
of m y lett er of the 3rd J anuary last (pages 2 and 3), that I ha ve now 
1oft it to the discretion of the Finance Department of the Senate to 
administer the oath to th e cnstoms officials if they regard it as 
desirable. I have, &c. 

GREISER. 

No. 27. 

Sir JI . Kenna?'d to Viscount Halifax. 

(Telegraphic.) Warsaw, Jun e 11, 1939. 
FoLLOWING is full summary of note, as pu blished here, addressed 

on 10th Jnne by Polish Commissioner-General to President of Danzig 
Senate in reply to latt er 's note of 3rd Jun e* :-

2. President of Senate's complaint of behaviour of Polish 
Customs lnspectors on and off duty is not support ed by any proofs and 
must be regarded as unfounded. On the other hand, behaviour of 
certain Danzig elements, including Customs officials, has been highly 
provocativa, as Commissioner-General has frequently pointed out 
orally and in writing. Polish Inspectora have reacted with dignity 
and moderation and r efnsed to be provoked. The Polish Government 
still expect Senate to take measures to secure personal safety of 
Polish Cnstoms Inspectora to allow free execution of their duty, with 
reference to Point 3 of Polish-Danzig Agreement of 1922, wbich lays 
down that Polish officials in Danzig should receive the same treatment 
as corresponding Danzig officials. 

3. As regards alleged excessive numb er of Polish Customs 
officials, Polish Government, on the contrary, consider it at present 
rather insufficient. 'rlJis can be shown by present state of a:ffairs as 
regards handlin g of goods in Danzig harbour and passenger traffic 
between Danzig and Poland, and is partly due to obstruction 
enconntered by officials in execution of their duty. 

4. Polish Government, moreover, cannot agree to any restriction 
oí activity of Polish Inspectora as forecast in note of Danzig Senate. 
Present treaty arrang ements would not permit of Inspectors merely 
exercising general supervision within customs offices, e. restriction 
which would be contrary to Sections 1 and 4 of Article 204 of the 
Warsaw Treaty of the 24th October, 1921. In this connexion Polish 
note also quotes Article 10 of Polish-Danzig Customs Agreement of 
the 6th August, 1934, which lays down that Danzig officials shall 
conform to instruction s of Polish Customs Inspectora in connexion 
with manifest cases of smuggling. 

5. Polish Government must regard Senat e as fully responsible 
for any disputes which may arise in this last connexion, and must 
regard as illegal and contrary to treaty obligations any ·attempt s by 

* No . 26. 
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Danzig Oustoms authoriLies arbitrarily t.o restrict Polish ricrhts of 
control. Instructions given to Danzig Oustoms officials .as 
in Senate:s note must be regarded as a violation of the principie of 
collahoratwn between Danzig Onstoms Administration and Polish 

have been to continue exercising their 
functwn.mg same hm1ts-which are in conformity with 
treaty m past twenty years, and hope is expressed 
that they will not meet w1th obstruction from Danzig authorities. 

6. As regards question of swearing-in Oustoms officials, Polish 
note refers to written communiootions of Senate on this subject and 
to Oommissioner-General's interviews with President. Should Sena;tc 
not take account of fully justified demands of Polish Government, 
and should they proceed to swearing-in of officials in spite of 
assurance by of t?at this would not tal{e place except 
after consultatwn w1th Oommisswner-General, Polish Government 
will to consider of strengthening customs control, since 
Danz1g Oustoms will in future be giving a less binding 
guarantee of theu· respect for, and proper execution of Polish 
Oustoms regulations. ' 

7 .. Essence of whole. question is that territory of Free Oity is part 
oí Oustoms both legally and in virtue of treaty 

must therefore be assured of thorough-going 
of Pohsh cust?ms policy and regul.ations on externa] 

.of the.u· Oustoms terntory. Hence any measures by Danzig 
aulh onttes. whiCh threaten to obstruct, if only in part, the functioning 
of the Pohsh. Oustoms system can only provoke reaction by Polish 
Government m the form of measures designed fully to protect 
Pol·and's rightful interest. 

8.. Polish Go.vernment desire, as before, to regulate all vital 
questwns Oity of Danzig in agreement with Danzig 

In the sttuatwn recently created, however, they consider it 
warn Senate that any shortcomings or obstructions 

m functwmng of Pohsh Oustoms system and administration must 
react u.nfavourably on the interests of Danzig and its 
populatwn, a consequence whiCh Pohsh Government desire to avoid. 

No. 28. 

Sir H. Kennard to Viscmmt Halifax. 

(Telegraphic.) Wanaw ,Tune 27 1939. 
. I th e for Foreign Affairs 'this what 

he had regardmg ?f the Freicorps at 
Danz1g. He told me that accordmg to Pohsh mformation a corps 
of 4,000 was being formed of whom 2,000 would be quartered at 
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barracks in Danzig itself and 2,000 in new buildings which were being 
constructed at Praust. . . 

2. As regards the general situation in Danz1g 1t wa.s 
a little better. There 1 md been some fifty cases of o:ffie1als 
refusing to carry out the instructions of the Pohsh Oustoms 
Inspectors during the past fortnight, but during the past few days 
there had been no cases of this kind. .This may due í:O the fact 
that the arma for the Freicorps were bemg surreptitwusly 
into the Free Oity from East Prussia during the and 
that presumably now that the were in Danz1g .there IS leas 
occasion for contravention of the Oustoms regulatwns. 

s. M. Arciszewski did not tbmk Ge:many ":ould go to the 
length of risking a general war in connexwn w1th Danz1g, but felt that 

he would gradually strengthen her position there, weaken any 
!uthority that Poland might still have there and Jlope that. Poland 
would finally be reduced to such a state of economlC 
she would have to accept sorne solution as regards Danz1g .which 
would be favourable to Germany. Further, would m the 
meantime, no doubt, assiduously the 1dea that Great 
Britain and Franoo would not implement thetr guarantee .as 
Danzig and thereby endeavour still further to undermme Pohsh 

moral e. 

No. 29. 

Mr. G. Shepherd to Viscount Ilalifax. 

(T l l 
·e ) Danzig, June 28, 1939. 

e egrap11 . b 
IN contrast lo calm in wa,rsaw, the last week has een 

increasingly eventful here. . 
2 For the past fortnicrbt the S.A. men have been .mghtly 

defences around 
0

the Free Oity, and the mght of 
26th-27th June were ordered to _by for a. poss1ble. emergency, 
erhaps in connexion with celebratwn m Polish Feast of 

lhe Seas or because Polish frontier on Danz1g-Gdyma road was closed 
to traffic from midnight on 26th-27th JD:ne until 4 .P.M. on 27th June, 

resumably in connexion with completwn of defences .. 
p 3. The approaches for a pontoon bridge are m act1ve constructwn 

on both sides of the Vistula. . 
4 On 2Srd June Danzig members of German 

an urgent request to complete and return a questwnnatre 

regarding their cars. 
5. All Danzig owners of motor lorries! were recently 

ordered to leave them over-night at mihtary pohce barracks f.or 
inspection after which each vehicle was numbered and returned to Jts 

owner. h b 6 To-day several hundred draught and saddle horses ave een 
ordered to nominally for inspection, .but .as sorne 

of them have come from d1stant parta of the Free 01ty, It seems 
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possible that they 1?-ay be retained, especially as car-loads of saddle¡ 
have also been dehvered there. 

7. .of Freicorps is proceeding rapidly. 
8. In additwn to unusually heavily advertised programme of 

week-end nearly 1,000 S.S. men from East Prussia and a 
number of h1gh S.S. officers from Germany arrived here almost 
unannounced on 25th J une ostensibly for sporting con tests with 
local S.S. · 

9: Dr · Boettcher was absent from Danzig and presumably in 
Berlm on 26th June and 27th June. 
. 10. In a speech on 25th June Herr Forster said: "Before us 

hes a era and for Germany a great epoch. During recent weeks 
our Danz1g has become the centre of political events. We are al! 
aware that we are i!l the final throes of our fight for freedom. The 
Free State of Danz1g has taken the longest time. To-day everyone 
know.s the Free State will soon come to an end and we also know 
how It will end.'' 

11. A considerable number of visiting S.S. men remained here 
when others left last night. remaining are reputed 
to have performed thmr mllitary serviCe in Germany and to be 

of Adolf Verfügungstruppen. They are readily 
d1stmgmshable by thmr deportment and slightly different uniforma 
from S:S. men. About 300 of them are in military police 
barra cks, whwh now very full, and others are in other former 
local barra cks whiCh capable of accommodating from 1,000 to 
1,500.me?, and h1therto been occupied by Danzig social welfare 

whwh Is being transferred to an hotel that has been 
reqms1t10ned for the purpose. According to sub-editor of Dantziger 
Vorposter:, the lar.gest youth hostel in the world, which is 
approachmg completwn here, is to be used as a barracks. 

1?.. A. of workmen's dwellings at Praust are said to have 
been reqm.sitwned for storage of ammunition, and my Argentine 

me that he saw a number of military police 
eqmpped w1th gas masks. 

. 1.3. All Danzig. civil servants and students are required to remain 
Wlthm the. City during vacations, and t):le latter must 
devote thmr to harvestmg. All categories of military police 
have been kept. m and to-day, and to-night 
mei?bers of. vanous Natwnal Soc1ahst organisations are apparently 
a9am standmg by, as remarkably few of them are visible about the 
City. 

No. 30. 

Viswunt Jlalija x to Sir J-l. Kennm·d (Warsaw). 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, June 30, 1939. 
should once seek int erview with Minister for Foreign 

Affa1rs and ask h1m how the Polish Government propose to deal with 
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the situation which appears to be impending. .It would seem that 
Hitler is laying his plans very astutely so as to present the Polish 
Government with a fait accornpli in Danzig, to which it would be 
difficult for them to react without appearing in the róle of aggressors. 
I feel that the moment has come where consultation between the 
Polish, British and French Governments is necessary in order that 
the plans of the three Governments may be co-ordinated in time. 
It is in the view of His Majesty's Government essential that these 
plans shall be so devised as to ensure that Hitler shall not be able 
so to manage matt ers as Lo manmuvre the Polish Governmont into 
the position of aggressors. 

No. 31. 

MT. G. Sh epherd to Viscount Halifax. 

('l'elegraphic.) Danzig, June 30, 1939. 
HoRSES continued to arrive yesterday, and about 600 of them are 

being kept in barracks at which large quantities of hay have also 
been delivered. 

2. For the last few nights the two great shipyards here which 
normally work all night were closed under strict guard and all 
workmen evacuated from them. 

3. As from to-night Danzig and suburbs were to be blacked out 
until further notice and, in case of air raid alarm, all inhabitants 
were ordered to take refuge in their cellars or public shelters. This 
order was cancelled this afternoon. 

4. Former local barracks are now occupied by large numb er 
of young men with obvious military training who wear 
uniforma similar to Danzig S.S. but with deathshead emblem 
on the right collar and '' Heimwehr Danzig '' on sleeves . 
Courtyard is occupied by about fifteen military motor lorries (sorne 
with trailers) with East Prussia licences and covered with tarpaulin s, 
also by about forty field kitchens. 

5. Two thousand men are working twenty-four hours a day in 
three shifts on construction of barracks at Matzkshuter to accommo­
date 10,000 men. Work is stat ed to be well advanc ed. 

6. AH dressmak ers here are said to be working on bedding , 
clothing, &c., for barracl1:s and their occupants. 

7. It has just been announced that Tiegenmorse-Einlage section 
of Danzig-Elbing road is closed for major repairs until 1st August, 
and it seems unlikely that pontoon bridge will be ready before that 
date. 

8. My personal impression is that extensive military preparations 
which are being pressed forward so feverishly are part of large-scale 
operations but not intended for use before August, unl ess unexpected 
developments precipitate matters and that emergency defensive 
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measures, referred to in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of this telegram, 
may be due to fear lest those preparations should cause the Poles 
to substituta a sudden offensive for defeusive measnres which they 
have hitherto adopted. 

No. 32. 

MT. Norton to Viscount Halif ax . 

('l'elegraphic.) Warsaw, July 1, 1939. 
YouR telegram of 30th June. * 
I read M. Beck the gist of your telegram. M. Beck said that 

he would first give me a piece of information. German Government 
yesterday notified the Polish Government in proper legal manner that 
the. Konigsberg would visit Danzig for three days on 25th August. 
P?hsh Government at once passing this on to the Danzig Senate 
wlth all addmg that they had no objection. 

2. Passmg to the substance of your Lordship's message, M. Beck 
asked .me to assure you that he entirely shared your view as to the 
necess1ty of. a in might be 

mto a of mther acceptmg a fatt accompli or 
appeanng to be aggressiVe. 

3. He therefore was fully in favour of an exchange of views. He 
was, however, leaving .Warsaw this evening for forty-eight hours 
and would prefer to go mto the matter more thoroughly with me on 
'l'uesday when he had thought things over especially as he had only 
returned yesterday from a week's leave. 

4. He . said that the lines of your message he 
felt you m1ght be thmking of a JOmt démarche in Berlín. He did 
not at. first .think the time had come for this. It might put 
us all a where we had to proceed more vigorously than 
seemed w1se to e1ther of our two countries. 

5. I asked whether he thougbt Great Britain's action would be 
better taken with the Danzig Senate. He was inclined to think so 
but preferred not to commit himself at the moment. 

6 .. He asked me to you that despite sorne people 's ideas 
of Pohsh rashness, the Pohsh Government were determined not lo 
be sca;·ed by any psychological terrorism into imprudent action. Only 
last mght there had ?een a rumou: (the forty-ninth of its kind) that 
the Ger.mans gomg to march mto Danzig at once. He had seen 
the Chief of Staff and it had been decided that not one Polish 
soldier was to n:oved. He had gone to bed and slept peacefully. 

7 ·. I asked 1f. It was not the case that recent Nazi activities in 
Dan.zig were .creatm.g a worse military position for Poland. M. Beck 
rephed 1t ":as a sense true, but a war was not won by a few 
thousand tour1sts. The Germans knew that quite well and were 
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mainly hoping to provoke and intimid!l.te Poland. They would 
succeed, and it must be r.lear to them now that any actual aggresswn 
would be met by the solid block of Great Britain, France and Poland. 

8. He had not changed his attitude one jot since he spoke with 
you and the Prime Minister in London. He still desired peaceful 
and normal relations with Germany. 

No. 33. 

Mr. G. Shepherd to Viscount Halifax. 

(Telegraphic.) Danzig, .July 
YESTERDAY morning four German army officers m muft1 arnved 

here by night express from Berlín organise Danzig 
2. All approaches to hills and d1smantled fort, whtch constttute 

a popular public promenade on western fringe of the eity have been 
closed with barbed wire and '' Verboten '' notices. 

3. The walls surrounding the shipyards bear placards '' Comrades, 
keep your mouths shut lest you regr et consequences." 

4. Master of a British steamship whilst he was roving Konigsberg 
from 28th June to 30th June observed consideTable military activity, 
including extensive shipment of camouflaged covered lm·ries and 
similar material by small coasting vessels. On 28th June four 
medium-sized steamers loaded with troops, lorries, field kitchens, &c., 
left Konigsberg ostensibly returning to Hamburg after manoeuwes 
but actually proceeding to Stettin. Names of steamers were 
Hohenhorn, with heavy derricks each capable of lifting about 50 
tons, Sharhorn, Tilsit and Utlandhorn, all modern well-equipped 
yessels, each about 5,000 tons gross. 

No. 34. 

Mr. Norton to Viscount IIalifax. 

('l'elegraphic.) Warsaw, July 3, 1939. 
FROJ\1 the austere calm which continu es to prevail in Polish offi.cial 

circles and generally throughout Poland, it would appear that gradual 
remilitarisation of Free City of Danzig has not yet attained dimen­
siona sufficiently serious to alarm Polish Government. 

2. -They are, of course, that the process is intended to 
facilitate a coup by Herr Hitler should he decide on one. 

3. Their attitude to this latter possibility seems to be as 
follows :-

(a) They are strengthening their powers of defence ceaselessly 
and to the extent of their financia! ability ; 

(b) They have no intention of provoking a quarr el or of showing 
weakness; 
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(e) If their rights in Danzig and the O . :a . . . 
threatened they w'll . l b oni or are senously 

. 1 rep Y Y counter-measures pro 
portwnate to the circumstances . . 

( d) That Herr. Hitler will think twice b'efore challenging the ant" 
aggresswn front openly; · l· 

(e) Jf he does so, Poland will put up the best show she e 
4 Th' . an. 

· 1s attltude may seem over-sim l':fi d b t 1 . . 
prehensible, restrained, and to u .at t eas\It¿s com. 
techr::nique ?f ', psychological terrorism.,' coun erac erman 

. a. It 1S unfortunately inevitable that the initiative should rest 
w1th the would-be aggressor. 

Bdtish Attitude towards developments in Danzig. 

,No. 35. 

Statement by the Prime Minister in the House of Commons on 
July 10, 1939. 

_Mr. Harold Macmillan .asked the Prime M" . . . 
will issue a declaration !; 

to of other than by an agreement 
o 1s overnment 1s a ·t h h 

externally by military action on the arfa¡f t w et er about 
a movement initiated or supported {y G ermanyGor mternally by 
be regarded as an act of a . erman overnment, will 

covered by the and, 
Lteut.-Commander Fletcher asked th p . M' . 

attempt to alter the exist' .' . e 1mster whether any 
'd mg reg1me at Danz 1g by . · f 

oute1 e or penetration from w'th' ·n b aggresswn rom 
lerms of our pledge to maintain1 th1:. ";{ ed regarded as within the 
a communication been made to eppenl. henceG of Poland ;, and has 
torms? e 0 1s overment m these 

Mr. A. Henderson asked the p.· u· · 
statement to make on th t 1111.ster wbether he has any 

Mr V Ad e presen situatwn m Danzig? 
· · ams asked the Prime M' · t h h · 

further statement to make on th . 1ll!S er :V et er he has any 
ment towards the position of of H1s Majesty's Govern-

Mr. Thurtle asked the Prim M" · 
satis:fied that the head of the G e G 1ll1ster whether he is now 
doubt of the int ention of this no longer has any 
undertaking it has given to p 1 d. 0 18C arge to the full the 
any further action with a . o ' or h.as he under consideration 
misunderst_anding which any possible doubt or 

The Pnme Minister: I would ask h . M 
to await the statement which I on. embers to be good enough 
questions. propose to make at the end of 

• 
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Later-
1'he Prime Minister: I have previously stated that His Majesty's 

Government are maintaining close contact with the Polish and French 
Governments on the question of Danzig. I have nothing at present 
to add to the information which has already been given to the House 
about the local situation. But I may, perhaps, usefully review the 
elements of this question as they appear to His Majesty's Government. 

Racially Danzig is, almost wholly, a German city; but the 
prosperity of its inhabitants depends to a very large extent upon Polish 
trade. The Vistula is Poland's only waterway to the Baltic, and the 
port at its mouth is therefore of vital strategic and economic 
importance to her. Another Power established in Danzig could, if 
it so desired, block Poland's access to the sea and so exert an economic 
and military stranglehold upon her. Those who were responsible 
for framing the present statute of the Free City were fully conscious 
of these facts, and did their best to make provision accordingly. 
Moreover, there is no question of any oppression of the German popula­
tion in Danzig. On the contrary, the administration of the Free 
City is in German hands, and the only restrictions imposed upon it 
are not of a kind to curtail the liberties of its citizens . The present 
settlement, though it may be capable of improvement, cannot in itself 
be regarded as basically unjust or illogical. The maintenance of the 
status quo had in fact been guaranteed by the German Chancellor 
himself up to 1944 by the ten-year Treaty which he had concluded 
with Marshal Pilsudski. 

Up till last March Germany seems to have felt that, while the 
position of Danzig might ultimately require revision, the question was 
neither urgent nor likely to lead to a serious dispute. But in March, 
when the German Government put forward an offer in the form of 
certain desiderata accompanied by a press campaign, the Polish 
Government realised that they might presently be faced with a 
nnilateral solution, which they would have to resist with all their 
forces. They had before them the events which had taken place 
in Austria, Czecho-Slovakia and the Memelland. Accordingly, they 
refused to accept the German point of view, and themselves made 
suggestions for a possible solution of the problems in which Germany 
was interested. Certain defensive mea sures were taken by Poland 
on the 23rd March and the reply was sent to Berlín on the 
26th March. I ask the House to note carefully these dates. It has 
been freely stated in Germany that it was His Majesty's Govern­
ment's guarantee which encouraged the Polish Government to take 
the action which I have described. But it will be observed that our 
guarantee was not given until the 31st March. By the 26th March 
no mention of it, even, had been made to the Polish Government. 

Recent occurrences in Danzig have inevitably given rise to fears 
that it is intended to settle her future status by unilateral action, 
organised by surreptitious methods, thus presenting Poland and other 
Powers with a fait accompli. In such circumstances any action taken 
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by Poland to restare the would, it is suggested, be repre­
sented as an act of aggresswn on her part, and if her action were 

b;: other Powers they would be accused of aiding and 
abettmg her m the use of force. 

If the seque_nce of should, in fact, be such as is con­
templated_ on hypothesrs, hon. Members will realise, from what 
I have sard that issue could not be considered as a purely 

matter the nghts and liberties of the Danzigers, which 
are m _no wa;:- but would at once raise graver 

rssues a:ffectmg exrstence and independence. We have 
guaranteed to. grve our assrstanoo to Poland in the case of a clear 
threat t? her mdependenoo, which she considers it vital to resist with 
her nat1?nal forces, and we are firmly resolved to carry out this 
undertakmg. 

_I have s_aid the present settlement is neither basically 
nll.lust. nor rllogrcal, It may be capable of improvement. It may be 

m a clearer atmosphere possible improvements could be 
drscussed. Indeed, Colonel Beck has himself said in bis speech on 
the May that if the Government of the Reich is guided by two 
condrtwns, namely, peaceful intentions and peaceful methods of 

all conversations are possible. In bis speech before the 
Rer?hstag on the April the German Chancellor said that if the 

wrshe_d to come to fresh contractual anangements 
Its Telatwns wrth Germany he could but welcome such an 

rdea. He added that any such future arrangements would have 
to based on an absolutely clear obligation equally bindin()' on both 
partres. o 

His Go:rernment realise that recent developments in 
the Free Crty have drsturbed confidence and rendered it difficult at 

to find an atmosphere in which reasonable counsels can 
In face of this situation, the Polish Government have 
calm, an_d His Government hope that the Free 

Crty, w_rth her tradrh?ns, may again prove, as she has done 
before m ?er hrst?ry, that nationalities can work together 
when therr _real mterests comcrde. Meanwhile, I trust that all 

Will. declare and show their determination not t<> allow 
any connection with Danzig to assume such a character 
as mrght constrtute a menace t<> the peace of Europe. 

No. 36. 

Sir N. Henderson to Viscount 

My Lord, Berlín, July 15 1939 
I TO?K the of a visit to the State Secretary 

to ment:on to him I had been informed that one of the Under­
Secretanes at the Mmrstry for Foreign Affairs Dr Kepple h d ·a 
that He H'tl . ' . r, a sar · - n. 1 er was convmced that England would never fight 
over Danz1g. 
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2. I said to Baron von W eizsacker that when I was in London 1 
had assured your Lordship and the Prime Minister that Herr Hitler 
could not possibly be in any doubt as to the facts of the case, namely, 
that, if Germany by unilateral action at Danzig in any form compelled 
the Poles to resist, Britain would at once come to their assistance. 
He (Baron von W eizsacker) could not himself be under any misappre­
hension on the subject, and it seemed to me highly undesirable that 
a member of his Department should talle in this misleading fashion. 
That sort of remark would be repeated in London, and would once 
more make His Majesty's Government wonder what further steps 
they could take to convince Herr Hitler that they were in earnest. 
It was solely because they doubted whether Herr Hitler was correctly 
informed on this point that they continued to reiterate their 
determination to resist force by force in future. If Herr Hitler wanted 
war, it was quite simple. He had only to tell the Danzigers to 
proclaim the re-attachment of the Free City to Germany. 
that would put the onus of action on the Poles, but not even that 
would cause us to hesitate to support them, if Germany attacked 
them, since we would realise quite well that the Senate at Danzig 
would only adopt such a resolution on the direct order of the 
Chancellor. 

S. Baron von Weizsacker observed that he was not so certaiñ. that 
the Sena te would not act one da y of its . owp. accord. I told him that 
I could not possibly believe that, especially as I clearly realised that 
the Senate would have already so acted if it had not been for 
Herr Hitler's orders to the contrary. That he had given those orders 
was one of the chief grounds for my belief that Herr Hitler still sought 
a peaceable solution of this question. Nor did the State Secretary 
demur to this. 

4. As regards my general observations, Baron von Weizsacker said 
that Dr. Keppler, who had been in the early days a kind of economic 
adviser of Herr Hitler's and still saw him occasionally at long 
intervals, was an honest man, who was also in fairly close relations 
with Herr von Ribbentrop. There were, Baron von Weizsacker said, 
so many distinctions about a statement to the effect that England 
would not go to war over Danzig. Anybody, including Herr Hitler 
himself, might well say that England did not wish to fight about 
Danzig, and it would be true. Nor did Germany. Anybody, including 
Herr Hitler, might say that one day Danzig would revert without war 
to Germany, and that might egually be true as the result of a pacific 
settlement with the Poles in their own true interests. 

5. I admitted that there were possibilities of twisting the facts. 
Yet these w8re, I said, plain enough, and His Majesty's Government 
could never be reproached this time, as they had been in 1914, of not 
having made their position clear beyond all doubt. If Herr Hitler 
wanted war, he knew ex'actly how he could bring it about. Baron von 
Weizsacker replied to this that he would also draw a distinction about 
the position in 1914. He had never reproached Sir Edward Grey for 
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not pu?li_cly announced British intentions at that time. The 
fault, m _1118 opmwn, been that His Majesty's Government had not 
made them known pnvately to the German Government before it 
was late. Why did His Majesty's Government to-day insist all 
the time these utterances? If something had to be said 

_IIerr why could It not be said privately without all the world 
emg kept ?'hat had been the mistake last year during 

1 he cns1s. Pub he warnings only made it more difficult fo. 
Herr Hitler to heed them. 1 

S 6. Though I. appreciate personally the force of this hint of the 
t;ate m favour of the private communication than 

e pu IC I confinad myself to replying that one of our main 
causes !or amnety m England was our belief that disagreeable facts 

withheld from Herr Hitler by those who were responsible for 
makmg known to him. To this Baron von Weizsacker re lied 

whlle he could not tell me what reports the Chancellor 
d_td n?t read, Herr Hitler was influenced by nobody but 

as a whole and was guided solely by bis appreciations 

I have, &c. 
NEVILE HENDERSON. 

Temporary easing in the Danzig situation. 

No. 37. 

Mr. Shepherd to Viscount Halifax. 

(Telegraphic.) . . Danzig, July 19, 1939. 
GAULEITER FonsTER VISited the High Commissioner at noon 

to-day. The latte:· has sent _me, in a personal and confidential form 
notes of conversatwn, of whiCh the following is a translation :- ' 

The Gauleiter told me the result of his interview with German 
Chancellor was as follows :- · 

l. is no modification of German claims regarding Danzig 
and the a_s formulated in Chancellor's speech to Reichstag. 

2: Nothu:.g Wlll .be done on t_lle German side to provoke a 
conflict on th1s questwn. 

3. Question wait_ if necessary until next year or even longer. 
. 4. T?e smd. the Senate would henceforth seek 

of H1gh Comm1sswner difficult questions which might 
anse the Senate and Pohsh representativa. This would 
he sa1d, termmate a wa_r of notes which only poisons the situation' 
but he added that '' a smgle press indiscretion to the effect that th¿ 
Sena te. and are having recourse to politics 
would lillll1ediately termmate practice and more direct and conse­
quently more dangerous method would again be applied.'' He said 
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verbatim: "We are having recourse to High Commissioner and not 
to Geneva itself.'' 

5. He requested High Commissioner to intervene officially at 
once in the matter of military trains not announced beforehand. 
Non-observance of this rule, which was established by an exchangc 
of letters between the Senate and Polish representativa in 1921, would 
have effect beyond local Danzig question and would, for example, 
entail a modification of German usage announcing to Polish 
Government visit of warships to port of Danzig. In addition, 
according to information at disposal of Senate, there were 300 men at 
Westerplatte in place of 100 agreed to. Herr Forster gave his word 
of honour thn.t there were at Danzig only a few anti-aircraft guns, 
anti-tank guns and light infantry guns-no heavy guns, not an 
invading German soldier-nobody but Danzigers and four German 
officers. He claimed that a sharp watch at the frontier was necessary 
by the extensive importation of weapons for 3,000 Polish reservista 
resident in the district. 

6. Herr Forster will publish an article which he had already read 
to me confidentially on the occasion of our last interview, when he 
said he would submit the question of publication to the Chancellor's 
decision. Tbis article underlines point of view announced in 
Reichstag speech. Herr Forster declared that if repercussion 
of his article is not violent and if there is no incident, this 
will put an end to all Danzig-Polish polemics and press would be 
ordered to drop the subject of Danzig completely. 

7. If there is a détente in situation, all military measures now 
taken in Danzig would be dropped. 

8. The Gauleiter promised his loyal collaboration. 
9. High Commissioner would be happy if it were possible to 

obtain from Poland a positive reaction in any formal matter which 
might arise in the near future so that new methods may be given a 
good initiation. 

10. The Gauleiter said that Herr Hitler would have liked to take 
an opportunity to talk to the High Commissioner about the Danzig 
situation, but that Rerr von Ribbentrop, who was present at the inter­
view at Obersalzberg, had raised objections to which the Chancellor 
replied evasively: "Well, it will be a little later, I willlet you know." 

No. 38. 

Viscount Halifax to Mr. Norton (Warsaw). 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 21, 1939. 
DANZIG telegram of 19th J uly. * 
I am most anxious that this tentative move from German side 

should not be compromised by publicity or by any disinclination on 
part of Polish Government to discuss in friendly and reasonable 

* No. 37. 
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aCny cor_lCr_ete question wbich may be taken up by Senate through 
1g omnnsswner. 

2. Unless you see roo t · b" · M B k . f ll . s senous o Jectwn, please approacb 
· ec m o owmg sense. 
. S. Majesty's Government have learnt with great re ·et of 

they that P?lish Government will randle 
h W1 same and c1rcumspect10n which tbey have hitberto 

s more espeCially as there is sorne reason to think that German 
po lCY 1s now to work for a détente in the Danzia uestion It · 
nrertheless essential not to destroy possibility of beiter 
a_ d outset, n:nd I trust more care tban ever will be taken on Polish 

_to pr?vocabon any spbere and to restrain press. Above 
f '

8
1f any sJgn 1s forthcommg of more reasonable attitude on the parL 

0 .d or German Government, it is important that from Polish 
lS should not be mude occasion for provocative assertions that 

rman are weakening. Moreover I hope tbat "f S t 
show. any of desiring_ to improve atmo'sphere by 

questwns, the Pohsh Government for their part will not 
e s ow to respond in a friendly and forthcoming manner 

4 For your own "nf f I h · b .. f d orma JOn, ope to arrange that we sball 
Ge m Dthro_ugh H1gh Commissioner and His Majesty's Consul­

m . when any concrete question is to be taken u b 
q<>mmi.sswner at the request of Senate, and, of course of th! 

1scuss10ns, m order that we may have an ·t · . f .' 
urging m?dcration on Polish Government. oppor umtJ o d1screetly 

f 5. Fmally, when newspaper article referred to in telegram under 
erence appears, please do what you can to ensure that p r h 

d press treat it calmly, perhaps on tbe Enes 
oes no m r uce an:y element into the situation. You mi ht 

tbat tbe pubhcatlon of the proposed article does not lf 
Impresswn of Uajesty's Government that Senate and th Gmo 1 y 
Gtovernhment, m fact, desire a détente and an 
e. mosp ere. 

6. Whatever may be the im t f tb" G f p l" h Go por o IB erman move position 
. o 18 vernment cannot be worsened in any respect 'by doin 

to
eHir. uhtmCost a success of procedure proposed by 

1g ommisswner. 

· No. 39. 

Mr. No1·ton to Viscount Halifax. 

(Telegrapbic.) Warsaw, July 25, 1939. 
YouR telegram of 21st J uly. • 
I developed your Lordsbip's ideas to M. Beck this mornin 
_2· 

1
M. Beck asked me to assure you that Polish 

were a ways on the look-out for signs of a German wish for a 

* No. 38. 
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détente. They are inspired by the same principies as your Lordship, 
since it was in everyone's int.erest that temperature should be allowed 
to fall. Polish Commissioner in Danzig had received formal 
instructions to deal with each question in a purely practica! and 
objective manner. E ven shooting of Polish Customs guard, which 
Polish Government now considered to have been deliberate, was being 

treated as a local incident. 
S. The most important question was whether new German 

tendency 1·eported by M. Burckhardt was a manreuvre or not. 
1\1. Beck was naturally suspicious since Poland had much experience 
of German mentality and Germans real interest must be by any anrl 
every means to attempt to separate Poland from Great Britain. AL 
one moment they tried to achieve this by threats, at another by 
talk of appeasement. In actual fact Polish Government had not 
received the slightest concrete sign of a desire for a relaxation of 
tension. For example, remilitarisation of Danzig was proceeding 
and identifications of fresh German troops on Polish frontier hacl 
been received. Marshal Smigly-Rydz had not decided to counter these 
for the moment since amongst other things Poland was not so rich as 
to be able to spend money for military purposes freely. 

4. Words let fall by Herr Forster were not in themselves 
sufficient evidence of German intentions. Herr Forster had within 
the last few days complained to M. Burckhardt about Polish intention 
to put armed guards on their railways in Danzig. 

M. Burckhardt had said that such complaint had better be made 
hy Herr Greiser. Latter had at once said that he had no evidence 
of any such Polish intention. M. Beck feared that this allegation hy 
Ilerr Forster was only a pretext for increasing militarisation of 

Danzig. 
5. All in all M. Beck, while entirely understanding and sharing 

your Lordship's general desire, did not at present see any facts ou 
which to base a forecast of German change of policy. 

6. He said incidentally that he had not given up the idea that 
démarche in the form of warning to Danzig Senate, supported hy 
li'rench and British representations, might be advisahle. 

No. 40. 

l\Ir. F. M. Sheph erd to Viscount Ilalifax. 

(Telegraphic.) Danzig, July 25, 1939. 
IlERR FoRSTER informed High Commissioner yesterday that Danzig 

question could, if necessary, wait a year or more, and said that 
military precantions now being taken would be liquidated in the 

middle of September. 
2. Meanwhile, there is increasing amount of horse and motor 

transport visible, and frequent reporte reach me of roen being called 
up and of arrival of roen and material from East Prussia. While I 
cannot at present confirm these reporte, it would be unwise to ignore 
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them. are numerous warehouses and other buildings in Danzig 
where matenal could be stored and men housed. 

3. I learn that a certain Majar-General Eberhard is now in 
command here. 

No. 41. 

Sir JI. K ennard to Viscount Halifax. 

(1'elf'graphic.). . Warsaw, July 31, 1939. 
I ASKED Mm1ster for Foreign Affairs to-day what impressions he 

hacl hrought back from bis visit to Gdynia and how far he thought 
that. the d_étente at Danzig, foreshadowed in the conversation between 
the Gaule1ter and I-Iigh Commissioner, should be taken seriously. 

2. M. sa1d that, unfortunately, there were no indications 
that Danz1g Sen ate in tended to behave more reasonably. They 
had JUSt that customs police who accompany 
the cnstoms ofliClals on then· dut1es withdrawn, despite the 
fact they have been employed m Danz1g by the Polish customs 
anthontles for sorne years past. 

3. _It was that the remilitarisation of Danzig was not 
proceedmg so achvely, and he had no information as to the intention 
of German Government to send a General Officer Commanding to 
Danz1g. 

4. He, further, bad no information of a serious in crease in 
German concentrations on the Polish frontier, but he was somewhat 

by thc reports w.hich . he had received from sorne eight 
representat1ves m Gennany to tbe e:ffect that an 

mtenslVe o_ffiCial is now being conducted in Germany 
demons_t1:atmg the neces_s1ty of an isolated war against Poland without 
anJ.' Bnt1sh or French mtervention. This, coupled with the notices 

have been sent t? reservista who are to be called up 
du_nng the second fortmght m August, was somewhat ominous. He 
sa1d an propaganda was also being conducted in East 
Prussm, where reserv1sts up to 58 years old were being called up. 

5. M. d_id not that the moment had yet come t.o 
?onvey a senous JOmt warnmg to the Danzig authorities, and felt that 
lt ?e well await further developments and see how far the 

s suggestwn a ente was to be taken seriously. 
6. most essentia l thmg was to show by every possible means 

the soh?anty .of three Governments of Great Britain, France and 
Poland m then· refnstance to German aggression in any forro. 

SS 

No. 42. 

Sir H. Kennard to Viscount Halifax. 

('relegraphic.) Warsaw, August 1939. 
I mscussED the situation at Danzig at sorne length mformally 

with the Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day and asked him more 
especially for information regarding the respecting the 
reduction of tbe Polish customs personnel m the Free State. 
M. Arciszewski said that three years ago tbere bad only been about 
thirty Polish customs inspect.ors, and that. in view the numerous 
cases of smuggling and so forth, sorne e1ghty fronher g_uards had 
been added for the purpose of surveillance. The fronber guards 
wore a di:fferent uniform from lhe customs inspectora, and he thought 
that provided the Danzig Senate were in good faith .any 
concession wonld not be interpretad as a s1gn of weakness, lt m1ght 
be possible t<> come to sorne arrangement by which_ the customs 
offi.cials and frontier guards should wear the same umfo.rm and 
number of the latter might be somewhat reduced. He d1d not thmk 
that any tl:ueat of a customs union wiLh be taken 
too seriously as hitherto the Senate had never too far 
into the open. IIe admitted that the general sltuatwn becomc 
critical towards the end of this month. He agreed that 1t was very 
difficult to fix a limit at which the Polish Government must react 
seriously to the accentuation of surreptitio_us by 
Germany was endeavouring to brmg a?out a fatt acc?mplt at Danz1g, 
but he still thought that she would hes1tate before gomg to the length 
where a serious crisis must develop. 

He admitted that the situation might develop within a few hours 
from the political to the military phase, but felt that the military 
preparations at Danzig were. t.o sorne If the 
Reich really did not \Yish or mtend to m 11 European 
over the Danzig question, and there were real s1gns of a détente, 1t 
might be possible to resumP. _conversations, but .he thougbt lhat Herr 
Forster's assertions were m the present Clrcumstances only a 
manceuvre and that nnlil there were serious indications lhat the 
German Government's intentions were reasonable, it would not be 
possible t.o discnss any practica! solution. 

Further deterloratlon in the sltuatlon at Danzlg. 

No. 43. 

Mr. Norton to Viscount Ilalifax. 

(Telegraphic.) Warsaw, August 4, 1939. 
M. BEcK to-night, tbrough his "chef de cabinet," informed me 

that at four customs posls on Danzig-East Prussian frontier Polish 

• 
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customs iuspectors were to-day iuformed that by decision of Danzig 
Senate the;r would henceforth not be allowed to carry out their duties. 

2: take a very serious view of this step. 
Prevwus actwn of Danzrg Senate has been clandestine but this ·8 an open challenge to Polish interests. ' 1 

3 .. Polish has therefore been instructed 
to a to-mght 7equestmg immediate confirmation that 
Pohsh cu.stoms mspectors wrll be allowed to carry out their duties 
and war.nmg to that if they are interfered with Polish Govern: 
ment wrll react. m the strongest manner. A reply is requested b 
to-morrow evenmg, 5th August. y 

4. "Chef de cabinet" could not say what steps the Polish 
would take. Beck proposed to give me further 

mornmg. Meanwhile, he was most anxious 
tha.t Hrs MaJesty s Government should be informed at once of thc 
senous turn events have taken. 
. 5. Polish note is, I gather, not being published nor its contenls 

revealed to press. 
6. 1\L Burckhardt is being informed by the Polish Commissi ·-

General. onet 

No. 44. 

lvh. F. M. Shepherd to Viscount Halifax. 

('l'elegrapbic.) . Danzig, August 4, 1939. 
P?LISH representativa saw the High Commissioner this morning 

on .hrs retur? from Warsaw and read to him a translation of a note 
he wrll hand to Senate this afternoon. It is polite but 

firm, and ends a note. Referring to the threat to open 
th.e Prussran frontrer M. Chodacki requested the High Com­
mrsswner to give the President of the &mate a personal message to 
the effect that su?h a move would be for Poland a casus belli. 

. 2: The Presrdent of the Senate complained to the High Com­
that 9auleiter had not passed on to him the desire of the 

Fuhrer termmate the war of notes and to work towards a détente 
Herr q-rerser was incensed at having been placed in a false position: 
and sard he would not have sent his notes of 29th July had he been 
kept au courant. 

. 3. The President and Polish representative will meet at the 
H1gh Commissioner's house on 7th August. 
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No. 45. 

Sir Il. l{ennard to Viscount Halifax. 

('l'elegraphic.) Warsaw, August 9, 1939. 
PoLrSH attitude towards the dispute over recent Danzig attempt to 

eliminate Polish customs inspection has been firm but studiously 
moderate. There was at first no attempt to represent the Danzig 
Senate as having climbed down, but, as was inevitable, the papera 
have since reproduced comment to this effect from the French and 
British press. The Polish Government said little to the press about 
what really passed, and even now nothing has been said of any time 
limit. Polish attitude to diplomatic conversations is also moderate. 

• 2. It is true that on 7th August the independent Conservativa 
Czas, in a commentary on Marshal Smigly-Rydz's speech, said that 
Poland was ready to fight for Danzig, and that if a fait accompli were 
attempted, then guns would fire. It also emphasised at length the 
Marshal's insistence that Poland had no aggressive intentions (the 
German press does not seem to be interested in that point). 

3. The Polish Telegraph Agency to-day-in a message from its 
German correspondent-replies to attacks of Deutches Nachrichten­
Büro and German press, pointing out that one sentence in the article 
in Czas had been singled out to give a distorted picture of Polish 
opinion in order to represent Poland as a potential aggressor. 
'' Polish provocations '' was the term used in Germany to describe 
Poland's attempts to defend her just interests. "A volley fired by 
German guns will be the closing point of the history of modern 
Poland,'' that was the pious desire of '' peaceful and persecuted 
Germany." The message concluded by emphasising again that 
everyone knew that Poland had no aggressive intentions. 

4. I fear that at times of strong national feeling it is ahnost 
inevitable that occasional remark3 like that of Czas should occur in 
the press. Experience shows that the Germana can wax indignant 
with anyone and on any subject if Goebbels so desires. And the 
"provocation" of one article in a small and independent Warsaw 
newspaper compares strangely with the official utterances of Dr . 
Goebbels and Herr Forster in Danzig and the daily military and civil 
violation of all the treaties on which Poland's rights are based. 

5. Possibly the German campaign is intended to cover up the 
Senate's withdrawal in Danzig, where the situation is regarded as 
somewhat easier. 

6. I shall, of course, continua to urge moderation here, both in 
official and press declarations. 
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Sir I-1. Kennard to Viscotmt Halifax. 

(Telegraphic.) Warsaw, August 10, 1939. 
MrNISTER for Foreign Affairs communicated to me to-day the 

text of a communication which was made to Polish Chargé d' Affaires 
at Berlín by State Secretary yesterday and of reply of the Polish 
Government which was made tpis afternoon. (Text of these com­

which are strictly confidential and are not being 
pubhshed at present, will be found in my immediately following 
telegram. *) Both these communications were made verbally though 
notes were taken of their contents in either case. 

2. M. Beck drew my attention to the very serious nature of 
German démaTChe as it was the first time that the Reich had directly 
intervened in the dispute between Poland and Danzig Senate. He 
had already, through Polish Ambassador in London, warned your 
Lordship briefiy of what he had communicated to me, but he asked 
me. to _request. yo u to. consider ':hethe: you could take any useful 
actwn m Berlm to remforce Pohsh att1tude. He would leave it to 
your Lordship to decide the nature of any such action, but would be 
glad in any case to learn your views as to the significance of this 
démarche on the part of the Reich. M. Beck has made a similar 
communication to my French colleague. 

3. He further told me that the High Commissioner had com­
municated to him the tenor of a conversation which M. Burckhardt 
had had with Herr Forster this morning. Conversation was relatively 
moderate, and Herr Fórster said Herr Hitler had told him that no 
incident should take place at Danzig at present time in view of 
gravity of the situation. Herr Forster said that he intended in his 
declaration which he is to make to-night to deal with aagressive tone 
of Polish press. t> 

4. M. Beclc finally said that pe felt that a serious political crisis 
would develop during the last fortnight of t}1is month, which while it 
need not lead to war woul.d require very careful handling. 
No further m1htary measures were bemg taken by the Polish Govern­
ment for the moment, but he would at once inform me if they became 
necessary. 

5 .. M .. Beck stated that while he had not thought it necessary to 
refer, m h1s reply to the German Government, to the specific question 
of Polish customs inspectora, he could have refuted German allega­
tions as the had proof that Danzig 
customs offimals had defimte mstructwns from authorities to inform 
Polish inspectora that they could no longer carry out their functions. 

"No.47. 
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No. 47. 

Sir 1-l. Kennard to Tfiscottnt Halifax. 

(Telegraphic.) Warsaw, August 10, 1939. 
MY immediately preceding telegram. * 
Following is translation of German note verbale :-

,' German Government ha ve learnt with lively surprise of 
tenor of note addressed by Polish Government to SenaLe o.f Free 
('ily of Danzig, in which Polish Government demancl m the 
form of an ultimatum cancellation of an alleged measnre whose 

was based on incorrect rumours. This measure, designerl 
to prevent activity of Polish customs inspectors, was not, in fact, 
decreed by Senate. In case of refusal the threat was expressed 
Lhat measures of reprisal would be taken. 

'' The German Government are compelled to call attention 
Lo the fact that repetition of such demands having t?e nature of 
ultimatum and addressed to the Free City of Danz1g as well as of 
threats of reprisals, would lead lo an ?f .. Polis?­
German relations, for consequences of whwh respons1b1hty ':111 
fall exclusively on Polish Government, bemg 
obliged to disclaim here and now any respons1b1hty m t}11s respect. 

'' Further, the German Government call attention of Polish 
Government to the fact that steps which latter have taken to 
prevent export of certain Danzig goods to Poland are of such a 
nature as to cause heavy economic losses to t}1e population of 
Danzig. 

'' Should Polish Government persist in maintaining such 
measures the German Government are of the opinion that in 
present state of affairs the Free of Danzig :vould have no 
choice but to seek other opportumt1es of exportmg, and, con­
sequently, also of importing goods.'' 

2. Following is translation of Polish reply: -

'' The Government of Polish Republic ha ve learnt with 
liveliest surprise of declaration made on 1939, .by 
State Secretary at German Ministry. for to 
Chargé d' Affaires ad interim at Berlm regardmg enstmg relatwns 
between Poland and the Free City of Danzig. The Polish 
Government indeed perceive no juridical basis capable of justifying 
intervention of Germany in tpese relations. 

'' If exchanges of views regarding the Danzig problem ha ve 
taken place between Polish Government and German GovernmenL 

• No. 46. 
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these excLanges were solely based on goodwill of Polish Govern­
ment and arose from no obligation oi any ¡,ort. 

"In reply to above-mentioned declaration of the German 
Government the Polish Government are obliged to warn the 
German Government that in future, as hitherto, they will react 
to any attempt by authorities of the Free City which might tend 
to compromise the rights and interests which Poland possesses 
there in virtue of her agreements, by employment of such means 
and measures as they alone shall think fit to adopt, and will 
consider any future intervention by German Government lo 
detriment of these rights and interests as an act of aggression." 

No. 48. 

Sir N. Henderson to Viscount Halifax. 

(Telegraphic.) Berlin, August 16, 1939. 
STATE Secretary, whom I visited yesterday evening, said at once 

that the situation had very gravely deteriorated since 4th August. 
When I last saw him he had regarded the position as less dangerous 
than last year; now he considered it no less dangerous and most 
urgent. Deterioration was due firstly to Polish ultimatum to Danzig 
Senate of 4th August, and secondly to last sentence-which he 
quoted---{)f Polish reply to German Government of 10th August, but 
also in general to the unmistakable set policy of persecution and 
extermination of the German minority in Poland. 

I told Baron von W eizsacker that there was quite another si de to 
the case. Polish note of 4th August had been necessitated by the 
succession of measures, and particularly military ones, undertaken 
in panzig with view to undermining the Polish position there; 
Pobsh reply of 10th August had been provoked by German verbal 
note of 9th August, and moreover only described as aggression '' acts 
to the detriment of Polish rights and interests '' ; and Polish 
Ambassador had only the day before complained to me of the number 
of cases of persecution of Polish minority in Germany. 

State Secretary replied with sorne heat that though isolated cases 
of persecution of Polea had occurred, there was absolutely no 
comparison between them and what was being done in Poland. 
Hitherto, he said, not too much stress had been laid in the German 
papers on what was happening in this respect, but there was a limit 
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to ever thin and that limit had now been reached .. As, he P.ut it 
the w!s full to the top. (In other words Herr Hitler s patlence 

was now exhausted.) 'd h t 't b' t 
He admitted the militarisation of Danzig, but sa1 t a 1 s o t 

bad been entirely defensiva in order to protect the town agams 
what should ha ve been its protector. . . 

As re ards the Polish note of 10th sa1d 1f any 
German fntervention to the detriment of Pohsli and 
in Danzig was to be regarded as an act of aggresswn, 1t askmg 
Germany to disinterest herself altogether in the Free C1ty, smce t.lw 
whole basis of her former negotiations Poland had been w1th 
a view to modifying the position there m favour of Germany. lt 
was a claim which made the whole intolerable even 
His Majesty's Government had adm1tted that there nnght bP 
modifications to be made. . 

I told Baron von Weizsacker that the tr?uble was that Germany 
could never see but one side to any questwn, a?d wanted 
everything modified in her favour. We wüh acnmony .ab?nt 
the rights and wrongs of the case without either apparently convmcmg 
the other. With these details I need not trouble you. 

I eventually said tbat what was done ?ow .. 
We seemed to be rapidly drifting towards a sltuatwn m. whlCh 
side would be in a position to give way and from whJCh war b 
ensue Did Herr Hitler want war? 1 was prepared e leve 
that Germany would not yield to intimidation. Nor certamly could 
His Majesty's Government. If Germany resorted to force, we would 
resist with force. There could be no possible doubt whatsoever 
tbat The position had been finally defined in ,s 

at Chatham House on 29th J une and by the Pnme s 
statement in the House of Commons on 10t,b. July. From that 
attitude we could not deviate. 

In reply to a suggestion of mine, . S tate Secretary that 
whereas it might just have been 5th August, lt was 
absolutely out of the question now to 1magme that Germany CO';Ild 
be the first to make any gesture. Even from the 
ultimatum and tbe verbal note abo.ut a German ,mlt1at1Ve 
could hardly have been possible m v1ew of Colonel Be.ck s speech 
on 5th May in which he had deign.ed to say that 1f Germany 
accepted the principies laid down by h1m Poland. would be ready to 
talk but not otberwise. That was language whJCh Germany could 
not 'admit. I made the obvious retort. State reply 
was that the fact remained tbat to talk of a German mlt1at1ve now 
was completely academic. 

Baron von Weizsacker then proceeded t? say tbat the. tro':ble was 
that the German Government's appreciatwn of the sltuatwn was 
totally different from that of His Government. Germany,. 
with innumerable cases of tbe persecutwn of Germana before .her 
eyes, could not agree that the Polea were calm 
Germany believed that Poland was dehberately runmng w1th her 
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eyes shut to ruin: Germany was convinced t_hat His Majesty's 
Government did not realise whither their policy of encirclement and 
blind assistance to Poland were leading them and Europe : and that 
finally his own Government did not, would not and could not believe 
that Britain would fight under all circumstances whatever folly the 
Poles might commit. 

I told Baron von Weizsacker that the last was a very dangerous 
theory and sounded like Herr von Ribbentrop who had never been able 
to understand the British mentality. If the Poles were compelled by 
any act of Germany to resort to arms to defend themselves there was 
not a shadow of doubt that we would give them our full armed support. 
We had made that abundantly clear and Germany would be making 
a tragic mistake if she imagined the contrary. 

State Secretary replied that he would put it differently (and he 
gave me to understand that the phrase was not his own). Germa.ny 
believed that the attitude of the Poles would be or was such as to 
free the British Government from any obligation to follow blindly 
every eccentric step on the part of a lunatic. 

I told the State Secretary tha.t we were talking in a circle. The 
Polish Government had shown extreme prudence hither ,to, and would, 
moreover, take no major step without previous consultation with us; 
just as in accordance with their military agreement I understood that 
the German Government would take no irrevocable step without prior 
consultation with the Italian Government. His Majesty's Govern­
ment had given their word and must be sole judges of their action. 
It was consequently hypothetical to speak of "under all circum­
stances" or of blindly "following Poland's lead." 

Baron von Weizsacker's reply was that Poland had not consulted 
His Majesty's Government either before M. Ohodacki, who could not 
have so acted without previous authority from Oolonel Beck, had 
addressed his ultimatum ta Danzig Senate, or befare replying to the 
German verbal note of 9th August. Yet, in his opinion, both these 
were majar steps fraught with the most serious consequences. He 
admitted that sorne af the Poles were, or wished to be, prudent, but 
they were, unfortunately, nat the rulers of Poland to-day. The real 
policy of Poland, aver which His Majesty's Govemment had no con­
trol and of which they probably were ignorant, was the thousands of 
cases of persecution and excesses against Germans in Poland. It was a 
policy based on the Polish belief in the unlimited support af the British 
and French Governments. Who, he asked, could now induce the 
Poles to abandon such methods? It was those methods, combined with 
the Polish press articles, which encouraged them, which made the 
situation no longer tenable and so cxtremely dangerous. The matter 
had since 4th August changed to one of the utmost seriousness and 
urgency. Things had drifted along till now, but the paint had been 
reached when they could drift no longer. 

There is no daubt that Baron von Weizsacker was expressing, as 
he assured me very solemnly that he was, the considerad views of his 
Government a.nd the position as he himself sees it. He told me, 
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lh h he a.dmitted that he could not say anything for certain, 
it O:!s likely that Herr Hitler would in. fact attend Tan_nen erg 

l b. f n on 27th Auaust. But he hmted that thmgs m1ght 
ce e ra 10 nd on a s eech. Yet if nothing happens no,w an 

that wep must at least there 
a warlike pronauncement from whlCh 1t may we . e 1 e 1 

. "thd. As Baron von W eizsacker hJmself observed, tlle 
later to w1 mw. th 1 t year as 
situation in one respect even worse an as 
Mr Ohamberlain could not agam come out to Germany W . .. k , 

'r was impressed by one thing, namely, Baron vond ;\ s 
detachment and calm. He seemed very confident, an pro 
believe that Russian assistance to the Poles ':ould not . 
neali ible but that the U.S .S.R. would even m the end J01J._l m _s a:I?o 
• t> hg p' 1· h ·1 Nor did my insistence on the mev1tab1hty m t e o 1s spo1 s. . 
of British intervention seem to move h1m. 

No. 49. 

01 , z·Ier•· Hitler' s Meeting with M. Bmckhardt on Explanatory Note • • 
August 11, Hl39. 

M. BuRCKHA.RDT accepted an invitation from. Herr Hitler to 
him at Berchtesgaden. M. Burckhardt accordmgly had a comer­
sation of a prívate character with Herr Hitler on the _11th 
in the course of which it is understood that J?anz1g m 
its relationship to the general European s1tuatwn was d1scussed 
between them. 
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Viscount Halifax to SiT H. KennaTd (WaTsaw). 

(Telegraphic.) F . . . 'oretgn Office, August 15, 1939 
HAVE the :mpresswn that Herr Hitler is still undecided 

ar;xwns to . avOid war and to hold his hand if he can do 
_face. . As there is a possibility of him not forcin• 

. e_ Issue, 1 lB eVIdently essential to give him no excuse 
whether or_ not convers·ations about Danzig at sorne future 

me may be possible. It therefore seems of the first im ortanet 
to Jntav?ur to get the local issues (customs inspectora 

d ernngs], at and not to Jet 0¡ 
proce _ure or face at Danzlg stand in the way It also seems 
essentml that the Polish Government should m k . ff 

thell: press,_ even in the face of a ;;::; c:;r!i 
t? mtensify theu· efforts to prevent attacks on their 

mmonty. 
2. In dealing with local Danzia issues I would be M B 

Lo work through the intermediary of the High Co · . g · eck 

kwith him, rather 
e nfid · 1 e : . ec to M. Burckhardt with the fullest 

as m my opmwn he lB doing his best in a very difficult 

. 3. While the present moment may not be opportune for ne otia­
gons on general as. opposed to local differences, the Jolish 

m my Jndgment do well to continue to make it 
that, pro_vrded essentials can be secured they are t ll t' 
_to exam:oe the possibility of over ;:;:: 

PI?Stpecft sncfcess. I re¡sa:rd such an attitude as important from 
pom o v1ew o world opmwn. 

4. Before speaking to M B k th b . 
your French colleague be e _a lmes, 

mstructions in order that you may t k recervmg_ generally srmrlar 
line with M. Beck. a e approxrmately the same 
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No. 51. 

Sir H. Kennard to Viscount Halifax. 

(Telegraphic.) Warsaw, August 15, 1939. 
I sPOKE to the Minister for Foreign Affairs in the sense of your 

telegram of 15th August. * M. Beck agreed that Herr Hitler was 
probably still undecided as to his course of action. German military 
activity was nevertheless disturbing, though he did not take too 

alarmist a view at present. 
2. M. Beck agreed that an effort should be made to settle local 

issues in Danzig and said that he was endeavouring to separate 
economic from political questions with a view to settling the former 
quickly and equitably. He hoped that to-morrow's conversation 
between Polish Commissioner-General and President of the Senate 

might lead to sorne results. 
3. M. Beck said that if he could not arrive at a direct settle-

ment of new incident which had occurred he would involce 

M. Burckbardt's intervention. 
4. This incident was as follows : Three Polish customs inspectora, 

while making their round of harbour in a motor boat, discovered a 
German vessel entering the harbour without lights, and, as they 
suspected smuggling of munitions, turned their searchlight on her. 
On landing, they were arrested by Danzig police. Polish Commis­
sioner-General has sent in a note demanding their release, though not 
in unduly energetic language. U he did not receive a reply shortly 
be would invite High Commissioner to settle this incident. 

5. As regards press, he remarked that it was not the Poles but 
the British and other foreign press who first suggested that firmness 
of the Polish Government had caused the Senate to yield in the matter 

of Polish customs inspectora. 

* No. 50. 

Treatment of German minority in Poland. 

No. 52. 

Sir H. Kennard to Vi:;count Halifax. 

(Telegraphic.) Warsaw, August 24, 1939. 
WmLE I am of course not in a position to check all the allegations 

made by the German press of minority persecutions here, I aro 
satisfied from enquiries I have made that the oompaign is a gross 
distortion and exaggeration of the fucts. 

2. Accusations of beating with chains, throwing on barbed wire, 
being forced to shout insnlts against Herr Hitler in chorus, &c., are 
merely silly, but many individual cases specified have been disproved. 
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3. M. Karletan, for instance, arrested in connexion with murder 
of Polish policeman on 15th August, was alleged by German press tíl 
have been beaten to death and his wife and children thrown out of 
the window. M ancheste; Guardian correspondent tells me that he 
visited him in prison on Sunday and found him in good health. He 
had not been beaten or physically injured at all. Story about wife 
and child was equally devoid of any foundation whatever. 

4. It is true that many of 'the German minority have left Poland 
illegally, but I hear both from the Acting British Consul at 
Katowice and from British Vice-Consul at Lodz that the Germans 
themselves have told many to le.ave. There was an initial exodus 
last M ay. Many subsequently asked to come back, but the Poles were 
not to have them, as they had no doubt been trained in 
propaganda, sabotage and espionage activities, such as Jungdeutsche 
Partei in Katowice have been conducting . In Lodz area sorne of 
those who left recently raised ·all the money and credit they could 
before leaving, and the Voivode told Vice-Consul on 20th August that 
from evidence available he was satisfied that German Consulate had 
tmnsferred these funds to Germany and was no doubt privy to their 
departure. Many of those who left, especially from Lodz, are of the 
intelligentsia, and they are said to include Herr Witz, leader of 
Volksbund. British Vice-Consul at Lodz says many German 
organisations have been closed there, but they were notoriously 
conducting Nazi propaganda, and Polish authorities could not ignore 
it altogether . I think, however, many Germans have lost their jobs, 
especially in factories of military or semi-military importance, ancl 
sorne 2,000 workmen have left Tomaszów. 

5. Many of those who left homes undoubtedly did so 
because they wished to be on German side of the front in event of 
war, and in gener·al there is by common consent less individual 
friction with members of the minority now than last May. 

6. Ministry for Foreign Affairs tell me that figure of 76,000 
refugees quoted in German press is a gross ex,aggeration. I shoulcl 
say 17,000 was the absolute maximum. Gazeta Polska correspondent 
in Berlín has asked to be shown refugee camps of the 76,000 ancl 
apparently received no answer. 

7. In Silesia the frontier is not fully open, but a special frontier 
card system is in force and considerable daily traffic is possible. The 
German authorities having closed frontier in Rybnik area where 
Poles cross to Poland, Polish authorities closed it elsewhere where 
Germans cross into Germany. In view of revelations of activities of 
J ungdeutsche Partei, the Polish authorities feel greater control of 
frontier traffic is in any case necessary. 

8. Polish press has recently published many complaints of 
wholesale removal of Poles from frontier districts in Silesia and East 
Prussia to the interior of Germany, smashing of property, especially 
in Allenstein district, closing of all Polish librari es in Silesia and 
other forms of persecution. According to semi-official Gazeta Polska, 
from April to June there were recorded 976 acts of violence against 
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the minority, ancl since then the number of cases is stated lo haYe 
increased beyond all bounds. the 1ast two days, however, no 
further information has been pubhshed, ·as M. Beck has damped the 
press down. . 

9. In general, responsible organs the Pohsh press not 
published violent tirades, still less cla1med German for 
Poland, and A.B.C., recently in Germar:y, IS a v10lent 
Opposition newspaper will little reputatwn and less mfluence. 

No. 53. 

Sir I-I. Kennard to Viscottnt I-Ialifax. 

('relegraphic.) Warsaw, Attgttst 26, 1939_. . 
SERIES of incidents again occurred yesterday ?n German front1er · 
2. Polish patrol met party Germans 1 kllometre 

Prussian frontier near Pelta. Germans opened fue. Pohsh patrol 
replied killing leader, whose body is being returned. 

3. 'German bands also crossed Silesian frontier near 
twice near Rybnik and twice elsewhere, firing shots and attackmg 
blockhouses and customs posts with machine guns and hand grenades. 
Poles have protested vigorously to Berlín. 

4. Gazeta Polska, in inspired leacler to-day, says are more 
than incidents. They are clearly prepared acts of aggress10n of para­
military disciplinad detachments supplied with regular army's arms, 
and in one case it was a regular army detachment. Attacks more or 
less continuous. 

5 These incidents did not cause Poland to forsake calm and strong 
of clefence. Facts spoke for themselves and acts of aggression 

carne from German side. This was best answer to ravings of German 
press. . . 

6. Ministry for Foreign Affaus statc lliJJformed German cletach-
ment has Rince shot Pole across front.ier and wounded another. 

No. 54. 

SiT I-I. Kennard to Viscount I-Ialifax. 

(Telegraphic.) . WaTSaw, August 26, 1939. 
MINISTRY for Foreign Affairs categoncally deny story recountecl by 

Herr Hitler to French Ambassador twenty-four were 
recently killed at Lodz and eight at B1elsko. Story 1s w1thout any 
foundation whatever. 
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No. 55. 

Sir II. Kennard to Viscount 1-Ialifax. 

(Telegraphic.) So far as I can · J'!'arsaw, August 27, 1939. 
German minority of mass ill-treatment of 
complete falsifications. on les are gross exaggerations, if not 

2. There is no siQ'll of an 1 f t . civil authorities w t:> ( oss 0 con rol of sltuation by Polish 
Poland) is still c:l:. so far as I can ascertain the rest of 

3. Such allegations are remini t f N . 
regarding Czecho-Slovakia last o az¡ propaganda methods 

4. In any case it is purely d · 1 d l' cation in accordance with fi Slmp y e .Iberate German provo-
fe_eling ?etween the two has smce exacerbated 
wlth obJect of (a) creatin . ·. . suppose th1s has been done 
public abroad, (cf (b) impressing 
aggresswn m Poland. t:> r e ea 1sm or apparent 

to achieve. either of the two latter objects. 
Herr Hitler. t y that Danzlg was hardly mentioned by 

7. German treatment of Czech J d . . 
aGpparentlJ: negligible factor compared isf 

errnans m Poland, where, be it noted th b su ermgs o 
than 10 per cent. of populat'o . , ey do not amount to more 

8 I f l n m any commune 
· n ace of these facts it e h dl ·b 

Herr Hitler decides on war it'. f ar l Y e doubted that, if 
Polish independence. ' 18 or e 80 e purpose of destroying 

9. I shall lose no oppo t 't f · . 
Foreign A:ffairs necessit r t;rm Y 0 1n:pressmg on Minister for 
Hcrr Hitler's allegation! Geverythmg_ to prove that 

b ng erman mmonty are false. 

Developments leading immediately to the outbreak of hostilities 
between Great Britain and Germany on September 3, 1939. 

No. 56. 

Letter of August 22, 1939, from the Prime Minister to the 
German Chancellor. 

Your Excellency 10 D . YouR . ownmg Street, August 22, 1939. 
by His Majesty's heard _certain measures taken 
wireless this evening. ' n announce m the press and on the 
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These steps have, in the opmwn of His Majesty's Government, 
been rendered necessary by the military movements which have been 
reported from Germany, and by the fact that apparently the announce­
ment of a German-Soviet Agreement is taken in sorne quarters in 
Berlín to indicate that intervention by Great Britain on behalf of 
Poland is no longer a oontingency that need be reckoned with. No 
greater mistake could be made. Whatever may preve to be the nature 
of the German-Soviet Agreement, it cannot alter Great Britain's 
obligation to Poland which His Majesty's Government have stated in 
public repeatedly and plainly, and which .they are determined to 

fnlfil. It has been alleged that, if His Majesty's Government had made 
their position more clear in 1914, the great catastrophe would have 
been avoided. Whether or not there is any force in that allegation, 
His Majesty's Government are resolved that on this occasion there 
shall be no such tragic misunderstanding. 

If the case .should arise, they are resolved, and prepared, to employ 
without delay all the forces at their oommand, and it is impossible to 
foresee the end of hostilities once engaged . It would be a dangerous 
illusion to think that, if war once starts, it will come to an early end 
oven if a success on any one of the several fronts on which it will be 
engaged sbould have been secured. 

Having thus made our posit.ion perfectly clear, I wish to repeat to 
you my conviction that war between our two peoples would be the 
greatest calamity that could occur. I aro certain that it is desired 
neither by our people, nor by yours, and I cannot see that there is 
anything in the que.stions arising between Germany and Poland which 
could not and should not be resolved without the use of force, if only a 
situation of confidence could be restored to enable discussions to be 
carried on in an atmosphere di:fferent from that which prevails to-day. 

We have been, and at all times will be, ready to assist in creating 
conditions in which such negotiations could take place, and in which 
it might be possible concurrently to discuss the wider problems 
affecting the future of international relations, including matters of 

interest to us and to you. 
The difficulties in the way of auy peaceful discussion in the 

present state of tension are, however, obvious, and the longer that 
lcnsion is maintained, the harder will it be for reason to prevail. 

These difficulties, however, might be mitigated, if not removed, 
provided that there could for an initial period be a truce on both 
sides-and indeed on all sides-to press polemics and to all 

incitement. If such a truce could be arranged, then, at the end of that period, 
during which steps oould be taken to examine and deal with com­
plaints made by either side as to the treatment of minorities, it is 
Teasonable to hope that suitable oonditions might have been estab­
Jished for clirect negotiations between Germany and Poland upon the 
issues between them (with the aid of a neutral intermediary, if both 
sides should think tbat that would be helpful). 
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.· B?t I am sa.y that there would be slender hope of 
brmgmg such negot1atwns to successful issue unless it were under­
stood beforehand that any settlement reached would, when concluded 
be other Powers. His Majesty's Government would 
be 1f to make such contribution as they could to the 
effect1ve operatwn of such guarantees. 

At this confess I can see no other way to avoid a 
catastrophe that w1ll mvolve Europe in war. 

In v1ew the grave_consequences to humanity, which may follow 
fro_m actwn of theu I trust that Your Excellency will 
we1gh wlt,h the utmost dehberatwn the considerations which I havo 
put before you. 

Yours sincerely, 
NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN. 

No. 57. 

Sir N. Henderson to Viscount Halifax (received August 24). 

. . . Berlín, August 23, 1939. 
Two drfficulhes were ra1sed last mght before visit to Herr Hitler 

was actually .. In first place it was asked whether I would 
not be ready. to wa1t Herr von Ribbentrop's retum. I said that I 

not wmt as my mstructions were to hand letter myself as soon as 
possible. An hour or so later I was rung up again by State Secretary 
on the asking for gist of letter and referring to publication 
of sorne. letter addressed to Herr Hitler last year. I told Baron 
von We1zsacker that I had no recollection of publication of any prívate 

last. year and assured him that there was no intention of pub­
hs?mg th:s As regards Prime Minister's letter I said that its 
tbree J?am pomts were (1) tbat His Majesty's Government was 

to _fulfil their obligations to Poland, (2) tbat they 
prepared, a peace atmosphere was created, to discuss all 

affectmg our two and (3) that during period of 
truce would welcome d1rect d1scussions between Poland and 
Germany m regard to minorities. 

. S tate Secretary appeared to regard these replies as likely to be 
sat1sfactory, but deferred a final answer till 8 A.M. this morning At 
tbat bour he telepboned me to say tbat arrangements made had ·been 

tbat he would accompany me to Berchtesgaden 
leavmg Berlm at 9 · 30 A.M. ' 

We arrived soon after 11 A.M. and motored to Berchtes­
gad_en, I ;>as rece1ved by Herr Hitler sbortly after 1 P.M. I had 
denved that atmosphere was likely to be most unfriendl 
and tbat probab1hty was tbat interview would be exceedingly brief. y 
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In order to forestan tbis I began oonversation by stating that I had 
been instructed to band to Chancellor personally a letter from Prime 
Minister on behalf of His Majesty's Government, but before doing so 
I wished to make sorne preliminary remarks. I was grateful to bis 
Excellency for receiving me so promptly as it would have been 
impossible for me to wait for Herr von Ribbentrop's return inasmuch 
as tbe fact was that His Majesty's Government were afraid that tbe 
situation brooked no delay. I asked his Excellency toread the Ietter, 
not from the point of view of tbe past, but from that of the present and 
the future. What had been done could not now be undone, and the.re 
could be no peace in Europe without Anglo-German co-operation. We 
had guaranteed Poland against attack and we would keep our word. 
Throughout the centuries of history we had never, so far as I knew, 
broken our word. We could not do so now and remain Britain. 

During the whole of this first conversation Ilerr Hitler was excit­
able and uncompromising. He made no long speeches but bis 
language was violent and exaggerated both as regards England and 
Poland. He began by asserting that the Polish question would have 
been settled on the most generous terms if it had not been for England's 
unwarranted support. I drew attention to the inaccuracies of this 
statement, our guarantee having been given on 31st March and Polish 
reply on 26th March. He retorted by saying that the latter had been 
inspired by a British press campaign, which had invented a German 
threat to Poland the week before. Germany had not moved a man 
any more than she bad done during the similar fallacious press cam­
paign about Czecho-Slovakia on the 20th May last year. 

He then violently attacked the Polea, talked of 100,000 German 
refugees from Poland, excesses against Germans, closing of German 
institutions and Polish systematic persecution of German nationals 
gene rally. He said that he was receiving hundreds of telegrama daily 
from his persecuted compatriota. He would stand it no longer, &c. 
I interrupted by remarking that while I did not wish to try to deny 
that persecutions occurred (of Polea also in Germany) the German 
press accounts were highly exaggerated. He had mentioned the 
castration of Germans. I happened to be aware of one case. The 
German in question was a .sex-maniac, who had been treated as be 
deserved. Herr Hitler's retort was that there had not been one case 
but six. 

His next tirade was against British support of Czechs and Poles. 
He asserted that the former would bave been independent to-day if 
England had not encouraged them in a policy bostile to Germany. 
He insinuated that the Poles would be to-monow if Britain ceased 
to encourage them to-day. He followed this by a tirad e against 
England, whose friendship be had sought for twenty years only to see 
every offer turned down with contempt. The British press was also 
vehemently abused. I contested every point and kept calling bis 
statements inaccurate but the only effect was to launch him on sorne 
fresh tirade. 

Throughout the conversation I stuck firmly to point (1) namely 



100 

Arch1vo 
Histórico 

our determination to honour our obligations to Poland; Herr Hitler 
on the other hand kept harping on point (3), the Polish persecution 
of German nationals. Point (2) was not referred to at all and 
apparently did not interest him. (l had been warned that it would 
not.) 

Most of the conversation was recrimination, the real points being 
in his reply in regard to the threat to Poland if persecu­

twns contmue and to England and Frauce if they mobilise to such an 
extent as to constitute a danger to Germany. 

At the end of this first conversation Herr Hitler observed, in reply 
io my repeated warnings that direct action by Germany would mean 
war, that Germany had nothing to lose and Great Britain much · that 
he did not desire war but would not shrink from it if it was nece;sary; 
and that his people were much more behind him than last September. 

I replied that I hoped and was convinced that sorne solution was 
still possible without war and asked why contact with the Poles 
could not be renewed. Herr Hitler's retort was that, so long as 
England gave Poland a blank cheque, Polish unreasonableness wonld 
render any negotiation impossible. I denied the '' blank cheque '' but 
this only started Herr Hitler off again and finally it was agreed that 
he wonld send or hand me his reply in two hours' time. 

No. 58. 

Sir N. Ilenderson to Viscount Ilalifax (received August 24). 

(Telegraphic.) Berlin, August 24, 1939. 
FoLLOWING is continuation of my telegram of the 23rd August. * 
After my first talk yesterda.y I returned to Salzburg on under­

standing that if Herr Hitler wished to see me again I would be at his 
disposal or, if he had nothing new to say, he could merely send me his 
reply to Prime Minister by hand. 

As in the event he asked to see me, I went back to Berchtesgaden. 
He was quite calm the second time and never raised bis voice once. 
qonversation lasted from 20 minutes to half an hour but produced 
httle new, except that verbally he was far more categoric than in 
>vritten reply as to his determination to attack Poland if '' another 
German were ill-treated in Poland.'' 

. I spoke of traged:y of war and of his immense responsibility bnt 
lns answer was that 1t would be all England's fault. I refuted this 
only to learn from him that England was determinad to destroy and 
extermina te Germany. He was, he said, 50 years old : he preferred 
war now to when he would be 55 or 60. I told him that it was absurd 
to talk of extermination. Nations could not be exterminated and 
peacefnl and prosperous Germany was a British interest. Hia answer 

• No. 57. 
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was that it was England who was fighting for lesser races whereas 
he was fighting only for Germany : the Germans would this time 
fight to the last man : it would have been different in 1914 if he had 
been Chancellor then. 

He spoke severa! times of his repeated offers of friendship to 
England and their invariable and contemptuous rejection. I referred 
to Prime Ministrr'R rfforts of last year and his desire for co-operation 
with Germany. He said that he had believed in Mr. Chamberlain's 
good will at the time, bnt, and especially since encirclement efforts 
of last few months, he did so no longer. I pointed out fallacy of this 
view but his answer was that he was now finally convinced of the 
rightness of views held formerly to him by others that England and 
Germany could never agree. 

In referring to Russian non-aggression pact he observed that it 
was England which had forced him into agreement with Russia. He 
did not seem enthusia.stic over it but added that onoo he made agree­
ment it would be for a long period. (Text of agreement signed to-day 
confirma this and I shall be snrprised if it is not supplemented later 

something more than mere non-aggression). 
1 took line at end that war seemed to me quite inevitable if Herr 

Tiitler persisted in direct action against Poland and expressed regret 
at faihue of my mission in general to Berlín and of my visit to him. 
Herr Hitler's attitude was that . it was England's fanlt and that nothing 
short of complete change of her policy towards Germany could now 
ever convince him of British desire for good relations. 

No. 59. 

Sir N. H enderson to Viscotmt Ilalifax (Teccived 8 ·30 P.:rtr.). 

(Telegraphic.) Berlín, August 24, 1939. 
I HA VE hitherto not made particular reference to the underlined 

portion in Herr Hitler's reply* to the Prime Minister in regard to 
German general mobilisation as a counter to British and French 
mobilisations. 

2. When Herr Hitler gave me his reply, readjusted, I asked him 
what exactly was intended by this sentence, as I would, I said, regard 
a general German mobilisation as the equivalent to war. The answer 
I got was confused, as was the actual German text. But the gist was 
that if the French and British mobilisations convinced Herr Hitler 
that the W estern Powers meant to attack him he would mobilise in 
self-defence. I pointed out that any British military mobilisation 
would in any case fall far short of what already existed in Germany. 

Hitler's reply was that this sentence was more particnlarly 
mtended as a warning to France, and that, as I gathered, the French 
Govermnent was being or would be so informad. 

* Given in italica in No. 60. 
[19940] F 
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3. J ÍL'Cl tLaL lhc main ohjecls of inscrLing tbis unucdincd 
passage in bis letter was (a) to indicate tbat Germany could not be 
intimidated; and (b) to serve as an excuse for general mobilis·ation 
1f and when Herr Hitler decides on it. 

No. 60. 

Communication fmm the German ChamcelloT ·to the PTime Ministe1·, 
handed to Ilis 1\Iajesty's Ambassaclor on August 23, 1939. 

('l'ranslation.) 
Your Excellency, 

THE British Ambassador has just llaml0cl lo me a communicatíon 
in which your E:wellency draws at tenLion in the namf' of the British 
Government to a number of points which in yonr estimation are 
of the greatest importance. 

I may be permitted tQ answer your letter as follows :-

1. Germany )las never sought oonflict with England and has 
never interfered in English interests. On the contrary, she has for 
years endeavoured-although unfortunately in vain-to win 
England's friendship. On this account she voluntarily assumed in a 
wide area of Europe the limitations on her own interests which from 
a national-political point of view it woulcl have otherwise been very 
difficult to tolerate. 

2. The German Reich, however, like every other State possesses 
certain definite interests which it is impossible to renounce. These 
do not extend beyond the limits of the necessities laid down by former 
German history and deriving from vital eoonomic pre-requisites. 
Sorne of these questions held and still hold a significance both of a 
national-political and a psychological character which no German 
Government is able to ignore. 

To these questions belong the German City of Danzig, and the 
oonnected problem of the Corridor. Numerous statesmen, historians 
and men of letters even in England have been oonscious of this at 
any rate up to a few years ago. I would add that all these territories 
lying in the aforesaid German sphere of interest and in particular 
those lands which retumed tQ the Reich eighteen months ago received 
their cultural development at the hands not of the English but 
exclusively of the Germans and this, moreover, already from a time 
dating back over a thousand years. 

3. Germany was prepared to settle the questions of Danzig and 
of the Corridor by the method of negotiation on the basis of a pro­
posa! of truly unparalleled magnanimity. The allegations disseminated 
by England regarding a German mobilisation against Poland, the 
assertion of aggressive designs towards Roumania, Hungary, &c., as 
well as the so-called guarantee declarations which were subsequently 
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given had, however, dispelled Polish inclination to negotiate on 
basis of this kind which would )lave been tolerable for Germany also. 

4. The unconditional assurance given by England to Poland 
that she would render assistance to that country in all circumstances 
reaardless of the causes from which a confiict might spring, coulu 

o 
only be interpreted · in that oountry as an enoouragement thence-
forward tQ unloosen, under cover of such a charter, a wave of 
appalling terrorism against the one a German 
inhabitants living in Poland. The whwh smce. ha ve 
been taking place in that oountry are ternble for the 
intolerable for a Great Power such as the German Rewh whwh 1s 
expected to remain a passive onlooker during these 
Poland )las been guilty of numerous breaches of her obhgatwns 
towards the Free City of Danzig, has made m the 
of ultimata, and has initiated a process of econ?m1c strangulabon. 

5. The Govenunent of the German Bewh therefore recently 
caused the P.olish Government t.o be informed that it was not prepared 
passively tQ accept this development of affairs, that will not 
fnrther addressing of notes in the character of ult1mata to Danz1g, 
that it will not tderate a oontinuance of the persecutions of the 
German minority, that it will equally not tolerate the extermination 
of the Free City of Danzig by eoonomic in other. words. 
the destruction of the vital bases of the populat10n of Danz1g by a 
kind of Customs blockade, and that it will not tolerate the occurrence 
of further acts of provocation directed against the Reich. Apart from 
this, the questions of the Corridor ancl of Danzig must and shall be 
sol ved. 

6. Your Excellency informs me in the name of the British 
Government that you will be obliged to render assistance to Poland in 
any such case of intervention on the part of 9'ermany. I take note ?f 
this statement of yours and assure you that lt can make no m 
the determination of the Beich Government to safeguard the mterests 
of the Reich as stated in paragraph 5 above. Your assurance to the 
effect that in such an event you anticípate a long war is . shared by 
myself. Germany, if attacked by England, will be found prepared 
and determined. I have already more than once declared before tho 
German people and thc world that there be no doubt ooncerning 
the determination of the new Gennan Rewh rather to accept, for 
however long it might be, every sort of misery and tribulation than to 
sacrifice its national interests, let alone its honour. 

7. The German Reich Government has received information to 
the effect that the British Government has the intention to carry out 
measures of mobilisation which, according to the statements oontained 
in your own letter, are clearly directed against Germany alone. This is 
said to be true of France as well. Since Germany has never had the 
intention of taking military measures other than those of a defensive 
character against England or France, and, as has already been 
emphasised, has never intended, and does not in the future intend, 
to attack England or Pra.nce, it follows that this announcement as 
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confirmed by you, Mr. Prime Minister, in your own letter, can only 
refer to a contemplated act of menace directed against the Reich. 1 
the1·ejore inform your Excellency that, in the event of these military 
a.nnouncements being caTTied into effect, 1 shall arder immediate 
mobilisation of the German forces. 

8. The question of the treatment of European problems on a 
peaceful basis is not a decision which rests on Germany but primarily 
on those who since the crime committed by the V et·sailles dicta te ha ve 
stubbornly and consistently opposed any peaceful revision. Only after 
a change of spirit on the part of the responsible Powers can there be 
any real cbange. in the relationship between England and Germany. 
I have all my hfe fought for Anglo-German friendship ; the attitude 
adopted by British diplomacy-at any rate up to the present--bas, 
however, convinced me of the futility of such an attempt. Should 
there be any change in this respect in the future nobody could be 
happier than I. 

ADOLF HITLER. 

No. 61. 

Non-Aggression Pact between Germany and the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics. 

(Translation.) 
THE Government of the German Reich and the Government of 

the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, guided by the desire to 
strengthen the cause of peace between Germany and the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, and taking as a basis the fundamental 
regulations of the Neutrality Agreement concluded in April 1926 
between Germany and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, have 
reached the following agreement :-

Article l. The two Contracting Parties bind themselves to refrain 
from any act of force, any aggressive action and any attack on one 
another, both singly and also jointly with other Powers. 

Art. 2. In the event of one of the Contracting Parties becomino 
the object of warlike action on the part of a third Power the 
Contracting Party shall in no manner support this third Power. 

Art. 3. The Governments of the two Contracting Parties shall 
in future. in touch with one another, by way of 
consultatwn, m order to mform one another on questions touchino 
their joint interests. 

15 

. Art. 4. either of the two. Parties shall participa te 
m any groupmg of Powers whrch 1s dtrected directly or indirectly 
against the other Party. 

Art. 5. In the event of disputes or disagreements arisino between 
the Contracting Parties on questions of this or that kind, both Parties 
would clarify these disputes or disagreements exclusively by means 
of exc}:¡ange of opinion or, if necessary, by arbitration 
comm1ttees. 
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Art. 6. 'l'he present Agreement shall be concluded for a period 
of ten years on the understanding that, in so far as one of thc 
Contracting Parties does not give notice of termination one year 
before the end of this period, Lhe period of validity of this Agreement . 
shall automatically be regarded as prolongad for a further period of 
five years. 

Art. 7. The present Agreement shall be ratified within thr 
shortest possible time. 'l'he instruments of ratification shall be 
exchanged in Berlín. The Agreement takes effect immediately after 
it has been signed. 

For the German Reich Government : 

Moscoll', Au.qust 23, J939. 

BIBBENTROP. 

For the Government of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Bepnblics: 

1\fOLOTOV. 

No. 62. 

Mr. F. M. Shepherd to Viscount Halifax. 

(Telegraphic. ) Danzig, August 26, 1939. 
FoLLOWING is translation of decree of Senate dated 23rd August :-

" Decree: Article 1.-Gauleiter of Danzig is Head of State 
(' Staatsoberhaupt ') of the Free City of Danzig. 

"ATticle 2.-'fhis decree comes into force on 23rd August. 
1939. " 

Following are translations of lett ers dated 24th Augnst (a) from 
President of Senate to Herr Porster, and (b) of latter's reply :-

" (a) At its meeting yesterday the Senate passed a resolution 
according to which you have been declared Staatsober­
haupt of the Free City of Danzig as from yesterday. A 
copy of the certified resolution is enclosed. In addition, 
a legal decree has been prepared to-day and signed making 
the above-mentioned resolution of the Senate operative. 
By means of these two acts of the Government the Danzig 
Constitution has been altered in the above-mentionerl 
sense. The Senate has autborised me to request you, Herr 
Gauleiter, to accept this office forthwith in arder in thesc 
difficult but wonderful last decisive days outwardly to giYe 
expression to the unity between party and S tate. which baR 
so often been stressed and wbich has always 
existed. 
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" (b) I have taken cognisance of the contents of your letter of 
the 24th instant and of the enclosed certi:fied copy of the 
decree regarding the Staatsoberhaupt of the Free City of 
Danzig of 23rd August, 1939, and of the copy of the 
Senate's resolution of the 23rd August, 1939, which was 
also enclosed. lt, of conrse, goes without saying that in 
my capacity as Leader of the N.S.D.A.P. of the Danzig 
district I am prepared in days which are so fateful for 
Danzig also to conduct the affairs of the State. With this 
decree promulgated on the 23rd August, 1939, a state of 
affairs is officially sanctioned which, since the accession to 
power by the National Socialists in 1933, has in practice 
been in force." 

No. 63. 

Sir 11. lún11ard to Viscount llal ifax. 

(Telegraphic. ) Warsaw, August 24, 1939. 
FoLLOWING is translation of Polish note to the Danzig Senate :-

,' Herr Staatsrat Boettcher to-day informed Councillor of tbe 
Polish Commissariat-General of the resolution of the Senate of 
the Free City conferring on Gauleiter Forster the functions anu 
position of the head of the State (' Staatsoberhaupt ') of the Free 
City, this being con:firmed in to-day's Danzig press. I acldress 
myself to the Senate of the Free City as the body which, in 
accordance with the legally binding Constitution of the Free City, 
exercises supreme authority in that territory, in order to make 
on behalf of my Government the following dPclaration :-

.' 1\Iy Government sees no legal founclation for the adoption 
by the Senate of the Free City of a resolut.ion instituting a new 
State function for which there is no provision whatever in the 
Constitution of the Free City, and to which, as would appear, the 
authorities hitherto functioning in the Free City would be 
subordinated. The Polish Government reserve the right to aclopt 

further attitude in this respect. 
'' In this connexion the Polish Government consider it neces­

sary to remind the authorities of the Free City that they have 
already more than once warned the Senate of the Free City in 
the most decisive fashion against a policy of fait accompli, the 
consequence of which might be most serious and the responsi­
bility for which would fall exclusively upon the authorities of the 
Free City of Danzig." 
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No. 64. 

Speech by th e Prime Minister in the Hotts e of Commons on 
August 24, 1939. 

WHEN at the beginning of this month Hon. Members separated 
for the summer recess, I think there can have been few among us 
who anticipated that many weeks would elapse befare we 
ourselves meeting here again. Unfortunately, ant1mpatwns 
have been fulfilled, and the Government have felt obhged to ask that 
Parliament should be summoned again, in order to new 
and drastic steps as are required by the gravity _of the _s1tuatwn. In 
Lhe last debate which we had upon foreign _wh1Ch t<;<>k place 
on the 31st July, I observed that tbe Danzig sltuatwn reqmred 
l'areful watching. I expressed my anxiety the pace at wb1Ch 
t he accumulation of war weapons was proceedmg throughout Europe. 
I referred to the poisoning of public by the propaganda 
which was going on, and I declared that 1f that could be 
and if sorne action could be taken to restare confidence, I d1d not 
believe there was any question which could not be solved _by 
discussion. I am sorry to say that there no s1gn_ of 
anv such action. On the contrary, the mternatwnal pos1t10n 
steadily deteriorated until to-day "e :find ourselves confrontad With 
the imminent peril of war. . 

At the beainnincr of Aucrust a dispute arose between the Pohsh 
Government Danzi; Senate as to the position a_ncl íunctio_ns 
of certain Polish Customs officials. It was not a questwn of maJor 
importance. Many more acute difficulties have been . settled 
in the past under less tense conditions even m th1s 
discussions had actually begun between the part1es last week. Whlle 
those discussions were in progress, the German Press opened a 
violent campaign against the Polish Government. They declared 
Danzig could not be the subject of an:y conference or any coi:?-:rrom1se 
and that it must come back to the Re1Ch at once and uncondltwnally. 
'rhey went further. 'l'hey linked up with the Danzig question the 
question of the Corridor. They attacked the and 
attitude of the Polish Government, and they pubhshed mrcumstant1al 
accounts of the alleged ill-treatment of Germans living in 
Now we have no means of cheeking the accuracy of those stones, but 
we cannot help being struck by the fact that they bear. a strong 
resemblance to similar allegations that were made last year m respect 
of the Sudeten Germans in Czecho-Slovakia. We must also remem­
ber that there is a Jarge Polish minority in Germany. and that. the 
treatment of that minority has also been the subJect of bltter 
complaints by the PoliEh Government. . . . 

There is no subject w):lich is calculated to arouse 111-feelmg m any 
country more than statements about t?e. of 
their own race in another country. Th1s IS a subJect wh1ch prov1des 
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the most infiammable of all materials, the malcrial most likely to 
<;ause a general conflagralion. In lhose ein;umslances one cannot 
but deeply regret that such inc:iclents, which, if they were established, 
would naturally excite sympathy for t)J.e victims and indignation 
against the authors of this alleged ill-treatment, should be treated in 
a way which is calculated qtiJl further to embitter the atmosphere 
and raise tbe temperatnre to the danger point. But I think it will bt> 
agreed that, in face of this campaign, declarations by Polish states­
men have shown great calm and self-restraint. The Polish leaders, 
while they have been firm in their determination to resist an attack 
upon their independence, have been unprovocative. They have 
always been ready, as I am su re they would be ready now, to discuss 
uifferences with the German Government, if they could be sure that 
those discussions would be carried on without threats of force or 
violence, and with some conficlence that, if agreement were reachecl, 
its terms would be respecte el afterwards permanently, both in the 
letter and in the spirit. 'rhis Press campaign is not the only 
symptom which is ominously reminiscent of past experience. Military 
preparations have been made in Germany on snch a scale that thal 
c!otmtry is nmv in a condition of complete readiness for war, and al 
the beginning of this \Yeek \Ye had word that German troops were 
beginning to move tmmrds the Polish frontier. It then became 
evident that a crisis of the first magnitude was approaching, and the 
Government resolved that the time had come when they must seek 
the approval of Parliament for further measures of defence. 

'l'hat was the situation on Tuesday last, when in Berlín aml 
1\Ioscow it was announced that negotiations had been taking place, 
and were likely soon to be concluded, for a non-aggression pact 
between those two countries. I do not attempt to conceal from the 
House that that announcement carne t() the G()vernment as a surprist>. 
and a surprise of a very unpleasant character. For sorne time past 
there had been rnmours about an impending change in the relations 
between and the Soviet Union. but 11() inkling ()Í that. 
change had been eonveyed either to us or to the French Government 
by the Soviet Government. The House may remember that on the 
31st J uly I remarked that we had engaged u pon steps almost unpre­
eedented in character. I said that we had shown a great amount of 
trust and a strong desire to bring the negotiations with the Soviet 
Union to a snccessful conclusion when we agreed to send our soldiers, 
sailors and airmen t() Russia to discuss military plans t()gether befm·e 
we had any assurance that we should be able ro reach an agreement 
on política! matters. Well, Sir. nevertheless, moved by the observa­
lían of the Russian Secretary for Poreign Affairs, that if we could 
eome to a successful conclusion of ()nr military discussions, political 
agreement should not present any insuperable difficulties, we sent 
1 he Mission. 

The British and Frrueh 1\fisRions rcached Moscow on thf' 
11th Ang11st. They were wannly rf'reived. in friendly fashion. aud 
disrnssions were artually in progrt>ss and harl pr()ceederl ()11 a hasis 

e Relaciones Exterrores, 
t erndcional y Culto 

a 

109 

of mutual trust when this bombshell was fiung clown. It, to say the 
least of it, was highly disturbing t() learn that while these conversa­
tions were proceeding on that basis, the Soviet were 
Recretly negotiating a pact with Germany for. purposes :vh1Ch, . on 
the face of it, were inconsistent with the obJects of thetr formgn 
policy, as we h_ad understood it .. r. not p\opose this_ afternoon to 
pass any final Jndgment upon thiS lllCJdent: rhat, I w?uld be 
premature until we have had an opportumty of consultmg Wlth 
F.'rench Government as to the meanmg and the consequences of th1s 
agreement, the text of which was published this morning. But 
¡.he question that the Government had when they 
of this announcement was what effect, If any. th1s changed sltuatwn 
would have upon their own policy. In Berlín the waR 
hailed, with extraordinary cynicism, _as a great d1plomatic v1etory 
which removed any dancrer of war, smce we ancl France would no 
longer be likely to fulfil obligations to Poland. W e felt it our first 
duty to remove any sueh dangerous illusion. . . 

The House will recollect that the guarantee whteh we had giVen to 
Poland was given before any agreement with Hussia was talked of, 
and that it was not in any way made dependent upon any such 
agreement being reached. How, then, could we, with honour, go 
upon such an obligation, which we had. so often and so plamly 
repeated? 'rherefore, our first act was to 1s_sue a our 
obligations to Poland and to other countnes reruamed unaffected. 
'rhose obliaations rest upon agreed statements made to the Housc 
of Commo;s, to which effect is being given in tre·aties which are at 
present in an advanced stage of Those treaties,. when 
concluded, will fonnally define our obhgatwns, but they do not m any 
way alter, they do not add to or snbtract from, the obligations of 
mutual assistance which have 'already been accepted. 'rhe 
communiqué which we issued to Press after the meeting _of the 
Cabinet this week spoke also of certam measures of defence wluch we 
had adopted. It will be remembered that, as I have said, 
has an immense army of men already under arms and that rmhtary 
preparations of all kinds have been and are being carried on on a vast 
scale in that country. 

The measures that we have taken up to now are of a precautionary 
and defensive character, and to give effect to our determination lo 
put this country in a state of preparedness to meet 
but I wish emphatieally to repudiate any suggestwn, 1f such a 
suggestion should be made, that these measures imply an act of 
menace. Nothing that we have done or that we propase todo menacen 
the legitimate interests of Germany. It is not an act of menace to 
prepare to help friends to defend _against neigh­
bours wishing to live together peacefully m fnendly relatwns find thaL 
one of them is contemplating apparently an aggressive act of for0e 
aaainst another of them, and is making open preparations for action, 
itis not amenace for the others to announce their intention of aiding 
the one who is the subject of this threat. 
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There is another action which has been taken to-day in the 
financia! sphere. Hon. Meinbers will have seen the announcement 
that the Bank Hate, which has remained at 2 per cent. for a long 
time past, has to-day been raised to 4 per cent., and the House will 
recognise that this is a normal protective measure adopted for the 
purpose of defending our resources in a period of uncertainty. There 
is in this connexion a contribution to be made by British citizens 
generally. The public can best co-operate in reducing as far as 
possible any demands which involve directly or indirectly the purchase 
of foreign exchange; next by scrupulously observing the request of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer that capital should not at present be sent 
or moved out of the country ; and, finally, by holding no more foreign 
assets than are strictly required for the normal purpose of business. 

In view of the attitude in Berlín to which I have already referred, 
His Majesty's Government felt that it was their duty at this moment 
to leave no possible loophole for misunderstanding, and so that no doubt 
might exist in the rnind of the German Government, His Majesty's 
Ambassador in Berlín was instructed to seek an interview with the 
German Chancellor and to hand him a message from me on behalf 
of the British Government. That message was delivered yesterday 
and the reply was received to-day. The object of my communication 
to the German Chancellor was to restate our position and to make 
quite sure that there was no misunderstanding. His Majesty's 
Government felt that this was all the more necessary having reganl 
to reports which we had received as to the military movements taking 
place in Germany and as to the then projected German-Soviet Agree­
ment. I therefore made it plain, as had been done in the com­
muniqué issued after tl;te Cabinet meeting on Tuesday, that if the 
case should arise His Majesty's Government were resolved and 
prepared to employ without delay all the forces at their command. 

On numerous occasions I have stated my conviction that war 
between our two countries, admitted on all sides to be the greatest 
calamity that could occur, is not desired either by our own people 
or the German people. With this fact in mind I informed the 
German Chancellor that, in our view, there was nothing in the 
questions arising between Poland and Germany which could not be, 
and should not be, resolved without the use of force, if only a 
situation of confidence could be restored. We expressed our willing­
ness to assist in creating the conditions in which such negotiations 
could take place. The present state of tension creates great 
difficulties, and I expressed the view that if there could be a truce 
on all sides to press polemics and all other forms of incitement 
suitable conditions might be established for direct negotiations 
between Germany and Poland upon the points at issue. The negotia­
tions could, of course, deal also with the complaints made on either 
side about the protection of minorities. 

The German Chancellor's reply includes what amounts to a 
re-statement of the German thesis that Eastern Europe is a sphere 
in which Germany ought to have a free hand. If we-this is the 
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thesis-or any country having less direct interest choose to interfere, 
the blame for the ensuing confiict will be <:mrs. 'L'his thesis entirely 
misapprehends the British position. We do not seek to claim a 
special position for ourselves in Eastern Europe. We do not think 
of asking Germany to sacrifice her national interests, but we cannot 
agree that national interests can only be secured by the shedding of 
blood or the destruction of the independence of other States. With 
regard to the relations between Poland and Germany, the German 
Chancellor in his reply to me has. referred again to the situation at 
Danzig, drawing attention to the position of that city and of the 
Corridor, and to the offer which he made early this year to settle 
these questions by methods of negotiation. I have repeatedly refuted 
the alleg.ation that it was our guarantee to Poland that decided the 
Polish Government to refuse the proposals then made. That 
guarantee was not, in fact, given until after the Polish refusal had 
been conveyed to the German Government. In view of the delicacy of 
the situation I must refrain for the present from 'any further com­
ment upon the communications which have just passed between the 
two Governments. Catastrophe has not yet come u pon us. W e must, 
therefore, still hope that reason and sanity may find a way to reassert 
themselves. The pronouncement we made recently and what I have 
said to-day refiects, I am sure, the views of the French Government, 
with whom we have maintained the customary close contact in 
pursuance of our well established cordial relations. 

Naturally, our minds tnrn to the Dominions. I appreciate very 
warmly the pronouncements made by Ministers in other parts of the 
British Commonwealth. The indications that have been given from 
time to time, in sorne cases as recently as yesterday, of their sympathy 
with our patient efforts in the cause of peace, and of their attitude in 
the unhappy event of their proving unsuccessful, are a sonrce of pro­
found encouragement to us in these critical times. The House will, I 
am sure share the ·appreciation with which His Majesty's Govern­
ment noted the appeal for peace made yesterday by King 
Leopold in the name of the heads of the Oslo States, after the meeting 
in Brussels yesterday of the representatives of those States. It will be 
evident from what I have said that His Majesty's Government share 
the hopes to which that appeal g.ave expression, and earnestly trust 
tha.t effect will be given to it. 

The Foreign Secretary, in a speech made on the 29th June to the 
Royal Institute of International Affairs, * set out the fundamental bases 
of British foreign policy. His observations on that subject were, I 
believe, received with general approval. The first basis is our deter­
mination to resist methods of force. The second basis is our recog­
nition of the world desire to pursue the constructivo work of 
building peace. If we were once satisfied, my noble Friend 
said that the intentions of others were the same as om own, 
and 'if we were satisfied that all wanted peaceful solutions, then, 

* No. 25. 
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indeed, we C?uld discuss which are to-day causing the world 
so an.xiety.. That defimtwn of the basic fundamental ground of 

pohcy shll stands. We want to see established an inter­
natwnal order based upon . mutual understanding and mutual 
confi?ence: we cannot bmld such an order unless it conforms to 
certam pnnmples which are essential to the establishment of con­
?dence trust. Those principies must include the observance of 
mternatwnal undertakings when they have once been entered into 
and the rennnciation of force in the settlement of di:fferences. It 
because those .to which we attach such vital importance, 
seem to us to be m Jeopardy that we have undertaken these 
tremendous. and unprecedented responsibilities. 

If, de:"p1te all our e:fforts to find the way to peace-and God knows 
I have tned my best-if in spite of all that, we find ourselves forced to 

upon a struggle. which is bound to be fraught with su:ffering 
miSery for allmankmd and the end of which no man can foresee, 

1f that should we s?a ll not be fighting for the political future 
of .a away mty m. a we shall be fighting for the pre­
setvat:on of pnnmples of whtch I have spoken, the destruction 
of would mvolve tbe destruction of all possibility of peace and 
secunty fo:· the peoples of the world. 'l'his issue of peace or war does 
110t "?th and I tru.st. that those witb whom the responsibility 
does he th:nk of the m1lhons of human beings whose fate depends 
upon the1.r ach_ons .. !or ourselves, :ve have a united country behind 
n,s, 'and m cnt1cal hour I beheve that we, in this House of 
Uommons, wdl stand together, and that this afternoon we shall show 
the world that. as we think, so will we act, as a united nation. 

No. 65. 

Speech by the Secretary of S tate for Foreign A ffaiTS tn the 
House of Lorcls on August 24, 1939. 

l\fy Lords, I am glad to accede to the invitation of the noblP 
Lord opposite, and perhaps your Lordships will forgive me if I make 
a statement of somewhat greater length than is customary in answer 
to a fo_rmal question. It will perhaps be of some usefulness if ] 
sketch m word or two the background of the international develop­
ments whwh have led to the recall of Parliament. The events of 
this year are fresh in all our minds, and the cumulative e:ffect of 
them had to lead many countries of Europe to feel themselves 
confronted .'Yith attempt on the part of Germany to domínate and 
control then· destmy, and there were few which had not reason to 
fear that their "\Y ere in greater or Iess degree in danger. 
As a matter of h1story, successive British Governments have felL ' 
obliged to resist attempts by a single to domínate Europe at 
the expense of others, and the imposition of one country's will by 
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force of arms. This oountry has slood for thc of the 
independence of those States who both valued thmr hberttes and 
were ready to defend them, and have endeavonred to the 
principie tbat changes wh.ich must inevitably take place m the 
relations between nations can and should be etrected peacefully and 
by free negotiation between those concerned. . . 

His 1\fajesty's Government accordingly entered mto 
with the countries who felt themselves to be more 1mmediately 
threatened, for the sole purpose of concerting resistance to further 
aggression if such should be attempted. His Government 
at the same time endeavoured to make clear then· attltude both by 
word and deed so that no doubt might anywhere exist as to the 
policy which they were determined to pursue. !-'h€:Y introduced 
compulsory service and made e:fforts unprecedented m times of peace 
to expand and equip the armed forces of the Cro:vn and to place 
both the civil and military defences of the country m a state of 
prepareclness. The declarations of policy which have been made m 
this House and in another place have sought to set out both general 
principies of British policy and also the of l\Iajesty's 
Government to particular questions, such as Danz1g, whiCh .ha ve fr?m 
time to time held the forefront of the stage. The declaratwns wh1ch 
were tlms made and the action which was taken met, I think, with 
the aeneral approval both of Parliament and people. 

Befare the adjournment early this month my right honourable 
friend the Prime Minister said that the situation, in which the 
accumulation of the weapons of war was going on at such a pace, 
was one which could not but be regarded with anxiety. He referred 
to the bad feeling which was being created by poisonous propaganda, 
and said that if that could be stopped and if some action could be 
taken to restare confidence in Emope, there was no question which 
should not be capable of solution by a peaceful means. Of such action, 
however, there has unhappily been no sign, and since th: House 
adjourned the international situation has deteriorated, untll to-day 
we are confronted with the imminent peril of war. 

At the beginning of August further di:fferences arase between the 
Polish Government and the Danzig Senate concerning the position 
and functions of the Polish Customs Inspectors in the Free City. 
'l'hese di:fferences were relatively unimportant in themselves and in 
an atmosphere of less tension would no doubt have been capable ?f 
being settled amicably, as simila.r been settled. m 
the past. Discussion of the questwns at 1ssue was m fact proceedmg 
at the end of last week. But while e:fforts were being made to set 
the machinery of negotiation in motion, the German press opened 
a violent campaign against the Polish Government. This campaign, 
as noble Lords may have noticed, was not confincd solely, or even 
principally, to the question of Danzig .. On this guestion it was 
stated that there could be no compromtse : Danz1g must return 
unconditionally to the Reich. With it was linked the question of the 
so-called Corridor, and the attack on Poland has extended to cover 
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the .general a11d poliry of the I'olish Government, and in 
part1cular the pos1L10n of the Gennan minority in Poland. 

In. regard to the German minority I would say this. Every 
co_nntr.Y. must be concerned to secure just treatment for 

ancl must naturally feel particul ,ar interest in minorities 
alhed to 1t by No one in this country, certainly, would wish 
to. cor;drtwns _nnder which such treatment was denied to any 
mmor1ty secbon, but 1f causes of complaint exist let them not be made 
the ground for such embitt.erment of the atmosphere as must 
any a hundred t1mes more difficult, but let them be fairly 

.d1spasswnately bnm ght to examination, so that before the publi.c 
the world sorne ground may be established for their 

and It is impossible to ignore the fact that 
the agamst Poland bear a strong resemblance to the 
accusabons macle last year against Czecbo-Slovakia and it is rialtt 
a,lso to remember that there is a large Polish min01:ity in 
of Governn:ent also bitterly complain. ' 

the general atbtude of Polancl 1t must be aclmitted, I think. 
the face of a which appears to threaten not only 

the:r mdependen ce . of actron, but also the existen ce of Poland as a 
natwn, the. cleclaratwns of the Polish leaders ha ve been firm but quite 
u_nprovocative. I am confident that they have been, and are at all 
trmes, rea?y to discuss the dlifferences between themselves and 
Germany, 1f they could be reasonably certain that the discussion 
would. take place under free conditions, without the menace of force 
and w1th assurance that the resulta of the discussion would be loyall+ 

observed. If at times the Polish newspapers ·hav"e 
1 ephed 111 to the ?nslaught of the German press, this has not 

refiected 111 the of the Polish Government. Concurrently 
mth pr.ess campa1gn there has been much active military 

111 Germany, and that country is being placed on a 
of. readiness for war. At the beginning of tbis week 

the:e we.re l.ndiCatwns .that German troops were moving towarcls the 
I'ohsh and, m the face of what was obviously becoming a 
Yery. menacmg situation, His Majesty's Government decided that 
the tune had come when they must seek the approval of Parliament 
for further measures of defence. 

That, in outline, was the situation when on the 22nd August 
the da y yesterday, it was officially stated in Berlín and 
that. negotlatwns been in progress, and were to be at once 

for the s1gnature of a non-aggression pact between the 
SmTiet Umon and Germany .. I do not conceal the fact that this 

carne as a surpnse to His Majesty's Government. For 
sorne tune past there had been rumours of a chanae in the relations 
between the German and Soviet Governments, no hint of such 
a was conveyed by the Soviet Government to His Majesty's 
Government or the French Government with whom th · f t. d ' ey were 1n 

1a 10n; an on the 31st July last the Prime Minister remarl-ed 
m another place that His Majesty's Government were a 
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great degree of trust, and a strong desire to bring their negotiations 
with the Soviet Government to a successful issue, when, before any 
agreement had been finally reached on political matters, they agreed 
to send a Military Mission to Moscow to discuss military plans. The 
Military Missions of France and this country reached Moscow on 
the 11th August, and the conversations were proceeding to all 
appearance on a basis of mutual con:fi.dence, and it is, I do not conceal 
from your Lordships, certainly disturbing to learn that while these 
conversations were taking place the Soviet Government were secretly 
negotiating a pact with Germany for purposes which, on the face oí 
it, were inconsistent with the objects, as we bad understood them , 
of their foreign policy. 

I would not now pass any final judgment on this matter. TpaL 
wonld be premature until we have had time to consult with the 
French Government as to the meaning and the consequences of the 
agreement, the actual text of which has been published this 
morning, but one matter forces itself upon the immediate attention 
of His Majesty's Government. 'rhey had to consider what effect this 
ehanged situation should have on their policy. In Berlin the agree· 
ment was somewhat cynically welcomed as a great diplom'atic victor)' 
which removed the danger · of war, since, so it was alleged, Great 
Britain and France would no longer fulfil their obligations to Poland , 
and His Majesty's Government felt it their first dnty to remove this 
dangerous illusion. It should be recalled, if it is not in mind, that 
our guarantee to Poland was given before any agreement with Russia 
was in prospect, and without condition that snch agreement should 
be reached. His 1\fajesty's Government therefore at once issued a 
statement that their obligations to Poland and other countries 
1'emained unaffected; and throughout these days, as noble Lords will 
imagine, we have been in close and constant contact with the French 
Government, whose attitude is identical with our own. Our obliga­
tions rest on the agreed statements which were made in this House 
and in anoth er place, and which are binding. Effect is being given 
to them in treaties, which are in an advanced stage of negotiation , 
and these treaties will formally define the mutual obligations of the 
parties, but they neither add to nor subtract from the obligations 
of mutual assistance which have been already accepted. 

Certain necessary measures of precaution have already been taken. 
Sorne of these measures have already been announced, and other 
steps will be talren, as judged necessary, as soon as the legislation 
is passed, which 1 understand it is proposed to invite your Lordship s 
to consider this afternoon. There is another action which has been 
taken to-day in the financial sphere. Your Lordships will have seen 
the announcemnt that the bank rate, which has remained for a long 
time past at 2 per cent., has to-day been raised to 4 per cent. The 
House will recognise that . this is a normal protective measure, whiclt 
is adopted for the purpose of defending our resources in a period 
of uncertainty. There is, in this connection, a contribution to be 
made generally by British citizeus. The public can best co-operate 



116 

Archivo 
Histórico 

so far as a_ny demands which involve, directly 
or the purchase of forSign, exchange; next, by scrupulously 
obse1vmg the Chancellor of the Exchequer's request that capital 
Rhould not at be sent moved out of the country ; and, 
finally, by holdmg no more assets than are strictly required 
for the normal purpose of business. 

l\fy Lords, I have said that His l\Iajesty's Government have tried 
to make. their quite clear, but, in order that no possible 
don_bt m1ght enst m the mind of the Gennan GoYernment Ili;; 

AJ?bassador Berlín was instructed yesterday to a11 
wlth Herr Hitler and to giYe him a message on IIis 

l\IaJesty s Government's behalf. The object of this message to the 
German Chancellor was to restate our position and to make quite 
sure that there was no misunderstanding. His Majesty's Government 

I suggested, that that was a!l the more necessary having 
1egard the reports wh1ch we have rece1ved as to the military move­
ments m Germany. and as to the then projected German-Soviet 
Agreement. My nght honourable Friend the Prime Minister 

on behalf of His Government, made it plain, 
had, . mdeed, been. made plam m the statement issued after the 

of Cabmet on Tuesclay last, that if the case should arise 
H_1s MaJesLy s Government were resolved [1Dcl prepared to employ 
wlthout delay all the forces [Lt their command. 

On numerous occasions the Prime Minister has stated his 
conviction, which is shared, I would suppose, by all people of this 

that between the British and the German peoples­
admttted or: all to be the greatest calamity that could occur­
was e1ther by people or by the German people. And 

Pnme Mtmster further mformed the German Chancellor that we 
chd not see that there was anything in the questions arising between 

and Poland which could not and should not be resolved 
wtthout the use of force, if only a situation of confidence could be 

Vfe hav_e expressed our willingness to assist in creating the 
m whiCh such negotiations could take place. It wa,s 

that present state of tension created great difficulties, and 
the PnJ?e Mmtster expressed the view that , if there could be a truce 

all s1des to polemics and all incitements, a suitable condition 
1mght be for direct negotiations between Germany and 
Poland upon the pomts between them. The neaotiations could of 
course, also deal with the complaints made on either side about 'the 
treatment of minorities. 

The German Chancellor's reply inclndes what amounts to a 
of the German thesis that Eastern Europe is a sphere 

m to Laxe a free hand; if we or any country 
havmg less du·ect mterests choose to interfere the blame for the 
ensuing cor;fiict will be ours. British is, of course, that 
we do not m. any way_ seek to cla1m a special position for ourselves; 
we do not think of asking Germany to sacrifica her national interests 
but we do insist that the interests of other States should be respected: 
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We cannot agree that national interests can only be secnred by the 
sheddina of blood or by the destruction of the independence of other 
States; 0 and, unf01·tunately, events such as those of last March 
it difficult to accept assurances, even _now repeated, ab?ut the lmuta­
tions of German interests. Herr H1tler has ?ften that he has 
fouaht for a better Anglo-German understanding, but _1t has, as 
see 0 it been the acts of Herr Hitler bimself that ha ve t1me and agam 

our earnest ,and sincere endeavours to that end; and .as 
rerrarcÍs relations between Germany and Poland, 
Chancellor has referred again to the situation at J?anzlg, drawmg 
attention to the position of that City and of the Corndor, to the 
offer "\Yhich he made only this year to those questwns by 
methods of nerrotiation. The allegation that lt was our guarantee to 
Poland that the Polish Government to refuse the proposa:s 
then made has been repeatedly refuted. That guarantee was not, 111 

fact aiven until after the Polish refusal had been conveyed to thc 
>O 

German Government. . 
l\fy Lords, in view of the delicacy of the situation I would. ref:am 

at this time from any further comment upon the commumcatwns 
which have just passed between the two Governments. 
has not yet come upon Europe. and we must, therefore, shll hope 
that reason and sanity may find means to reassert themselves. As 
to the military measures that we }1ave taken, it I?ust be remembered 
that as I have said, Germany has already an of 
men.' under arms, and has also made military preparatwns of all kmds 
on a vast scale. The measures taken in this country have so 
been only of a precautionary and kind, but no threats w1ll 
affect onr determination to do what 1s necessary. to thc 
conntry for any emeraency. I would with emphas1s repud1ate any 
suggestion that the me

0
asures are taking imply a act 

of menace on our part. Nothmg that _done propose to d_o 
constitutes a threat to any of Germany s legihm,ate It IS 

no act of menace to prepare oneself to help one s fnends to defend 
themselves a,gainst the use of force. . 

In a speech that I made _weeks _or two ago to 
the Royal Institute of Internatwna,l Affarrs I t_ned to set out m 
which were fortunate enough to meet w1th 
approval the twin of. purpose ?n whiCh Bnt1sh pohcy 
rests. rl'he first was a determmatwn to res1st force,_ and the second 
was the recognition of the world's to get on wüh the con_struc­
tive task of building peace. And 1f we coulcl once, as I sa1d, be 
satisfied that the intentions of others were the same as our own, ancl 
that ''"e all really wanted peaceful then, I we 
discuss aH the problems that were <:ausmg the world anx1ety. rhat 
definition of the policy of lEs _1\IajestJ:'s stands. Our 
object i;;, and has been, to bmld an mternahonal arder based 011 

mutual understanding and mutual confidence, bu_t that can only 
rest on the basis of certain moral principies -which are. w1dely 
nised to be essential to the peaceful and the orderly hfe of natwns, 
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and amon" those principies I place high the renunciation of forciblc 
solutions the respect for the pledged word in international 
relationships. And, fundamentally, it is those principies which are 
to-day as we see it in danger, aud it is those principies which we 
consider it vital to try and protect. 

There are some who say that the fate of European nations is no 
toncern of ours, and that we should not look far beyond our own 
frontiers. Bnt those who thus argue forget, I think, that in failing 
to uphold the liberties of others we run great risk of betraring the 
principie of liberty itself, and with it our own freedom and mdepen­
dence. We have bnilt np a society with values which are accepted 
not only in tbis country but over vast areas of the world. If we 
stand by and see these values set at nought the secnrity of all those 
things on which life itself depends seems, to my juclgment, to be 
undermined, and that is a fundamental matter on which I scarcely 
think that there will be any clifference of opinion. I have no cloubt 
that those with whom rest the issues of peace ancl war will measurc 
their responsibilities to present ancl future generations before 
precipitating a struggle in which many nations of Europe must 
immediatelv be involvecl, of which the cluration cannot be foreseen, 
ancl bv which even those wlw. stand asiele from active participation 
will be vital! y anel clangerously affected. Anel l \roulel earnestly hope 
that in face of all the certain consequences of a resort to force, 
anel before any step is taken which cannot be retraceel, reason may 
yet prevail. His Majesty's Goyernment have noteel with warm 
appreciation the appeal for peace maele by King Leopold after the 
meeting at Brussels yesterelay in the name of the heaels of the Oslo 
States. It will be evielent from what I have said that His Majesty's 
Government share the hopes to which that appeal gave such moving 
expression, and earnestly trust that effect may be given to it. 

My Lords, in this moment of anxiety I trust that the ground on 
which His Majesty's Government have determined to take their 
stand will meet with the approval of all parties in this House. I 
belien it will, and I do not doubt that the Government may rely on 
the support of the whole conntry in any measures necessary to elefend 
the cause of just elealing between the nations and to preserve socnro 
the place of l10nonrablc frced.om in tho wor1d. 

No. 66. 

Sú H. Kenwml to Viscount Halifax (received 8 P.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Warsaw, August 24, 1939. 
·M. BECK told me that he considered situation most grave. 

Attitude of Danzig authorities was becoming nwre provocativo, thougb 

de Relaciones Exteriores, 
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f , 11 b ·eakinn- off negotia-
1 1 l no int e11Lion for thc momont o accua y r , o 
te lat . . t ncl so forth. . 

tions regardmg customs mspec orsda . t ted Polish Ambassador m 
B k h s as reqneste ' ms ruc 1 2. 111. ec. a ' . . . . with S tate Secretary, and, un ess 

Berlín to se lmmedlate. m ter Vl;'eizsiiclmr nnsatisfactory' he 
he found att1tnde of Heu .von . ith a view to ascertainmg 
attempt to all :; tension. 
whether anythmg can b¡ t . 'ncidents 011 the frontier, and I 

3. M. Beck referre. o_ l. one which has caused great 
asked him more espeCially. whet orted in the press this morning 
inelignatío11 here.was lt hp t on 16th August was retnrned 
that boely of Pohsh frontler guar s 0 t'l t' M Becl· saiel that 

f h k' d grue¡;ome mu 1 a 1011. · 
in a state o s oc mg h ress and that Commissioner-General 
the facts as sDtated.mSt e afe without however, demanding any 
was protestmg to anzlg en ' 

repl,y. f . 1 see calm prevails, ancl M. Beck has assm:ecl 
4. As ar as can ' ·ven to revent any provocat1ve 

m o strict. 11ature. p Frontier is still coverecl 
action etther of m:htary ordany od there woulel seem from M. Beck's 
by ordinary s, which, nevertheless, I and my 
attituele no necesslty fo.r do nothing which woulel further 
French colleague have giVen lm o . 
aggravate pn•sent critical state of affarrs. 

No. G7. 

Sir II. Kennanl to Viscount H alifax. 
, A gnst 25 and. receiveel at (Despatched at 2 · 3<> A.M. on u 

30 A.l\r. on August 25.) 
. Warsaw, August 24, 1939. 

('felegraph1C.) * 
MY telegram of 24th Aug:ost. A Jl' • • • nf . 

1
s me that Polish 

The Minister for Forelgn. 
1

·tlomF
1
'eld-Uarshal Goring 

. B r b el an mtervtew Wl l . 
Ambassador m er m a . nost cordial and he tolel me the 
this afternoon. 'rhe. i11tervww was líe. of maintaining frie11elly 
l\Iarshal expressed lus anel admitted that 
relations with S ou in the matter. The Marshal 
he no longer hael m:fl.uence to 0 

. to make be ond what had struck 
hael, however, no which he rh_uested meto convey 
M. Beck as a Marshal stated that the question ?f 
to you most con en la j . . 1 small matters but the mam 
Danzig and so w.ere between the two countries 
obstacle to any dimmutl011 o e . . 

1 el' 11' ce with Great Bntam. . 
was Po an s a lan d lt el the President anel :Marshal Smlgly-

2. M .. Beck ha de th t 'f the German Government shoulel 
Rydz, and It hael been ecl e a I 

* No. 66. 
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put for_ward suggestion in any other IYay the am;wer would he 
categoncally m the negative. M. Beck feels that the German Govem­
ment may make every e:ffort to secure a free hand in Eastern Europe 
by such meth?ds and he feels that it should be clearly understood 
that Poland will not be drawn into any intrigue of this nature. 

. 3.. I asked M. Beck about the proposed interview between M. 
and the .state Secretary. M. Beck said that Herr von 

was m Berchtesgaden and would probably not return 
end of the week, bnt that M. Lipski had asked for an 

mtervtew and was awaiting reply. 

No. 68. 

Supplernentary Cornrnull'ication frorn thc Gcnnan Chanccllor lianded 
to His Majesty's Ambassador on Jhtgnst 25, 1939. 

THE following is a translation of the text of a verbal communication 
made to Sir Nevile Henderson by Herr Hitler at his int erview on the 
25th August :-

,' By way of introduction the Führer declared that the British 
had given expression at the close of the last conversa­

twn to the hope_ that, after all, an understanding between Germany 
and mtght yet be possible. He (the Führer) had therefore 
turned thmgs over in his mind once more and desired to make 
a move as regards England which should be as decisiva as the 
move as regards Russia which had led to the recent ao-reement 
Yesterday's sitt!ng in the House of Commons and the s;eeches of 
Mr. Chamberlam and Lord Halifax had also moved the Führer 
to talk once more to the British Ambassador. The assertion thal 

a:ffected to conquer the world was ridiculous. The British 
Emptre 40 million square kilometres, Hussia 19 million 
square ktlometres, America 9t million square kilometres, whereas 
Ge.rmany embraced less than 600,000 square kilometres. It is 

clear it is who desires to conquer the world. 
.. The Fuhrer makes the following communication to the 

Bnttsh Ambassador :-

" l. Poland's actual provocations have become intolerable. lt 
makes no di:fference who is responsible. If the Polish Government 
denies responsibility, that only goes to show that it no lono-er itself 
possesses any influence over its subordinate military authorities . 
In H:e P.rec.eding night there had been a further twenty-one new 
frontt er on German side the greatest discipline hao 
b.een mamtamed. AllmCidents had been provoked from the Polish 
stde. Furthermore, commercial aircraft had been shot at. If the 

Government stated that it was not responsible, it showed 
that 1t was no longer capable of controlling its own people. 
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"2. Germany was in all the circumstances determined _to 
abolish these Macedonian conditions on her eastern frontter 
and, what is more, to do so in the interests of quiet and order, bul 
also in the ínt erests of European peace. 

'' 3. The problem of Danzig and the Corridor be solved.--:­
'l'he British Prime 1\fínister had made a speech wh1Ch was :r:tot m 
the least calculated to induce any change in the German attitude. 
At the most, the result of this speech could be a bloody anrl 
incal culable war hrtween Germany a,nd England. Such a war 
would be hloodier than that of 1914 to 1918. In contrast to the 
last war, Germany would no longer_ ?ave to two fronts. 
Agreement with Russia and stgmfied a 
in foreign policy of the Re1Ch wh!Ch last a very lo.ng ttme. 
Russia and Germany would never agam take up a1:ms eaclt 
other. Apart from this, the agreements reached wtth Russta wo_uld 
also render Germany secure economically for the longest posstble 
period of war. 

'' The Führer had always wanted an Anglo-German under­
standing. War between England and Germany could at the best 
bring sorne profit to Germany but none at all to England. 

'' The Führer declared that the German-Polish problem must 
be solved and will be solved. He is, however, prepared and deter­
mined after the solution of this problem to approach England once 
more váth a large comprehensive o:ffer. He ís a man of great 
decisions, and in this case also he will be capable of being great in 
hís action. He accepts the British Empire and is ready to pledge 
himself personally for its continued existence and to place the 
power of the German Reich at its disposal if-

'' (1) 

'' (2) 

" (3) 

His colonial demands which are limited and can be 
negotiated by peaeeful methods are in thi;; 
case he is prepared to fix the longest bme hmit. 

His oblío-ations towards Italy are not touched ; in other 
words, l1e does not demand that England gives up her 
oblio-ations towards France and similarly for his own 
part he cannot withdraw from his obligations towardP 
Italy. . . . 

He also desires to stress the Irrevocable determmatwn of 
Germany never again to enter ínto conflict with 
The Führer is ready to conclude agrcements wtth 
England which, as has already been emphasised, would 
not only guarantee the existence of the Empire 
in all circmnstances as far as Germany 1s concerned, 
but also if necess·ary an assurance to the British Empire 
of German assistance regardless of where such assistance 
should be necessary. The Führer would then al so be 
ready to accopt a reasonable limitatíon of armaments 
whi¿h corresponda to the new política] situation, anil 
which is economically tolerable. Finally, the Fiihrer 
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bis assurances that he is not interested ÍP 
es ern problems and that a frontier modification 

does h r:ot en ter into consideration. Western 
·n· Ions _w lCh been constructed at a cost of 

rm lar s wele final RelCh frontier on the West. 

idea.s 11 

result. If It rejects these ideas there will be mlght 
would Great Britain . wa1 · n no case 

, , Th F .. h e m el ge stronger ; the last war proved this 
e u rer repeats that he i f . · 

decisions by which he himself . b sd a man o ad mfinitum 
offer. after sol u and. that is bis l_ast 
he would approarh the British Go . Gterl?ahn-I ohsh questwn 

• :t V el nmen w1t an offer." 

No. 69. 

COll/1 (1 1 liX (Teceived 7 P.lll.). Sir N. H c11de rson to v1•8 ¡ JI ¡·¡ 
(Telegraphic.) B z· A · er m t 25 193 

IN m y immediately precedin t l . * '. ugus ' 9. 
communication which Chancello .g 1 wve of a verbal 
absolutely calm and normal a;d ma e o this mornmg. He was 
apparent sincerity. Minister fo . F great earnestness and 
practically no part in the convel airs was present but took 

2 H 
. rsa wn. 

· - err Hitler began by sa · tl t 1 1 desired good relaf "th G y111g. :a le 1ad always and still 
pelled him to I·swlfinal reeffat ·tBtnta111' and his conscience com-

. or o secure thei It h · 1 
attempt. He suagested that I sh ld fl. . n. . was IS ast 
in put the case t'o His 1\tra· t , oGu Y to England myself in order 

• · :t Jes y s overnment. 
3. Conversatwn lasted an hour tf d . 

Pact in no way altered standpoint f e, be111g that Russian 
that I must tell him quite s and 
on her word to Poland and that n cou not go back 
considered unless it meant a . knew ):us offer would not be 
question. Herr Hitler refused of the Polish 
Polish provocation miaht at any mguaratntee dthis on grounds that 

· o omen ren er G . · t 
tlon to protect German nationals ine 7t bl 111 
returned to this point but always t t'hl a e. I agam and aga111 

4 I ld go e same answer 
· to Herr Hitler that I could n t d" . · 

prov?cation and incidents : that wrongs of 
to discuss with Herr von Ribbentro d 1 e o ts mbassador 
do so. Herr Hitler's re l p an suggested that he should 
1\farshal Goring, but had had _seen Field-

5. I told Herr Hitler that we e o propase anyth111g new. 
fate, hnt I made the entirely not a?andon Poland to )let' suggesbon that M. Beck and 

* C'onveying the substance of No. 
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Herr von Ribbentrop should meet somewhere and discuss the way 
out which alone might save Europe from war. Herr Hitler' s reply 
was that he had invited M. Beck to come and talk the matter over 
last March only to have bis invitation fl.atly refused. Only interven­
tion by Herr von Ribbentrop in the discussion was to confirm this and 
to say that 1\1. Lipski, who had had to convey this message, was 
obliged to put it in other words to soften the abruptness of it. 

6. When 1 kept saying that His Majesty's Government could 
not in my opinion consider bis offer unless it meant at the same time 
a peaceful settlement with Poland. Herr Hitler said : '' If you think 
it useless then do not send my offer at all." He admitted the good 
intentions of 1\I. Beck and 1\I. Lipski, but said they had no control 
over what was happening in Poland. Only signs of excitement on 
Herr Hitler's part were ,,-hen he referred to Polish persecutions. He 
mentioned that Herr von Bibbentrop on his return to Germany from 
Russia had had to fl.y from Konigsberg over the sea to avoid being 
shot at by the Poles, who fired at every German aeroplane that fl.ew 
over normal ro u tes across Polish territory. He also said that there 
had been another case of castration. 

7. Among various points mentioned by Herr Hitler were : that the 
only winner of another European "·ar would be Japan; that he was 
by nature an artist not a politician, and that once the Polish question 
was settled he would end bis life as an artist and not as a war­
monger; he did not want to turn Gennany into nothing but a military 
barracks and he would only do so if forced to do so; that once the 
Polish question was settled he himself would settle down; that he 
had no interest in making Britain break '):ler word to Poland; that 
he had no wish to be small-minded in any settlement with Poland 
and tbat all be required for an agreement witb ber was a gesture from 
Britain to indicate that sbe would not be unreasonable . 

8. After 1 had left, Herr von Ribbentrop sent Dr. Scbmidt to the 
Rmbassy with text of verbal statement and also a message from bim 
to the effect that Herr Hitler had always and still wished for an 
agreement with Britai11 and beggiug me to nrgo His Majesty's 
GovNnment to tah thc o:ff(•r yery serionsly. 

No. 70. 

Viscount Halifax to SiT H. Kennard (Warsaw). 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Ofjice, Augttst 25, 1939, 11 P.l\1. 

PLEASE sound Polish Government on proposal for corps of neutral 
observers which, if accepted, would, of course, only come into opera­
tion if and when it was found possible to start any negotiations. 
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Viscount Halifax to Sir H. I<cnnard (Warsaw). 

t'l'elegraphic .) Forcign Ojfice, August 1!)3!), ¡¡ P.M. 

IT is clear that Herr Hitler is laying chief emphasis on ill-treat­
ment of German minority, and may use this at any moment as an 
excuse for taking sorne irrevocable action. 

2. Is it not possible for Polish Govermnent tD adopt suggestion 
that they should approa<lh German Government with enquiry as to 
whether they would contemplate making exchange of populations an 
element to be considered in any negotiation? It is true this would 
afford no imm ediate safeguard as it is a remedy that would take sorne 
time to apply, but it wonld be a pledge that Polish Government 
recognise the difficulty and are genuinely seeking means to overcome 
it, and it would give Polish Government sorne definite and new point 
on which to open up negotiation. 

3. If a<ltion is to be taken by lho Polish Gowrument in this sense 
it ought to be done immediately. 

No. 72. 

Sú· H. Iúnnard to l ·iscounl Halijax (reccivecl 5 ·5 l'.iiL) 

('l'elegraphic.) TVarsaw, August 27, 1939. 
YouR telegrams of 25th and 26th August. * 
I discussed questions of exchange of popu lalio11s aJJd neutral 

observen; with l\f. Beck this morning. 
2. As regards first, he said that in principle lte saw no objection 

aud was prepared to convey to German Oovemment that he was 
ready to consider such a proposal, possibly not directly to State 
Secretary, but in such a manner that he was sure it would reach the 
highest authorities. 

3. As regards question of neutral observers, he had again con­
sulted President of the Oouncil, but he would let me know bis decision 
in the course of the da y. 

4. As he told me that the Pope had during the night, through the 
Nuncio, asked if there was anything he could do, I suggested tD 
M. Beck that he should inform IIis Holiness that he was prepared 
to consider an exchange of populations and also use of neutral 
observers in order to demonstrate that German accusations of mal­
treatment were completely without foundation. 'l'he Pope could then 
commnnicate these proposals to the German Government with 
approva l of Polish Government. M. Beck seemed to consider this 
favourably and promised he would give it his immecliate considera· 
tion. I warned him that there was no time to lose. 

* Nos. íO and il. 
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5. As rega.rcls Danzig, 1\J. Beck did not . from ?is 
information anticípate fait accompl ·i there to-day or m very JmmedJate 
íuture. For the moment all was quiet there. as far as he Ir:r;.ew ... 

6. I again emphasised to his Excellency 1mportance of ?ls 
sufficient warning to His Majesty's of any act10n whwh 
Polish Government or army contemplated as. result of 
fait accompli at Danzi g. His pr?m1sed t:<> do thu;, 
though he made reservation that situahon m1ght anse where 
immediate action wonld be necessary. 

.No. 73. 

l'isco11nl Halifax to Sir H. Kennc!Td (Warsaw). 

('L'elegraphic.) Fm·eign Ofjice, Avyust 28, 1939,. 2. P.lll: 

OuR proposed reply to Herr. Hitler" draws a clear 
between the method of reachmg agreement on . German-Pohsh 
differences and the nature of the solution .to be at: As. to 
the method we wish to express our clear v1ew that d1rect d1scusswn 
on equal terms between the parties is the proper 

2. Polish Government enjoy protection of Anglo-P.ohsh .Treaty. 
3. Bis Majesty's Government have already made It plam and are 

repeating in their reply to Herr Hitler to-day that settleme_nt 
of German-Polish di:fferences must safeguard Poland s essenttal 
interests and must be secured by international guaran.tee., 

4. W e ha ve, of course, seen reports of s reply to 
M. Daladier, but we should not consider by Govern­
ment of their readiness to hold direct discussw;ns as m any way 
implying acceptance of Herr .demands: as made 
plain above, ha ve to be exammed m l.1ght pnnCiples v. e !lave stated. 
· r:: As Polish Government appear m then· reply to Pres1dent Roose­
velt0to accept idea of direct negotiations, His 
earnestly hope that in the light of the set forth m 
foreaoin'a paragraphs Polish Government wlll anthonse them to 

German Government that Poland is ready to enter at once 
into direct discussion with Germany. 

6. Please endeavonr to see M. Beek at once and telephmw 
reply. 

* No. í·t 
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Reply of His Majesty's Governrnent dated August 28, 1939, to the 
German Chancellor's Cornrnunications of August 23 and 25, 1939.* 

I-IIs Majesty's Government have received the message conveyed 
therr: from the German Chancellor by His Majesty's Ambassadox 

m Berhn, and have considered it with the care which it demands. 
They note the Chancellor's expression of his desire to make 

the basis of the relations between Germany and the British 
and they fully share this desire. They believe with him that 

1f a complete and lasting understanding between the two countries 
<:onld be established it would bring untold blessings to both peoples. 

2.. The message deals with two groups of 
questwns: those wh1Ch are the matters now in dispute between 
Germany and Poland and those. affecting the ultimate relations of 
Germany and Great Britain. In connexion with these last, His 
Majesty's Government observe that th e German Chancellor has 
indicat ed certain proposals which , subject to one condition, he would 
be to make to the British Government for a general under­
standmg. These proposals are, of course , stated in very general 
form and would require closer definition, but His Majesty's Govern­
ment. are prepared to take them, with some additions, as subjects 
for d1scusswn and they would be ready, if the differences between 

and Poland are peacefully composed, to proceed so soon 
as practicable to such discussion with a sincere desire to reach 
agr eement. 

3. The condition which the German Chancellor lays down is that 
there must first be a settlement of the differences between Germanv 
and As to that, His Majesty's Governm ent entirely agre;. 
Everythmg , however, turns upon the nature of the settlement and 
the method by which it is to be reached. On these points thtl 
importance of wbich cannot be absent from tbe Chancellor's 
his is silent, and His Government feel compelled 
to pomt out that an understandmg upon both of these is essential 
to achieving further progress. The German Government will bf' 
aware that His Majesty 's Government have obliaations to Poland bv 
which they are bound and which they intend to honour. 'l.'hey could 
not, for any advantage offered to Great Britain, acquiesce in a settle­
ment which put in jeopardy the independence of a State to whom 
th ey have givcn their guarant ee. 

4. In the opinion of His Majesty's Government a reasonable 
solution of the differences between G€rmany and Poland could and 
should be effected by agreement between the two countries on lines 
which would include the safeguarding of Poland's essential interests 
and they recall that in his speech of the 28th April last the 
Chancellor recognis ed the importance of these interests to Poland. . 

* Nos . 60 and 68. 

Exteriores. 
y Culto 
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But, as was stated by the Prime Minister in his letter to the 
German Chancellor of the 22nd August, His Majesty's Government 
consider it essential for the success of the discussions which would 
precede . the agreement that it should be understood beforehand 
any settlement arrived at would be b:y: other Powers. 
Majesty' s Government would be ready 1f des1red to make then 
contribution to the effective operation of such a guarantee. 

In the view of His Majesty's Government it follows that the next 
step should be the initiation of direct discussions between the 
and Polish Governments on a basis w}:üch would include the prmCiples 
stated abo ve, namely, the safeguarding of Poland ' s essential interests 
and the secnring of the settlement by an international guarantee. . 

They have already received a definite assurance from the Pohsh 
Government that they are prepared to enter into discussions on this 
basis, and His Majesty's Government hope the German Government 
would for their part also be willing to agree to this course. 

If, as His Majesty's Government hope, such discussion led to 
aareement the way would be open to the negotiation of that wider 

more complete understanding between Great Britain and 
Germany which both countries desire. 

5. His Majesty's Government agree with the German Chancellor 
that one of the principal dangers in the German-Polish situation 
arises from the reports concerning the treatment of minorities. The 
present state of tension, with its concomitant frontier incidents, 
reports of maltreatment and inflammatory propaganda, is a constant 
danger to peace. It is manifestly a matter of the utmost 
that all incidents of the kind should be promptly and ng1dly 
suppressed and that unverified reports should not be allowed to 
circulate, in order that time may be afforded, without provocation on 
either side, for a full examination of the possibilities of settlement. 
His Majesty's Government are con:fident that both tbe Governments 
concerned are fully alive to these considerations. 

6. His Majesty's Government have said enough to make their 
own attitude plain in the particular matters at issue between Germany 
and Poland. They trust that the German Chancellor will not think 
that, because His Majesty's Government are scrupulous concerning 
their obligations to Poland, they are not anxious to use all their 
influence to assist the achievement of a solution which may commend 
itself both to Germany and to Poland. 

That such a settlement should be achieved seems to His Majesty's 
Government essential, not only for reasons directly arising in regard 
to the settlement itself, but also because of t)le wider considerations 
of which the German Chancellor has spoken with such conviction. 

7. It is unnecessary in the present reply to stress the advantage 
of a peaceful settlement over a decision to settle the questions at 
issue by force of arms. The results of a decision to use force have 
been clearly set out in the Prime Minister's letter to the Chancellor 
of the 22nd August, and His Majesty's Government do not doubt 
that they are as fully recognised by the Chancellor as by themselves. 
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Sir N. HendeTso:; to Viscount Halifax (received 
2·3u A.M. August 29). 

('l'elegraphic.) B r A 
I SA w the Ohancellor at 10. 30 this d1939. t 

come at 10 P 111 but I s t d th . as e me o 
ready before later heo: wok .at I not have the translation 
Dr. Schmidt. Interview en vond Ribbentrop was present, also 

2 H H" 
1 

oz:e an a quarter hours. 
he e; the German translation. When 
from notes I a d to make. certaiz: observations 
Minister and His M · t S 111 the conversatwns w1th the Prime 
In the first place I s ecretary of for Foreign Affairs. 
absurd .that Britain should tes:¡ 111 h England regarded it as 
to consider the crushing of G PP y t e German Government 
it to be no less astonishin as settled policy. W e held 

for that we woulJ not ddoubt 
or VItal111terests were menaced. 1 er 111 epen ence 

3. Our word was our word and h d 
break it. In the old da s Ger ' ' we a never and would never 
I quoted a passage from s word .had the sa?le value, and 
about Marshal Blücher's Herr Hitler had. read) 
the su_pport of Wellington at Waterloo: to 
have given my word to my brother W Ir t ' my children: I 
me to break it." e mg on, and you cannot w1sh 

4. Herr Hitler at once interve d t l different 125 . . ne 0 0 )Serve that things were 
yems ago. I sa1d not so far as E 1 d 

He wanted, I ·said, Britain's friends . . . ng an was concerned. 
on our friendship if we beaan it b f1

)· would he place 
so me peo 1 · aht 5 • • Y JS oya Y to a fnend? Whatever 
standina dBntish people sincerely desired an under-

(H 
o • , n no one more so than the Prime M. . t 

err von Rrbbentrop remarked th t M. Oh b . mrs er a r. am er1a111 had once said 
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to him that it was his dearest wish). To-day the whole British public 
was behind the Prime Minister. The recent vote in the House of 
Commons '"as an unmistakable proof of that fact. The Prime 
Minister could carry through his policy of an understanding if, but 
only if, Herr Hitler wero prepared to co-operate. 'l'here was absolutely 
no truth in the idea sometimes held in Germany that the British 
Cabinet was disunited or that the country was not unanimous. It was 
now or never, and it rested with Herr Hitler. If he was prepared 
to sacrifice that understanding in order to make war or immoderate 
demands on Poland, the responsibility was his. We offered friend­
ship but only on the basis of a peaceful and freely negotiated 
solution of the Polish question. 

5. Herr Hitler replied that he would be willing to negotiate, if 
there was a Polish Government which was prepared to be reasonable 
and which really controlled the country. He expatiated on misdoings 
of the Poles, refened to his generous offer of March last, said that it 
could not be repeated and asserted that nothing else than the return 
of Danzig and the whole of the Oorridor would satisfy him, together 
with a rectification in Silesia, where 90 per cent. of the population 
had voted for Germany at the post-war plebiscite but where, as a 
result of Haller-Korfanti coup, what the Plebiscite Commission had 
allotted had nevertheless been grabbed by Poland. 

6. I told Herr Hitler that he must choose between Engl ·and and 
Poland. If he put fonvard immoderate demands there was no hope 
of a peaceful solution. Oorridor was inhabited .almost entirely by 
Poles. Herr Hitler interrupted me here by observing that this was 
only true because a million Germans had been driven out of that 
district since the war. I again said the choice la y with him. He 
had offered a Oorridor over the Corridor in March, and I must 
honestly tell him that anything more than that, if that, would have no 
hope of acceptance. I begged him very earnestly to reflect before 
raising his price. He said his original offer had been contemptuously 
refused and he would not make it again. I observed tbat it had been 
made in the forro of a dictate and therein lay the whole difference. 

7. Herr Hitler continued to argue that Poland could never be 
reasonable: she had England and France bebind her, and imagined 
that even if she were beaten she would later recover, thanks to 
their help, more than she might lose. He spoke of annihilating 
Poland. I said that reminded me of similar 'talk last ye·ar of 
annihilation of the Ozechs. He retorted that we were incapable of 
inducing Poland to be reasonable. I said that it was just because we 
remembered the experience of Czecho-Slov.akia last year tha;t we 
hesitated to press Poland too far to-day. Nevertheless, we reserved 
to ourselves the right to form our own judgment as to what was or 
what was not reasonable so far as Poland or Germany were concerned. 
W e kept our hands free in that respect. 

8. Generally speaking, Herr Hitler kept harping on Poland, and 
I kept on just as consistently telling Herr Hitler that he had to 
choose between friendship with England wbich we offered him and 
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excessive demands on Poland which would put an· end to all hope of 
British friendship. If we were to come to ,an understanding it would 
entai l sacrifices on our part. If he was not prepared to make sacrifices 
on his part there was nothing to be done. Herr Hitler said that he 
had to satisfy the demands of his people, his army was ready and 
eager for battle, his people were united behind him, and he could not 
tolerate further ill-treatment of Germans in Poland, &c. 

9. It is unnecessary to recall the details of a long and earnest 
conversation in the course of which the only occasion in which 
Herr Hitler became at all excited was when I observed it was 
not a question of Danzig and the Corridor, but one of our determina­
tion to resist force by force. This evoked a tirade about the 
Rhineland, Austria and Sudeten and peaceful reacquisition by 
Germany. He also resented my references to 15th March. 

10. In the end I asked him two straight questions. Was he 
willing to negotiate direct with the Poles and was he ready to discuss 
the question of an exchange of populations? He replied in the 
affirmative as regards the latter (though I have no doubt that he was 
thinking at the same time of a rectification of frontiers). As regards 
the fust, he said he could not give me an answer until after he had 
given reply of His Majesty's Government the careful consideration 
which such a document deserved. In this connexion he turned to 
Herr von Ribbentrop and said: "We must summon Field-Marshal 
Goring to discuss it with him.'' 

11. I finally repooted to him very solemnly the main note of the 
whole conversation so far as I was concerned, namely, that it lay 
with him as to whether he preferrecl a unilateral solution which would 
mean war as regards Poland, or British friendship. If he were 
prepared to pay the price of the latter by a generous gesture as 
regards Poland, he could at a stroke change in bis favour the whole 
of public opinion not only in England but in the world. I left no 
doubt in his mind as to what the would be, nor did he 
dispute the point. 

12. At the end Herr von Ribbentrop asked me whether I could 
guarantee that the Prime Minister could carry the country with him 
in a policy of friendship with Germany. I said there was no possible 
doubt whatever that he could and would, provided Germany 
co-opemted with him. Herr Hitler asked whether England would be 
willing to accept an ·alliance with Germany. I saicl, speaking 
personally, I did not exclude such a possibility provided the develop­
ments of events justified it. 

13. Conversation was conducted in quite a friendly atmosphere, 
in spite of absolute firmness on both sides. Herr Hitler's general 
attitude was that he could give me no real reply until he had carefully 
studied the ·answer of His Majesty's Government. He said that he 
would give me a written reply to-morrow, Tuesday. I told him that 
I would await it, but was quite prepared to wait. Herr Hitler's 
answer was that there no time to wait. 
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14.. 1 did uot, reí(•r Lo Lho c1uest io11 o[ a l·l'lll'C. I sl1all raise that 
point to-morrow if bis answer affords ·any real w·o.und for hope 
he is prepared to abandon war for the sake of Bnt1sh understandmg. 

No. 76. 

SiT N. Hend erson to l'iscottnt Halifax (received 4·55 P.M.). 

(Telegraphic.) Berlin, 4ugust 29, 1939. 
FoLLOWING are additional points in amplificat10n of my telegram 

of 28th A ugust 'f- :- . 
Herr Hitler insistecl that he was not bluffing, ancl that people 

woulcl mal;c a grPat mistake if Lhey believed that he was. I rephed 
that I was fully üware of tbe fact ancl that. we were not bluffing 
either. 1 fcn Hitler Rtated that be fully realisecl that th.at. was .the 
case. In answer to a suggestion by him that Great m1ght 
offer something at once in the way colonies as .ev1clence ?f 
good intentions, I retort ocl that concesswns were easwr of reahsatwn 
in a aood rather than a bad atmosph€re. 

t'l 

* No. 75. 

No. 77. 

8prc ch l1!} thc Prime Minister in the I-Ionsc of Commons on 
August 29, 1939. 

Thc Prime Minist er (Mr. Chamberlain): Since the met or: 
Thursday last tbere has been lit.tle cbange in the mam features of 
tbe situation. The catastrophe, as I said is not yet on us, 
but I cannot say that the danger of it has yet m any way 
In tbese circumstances it might perhaps have seemed that It 
unnecessary to ask the House to meet again before the .date 
had heen fixed, but in times like these we have felt. that 1t ';as ngbt 
that the House should be kept as far as possible contmnously 
of all the developments in the situation as they took place. That .w11l 
continue to be the prineiple which will guide us in further meetmgs 
of this House. . . 

There is one thing that I would like to say at th1s moment wlth 
regarcl to the press. I tbink it is once 
tlle press to exercise the utmost at a time when It 1s qmte 
possible for a few thonghtless words m a paper, perhaps .not of 
particular importance, to wreck the whole of t?e efforts are 
being made by the Government to obtain a sat1sfactor;v solutw?-. . I 
have heard that an account purporting to be a verbatJm de.scnptwn 
of the communication of the Britisb Government to Herr H1tler was 
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telegraphed to another conntry last night or this morning. Such 
an account could only he an invention from beginning to end. It is, 
I think, very unfortunate that jonrnalists in the exercise of their 
profession should take such responsibilities upon themselves, 
responsibilities which affect not only themselves, but the inhabitants, 
perhaps, of all the countries in the world. 

I hope that it will not he nccessary this afternoon to have any 
long Debate. I will attempt to give the House an account of tht> 
events of the last few davs. bnt, of course, there has been no 
change in the policy of the ·Govemment, and, therefore, there woulo 
not appear to be any necessity for any lengthy discussion. On the 
da y after the House adjourned-on Friday, that is-we received 
information in the course of the morning that the German Chancellor 
had asked the British Ambassador in Berlín to call upon him at 
half-past one that day, and in the course of the afternoon we wero 
told by telephone that, Sir Nevile Henderson had had an interview 
lasting about an hour and a half with Herr Hitler, that he was 
sending us an account of that interview, and that Herr Hitler had 
suggested to him that it would be a good thing if he were to fiy over 
to this country the next morning in order to give usa verbal and more 
extended account of the conversation. We received the record of the 
interview from our Ambassador on that evening, on Friday evening, 
but it was not completely deciphered until after midnight, and I did 
not myself see the whole of it until the next morning, Satnrday 
morning. On Satnrday Sir Nevile Henderson arrived by plane from 
Berlín shortly before lunch, and we understood from him that in 
Berlín it was not considered to be necessary that he should go back 
the same da y, as the German Government were very anxious that we 
should give careful study to the communication he had to make to 
us. Accordingly, we devoted the whole of Saturday and the Sunday 
morning to a very carefnl, exhaustiva and thorough consideration of 
the document which was brought to us b)' the British Ambassador and 
of the reply that we proposed to send back, and our final answer was 
taken by the Ambassador yesterday afternoon, when he fiew back to 
Berlín and delivered it to the Chancellor last night. 

I should b€ glad if I could disclose to the House the fullest in­
formation as to the contents of the communications exchanged with 
Herr Hitler, but hon. members will nnderstand that in a situation of 
such extreme delicacy. anrl when issues so grave hang precariously 
in the balance, it is not in the public interest to publish these con­
fidential communications or to comment on them in detail at this 
stage. I am, however, able to indicate in quite general terms sorne of 
the main points with which thev deal. Hen Hitler was conoorned 
to impress upon IIis Majesty's Government bis wish for an Anglo­
German understanding of a complete and lasting character. On the 
other hand, he left His Majesty's Government in no doubt of his 
views as to the urgency of settling the German-Polish question. His 
Majesty's Government have also frequently expressed their desire 
to see the realisation of such an Anglo-German understanding, and 

ores, 
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as soon as circumstances permit they would naturally weloome an 
opportunity of discussing with Germany severa! issues a settle­
ment of which would have to find a place m any permanent agree­
ment. But everything turns upon the manner in which the immedi­
ate di:fferences between Germany and Poland can be handled and the 
nature of the proposals which might be made for any settle_ment. We 
have made it plain tbat our obligations to Poland, cast mto f01:mal 
shape by the agreement which was on 25th August, on Fnday 
last, will be carried out. The House Wlll remember that the Gove:n­
ment have said more than once, publicly, that the German-Pohsh 
differenoos should be capable of solution by peaooful means. 

Meanwhile, the first prerequisite, if there is to be a?y general and 
useful discussion, is that the tension created by front1er clashes and 
by reports of incidents on both sides of th_e border should be 
climinished. His Majesty's Government accordmgly hope that botb 
Governments will use their best endeavours to prevent the occurrence 
of such incidents the circulation of exaggerated reports, and all othAr 
activities that in dangerous infiammation of opinion. IIiR 
Majesty's Government would hope that if an equitable 
of Polish-German differences could be reached by free negotlatwn, 
this might in turn lead on to a wider agreement which would 
to the lasting benefit of Europe and of the world at large. At th1s 
rooment the position is that we are waiting for the reply of Herr 
Hitler to our communication. On the nature of that reply depends 
whether further time can be given for the exploration of the situation 
and for the operation of the many forces which are for 
peace. A waiting period of that kind is often very trymg, ?ut 
nothing, I think, ca_n be more remarkable __ than the calm wh1eh 
characterises the att1tude of the whole Bnt1sh people. It seems 
to me that there are two explanations of that attitude. The first j¡; 
that none of us has any doubt of where our duty lies. There is no 
di:fference of opinion among us ; there is no weakening of our deter­
mination. The second explanation is our oonfidence that we are 
ready for any eventuality. . 

The IIouse might like to hear one or . two partlCulars of the 
preparations which ha ve been made. Obvwusly, there are many 
things which I cannot very well say here because they oould not 
be confined to those whom I see before me. My statement 
therefore, be in very general terms. Sorne. of th_e 
we had to take such as those in connexwn w1th reqmsltwnmg, 
necessarily must' cause sorne degree of inconvenience to the public. I 
am oonfident that the people of the country general! y reoognise that the 
nation's needs must now be paramount and that they will submit 
willingly, and even cheerfully, to any inoonvenience or ha!dships 
that may be involved. At any rate, we ha':"e not had _to begm here 
by issuing rationing cards . To deal first _w1_th the active of 
the country, the air defence of Great been placed m a 
state of instant readiness. The ground ant1-au-craft defences have 
been deployed and they are manned b;y territorial anti-aircraft units. 
The regular squadrons of the Royal A1r Force have been brought up 
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to war strengtlJ l.y the addition of the necessary reservista includina 
a J?Ortion of the Volunteer Reserve. The fighter and 
naiSsance of the Auxiliary Air Force have been called up 
and are standmg ready and the balloon barrage is in position. The 

Corps at their posts, and, indeed, the whole warning 
systern 1s ready rught and day to be brought into instant operation . 
The coast defences are reauy and are manned by the coast defence 
units of the 'rerritorial Army. Arrangements ha ve also been made 
for the by the N_ Defence companies, by the Mili tia 

by of the Terntonal Army of a very large number of 
Hnportant pomts whose safety is essential for the national war effort. 

Asto the Navy, the House will remember that in July last it was 
announced. that the Reserve Flee.t would .be called up at the beginning 
of August m order to take part m combmed Fleet and Air exercises. 
For purpose a number of reservista were called up under the 
prov1s10ns of the Reserves and Auxiliary Forces Act. As a result, 
th.e .Navy was in an advanced state of preparedness when the present 
cns1R arose, the whole of our fighting Fleet is now ready at a 

notwe to take up the dispositions which would be necessary 
m war. A number of other measures have been taken durina the 
past to increase th.e state of our naval preparedness. I 

5
need 

not. go mto all t?e delails, but the naval officers in charge of the 
C?mmermal ports have been appointed and have taken up 

thmr dutles, and the naval ports and bases have been put into an 
advanced. state of preparedness. As hon. members will be aware, 
the Adnuralty has also assumed control of merchant shipping, acting 
un?er conferred by the Emergency Powers Act, and 

mstructwns have been issued to merchant shippincr 
on varwus routes. A considerable number oí movements have 
carried out of units of the armed land forces both at borne and over­
seas.. These movements are part of prearranged plana to provide 
that m ensure a greater state of readiness a number of units 
should, 1f poss,I.bl.o, move to war befare the outbreak 
of war .. The CIVJ!. Defence repo.nal orgamsatwn has been placed on 
war foot.mg. Regwnal commisswners and their staffs are at their 
war statwns. 

The main responsibility for the organisation of Civil Defence 
measures generally rests with the local authorities. Instructions 
have been sent the local authorities to complete all the preparatory 
steps so tha.t actwn can be taken at the shortest notice. Plans for 
the evacuaban of school. children, mothers with young children, 

mothers. and blmd persona from certain congested areas­
plans whwh have mvolved an immense amount of detailed thinkina­
are ready. Those who ha ve to carry out those plans ha ve 

for duty, school teachers in evacuation areas ha ve be en kept 
m easy reach of school assembly points since Saturday, and a 
rehe.arsal of the arrangoments for evacuating school children was 
carned out yesterday. Nearly a week ago local authorities were 
warned to make arrangements for the extinction of public lighting 
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and to prepare the necessary aids to movement when the lighting 
has been extinguished. Arrangements J:¡ave been f?r 
calling up at very short notice of the of the Air-Ra1d 
Precautions Service, and duty officers are avallable throughout the 
twenty-four hours at key posta. The last item I mention is the 
necessary preliminary steps have been taken to prepare hosp1tals for 
the reception of casualties. 

I have given a number of instances of steps which have b.een 
taken over and above the measures which have already been put mto 
operation. A complete and continuous surveY: is being carried out 
over the whole range of our defence preparatwns, and preparatory 
measures are being taken in order to ensure that further precan­
tionary measures, if and when they should be. found necessary, .can 
be given effect to as rapidly as possible. The mstances I have g1ven 
to the House are merely illustrations of the general state . of 
readiness, of which the House and the country are aware. I thmk 
that they justify and partly account for the absence of 
or, indeed, of any violent emotion; Bnt1sh are sa1d 
sometimes to be slow to make up thmr mmds, but, havmg 
up, they do not readily let go. The ?f peace or war 1s sttll 
undecided, and we still will hope, and sttll w1ll work, for 
we will abate no jot of our resolution to hold fast to the lme whwh 
we have laid down for ourselves. 

No. 78. 

Reply of the German Chancellor to the Communi?ation of August 28, 
1939, from Ilis Majesty's Governme'!"t.* 1'h.ts reply was 
to Sir N. Hendcrson by Herr Httler dunng the et:emng of 
August 29, 1939. 

('l'ranslation.) . . .. 
THE British Ambassador in Berlm has submitted to the Bntlsh 

Government suggestions wpich I felt bound to make in order-
(1) to give expression once more to tpe will of the Govern ·· 

ment for sincere Anglo-German understandmg, co-opera­
tion and friendship; 

(2) to leave no room for doubt as to ·fact that such an under­
standing could not be bought at the price of a renunciation 
of vital German interests, let alone the abandonment of 
demanda which are based as much upon common human 
justice as upon the national dignity and honour of our 
people. 

The German Government have noted with satisfaction from the 
rcply of the British Government and from oral explanations 
given by the British Ambassador. that the Bnt1sh for 
their part are aleo prepared to 1mprove the relatwnsh1p betweeD 

* No. 74. 
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Germany and England and to develop and extend it in the sense 
of the German suggestion. 

. In this connexion, the British Government are similarly con­
vmced that the removal of the Genr.an-Polish teneion, which has 
become unbearable, is the pre-requisite for the realisation of this 
hope. 

Since the autumn of the past year, and on the last occasion in 
March, 1939, there were submitted to the Polish Government 
pr?posals, oral and written, which, having regard to the friend­
shrp then between Poland, o:ffered the possibility 

a of the questwns m drspute acceptable to both parties. 
1he Bnt1sh Government are aware that the Polish Government saw 
fit, in last, finally to reject these proposals. At 
the o used this rejection as a pretext or an 
occaswn for takmg mllltary measures which have since been con­

Already in the middle of last month Poland 
was m effect m a state of. mobilisation. This was accompanied by 

m the. !ree City of Danzig due to the 
mstrgatwn the authontres; threatening demanda in the 

of ultJ?lata, varymg only in degree, were addre,ssed to that 
Crty. A closmg of the frontiers, at first in the form of a measure 
of customs policy but later i-? a military sense a:ffecting 

and rmposed with the object of 
brmgmg about the pohtrcal exhaustwn and economic destruction of 
this German community. 

To this were added actions of maltreatment which cry 
to and. other kmds of persecution of the large German 
natwnal woup m Poland which extended even to the killing of 
many Germa?s or to their forcible removal under the most 
cruel condrtwns. Thrs state of affairs is unbearable for a Great 
Power. It has now forcedo Germany, after remaining a passive 

for mont?.s, o m her turn t? take the necessary steps 
for the safeguardmg of JUStrfied German mterests. And indeed the 
German Government can but assure the British Government in the 

solemn manner that a condition of a:ffairs has now been reached 
whiCh can no longer be accepted or observed with indi:fference. 

Theo of the German Government are in conformity with 
the revrswn of the in regard to this territory which 
has always recogmsed as bemg necessary : viz., return of Danzig 
and the Corndor to Germany, the safeguardina of the existence of 
the German national group in the territories to Poland. 

The German Government note with satisfaction that the British 
Government also are in principie convinced that sorne solution must 
be found for the new situation which has al'isen. 

They further feel justifi.ed in a.ssuming that the British Govern­
ment too no that it is a question now of conditions, 
for ehmmatwn of whlCh there no remain days, still Iess 
weeks, but perhaps only hours. For m the disorganised state of 

1S7 

a:ffairs obtaining in Poland, the possibility of incident os intervening, 
which it might be impossible for Germany to tolerate, must at any 
moment be reckoned with. • 

o While the British Government may still believe that these grave 
di:fferences can be resolved by way of direct negotiations, the German 
Government unfortunately can no longer share this view as a matter 
of course. For they have made the attempt to embark on such 
peaceful negotiatior¡s, but, instead of receiving any support froi? the 
Polish Government, they were rebuffed by the sudden introductwn of 
measures of a military character in favour of the development alluded 
to above. 

The British Government attach importance to two considerations : 
(1) that the existing danger. of an should be 
elirninated as quickly as possrble by drrect oand. (2) that 
the existence of the Polish State, in the forro m whrch rt would 
then continue to o exist, should be adequately safeguarded in 
economic and political sphere by means of international guarantees: 

On this subject the German Government makes the followmg 
declaration :-

Though sceptical as to the prospects of a successful outcome, they 
are nevertheless prepared to accept the English propo.sal and to 
enter into direct discussions. 'l'hey do so, as has already been 
emphasised, solely as the result of the made upon them 
by the written statement received from the Bntrsh Government that 
they too desire a pact of friendship in accordance with the general 
lines indicated to the British Ambassador. 

The German Government desire in this way to give the British 
Government and the British nation a proof of the sincerity of 
Germany's intentions to enter into a lasting friendship with Great 
Britain. 

The Government of the Reich felt, however, bound to point out 
to the British Government that in the event of a territorial 
rearrangement in Poland they be able to them­
Relves to give guamntees or to parttmpate m guarantees wrthout the 
U.S.S.R. being associated therewith. 

For the rest, in making these proposals the German Government 
have never had any intention of touching Poland's vital interests or 
questioning the existence of an independent Polish State. The 
German Government, accordingly, in these circumstances agree to 
accept the British Government's o:ffer of their good offi.ces in securing 
the despatch to Berlin of a Polish Emissary with full powers. They 
count on the arrival of this Emissary on Wednesday, the 80th August, 
1939. 

The German Government will immediately draw up proposals for 
a solution acceptable to them,selves and will, if possible, these at 
the disposal of the British Government before the arrrval of the 
Polish negotiator. 
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No. 79. 

Archivo 
Histórico 

Sir N. H enderson to Viscount Halifax (rec eiv ed 9·15 P.M.) . 

(Telegraphic.) Berli11, August 29, 1939. 
I!ERR HITLER handed me German reply at 7 ·15 this evening. 

Translation of full text will follow as soon as possible. 
2. In reply to two British proposals, namely, for direct German­

Polish negotiations and international guarantee of any settlement, 
German Government declares:-

(1) That, in spite of its scepticism as to the prospect of their 
success, it accepts direct negotiation solely out of desire to 
ensure lasting friendship with Britain, and 

(2) In the case of any modifications of territory German Govern­
ment cannot undertake or participate in any guarantees 
without consulting the V. S. S.R. 

3. Note observes that German proposals h:we never had for their 
object any diminution of Poli.sh vital interests, and declares that 
German Government accepts mediation of Great Britain with a view 
to visit to Berlin of some Polish plenipotentiary. German Govern­
ment, note adds, counts on arrival of such plenipotentiary to-morrow, 
W ednesday, 30th August. 

4. I remarked that this phrase sounded like an ultimatum, but 
after some heated remarks both Hen Hitler and Herr von Ribbentrop 
assured me that it was only intended to stress mgency of the moment 
when the two fully mobilised armies were standing face to face. 

5. I said that I would transmit this suggestion immediately to 
His Majesty's Government, and asked whether, if such Polish pleni­
potentiary did come, we could assume that he would be well received 
and that discussions would be conducted on footing of complete 
equality. Herr Hitler's reply was "of course." 

6. German demands are declared to be revision of Versailles 
'freaty; namely, return of Danzig and the Corridor to Germany, 
security for lives of German national minoriti es in the rest of Poland ; 
note concludes with statement that the German Government will 
immediat ely elaborate proposals for an acceptable solution, and i11form 
Brit .ish Government, if possible, before arrival of Polish pleni­
poten Liar y. 

No. 80. 

Sir N. Henderson to Viscount Halifax (received 10·25 P.M.). 

(Telegraphic.) Berlin, August 29, 1939. 
INTERVIEW this evening was of a stormy character and Herr Hitler 

far less reasonable than yesterday. Press announcement this evening 
that five more Germans had been killed in Poland and news of Polish 
mobilisation had obviously excited him. 

2. He kept saying that he wanted British friendship more than 
anything in the world, but he could not sacrifice Germany's vital 
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int erests therefor , and that for His Majesty's Government.t? 
bargain over such a matter was an propos1t10n. . 
my attempts to correct this complete m1srepresentatwn of the case d1d 
not seem to impress him. . . . 

3 In reply to hi.s reiterated statement that dtrect neg.otlatwns 
with ·Poland, though accepted by him,. would be bound to I 
bis Excellency that their success or fatlure depended on hts goodwtll 
or the reverse and that the choice lay with him. It was, ho.wever, 
my bounden to leave him in no doubt that an to tmpose 
his will on Poland by force would inevitably bring htm mto duect 

conflict with us. · th t 
4. It would have been useless to talk of a smce a e:an 

only depend on whether M. Beck or sorne other Pohsh repr esentatlve 

!·amP lo BPrlin or not. 

No. 81. 

Vi scount Halifax to Sir N. H enderson (Berlin ). 

(Telearaphic.) For eign Office, August 30, 1939, 2 A.lii. , 

W0E shall give careful consideration to German Govemment s 
reply, * but it is, of course, unreasonable to expect that we can prodnrP 

11 Polish representative in Berlín to-da y, and German Govemment 
must not expect this. . 

It might be well for you at once to let this be known m 
r¡narters through appropriate channels. We hope you may recelVe 
onr r eply this aft ernoon. 

* No. 78. 

No. 82. 

Sir N. IIenderson to Viscount Halifax (received 1 P.M. ). 

'T 1 . hi ) Berlín, Aug1tst 30, 1939. 
1 e egrap c. · t f F · Affairs YouR messaae* was r<Jnveyed to the er ormgn . 
at 4 this I had ruade similar observatwn to Herr Httlet: 
yesterday evening, his reply being that one could fly from Warsa" 
Lo Berlín in one and a half hours. 

2 I repeated the message this morning by telephone to 
who said that it had already been conveyed to. Herr Httler. 

He added that something must be done as so?n as poss1ble. 
3. While I still recommend that the 
llow this eleventh-hour effort to estabhsh dtrect contact w1th 

Hitl er, even if it be only to convince the that they werc 
re ared to make their own sacrifico for preservaban _one 

only conclude from the German reply that H en Httl er is 

* No. 81. 
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determined to achieve bis ends by so-caBed peaceful fair means if he 
can, but by force if he cannot. Mnch, of course, may also depend on 
detailed plan referred to in the last pa.ragraph of the German reply. 

4. Nevertheless, if Herr Hitler is allowed to continue to have the 
initiative, it seems to me that result can onlv be either war or once 
again victory for him by a display of force and encouragement thereby 
to pursue the same course again next year or the year after. 

No. 83. 

Viscownt Ilalifax to Sir N. Hwnde1·son (Berlin). 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, August 30, 1939, 2·45 P.M. 
WE are considering German note* with all nrgency and shall send 

official reply later in afternoon. 
We are representing at Warsaw how vital it is to reinforce all 

instructions for avoidance of frontier incidents, and I would beg you 
to confirm similar instructions on German side. 

I welcome the evidence in the exchanges of views, which are 
taking place, of that desire for Anglo-German understanding of 
whirh I spoke yesterday in Parliament. 

* No. 78. 

No. 84. 

Sir H. K ennard to Viscount Halifax (received 10 A.M.). 

(Telegraphic.) Warsaw, August 30, 1939. 
I FEEL sure that it would be impossible to induce the Polish 

Government to send M. Beck or any other representative immediately 
to Berlín to discuss a settlement on basis proposed by Herr Hitler. 
They would certainly sooner fight ancl perish rather than submit to 
such humiliation, especially after examples of Czecho-Slovakia, 
Lithuania and Austria. 

2. I would suggest that if negotiations are to be between equals 
it is essential that they should take place in sorne neutral country or 
even possibly Italy, and that the basis for any negotiations should 
be sorne compromise between the clearly defined limits of March 
proposals on the German side and status qua on the Polish side. 

3. Considering that the Polish Government, standing alone and 
when they were largely unprepared for war, refused the 1\farch terms 
it would surely be impossible for them to agree to proposals wpich 
appear to go beyond the March terms now that they have Great 
Britain as their ally, France has confirmed her support and world 

• 
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public opinion is clearly in of direct . negotiatio11s on equal 
terms a11d is behind Poland's res1stance to a dwtated settlement . 

4. I am, of course, expressing no views to the Polish 
ment nor am I commu11icating to them Rerr Hitler's reply tlll l 

instructions which I trust will be without delay. 

* No. 78. 

No. 85. 

Visco-unt Halifax to SiT H. Kenna.rd (Warsaw). 

('relearaphic .) Foreign OfJi.ce, August 30, 1939, 5 · 30. l'.M. 
may be improved if strict are g1ven. 

confirmed by Polish Government to all tpe1r m1htary and CIVIl 
authorities :-

(1) Not to fire on fugitives or members of the German minority 
who cause trouble, but to arrest them; 

(2) To abstain themselves from personal violence to members of 
German minority, and to prevent similar violence 011 the 
part of the population ; . . . . 

(3) To allow members of the German mmonty w1shmg to leave 
Poland to pass freely ; 

( 4) 'l'o stop inflammatory radio propaganda. 
Please inform M. Beck, adding that I realise that Herr Hitler 

is using reporta to justify immoderate acti?11, but I am anxious to 
deprive him of this I am German Government 
to reciprocate; and warmng .can only 
be expected to maintain such 1f no provocatwn 1s offered 
by members of the German mmonty. 

No. 86. 

Si?· II. K enHard to Viscount Ilulifax (Teceived 8 ·15 P.M.). 

('relegraphic .) Warsaw, August 30, 1939. 
M. BEcK has asked me to say :-
1. His Majesty's Government may a?solutely that 

Polish Government have no mtentwn of provokmg any 
incidents. On the other ha11d, they point out that German 
provocation at Danzig is becoming more and more 
intolerable. 

2. In connexion with proposed British answer to Herr Hitler, 
Polish Goverrunent feel sure that His Majesty's Government 
will not expresa any definite views 011 problema concerning 
Pola11d without consulting Polish Government. 
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No. 87. 

Viscount Halijax to Sir N. Henderson (Berlín). 

('l'elegraphic) Foreign Office, August 30, 1939, 5 · 30 P.M. 

IN informing German Government of the renewed repreoontations 
which have been made in Warsaw, please make it clear that Polish 
Government can only be expected to maintain an attitude of complete 
restraint if German Government reciprocate on their side of frontier 
and if no provocation is offered by members of German minority in 
Poland. Reports are current that Germans have committed acts of 
sabotage which would justify the sternest measures. 

No. 88. 

Viscount Halifax to Si?· N. Henderson (Berlín). 

('relegraphic.) Foreign Office, August 30, 1939, 6·50 l' .M. 

WE understand that German Government are insisting that a 
Polish repreoontative with full powers must come to Berlín to receivc 
German proposals. 

2. We cannot advise Polish Government to comply with this 
procedure, which is wholly unreasonable. 

3. Could you not suggest to German Government that they adopt 
the normal procedure, when their proposals are ready, of inviting 
Polish Ambassador to call and handing proposals to him for 
transmission to Warsaw and inviting suggootions as to conduct of 
negotiations. 

4. German Government have been good enough to promise they 
will communicate proposals also to His Majesty's Government. If 
laLter think they offer reasonable basis they can be counted on to do 
their bcst in Warsaw to facilitate negotiations. 

No. 89. 

Reply of His Majesty's Govemment to the German Chancellor's 
Commttnication of August 29, 1939.* This reply was handed by 
Sir N. Henderson to Herr van Ribbentrop at Midnight on 
Augttst 30, 1939. 
H1s Majesty's Government appreciate the friendly reference in 

the Declaration contained in the reply of the German Government to 
the latter's desire for an Anglo-German understanding and to their 
statement of the influence which this consideration has exercised upon 
their policy. 

2. His Majesty's Government repeat that they reciprocate the 
German Government's desire for improved relations, but it will be 

* No. 78. 

--- --- - -
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recognised that they could not sacrifice the interests of other friends 
in order to obtain that improvement. They fully understand that 
the German _Government cannot sacrífice Germany's vital interests, 
but the Pohsh Government are in the same position and His 
Majesty's Government believe that tbe vital interests of the two 
countries are not incompatible. 

3. His Majesty's Government note that the German Government 
accept tbe Britisb proposal and are prepared to enter into direct 
discussions with tbe Polish Government. 

4. His Majesty's Government understand that the German 
Government accept in principie the condition that any settlement 
should be made the subject of an international guarantee. The 
question of who shall participate in this guarantee will have to be 
discussed further, and His Majesty's Government hope that to avoid 
loss _of time the German Government will take immediate steps to 
obtam the assent of the U .S.S.R., whose participation in the 
guarantee His Majesty's Government have always assumed. 

5. His Majesty's Government also note that the German Govern­
ment accept the position of the British Government as to Poland's 
vital interests and independence. 

6. His Majesty's Government must make an express .reservation 
in regard to the statement of the particular demands put forward by 
the German Government in an earlier passage in their reply. They 
understand that the German Government are drawing up proposals 
for a solution. No doubt these proposals will be fully examined during 
the discussions. It can then be determined how far they are com­
patible with the essential conditions which His Majesty's Government 
have stated and which in principie the German Government have 
expressed their willingness to accept. 

7. His Majesty's Government are at once informing the Polish 
Government of the German Government's reply. The method of 
contact and arrangements for discussions must obviously be agreed 
with all urgency between tbe German and Polish Governments, but in 
His Majesty's Government's view it would be impracticable to estab­
lish contact so early as to-day. 

8. His Majesty's Government fully recognise the need for speed 
in the initiation of discussion, and they share the apprehensions of 
the Chancellor arising from the proximity of two mobilised m·mies 
standing face to face. They would accordingly most strongly urge 
that both parties should undertake that, during the negotiations, no 
aggressive military movements will take place. IIis Majesty's 
Government feel confident that they could obtain such an under­
taking from rthe Polish Government if the German Government would 
give similar assurances. 

9. Further, His Majesty's Government would suggest that a 
temporary modus vivendi might be arranged for Danzig, which miaht 
prevent the occurrencc of incidents tending to render German-Polish 
relations more difficult. 
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No. 90. 

Archivo 
Histónco 

Viscount Halifax to Sir H. Kennard (Warsaw). 

(Sent to Sir H. Kennard on August 30 and acted on in the early 
morning of August 31.) 

(Telegraphic.) Fm·eign Office, August 30, 1939. 
MY telegram to Berlín gives the text of the reply of His Majesty's 

Government* to the German communication t which has been 
repeated to you. 

2. Please communicate it to M. Beck. In doing so, you 
should point out that, whilst the first part of the German Govern­
ment's reply consista of an indefensible and misleading presentatiou 
of the German case, the really important part of the reply consista 
of Germany's acceptance of the proposal for direct discussion, of the 
suggestion of the proposed international guarantee, and Germany's 
assertion that she intends to respect Poland's vital interests. 

3. It is perhaps unnecessary to take exception at this stage to 
much that finds place in the German reply, of which His Majesty's 
Government would be as critica! as, they have no doubt, would be the 
Polish Government, but His Majesty's Government have made an 
expresa reservation in regard to statement of the particular demanda 
put forward in the German note. The point that seemed to call for 
immediate comment was the German demand that a Polish represen­
tative should present himself at Berlín to-da y. M. Beck will see 
the line we took last night on this (see my telegram to Berlint) and 
the further reference we have made to point in our reply to German 
Government's latest communication. German Government are now 
drawing up proposals for a solution, and it will be in the light of these, 
and of other developments, that the decision as to future procedure, 
including place and conditions oÍ discussion, will have to be taken. 

4. M. Beck will see from the reply of His Majesty's Govern­
ment that the proposal has been made for a military standstill during 
discussions, to which His Majesty's Government earnestly hope that 
the Polish Government will have no objection. 

5. His Majesty's Government would be glad to have the views 
of the Polish Government urgently. In view of the fact that the 
Polish Government have authorised His 1\fajesty's Government to say 
that they are prepared to enter into direct discussions with the 
German Government, His Majesty's Government hope that, provided 
method and general arrangement for discnssions can be satisfactorily 
agreed, Polish Government will be prepared to do so without delay. 
We regard it as most imporLant from the poi.nt of view of the internal 
situation in Germany and of world opinion that, so long as the 
German Government profesa themselves ready to negotiate, no 
opportunity should be given them íor placing the blame for a conflict 
on Poland. 

* No. 89. t No. 78. t No. 81. 

Exteriores, 
y Culto 

ü. You should, of coursc, emphasise that His Majesty's Govern­
ment have made it quite clear to Herr Hitler that they are 
irrevocably determined to implement their obligations without reserve. 
On this point there is no misunderstanding in Berlín. The position 
of the Po1ish Government is very different from that which they 
occupied last March, since it is now supported both by direct British 
guarantee and promise of British participation in guarantee of any 
settlement reached on bases we have indicated, and the conversations 
wonld be carried on against this background. 

No. 91. 

8á N. Hendenon to Viscount Halifax (Teceived 2·45 A.r.r. August 31 ). 

(Telegraphic.) Berlin, August 30, 1939. 
I INFORMED Herr von Ribbentrop to-night of the advice given to 

the Polish Government in your telegram of 30th August to Warsaw.* 
2. Practically his only comment was that all provocation carne 

from the side of Poland. I observed that His M:ajesty's Government 
had constantly warned the Polish Government that all provocative 
action should be vigorously discouraged and that I had reason to 
believe that the German presa accounts were greatly exaggerated. 
Herr von Ribbentrop replied that His Majesty's Government's advice 
had had cursed (" verfiucht ") little effect. I mildly retorted that I 
was surprised to hear such language from a Minister for F'oreign 
Affairs. 

* No. 85. 

No. 92. 

8ir N. ll ende1·son to Y.iscount Ilalifax (received 9·30 A.M. August 31). 

('l'elegraphic.) Berlín, August 30, 1939. 
I TOLD Herr von Ribbentrop this evening that His Majesty's 

Governm ent found it difficult to ,advise Polish Government to accept 
procedure adumbrated in German reply, and suggested that he should 
adopt normal contact, i.e., that when German proposals were ready 
to invite Polish Ambassador to call and to hand him proposals for 
transmission to his Government with a view to immediate opening 
of negotiations. I added that if basis afforded prospect of settlement 
His Majesty's Government oould be counted upon to do their best 
in W arsaw to temporize negotiations. 

2. Herr von Ribbentrop's reply was to produce a lengthy docu­
ment which he read out in German aloud at top speed. Imagining 
that he would eventually hand it to me I did not attempt to follow 
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too closely the sixLeen or more arLicles which it conLained. Though 
I cannot therefore guarantee accuracy the main points were : restora­
tion of Danzig to Germany ; southern boundary of Corridor to be line 
Marienwerder, Graudenz, Bromberg, Schünlanke; plebiscite to be held 
in the Corridor on basis of population on 1st January, 1919, absolute 
majority to decide; international commission of British, French, 
Italian and Russian members to police the Corridor and guarantee 
reciproca} communications with Danzig and Gdynia pending result 
of the plebiscite; Gdynia t.o be reserved to Poland; Danzig to be purely 
commercial city and demilitarised. 

3. When 1 asked Herr von Ribbentrop for text of these proposals 
in accordance with undertaking in the German reply of yesterday , he 
asserted that it was now too late as Polish representative had not 
arrived in Berlín by midnight. 

4. 1 observed that to treat matter in this way meant that request 
for Polish representative to arrive in Berlín on 30th August con­
stituted, in fact, an ultimatum in spite of what he and Herr Hitler 
had assured me yesterday. This he denied, saying that idea of an 
ultimatum was figment of my imagination. Why then 1 asked could 
he not adopt normal procedure and give me copy of proposals and ask 
Polish Ambassador to call on bim, just as Herr Hitler had summoned 
me a few days ago, and hand them to him for communication to 
Polish Government? In the most violent terms Herr von Ribbentrop 
said that he would never ask the Ambassador to visit him. He hinted 
that if Polish Ambassador asked him for interview it might be 
different. 1 said that 1 would naturally inform my Government so 
t.t.t once. Whereupon he said while those were bis personal views he 
would bring all that 1 had said to Herr Hitler's notice. It was for 
Chancellor to decide. 

5. We parted on that note, but l must tell you that 
Herr von Ribbentrop's whole demeanour during an unpleasant inter­
view was aping Herr Hitler at bis worst. He inveighed incidentally 
against Polish mobilisation, but 1 retorted that it was hardly 
surprising since Germany had also mobilised as Herr Hitl er himRE'lf 
had admitted to me yesterday. 

No. 93. 

Si?· Il. Kenna)'(l to V·iscount Ilalifax (receiv ed 8 A.lll.). 

(Telegraphic.) Warsaw, August 31, 1939. 
I ru.vE communicated to l\1. Beck tbe reply of His Majesty's 

Government to Herr Hitler and made the comments therein in the 
sense of your telegram of 30th August. * M. Beck stat ed that before 
giving me a definite reply he would have to consult bis Government but 
he could tell me at once that he would do everything possible to facili-

* No. 90. 

Min i terio de Relaciones Exteriores, 
Com rtio Internacional y Culto 

:2ntina 
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tale the efforts of His M:ajesty 's Government which he 
ciaLed. 1 think he was greatly relieved to know that H1s MaJesty s 
Government had not in any way committed themselves as .regards 
demands put forward by German Government and he fully reahsed the 
main importance which His Majesty's Government attaches the 
necessity for not giving the German Government any for 
placing the blame on Poland in any refusal to enter mto d1rect 
negotiations. . . 

2. He has promised me the cons1dered reply of h1s government 
by mid-day to-morrow.* . . . 

3. 1 took the opportunity of impressmg UJ!On hnn agam 
necessity of avoidina any incidents in the meantime and asked h1m 
whether any had occurred. He said he h.ad heard that 
there had been a clash between German and Pohsh m1hlary forces 
but as at present informed he did not it had. amounted to more 
than an exchange of shots without senous casualties. 

* i.e., meaning August 31. 

No. 94. 

Ví scount Ilalifax to Sir Il. KennaTd (Warsaw ). 

('felegraphic.) Foreign Office, August 31, 1.939, 12 
You should concert with your Prench colleague m suggestmg to 

Polish Government that they should now make known to the German 
Government, preferably direct, but if not, through us, that they 
have been made aware of our last reply to German. G?vernment .and 
that they confirm thcir ac.ceptance of the prmClple of d1rect 
discussions. 

French Government fea.r tha.t German Government might take 
advanlage of silence on part of Polish Government. 

No. 95. 

Viscount Ilalifax to SiT H. I{ennard (Warsaw ). 

(Telegraphic.) F.oreign Office, August 31, 1939, 1·45 P.M. 

BERLIN telegram of 30th August. * . . 
Please at once inform Polish and .adv1se. m 

view of fact that they have accepted pnn?1ple direct d1scusswns, 
immediately to instruct Polish Ambassador m Berh.n to say to 
Government that, if latter haYe any proposals, he 1s ready t? transmit 
them to bis Government so that they may at once cons1der them 
and make suggestions íor early discussions. 

• No. 92. 

1 l 

i 

1 
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Sir JI. Kennard to Viscount Halifa.x (1eceived 7 ·15 r.lll.). 

(Telegraphic.) WaTsaw, August 31, 1939. 
MY telegram of 31st August. * 
M. Beck has just handed me in writing Polish reply to my 

démaTch e last night+; translation is in my immediately following tele­
gram.+ He particularly asked that it should be treated as most 
confidential. 

2. I asked M. Beck what steps he proposed to take in order 
to establish contact with tbe German Government. He said he would 
now instruct M. Lipski to seek an interview either with the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs or State Secretary in order to say Poland had 
acoopted British proposals. I urged him to do this without delay. 

3. I then asked him what attitude Polish Ambassador would adopt 
if Herr von Ribbentrop or whoever he saw handed him the German 
proposals. He said that M. Lipski would not be authorised to accept 
such a document as, in view of past experience, it might be accom­
panied by sorne sort of ultimatum. In his view it was essential that 
contact should be made in the first instance, and that then details 
should be discussed as to where, with whom, and on what basis 
negotiations should be commenced. 

4. As regards Danzig he pointed out that the situation there was 
I.Je?oming extremely serious. Polish officials were being arrested, 
rallway traffic was suspended, and he thought it essential that 
immediate steps should be taken to secure a modus vivendi as a result 
of which those arrested would be released and railway traffic would be 
resumed. IIe suggested M. Burckhardt might be able to effect this. 

5. He confirmed that no other serious incidents had occurred, 
but stated that he feared that in connexion with any negotiations he 
would have to appeal to the intervention of His Majesty's 
Government. 

G. He added that if invited to go to Berlín he would of coursc 
not go, as he had no intention of being treated like President IIacha. 

* No. 93. t i.e., the night of August 30/31. t No. 97. 

No. 97. 

SiT H. Kennard to Viscount Halifax (receivecl 6·30 P.M. ) . 

(Telegraphic.) Warsaw, August 31, 1939. 
FoLLOWING is text of Poland's reply dated 31st August, 1939 :-
" (1) Polish Government confirm their readiness which has 

been expressed for a direct exchange of views 
wlth the German Government on the basis proposed by 

'' (2) 

'' (3) 

"(4) 

" (5) 

Exteriores, 
y Culto 

14!) 

British Government and communicated to me by Lord 
Halifax's telegram of 28th August addressed to the British 
Ambassador, Warsaw.* 

Polish Government are also prepared on a reciproca} basis 
to give a formal guarantee that in the event of negotiations 
taking place Polish troops will not violate the frontiers 
of the German Reich provided a corresponding guarantee 
is given regarding non-violation of frontiers of Poland by 
troops of the German Reich. 

In the present situation it is also essential to create a simple 
provisional modus vivendi in the Free City of Danzig. 

As regaTds the suggestions communicated to Polish Govern­
ment on 28th August through the intermediary of the 
British Ambassador at Warsaw, an explanation of what 
the British Government understands by international 
guarantee would be required in regard to relations between 
Poland and the German Reich. In default of an answer 
to this fundamental question the Polish Government are 
obliged completely to reserve their attitude towards this 
matter until such time as full explanations are received. 

Polish Government express hope that in the event of con­
versations with the German Reich being initiated, they will 
continue to be able to take advantage of good offices of His 
Majesty's Government." 

* Conveying the substance of No. 74. 

No 98. 

Message which was cornmunicated to H.M. Ambassador in Berlín 
by the State Sec1etary on August 31, 1939, at 9·15 P.M. 

crranslation.) 
H:rs Majesty's Government informed the German Government, in 

a note dated the 28th August, 1939, * of their readiness to offer their 
mediation towards direct negotiations between Germany and Poland 
over the problems in dispute. In so doing they made it abundantly 
clear that they, too, were aware of the urgent need for progresa in 
view of the continuous incidents and the general European tension. 
In a reply dated the 29th August, + the German Government, in spite 
of being sceptiool as to the desire of the Polish Government to come to 
an understanding, declared themselves ready in the interests of peace 
to accept the British mediation or suggestion. After considering all 
the circumstances prevailing at the time, they considered it necessary 
in their note to point out that, if the danger of a catastrophe was to 
be avoided, then action must be taken readily and without delay. In 
this sense they declared themselves ready to receive a personage 

* No. 74. t No. 78. 
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appointed by lhe Polish Government up Lo the eveuing of thc 
30th August, with the proviso that the latter was, in fact, empowered 
not only to discuss but to conduct and conclude negotiations. 

Further, the German Government pointed out that they felt able 
to make the basic points regarding the offer of an understanding 
available to the British Government by the time the Polish negotiator 
arrived in Berlín. 

Instead of a statement regarding the arrival of an authorised 
Polish personage, the first answer the Government of the Reich 
received to their readiness for an understanding was the news of tbe 
Polish mobilisation, and only towards 12 o'clock on the night of the 
30th August, 1939, did they receive a somewhat general assurance 
of British readiness to help towards the commencement of 
negotiations. 

Although the f.act that the Polish negotiator expected by the 
Government of the Reich did not arrive removed the necessary 
condition for informing His M·ajesty's Government of the views of 
!he German Government as regards possible bases of negotiation, 
since His Majesty's Government themselves had pleaded for diTect 
IJegotiations between Germany and Poland, the German Minister for 
Poreign Affairs, Herr von Ribbentrop, gave the British Ambassador 
on the occasion of the presentation of the last British note precise 
information as to the text of the German proposals which would be 
regarded as a basis of negotiation in thf\ event of the arriv·al of the 
Polish plenipotentiary. 

The Government of the German Reich considered themselves 
entitled to claim that in these circumstances a Polish personage 
wonld immediately be nominated, at any rate retroactively. 

For the Beich Government cannot be expected for their part 
conlinually not only to emphasise their willingness to start negotüt­
tions, but actually to be reacly to do so, while being from the Polish 
side merely put off with empty subterfuges and meaningless 
declarations. 

It has once more been made clear as a result of a déma1·che which 
has meanwhile been made by the Polish Ambassador that the latter 
himself has no plenary powers either to enter into any discussion, or 
even to negotiate. 

The Führer and the German Government have thus waited two 
days in vain for the arrival of a Polish negotiator with plenary powers. 

In these circumstances the German Government regard their 
proposals as having this time too been to all intents and purposes 
rejected, although they considered that these proposals, in the 
forro in which they were made known to the British Government 
also, were more >than loyal, fair and practicable. 

The Reich Government consider it timely to inform the public 
of the bases for negotiation which were communicated to the British 
Ambassador by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Herr von Ribbentrop. 

The situation existing between the German Reich and Poland is 
at the moment of such a kind that any further incident can lead to 
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an explosion 011 Lhe part oí Lhe military forces w_hich have taken np 
their posilion on both sides. Any peaceful solutwn must be frame_d 
in such a way asto ensure that the events which_lie at the root of th1s 
situation cannot be repeated on the next occaswn and t.hat 
thus not only the East of Europe, b_ut also other shall not 
be brouaht into such a state of tenswn. The of th1s develop­
ment li:in: (1) the impossible delineation of front1ers, as fiX;ed 
Versailles dictate; (2) the impossible treatment of the mmonty m 
the ceded territorios. 

In making these the Gove:nment. are, _therefore, 
uctuated by the idea of findmg a lastmg _solutw:n wlll_ remove 
the impossible situation c_reat_ed by_ front1er 
assure to both parties the1r v1tally rmporta;nt lme of 
which may-as far as it is at all the 
problem and, in so far as this is not possible, may the mmont1es 
the ,asstuance of a tolerable future by means of a rehable guarantee of 

their rights. . . •t · t. 1 
'fhe Reich Government are content that m so domg 1 1s essen 1a 

that economic and physical damage done since 1918 be 
and repaired in its entirety. _They, of course, regard th1s obhgatwn 
as being binding for both part1es. . . . 

These considerations lead to the followmg pracbcal proposals .-
(1) The Free City of Danzig shall return to the German 

in view of its purely German character, as well as of the unammous 
will of its population ; . . . 

(2) The territory of the so-called Corndor whlCh extends from the 
Baltic Sea to the line 
(inclusive) and thence may run a westerly d1rectwn to Schonlanke: 
shall itself decide as to whether lt shall belong to Gen;nany_ or . 

(3) For tbis purpose a plebiscito shall take place m th1s 
The following shall be entitled to vote : all Germans who were mther 
domiciled in this territory on the 1st January, 1918, or who by that 
date ha ve been born there, and similarly of Poles, Kashubes, &c., 
domiciled in this territory on the above day (the 1st January! 1918) or 
born there up to that date. The Germans who bee_n dnven !rom 
this territory shall return to it in order to the1r. vote w1th a 
view to ensuring an objective plebiscito, and also w1th a vtew to 
ing the extensiva preparation necessa.ry therefor. The above terntory 
shall, as in the case of the Saar terntory, be placed t_he super­
vision of an international commission to be formed 1mmed111tely, ?n 
which shall be representad the four Great Powers-Italy, Sov1et 
Union, Frunce and England. This all the 
rights of sovereignty in this territory. Wtth th1s end m v1_ew, 
territory shall be evacuated within a period of the st1ll 
to be agreed upon, by the Polish armed forces, the Pohsh pohce, and 
the Polish authorities; . 

(4) The Polish port of Gdynia, fundamentally _con_st1tutes 
Polish sovereign territory so far as 1t 1s confinad to 
the Polish settlement, shall be excluded from the above terntory. 
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The exact frontiers of this Polish port should be determined between 
Germany and Poland, and, if necessary, delimited by an international 
committee of arbitration; 

(5) With a view to assuring the necessary time for the execution of 
the extensive work involved in the carrying out of a just plebiscite, 
t.his plebiscite shall not take place befare the expiry of twelve months; 

(6) In order to guarantee unrestricted communication between 
Germany and East Prussia and between Poland and the sea during 
this period, roads and railways shall be established to render free 
transit traffic possible. In this connexion only such taxes as are 
necessary for the maintenance of the means of communication and for 
the provision of transport may be levied; 

(7) The question as to the party to which the area belonas is to be 
decided by simple majority of the votes recorded; 

0 

(8) In arder to guarantee to Germany free communication with 
her province of Danzig-East Prussia, and to Poland her connexion 
with the sea after the execution of the plebiscite-regardless of the 
results thereof-Germany shall, in the event of the plebiscite area 
going to Poland, receive an extra-territorial traffic zone, approximately 
in a line from Bütow to Danzig or Dirschau, in which to lay down 
an autobahn and a 4-track railway line. The road and the railway 
shall be so constructed that the Polish lines of communication are 
not affected, i. e., they shall pass either o ver or under the latter. The 
breadth of this zone shall be fixed at 1 kilometre, and it is to be 
German sovereign tenitory. Should the plebiscite be favourable to 
Germany, Poland is to obtain rights, analogous to those accorded to 
Germany, to a similar extra-territorial communication by road and 
railway for the purpose of free and unrestricted communicatiqn with 
her port of Gdynia ; 

(9) In the event of the Corridor returning to the German Reich, 
the latter declares its right to proceed to an exchange of population 
with Poland to the extent to which the nature of the Corridor lends 
itself thereto ; 

(10) Any special right desired by Poland in the port of Danzig 
would be negotiated on a basis of territory against similar rights to 
be granted to Germany in the port of Gdynia; 

(11) In order to remove any feeling in this area that either side 
was being threatened, Danzig and Gdynia would have the character 
of exclusively mercantile towns, that is to say, without military 
installations and military fortifications ; 

(12) The península of Hela, which as a result of the plebiscite 
might go either to Poland or to Germany, would in either case have 
similarly to be demilitarised ; 

(13) Since the Government of the German Reich has the most 
vehement complaints to make against the Polish treatment of 
minorities, and since the Polish Government for their part feel 

to make complaints against Germany, both parties declare 
the1r agreement to have these complaints laid befare an international 

_ of enquiry, whoRe task would be to examine all complaints 

as regards economic or physical damage, and any other acts ?f 
terrorism. Germany and Poland undertake to &ood economiC 
or other damage done to minorities on either s1de smce the 
1918, or to cancel expropriation as the case may b.e' or to prov1de 
complete to the affected for th1s and any other 
encroachments on th e1r economlC hfe; 

(14) In arder to free Lhe Germans who may be left Poland 
the Poles who may be left in Germany from the feehng of 
outlawed by all nations, and in order to render the:n 
being ealled upon to perform action or to render serviCes mcompat1ble 
with their national sentiments, Germany and Poland agree to 
guarantee the rights of both by means of the most compre­
hensive and binding agreement, m arder to guarantee to th.ese 
minorities the preRervation, the free and .practiCa! 
application of their nationality and m particular. 
permit for this purpose such orgamsat10n as they may cons1der 
necessary. Botb parties ?ndertake not to call upon members of the 
minority for military servlCe ; 

(15) In the event of agreement on the basis of these proposals, 
Germany and Poland declare themselves ready to decree and to carry 
out the immediate demobilisation of their anned forces; . . 

(16) The further measures neceRsary for tbe more rap1d execut10n 
of the above arrang ement shall be agreed upon by both Germany 
and Poland conjointly. 

No. 99. 

Viscount Halifa x to Si?· N. HendeTson (Berlin). 

(Telegraphic.) For eign Office, August 31, l9S9, 11 P .M. 

PLEASE inform German Govermnent tbat we that 
Polish Government are taking steps to establish contact With them 
t:hrough Polisb Ambassador in Berlín. . 

2. Please also ask them whether they agree to tbe necess1ty 
securing an immediate provisional modus vivendi as regards Danz1g. 
(We have already put tbis point to German Government.) Would 
they agree that M. be employed for this purpose 
if it were possible to secnre h1s servlCes? 
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Viscount Halifax to Sir H. Kennarcl (WaTsaw). 

('l'elegraphi c.) Forcign Office, SeptembeT 1, 1939, 12 ·50 A.lii. 

YouR telegrams of 31st August* :-
l. I am glad to learn that Polish Ambassador at Berlin is being 

instructed to establisL contact with German Government. 
2. I fully agree as to the necessity for discussing detailed 

arrangements for the negotiations and as to the undesirability of a 
visit by M. Beck to Berlín. 

3. On the other hand, I do not see why the Polish Government 
F:hould feel difficulty about authorising Polish Ambassador to accept 
a document from the German Government, and I earnestly hope that 
they may be able to modify their instructions to him in this respect. 
There was no mention of any ultimatum in the report on the German 
proposals which has been furnished to us, and the suggestion that 
the demand for the presence of a Polish plenipotentiary at Berlín 
on 30th August amounted to an ultimatum was vigorously repudiated 
by Herr von Ribbentrop in conversation with His Majesty's 
Ambassador. If the document did contain an ultimatum, the Polish 
Government would naturally refuse to discuss it until the ultimatum 
was withdrawn. On the other hand, a refusal by them to receive 
proposals would be gravely misunderstood by outside opinion. 

4. I should have thought that the Polish Ambassador could 
surely be instructed to receive and transmit a document and to say 
(a) if it contained anything like an ultimatum, that he anticipated 
that the Polish Government would certainly be unable to discuss 
on such a basis, and (b) that, in any case, in the view of the Polish 
Government, questions as to the venue of the negotiations, the basis 
on which they should be held, and the persons to take part in them, 
must be discussed and decided between the two Governments. 

5. If negotiations are initiated, His Majesty's Government will at 
all times be ready, if desired, to lend any assistance in their power 
to achieve a just settlement. 

6. As regards an international guarantee, this will no doubt havo 
to be fully discussed. What His Majesty's Government pad in 
mind was a guarantee of the full and proper observance of any 
settlement reached. 

7. As regards Danzig, we fully share the view of M. Beck as 
to the importance of establishing sorne modus viv endi. We have 
already made a suggestion in this sense te- the German Government 
and will in the light of paragraph 4 of your telegram of 31st Auaustt 
do so again. If German Government agree, 1 will at once 
M. Burckhardt. 

8. Please speak to M. Beck immediately in tho above sense. 

* Nos. 96 and 97. t No. 96. 
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No. 101.. 

Sir JI. Ke11nard to l'iscount Ilalifax (dated 7 ·43 P.M. Septcmber 1 and 
Teceived 2 A.!IL September 2). 

(Telegraphic.) Warsaw, September 1, 1939. 
YouR telegram of 1st September* was decyphered at 4 .A.M. 

2. M. Lipski had already called on the German Formgn M1mster 
at 6 · 30 r .M. yesterday. In view of this fact, which was followed by 
German invasion of Poland at dawn to-day, it was clearly useless íor 
me to take the action suggested. 

* No. 100. 

No. 102. 

Sir N. ll cndcrson to Viscount Halifax (rcceivcd 
12 ·lO A.M. Scptembcr 1). 

('l'elegraphic .) Berlín, 31, 1939. 
l!'oLLOWING is translation from text of commmucatwn handed by 

Polish Ambassador to German Minister for Foreign Affairs this 
evening :-

,' During the course of the night the Polish Government 
received from the British Government news of the exchange of 
information with the German Government regarding the possi­
bility of direct discussion between the Government of the Reich 
and the Polish Government. 

" The Po1ish Government are weighing favourably the British 
Government's suaaestion; a formal answer in this matter will be 
commnnicated to 

0

them in the immediate future.'' 

J understand that no cliscussion took place. 

No. 103. 

Sir N. H enderson to Viscowrt Halifax (Teceived in tlw carly lwurs 
of Scptember 1., 1939). 

(Telegraphic.) Be1·lin, Sep.te!nbeT l, 1939: 
WmTTEN communic-ation was made to the M1mstry for Fore1gn 

Affairs early this morning in the sense of paragraph 2 of your 
telegram of 31st August. * 

* No. 99. 
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No. 104. 

Explanatory Note upon the actual Course of Ev ents. 

'fHE reply to the German Government of 28th A ugust was, befo re 
its delivery, communicated to the Prench and Polish Gov-ernmentl;l. 
'l'he Polish Government authorised His Majesty's Government to 
inform the German Government that Poland was ready at once Lo 
onter into direct discussions with Germany. It will be seen that 
paragraph 4 of the British reply of 28th· August made plain the 
attitude of the Polish Government on this point. 

The British reply was handed to Herr Hitler at 10 · 30 P.M. on 
28th August, and he promised to give a written reply the following 
da y. 

The German reply in writing was handed to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at 7 ·15 P.lii. on 29th August. Apart from the complete 
distortion of events leading up to the crisis, the German Government's 
reply demanded the arrival in Berlín of a Polish emissary with full 
powers during the course of the following day. 

'fhe reply of the British Government is self-explanatory. It was 
communicated by His M:ajesty's Ambassador to the German Minister 
for Foreign Affairs at midnight on 30th August. Herr von 
Ribbentrop's reply was to produce a long docnment which he read 
out rapidly in German. It was apparently the sixteen-point plan 
which the German Governruent have since published. When Sir N. 
Henderson asked for the text of theRe proposals in accordance with 
the undertaking in the German reply of 29th August Herr von 
Ribbentrop asserted that it was now too late as the Polish plenipo­
tentiary had not arrived in Berlín by midnight, as had been 
demanded by the German Government in their communication of 
the previous evening. 

'l'he Polish Government on learning of these developments 
informed His Majesty's Government during the afternoon of 
31st August that they would authorise their Ambassador to inform 
the German Government that Poland had accepted the British 
proposals for negotiations. 

'fhe Polish Ambassador in Berlín (M. Lipski) was not received by 
Herr von Ribhentrop until the evening of 31st August. After this 
interview the German Government broadcast their proposals 
forthwith. M. Lipski at once tried to establish contact with Warsaw 
but was unable to do so because all means of communication between 
Poland and Germany had been closed by the German Government. 
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No. 105. 

Speech by the Prime Minister in the House of Commons on 
September 1, 1939. 

The Prime Ministe1· (Mr. Chamberlain): 1 do not propose to say 
many words to-night. The time has come when a.ction rather than 
speech is required. Eighteen months ago in this I prayed that 
the responsibility might not fall upon me to ask th1s country to accept 
the awful arbitrament of war. 1 fear that 1 may not be able to avmd 
that responsibility. But, at any rate, I cannot wish for conditions in 
which such a burden should fall upon me in which 1 should feel clearer 
than 1 do to-day asto where my duty lies. No mancan say that the 
Govemment could have done more to try to keep open the way for an 
honourable and equitable settlement of the dispute between Germany 
and Poland. Nor have we neglected any means of making it crystal 
clear to the German Government that if they insisted on using force 
again in the manner in which they had used it in the past we were 
resolved to oppose them by force. Now that all the relevant .docu­
menta a.re being made public we shall stand at the bar of h1story 
knowing that the responsibility for this terrible catastrophe lies on 
the shoulders of one man-the German Chancellor, who has not 
hesitated to plunge the world into misery in order to serve his own 
senseless ambitions. 

I would like to thank the House for the forbearance which they 
have shown on two recent occasions in not demanding from me in­
fonnation which they recognised 1 could not give while these negotia­
tions were still in progresa. I have now had all the correspondence 
with the German Government put into the form of a White Paper. 
On account of mechanical difficulties 1 am afraid there are still but a 
few copies available, but 1 understand that they will be coming in in 
relays while the House is sitting. 1 do not think it is necessary for 
me to refer in detail now to these documenta, which are already past 
history. They make it perfectly clear that our object has been to try 
and bring about discussions of the Polish-German dispute between the 
two countries themselves on terms of equality, the settlement to be 
one which safeguarded the independence of Poland and of which the 
due observance would be secured by international guarantees. There 
is just one passage from a recent communication, which was dated 
the 30th August, which 1 should like to quote, because it shows how 
easily the final clash might have been avoided had there been the least 
desire on the part of the German Government to arrive at a peaceful 
settlement. In this document we said :-

" His Majesty's Government fully recognise the need for speed 
in the initiation of discussions and they share the apprehensions 
of the Chancellor arising from the proximity of two mobilised 
armies standing face to face. They would accordingly most 
strongly urge that both parties should undertake that during the 
negotiations no aggressive military movements should take place. 
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His Majesty's Government feel confident that they could obtain 
such an undertaking from the Polish Government if the German 
Government would give similar assurances." 

That telegram, which was repeated to Poland, brought an instan­
taneous reply from the Polish Government, dated the 31st August, 
in which they said ::-

"The Polish Government are also prepared on a reciproca! 
basis to give a formal guarantee in the event of negotiations taking 
place that Polish troops will not violate the frontiers of the German 
Reich provided a corresponding guarantee is given regarding the 
non-violation of the frontiers of Poland by troops of the German 
Reich." 

We never had any reply from the German Government to that sugges­
tion, one which, if it had been followed, might have .saved the 
catastrophe which took place this morning. In the German broad­
cast last night, which recited the 16 points of the proposals which they 
have put forward, there occurred this sentence :-

,' In these circumstances the Reich Government considera its 
proposals rejected." 

I must examine that statement. I must tell the House what are the 
circumstances. To begin with let me say that the text of these pro­
posals has never been communicated by Germany to Poland at all. 
The history of the matter is this. On Tuesday, the 29th August, in 
replying to a Note which we had sent to them, the German Govern­
ment said, among other things, that they would immediately draw 
up proposals for a solution acceptable to themselves and 

"will, if possible, place these at the disposal of the Britisl1 
Government before the arrival of the Polish negotiator." 

It will be seen by examination of the White Paper that the German 
Government had stated that they counted upon the arrival of a 
pleuipotentiary from Poland in Berlín on the 30th, that is to say, ou 
the following day. In the meantime, of course, we were awaiting 
these proposals. The next evening, when our Ambassador saw 
Herr von Ribbentrop, the German Foreign Secretary, he urged upon 
the latter that when these proposals were ready-for we had heard no 
mo:re about them-he should invite the Polish Ambassador to call and 
should hand him the proposals for transmission to bis Government. 
Thereupon, reports our Ambassador, in the most violent terms 
Herr von Ribbentrop said he would never ask the Ambassador to visit 
him. He hinted that if the Polish Ambassador asked him for an 
interview it might be different. 

The House will see that this was on Wednesday night, which, 
according to the German statement of last night, is now claimed to be 
the final date after which no negotiation with Poland was acceptable. 
It is plain, therefore, that Germany claims to treat Poland as in the 
wrong because she had not by Wednesday night entered upon 
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discussions with Germany about a set of proposals of which she had 
never heard. 

Now what of ourselves? On that Wednesday night, at the inter­
view to which I have just referred, Herr von Ribbentrop produced a 
lengthy document which he read out in German, aloud, at top speed. 
Naturally, after this reading our Ambassador asked for a copy of the 
document, but the reply was that it was now too late, as the Polish 
representative had not arrived in Berlín by midnight. And so, Sir, we 
never got a copy of those proposals, and the first time we heard them 
-we heard them-was on the broadcast last night. Well, Sir, thosc 
are the circumstances in which the German Government said that 
they would consider that t)l.eir proposals were rejected. Is it not clear 
that their conception of a negotiation was that on almost instan­
taneous demand a Polish plenipotentiary should go to Berlin-where 
others had been before him-and should there receive a statement 
of demands to be accepted in their entirety or refused? I am not 
pronouncing any opinion upon the terms themselves, for I do not feel 
called upon to do so. The proper course, in our view-in the view 
of all of us-was that these proposals should )lave been put before 
the Poles, who should have been given time to consider them and to 
say whether, in their opinion, they did or did not infringe those vital 
interests of Poland whic}l Germany had assured us on a previous 
occasion she intended to respect. Only last night the Polish 
Ambassador did see the German Foreign Secretary, Herr von 
Ribbentrop. Once again he expressed to him what, indeed, the 
Polish Government had already said publicly, that they were willing 
to negotiate with Germany about their disputes on an equal basis. 
What was the reply of t,he German Government? The reply was that 
without another word the German troops crossed the Polish frontier 
this morning at dawn and are since reported to be bombing open 
towns. [ An Hon. Member : '' Gas? '' J In these circumstances there 
is only one course open to us. His Majesty's Ambassador in Berlin 
and the French Ambassador have been instructed to hand to the 
German Government the following document :-

'' Early this morning the German Chancellor issued a pro­
clamation to t)le German Army which indicated clearly that he 
was about to attack Poland. Information which has reached His 
Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom and the French 
Government indicates that German troops have crossed the Polish 

and that att.acks upon Polish towns are proceeding. In 
these Circumstances lt appears to the Governments of the United 
Kingdom and France that by their action the German Govern­
ment have created conditions, namely, an aggressive act of force 
against Poland threatening the independence of Poland, which 
call for the implementation by the Governments of the United 
Kingdom and France of the undertaking to Poland to come to 
her assistance. I am accordingly to inform your Excelle>ncy that 
unless the German Government are prepared to give His Majesty's 
Government satisfactory assurances that the German Government 
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have suspended all aggressive action against Poland and are pre­
pared promptly to withdraw their forces from Polish territory, 
His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom will without 
hesitation fulfil their obligations to Poland.'' 

[ An Ron. Member: " Time limit?". J If a reply to this last 
warning is unfavourable, and I do not suggest tpat it is likely to be 
otherwise, His Majesty's Ambassador is instructe d to ask for bis 
passports. In that case '(fe are ready. Yesterday, we took further 
steps towards the completion of our defensive preparations. This 
morning we ordered complete mobilisation of the whole of the Royal 
Navy, Army and Royal Air Force. We have also taken a number of 
other measures, both at home and abroad, which the House will not 
}Jerhaps expect me to specify in detail. Briefly, they represent the 
final steps in accordance with pre-arranged plans . These last can be 
put into force rapidly, and are of such a nature that they can be 
deferred until war seems inevitable. Steps have also been taken 
under the powers conferred by the House last week to safeguard the 
position in regard to stocks of commodities of various kinds. 

Thc thoughts of many of us must at this moment inevitably be 
1 urning back to 1914, and to a comparison of our position now wiLh 
that which existed then. How do we stand this time? The answer 
is that all three Services are ready, and that the situation in all 
directions is far more favourable and reassuring than in 1914, while 
behind the fighting Ser-vices we have built up a vast organisation of 
Civil Defence under our acherne of Air Raid Precautions. As regards 
the immediate man-power requirements, the Royal Navy, the Army 
and the Royal Air Force are in the fortunate position of havmg 
almost as many roen as they can conveniently handle at this moment . 
There are, however, certain categories of service in which men are 
immediately required, both for Military and Civil Defence. These 
will be announ ced in detail through the Press and the B.B. C. The 
main and roost satisfactory point to observe is that there is to-day 
no need to make an appeal in a general way for recruits such as was 
issued by Lord Kitchener 25 years ago. That appeal has been 
anticipated by roany roonths, and the roen are already available. 

So much for the immediate present. Now we roust look to the 
Iuture. It is essential in the face of the treroendous task which 
confronts us, more especially in view of our past experiences in this 
roatter, to organise our man-power this time upon as roethodical, 
equitable and economical a basis as possible. We, therefor e, propose 
immediately to introduce legíslation directed to that end. A Bill will 
be laid before you which for all practica! purposes will amount to an 
expansion of the Military Training Act. Under its operation all fi.t 
roen batween the ages of 18 and 41 will be rendered liable to roilitary 
service if and when called upon. It is not intended at the outset that 
any considerable num ber of roen other than those airead y liable shall 
be called up, and steps will be ta.ken to ensure that the roan-power 
essentially required by indu¡,¡try shall not be taken away. 
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'rhere is one other allusion which I should like to roake before l 
end my speech, and that is to record my satisfaction, and tho satis­
faction of His Majesty's Government, that throughout these last days 
of crisis Signor Mussolini also has bflen doing bis best to reach a 
solntion. 

It now only remains for us to set our teeth and to enter upon 
this struggle, which we ourselves earnestly endeavonred to avoid, with 
determination to see it through to the end. We shall enter it with a 
clear conscience, "ith the support of the Dominions and the British 
E m pire, and the moral approval of the greater part of the world. W e 
have no quarrel with Lhe Germ·an people, except that they allow 
themselves to be governed by a Nazi Government. As long as that 
Government exists and pursnes the methods it has so persistently 
followed during the last two years, there will be no peace in Europe. 
We shall roerely pass from one crisis to another, and see one country 
after another attacked by methods which have now become familiar 
to us in their sickening technique. We are resolved that these 
methods must come to an end. If out of the struggle we again 
re-establish in the world the rules of good faith and the renunciation 
of force, why, then even the sacrifices that will be cntailed upon us 
w ill find Lheir fullest j usLification. 

No. 106. 

Spe ech by Herr Hitl eT to the Reichstag on September 1, 1939. 

( Translation.) 
Fon months we ha ve been suffering under the torture of a problem 

which the Versailloo Diktat created-a problem which has deteriorated 
until it becomes intolerable for us. Danzig was and is a German 
city. 'rhe Corridor was and is German. Both these territori es owe 
their culLural development exclusively to the Ge-rman people. Danzig 
was separated from us, the Corridor was annexed by in 
othDr German territories of the East, all German romont1es hvmg 
there have been ill-treated in the most distressing manner. More 
than 1,000,000 people of German blood had in the years 1919-20 to 
leave their homeland. 

As always, I attempted to bring about, by the peaceful roethod 
of making proposals for revision, an alteration of this intolerable 
position. It is a líe when the outside world says that we only tried 
to carry throu gh our revisions by pressure. Fifte en years before the 
National Socialist Party carne to power there was the opportunity of 
carrying out these revisions by peaceful settlements and under­
standing. On my own initiative I ha ve, not once but severa! times, made 
proposals for the revision of intolerable conditions. All these proposals, 
as you know, ha ve been rejected- proposals for limitation of armament s 
and e ven, if necessary, disarmament, proposals for the limitation 



of war-making, proposals for the elimination of certain methods of 
modern warfare. You know the proposals that I have made to fulfil 
the necessity of restoring German sovereignty over German territories. 
You know the endless attempts I made for a peaceful clarification 
and understanding of the of Austria, and later of the problem 
of the Sudetenland, Bohemia, and Moravia. It was all in vain. 

It is impossible to demand that an impossible position should be 
cleared up by peaceful revision and at the same time constantly 
reject peaceful revision. It is also impossible to say that he who 
undertakes to carry out these revisions for himself transgre sses a law, 
since the Versailles Dilctat is not law to us. A signature was forced 
out of us with pistols at our head and with the threat of hunger. for 
millions of people. And then this document, with our signatur e, 
obtained by force, was proclaimed as a solemn law. 

In the same way, I have also 'tried to solve the problem of Danzig, 
the Corridor, &c., by proposing a pooceful discussion. That the 
problems had to be solved was clear. It is quite understandable to us 
that the time when the problem was to be solved had littl e interest 
for the W estern Powers. But that time is not a matter of indifference 
to us. 1\foreover, it was not and could not be a matter of indifference 
to those who suffer most. 

In my talks with Polish statesmen I discussed the ideas which you 
recognise from my last speech to the Reichstag. No one could say 
that this was in any way an inadmissible procedure or undue pressure. 
I then naturally formulated at last the German proposals, and I must 
once more repeat that there is nothing more modest or loyal than 
these proposals. I should like to say this to the world. I alone was 
in the position to make such proposals, for I know very well that in 
doing so I brought myself into opposition to millions of Germans. 
These proposals have been refused. Not only were they answered 
first with mobilisation, but with increased terror and pressure against 
our German compatriota and with a slow strangling . of the Free City 
of Danzig-economically, politically, and in recent weeks by military 
and transport means. 

Poland has directed its attacks against the Free City of Danzig. 
1\foreover, Poland was not prepared to settle the Corridor question in 
a Teasonable way which would be equitable to both parties, and shc 
did not think of keeping her obligations to minorities. 

I must here state something definitely; Germany has kept these 
obligations; the minorities who live in Germany are not persecuted. 
No Frenchman can stand up and say that any Frenchman living in 
the Saar territory is oppressed, tortured, or deprived of his rights. 
Nobody can say this. 

For four months I have calmly watched developments, although 
I never ceased to give warnings. In the last few days I have 
increased these warnings. I informed the Polish Ambassador three 
weeks ago that if Poland continued to send to Danzig notes in the 
forro of ultimata, if Poland continued its methods of oppression 
against the Germans, and if on the Polish side an end was not put to 
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Cnstoms measure s deslined to ruin Danzig's trade, then the Reich 
could not remain inac:tive. I left no doubt that people who wanted 
to compare the Germany of to-day with the former Germany would be 
deceiving themselves. 

An attempt was made to justify the oppression of the Germans 
by claiming that they had committed acts of I d_o not 
know in what these provocations on the part of women and chlldren 
consist, if they themselves are maltreated, in sorne cases killed. One 
thing I do know-that no groot Power can with honour long stand by 
passively and watch such events. 

I made one more final effort to accept a proposal for mediation on 
the part of the British Government. They proposed, not that they 
themselves should carry on the negotiations, but rather that Poland 
and Germany should come into direct contact and once more to pursue 
negotiations. 

I must declare that I accepted this proposal, and I worked out a 
basis for these negotiations which are known to you. For two whole 
days I sat with my G?vernment and waited to see it was 
eonvenient for the Pohsh Government t<> send a plempotent1ary or 
no t. Last night they did not send us a plenipotentiary, but instead 
informed us through their Ambassador that they were still considering 
whether and to what extent they were in a position to go into the 
British proposals. The Polish Government also said that they would 
inform Britain of their decision. 

Deputies, if the German Government ,and its Leader 
ondured such treatment Germany would deserve only to d1sappear 
from the political stag·e. But I am wrongly judged if my love of peace 
and my patience are mistaken for weakness or even cowardice. 
I thereíore, decided last night ,and informed the British Government 
that in these circumstances I can no longer find any willingness on 
the part of the Polish Government to conduct serious negotiations 
with ns. 

These proposals for mediation have failed because in the mean­
while there, first of all, carne as an answer the sudden Polish general 
mobilisation, followed by more Polish atrocities. These were again 
repeated last night. Recently in one night there were as many as 
twenty-one frontier incidents; last night there were fourteen, of 
which thr ee were quite serious. I have, therefore, resolved to speak 
to Poland in the same language that Poland for months past has used 
towards us. This attitude on the part of the Reich will not change. 

'fhe other European States understand in part our attitude. 
I should like here above all to thank Italy, which throughout has 
supported us, but you will underst and that for the carrying on of this 
struggle we do not intend to appeal to foreign help. We will carry 
this task ourselves. The neutral States have assured us of thmr 
neutrality, just as we had already guaranteed it to them. 

When statesmen in the W est declare that this affects their 
interests, I can only regret such a declaration. It cannot for a 
moment make me hesitate to fulfil my duty. What more is wanted? 
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I have solemnly assured them, and I repeat it, that we ask nothing of 
these States and never will ask anything. I have declarad 
that the frontier between France and Germany is a final one. I have 

o!fered and, if necessary, the closest co-opera­
twn to Bntam, but th1s cannot be offered from one side only. It musl; 
find response on the other side. Germany has no interests in the 
West, and our westem wall is for all time the frontier of the Reich on 
th? west_. Moreover, we have no aims of any kind there for the futura. 
W1th we are solemn earnest, and as long as others 
do not _vwlate the1r neutrality we will likewise take every care to 
respect It. 

I am happy P.articularly to be able to tell you of one event. You 
know. that Russ1a and Germany are governed by two different 
doctnnes. There. was only one question that had to be cleared u p. 
Germany has no mtention of exporting its doctrine. Given the fact 
that Soviet Russia has no intention of exporting its doctrine to 
Germany, I no long?r see any reason why we should still oppose one 
another. On both s1des we are clear on that. Any strug gle between 
our people would only be of advantage to others. We have, therefore, 
r?solved to conclude a pact which rules out for ever any use of 
vwlence between us. It imposes the obligation on us to consult 

in European questions. It makes possible for us 
econom1c co-operatwn, and above all it assures that the powers of both 
these powednl S tat es not wasted against one another. Every 
attempt of the West to bnng about any change in this will fail. 

.A.t the same time I should like here to declare that this political 
demswn means a tremendous departure for the future and that it is 
a final one. Russia and Germany fought against one 'another in the 
World War. shall ::md will not happen a second time. In 
Moscow, too, th1s pact was greeted exactly as you greet it. I can only 
endorse word for word the speech of the Russian Foreign Oommissar 
Molotov. ' 

I am to solve (1) the Danzig question; (2) the question 
of Oo7·ndor; and (3) to see to it that a change is made in the 
relatwnsh1p between Germany and Poland that shall ensure a 

In I am resolved to continua to fight 
elther the pre.sent Pohsh Government is willing to bring about 

th1s change or untll another Polish Government is ready to do so. 
I am resolved to remove from the German frontiers the element of 

t?e of conditions resembling 
CIVIl war. I w1ll see to lt that m the East there is on the frontier a 
peace precisely similar to that on our other frontfers. ' 

In t?is I will take the necessary measures to see that they do not 
?ontradwt the proposals I have alrea?y made knoW? in the Reichstag 
1tself to the of the world, that 1s to say, I w1ll not war against 
women and cluldren. I have ordered my air force to restrict itself to 
attacks on military objectives. If, however, the enemy tbinks he can 
from.that d:·aw carte blanche on bis side to fight by the other methods 
he Wlll rece1ve an answer that will deprive him of bearing and sight. 
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This nigbt for the first time Polish regular soldiers fired on onr 
own territory. Since 5 ·45 A.M . we have been returning the fire, and 
from now on bombs will be met with bombs. Whoever fights with 
poison gas will be fonght with poison gas. Whoover d parts from thc 
rules of humane warfare can only expect tbat we shall do the same. 
I will continua this stru ggle, no matter against whom, until the safety 
of the Reich and its rights are secured. 

For six years now I have been workin g on the building up of the 
German defences. Over 90 milliards have in that time been spent 
on tbe building up of these defence forces. They are now the best 
oquipped and are above all romparison with what they were in 1914. 
My trust in them is unshakable. When 1 called up these forces and 
when I now ask sacrifices of the German people and if necessary every 
sacrifica, then I have a right to do so, for I also am to-day absolutely 
ready, jost as we were formerly, to make every personal sacrifice. 

I am asking of no German man more than I myself was ready 
throughout four years at any time to do. There will be no hardshipr,; 
for Germana to which I myself will not submit. My whole life hence­
forth belongs more than ever to my people. I am from now on just 
first soldier of the German Beich. I have once more put on that coat 
that was the most sacred and deur to me. I will not take it off again 
until victory is secured, or I will not survive the outcome. 

Should anything happen to me in the struggle then my first 
successor is Party Oornrade Goring ; should anything happen 
to Party Oomrade Goring my next successor is Party Oomrade 
Hess. You would then be under obligation to give to tbem 
as Führer the same blind loyalty and obedi0nce as to myself. Should 
anything happen to Party Oonll'ade Hess, then by law the Senate will 
be called, and will choose from its midst the most worthy-that is 
to say the bravest-suc cessor. 

As a National Socialist and as German soldier I enter upon 
this struggle with a stout heart. My whole life has been nothing but 
one long struggl e for my people, for its restoration, and for Germany. 
'rhere was only one watchword for that struggle : faith in this people. 
One word I ha ve never learn ed : that is, surrend er. 

If, however, anyone thinks that we are facing a hard time, I 
ehould ask him to remember that once a Prussian King, with a 
ridiculously small Stat e, opposed a stronger coalition, and in three 
wars finally carne out successful because that State had that stout 
heart that we need in these times. I would, therefore, like to assure 
all the world that a November 1918 will never be repeated in German 
history. Ju st as I m.vE>elf arn ready at e.ny time to stake my life­
anyone can take it for my people and for Germany-so I ask the 
same of all .others. 

Whoever, however, thinks be can oppose this national command. 
whether directly or indir ectly, shall fall. We have nothing to do 
with traitors. We are all faithful to our old principie. It is quite 
unimportant whether we ourselves live, but it is essential that om 
people sball live, that Germany sball live. The sacrifica that is 
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demanded of us 1s not greater than the sacrifice that 
many generations have made. If we form a community 
closely bound together by vows, ready for anything, resolved 
never to surrender, then our will will master every hardship and 
difficulty. And I would like to clase with the declaration that I once 
made when I began the struggle for power in the Reich. I then said : 
'' If our will is so strong that no hardship and su:ffering can subdue it, 
then our will and our German might shall prevail." 

No. 107. 

Herr Hitler's Proclamation to the German Army on Septe1nber 1. 
1939. 

(Translation.) 
THE Polish State has refused the peaceful settlement of relations 

which I desired, and has appealed t{} arms. Germans in Poland are 
persecuted with bloody terror and driven from their houses. A series 
of violations of the frontier, intolerable to a great Power, prove that 
Poland is no longer willing to respect the frontier of the Reich. 

In order t{} put an end to this lunacy, I ha ve no other choice than 
to meet force with force from now on. The German Army will fight 
the battle for the honour and the vital rights of reborn Germany with 
hard determination. I expect that every soldier, mindful of the 
great traditions of eternal German soldiery, will ever remain con­
scious that he is a representativa of the National-Socialist Greater 
Germany. Long live our people and our Reich ! 

No. 108. 

Proclamation by Herr Forster and Exchange of Telegrams betw een 
Herr Forster and Hen· Hitler, September 1, 1939. 

HERR FoRSTER's proclamation to the people of Danzig, as given 
over the German wireless, was as follows :--

( Translation.) 
'' Men and women of Danzig: The hour for which you huve 

been longing for twenty years has come. This day Danzig has 
returned to the great German Beich. Our Führ er, Adolf Hitler, 
has freed us. 

'' The Swastika flag, the flag of the German Reich, is flying 
to-day for the first time from the public buildings of Danzig. It 
also flies from the former Polish buildings, and everywhere in the 
harbour, the towers of the ancient town hall and St. Mary's 
Church. The bells ring in Danzig's hour of liberation. 
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'' We thank our God that He gave the Führer the power and 
the opportunity of freeing us from the evil of the Versailles 
Dilctat. W e Danzigers are happy to be able to become now 
citizens of the Beich. Men and women of Danzig, we wish to 
stand together in this solemn hour and stretch out our hand and 
take a .solemn oath to tha Führer to do everything that lies in 
our power for our glorious Greater Germany. Long live German 
Danzig, which has been liberated and returned again to the Reich! 
Long live our great German fatherland ! '' 

Herr Forster also sent the following telegram to Herr Hitler:­
(Translation.) 

"My Führer, I have just signed the following constitutional 
law concerning the reunion of Danzig with the Reich, and I have 
put it into force :-

" The constitutional law concerning the reunion of the Free 
City of Danzig with the German Reich from September 1 :-

" Article l. The Constitution of the Free City of Danzig is 
cancelled with immediate effect. 

'' Art. 2. All legislative and executive power is in the hands 
uf the head of the State. 

" Art. 3. The Free City of Danzig with its territory and popu­
lation shall immediately form part of the territory of the German 
Beich. 

"Art. 4. Until the Führer makes a definite decision about 
the introduction of German Reich law, all legal isions of the 
Constitution remain in force as they are at the moment of the 
issue of this constitutional law. 

"I ask you, my Führer, in the name of Danzig and its popula­
tion, to agree to this constitutional law and to carry out the re­
incorporation of Danzig by a law of the German Reich. The 
eternal gratitude and everlasting faith of Danzig is devotedly 
pledged to you, m y Führer." 

Herr Hitler sent the following telegram in reply :­
(Translation.) 

"I accept the proclamation of the Free State of Danzig con­
cerning the return to the German Reich. 

'' I thank you, Gauleiter Forster, and all Da.nzig men and 
women for the resolute loyalty which you and they have preserved 
for so many years. Greater Germany greets you with overflowing 
heart. The law for reunion is ratified forthwith. I appoint you 
herewith as head of the civil administration of Danzig." 

- - - - -------· 
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No. 109. 

Viscount Halifax to Sir N. Henderson (Berlin). 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, September 1, 1939, 4·45 P.M. 

1\h immediately following telegram contains the text of a com­
munication that you should, in conjunction with your French 
colleague, make at once to the German Government. 

2. You should ask for immediate reply and report result of your 
interview. I shall then send you further instructions. 

3. In reply to any question you may explain tbat the present 
communication is in the nature of warning and is not to be considcred 
as an ultimatum. 

4. For your own informatiou. If the German reply is unsatis­
factory the next stage will be Pilher an ultimatum with time limit or 
an immedi ate declara tion of war. 

No. 110. 

Viscount Hal ifax to Sir N. Hend erson (Be1·lin). 

('felegraphic.) Foreign Office, September 1, 1939, 5 ·45 P.M. 

FoLLOWING is text referred to in my immediately preceding 
Lelegram :-

On the instructions of His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, I )lave. the honour to make the following 
communication :-

Early this morning the German Chancellor issued a proclamation 
to the German army which indicated clearly that he was about to 
attack Poland. 

Information which has reached His MajesLy's Government in the 
Kingdom and the French Governm ent indicat es that German 

Lroops have crossed the Polish fronti er and Lhat attac ks upon Polish 
towns are proceeding. 

In these circumstances, it appears to the Governments of th e 
United Kingdom and France that by their aclion the German 
Government have created conditions (viz., an aggressive act of force 
against Poland threatening the independence of Poland) which call 
for the implementation by Governments of the United Kingdom 
and France of the und ertakmg to Poland to come to her assistance. 

I am accordingly to inform your Excellency that unless the 
German ?overnment are prepared to give His Majesty's Govern­
ment satlsfactory assurances that the German Government hav e 
suspended all. action against _Poland and are prepared 
prompt ly to from Pohsh territor y, His Majesty's 
Government m the Umted Kmgdom will without hesitation fulfil 
their obligations to Poland. 

169 

No. 111. 

Sir N. Henderson to Viscount Halifax (received 10·30 P.l\1.). 

(Telegraphic.) Berlin, S eptember 1, 1939. 
Youn telegrama of 1st September. * 
I was received by Herr von Ribbentrop at 9 ·SO this evening, and 

handed him the communication from His Majesty's Government. 
After reading it, he said that he wished to state that it was not Ger­
many who had aggressed Poland, that on the contrary it was Poland 
who had provoked Germany for a long time past; that it was the 
Pole,s who had first mobilised and that yesterday it was Poland that 
had invaded German territory with troops of the regular army. 

I said that I was instructed to ask for immediate answer. The 
Minister replied that he would submit the British communication to 
the Head of the State. 

I replied that I realised that this would be necessary, and that 
I was at his disposal at whatever time he might be in a po.sition to 
give the Chancellor's answer. 

Herr von Ribbentrop then remarkecl that if His Majesty's Govern­
ment had been as active, vis-á-vis Poland, as they had been 
vis-á-vis Germany, a settlement would have been reached at an early 
stage. 

French Ambassador saw Herr von Ribbenh·op immediately 
after and received an identic reply. 

As I w.as leaving Herr von Ribbentrop gave me long explanation 
bf why he had been unable to give me text of German proposals two 
nights ago. I told.him that his attitude on that occasion had been 
most unhelpful and had effectively prevented me from making a last 
effort for peace, and that I greatly deplored it. 

He was courteous and polite this evening. I am inclined 
to believe that Herr Hitler's answer will be an attempt to avoid war 
with Great Britain and Franc e, but not likely to be one which we can 
accept._ 

* Nos. 109 and 110. 

No. 112. 

Sir H. Kennard to Viscount Halifax (Teceived 2 P.lll.). 

(l'elegraphic.) Warsaw, September 1, 1939. 
MINISTER for Foreign Affairs has just telephoned to me in the 

middle of an air raid to beg me to point out to your Lordship that 
various cases of armed German aggression, which have occurred this 
morning on Polish soü, cannot be taken longer as mere isolated cases 
but constitute acts of war. Various open towns have been bombed 
from the air, with heavy civilian casualties, ancl his Excellency drew 
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my attention tv desirability of sorne military action from the air thü: 
afternoon. 

2. His Excellency pointed out that at 6 · 30 P .1\f. Polish 
Ambassador saw Herr von Ribbentrop and expressed readiness of 
Polish Government to enter into direct negotiations. At dawn this 
morning, without any further diplomatic development or declaration 
of war, Germany had committed various acts of unprovoked aggression 
on a major scale, and thus, while Polish Government had made every 
effort to avoid serious dashes, German forces had deliberately attacked 
Polish territory and already caused deaths of numer0us innocent 
civilians. Polish Govemment had, therefore, no coursr; but to break 
off relatio:n,s with German Government, and Polish Ambassador at 
Berlín has asked for his passports. 

3. His Excellency failed to see what measures could now be taken 
to prevent European war, and while he did not say so in so many 
words it is obvious that he hopes His Majesty's Government will take 
sorne action of a military character to relieve the pressure on this field 
of operations. 

4. M. Beck has also given me a categorical and official denial 
that any Polish act of aggression occurred last night as stated by 
Deutsches Nachrichten-Büro. 

5. French Ambassador has suggested to me that French and 
British wireless should repeatedly point out that Germany has openly 
and flagrantly attacked Poland without warning . 

No. 113. 

Viscount Halifax to Sir H. Kennard (Warsaw) . 

Sir, Fo1·eign Officr,, September 1, 1939. 
THE Polish Ambassador called to se e me at his request at 10 · 30 

this morning. Count Raczyúski said that he had been officially 
informed from Paris that German fvrces had crossed the frontier at four 
points. He added that the towns of Vilno, Grodno, Brest-Litovsk, Lodz, 
Katowice and Cracow were being bombed and that at 9 A.M. an air 
attack had been made on Warsaw, as a result of which there were 
many civilian victims, including women and children. As regards the 
German attack, he understood, although he had no official informa­
tion, that the points at the frontier which had been crossed were near 
Danzig, in East Prussia and Upper Silesia. His Excellency said that 
he had few words to add, except that it was a plain case as prü'vided 
for by the treaty. I said that I had no doubt on the facts as he had 
reported them that we should take the same view. 

1 am, &c. 
HALIFAX. 
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No. 114. 

T'iscount H.alifax to Sir N. HenclcTson (Berlín). 

Sir Forcign Oj]ice, Sortember 1, 1939. 
'r ASKED the German Chargé d' Affaires to call or: me !Lt 

10, Downing Street at 10 ·50 this morning, and informed h1m that I 
had done this because we had received a good many reports to the 
effect that German forces had crossed the Polish frontier at 
points. Dr. Kordt interrupted me to ask whether meant the 
frontier or that of the Danzig Bree State. I rephed that the 
Ambassador had mentioned four points, but that I did not kr:ow whlCh 
points these were. \Ve also bad information that several Pohsh towns. 
including Warsaw, had been bombed. 

2. I asked Dr. Kordt whether he had any information 
would enable him to cast any light upon these roports. He rephed 
that he had no information whatsoever. I then said that I 
therefore, that he had no communication to m:ake. to us from 
Government. Dr. Kordt replied that he had .none wlth 
of two notes which he had sent in earlier m the mormng relatmg 
to the limitation of shipping and of the passage of aircraft in the 
Gulf of Danzig. Dr. Kordt explained that this related to the whole 
gulf and not only to the port of Danzig. 1 informed Dr. Kordt that 
I had not vet seen these notes. . 

3. I ;ent on to inform Dr. Kordt that the reports to whwh I had 
drawn his attention created a very serious situation. It was not 
necessary for me to say anything more at present to le: 
him Jmow that the Cabinet would meet later m the mormng and thac 
any further communication which we might have to would .be 
addressed to his Government in Berlin, but we should mform lum 
of the character of that communication. 

4. Before he left, Dr. Kordt stated that he had just listened on 
the wireless to the beginning of the Führer's in the 
He had not heard the latter mention any of the pomts to whwh I have 
drawn attention. The Führer had said, however, that the situation 
was intolerable and that he was obliged to draw the necessary 
consequences . 

5. Dr. Kordt subsequently telephoned at 11· 30 A.l\L to say 
he had received a telephone message from the News Department m 
the Germ:an Ministry for Foreign Affairs to the effect that the news 
that Warsaw and other towns were being bombed was untrue. He also 
repeated to me a sentence from the Fiihrer's speech to the t.hat 
since this morning shooting was taking place from the Pohsh s1de, 
and the Germans were shooting back. 

I am, &c. 
HAJJIFAX. 
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No. 115. 

Sir H . K ennard to Viscount Halifax (received 8 P.J\1.) . 

(Telegraphic.) Warsaw, September 2, 1939. 
M. BEcK requested French Ambassador and me to see him to-day 

and points out while the Polish army was sternly resisting th(l 
German attack it found itself much hampered by German superiority 
in the air. It was possible for German Air Force Lo throw whole 
of their weight on this front at present, and he very discreetly 
suggested it was essential that there should be sorne diversion as soon 
as possible in the West. 

2. He hoped, therefore, we would inform him as soon as possible 
of entry of the two countri os into the war and that our aircraft would 
find it possible to draw off a considerable proportion of German 
aircraft operating on this front. 

S. His Excellency also drew our attention to the fact that German 
aircraft had not confined themselves strictly to military objectives. 
r.rhey have bombed factories not engag ed in war work, villages not 
near military objectives, and have caused severe losses among civilian 
population. 

4. I trust I may he inform ed at the earliest possible moment of 
our declaration of war and that our air force will make every effort 
to show activity on western fr·ont with a view to relieving pressure 
here. 

No. 116. 

Speech by the Prirne Minist er in the Hous e of Cornrnons on 
Septernber 2, 1939. 

Th e Prirne Minister: Sir revile Henderson was received by 
Herr von Ribbentrop at half-past nine last night, and he delivered 
the warning message which was read to the House yesterday. 
Herr von Ribbentrop replied that he must submit t}:w communication 
to the German Chancellor. Our Ambassador declared bis readiness 
to receive the Chancellor' s reply. Up to the present no reply has 
been received. 

It may be that the delay is caused by consideration of a proposal 
which, meanwhile, had been put forward by the Italian Government, 
that hostilities should cease and that there ehould then immediately 
be a conference between the fi.ve Powers, Great Britain, France, 
Poland, Germany and Italy. While appreciating the efforts of the 
Italian Government, His Majesty's Government, for their part, would 
fi.nd it impossible to take part in a conference while Poland is being 
subjected to invasion, her towns are under bombardment and Danzig 
is being made the subject of a unilateral settlement by force. His 
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Majesty's Government will, as stated yesterday, be to_ take 
action unless the German forees are withdrawn from Pohsh terntory. 
They are in communication with the French Government to tbe 
limit of time within which it would be necessary for the Bnt1sh and 
French Governments to know whether the German Government wero 
prepared to effect such a withdrawal. If the German Government 
should acrree to withdraw their forces then His Majesty's Government b . • 

would be willing to regard the position as being the same as It was 
before the German forces crossed the Polish frontier. Tbat is to 
say, the way would be open to discussion between the German and 
Polish Governments on the matters at issue between them, on th e 
understanding that the settlement arrived at was one that safeguard ed 
the vital interests of Poland and was secured by an international 
guarantee. If the German and Polish Governments wished that 
other Powers should be associated with them in the discussion, Bis 
Majesty's Government for their part would be willing to agree. . 

There is one other matter to which allusion should be made m 
order that the present situation may be perfectly clear. Yesterday 
Herr Forster who, on 23rd August, bad, in contrav ention of the 
Danzig constitution, become the head of tpe State, decreed the 
incorporation of Danzig in the Reich and the dissolution of the 
Constitution. Herr Hitler was asked to give effect to this decree 
by German law. At a meeting of the Reichstag yesterday morniug 
a law was passed for tbe reunion of Danzig with the Reich. The 
international status of Danzig as a Free City is established by a 
treaty of which His Majesty's Government are a signatory, and the 
Free City was placed under the protection of the League of Nations. 
The rights given to Poland in Danzig by treaty are defi.ned and con­
:tl.rmed by agreement concluded between Danzig and Poland. The 
action taken by the Danzig authorities and t)le Reichstag yesterday 
is the final step in the unilateral repudiation of these international 
instruments, which could only be modifi.ed by negotiation. His 
Majesty's Government do not, therefore, recognise either the validity 
of the grounds on which the action of the Danzig authorities was 
based, the validity of this action itself, or of the effect given to it by 
the German Government. 

Lat er in the debate, the Prirne Minist er said: I thiuk 
the House recognises that the Government is in a somewhat 
difficult position. I suppose it always must be a diffi.culty 
for allies who have to communicate with one another by telephone to 
synchronise their thoughts and actions as quickly as those who are 
in the same room; but I should be honifi ed if the House thought for 
one moment that the statement that I have maclc to them betrayed 
the slightest weakening either of this Government or of the French 
Government in the attitude which we have already taken up. I am 
bound to say that I myself share the distrust which the right hon. 
Gentleman expressed of rnanamVTes of this kind. 1 should have been 
very glad had it been possible for me to say to the House now thaL 
the French Government and ourRelves were agreed to make the 
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shortest pos:>ible limit to the time when ·action should be taken by 
both of us. 

It is very possible that the communioations which we have had 
with the French Government will receive a reply from them in the 
course of the next few hours. I understand that the French Cabinet 
is in session at this ruoment, and I feel certain that I can make a 
statement to the House of a definite character to-morrow when the 
Ho?-se meets I am the I:ast man to neglect any opportunity 
whlCb I cons1der affords a senous chance of avoiding the great 
catastrophe of war even at the last moment, but I confess that in the 
present case I should have to be convinced of the good faith of the 
other side in any action which they took befare I could reaard the 
proposition which has been made as one to which we could a 
reasonable chance of a successful issue. 1 antieipate that there is 
only one •answer I sball be ·able to give to the House to-morrow. 
I hope that the issue will be brought to a clase at the earliest possible 
moment so that we may know where we are, and I trust that the 
Ho?-se, realising the position which I have tried to put befare it, will 

me I speak in complete _good faitb ·and will not prolong 
the d1scusswn wb1ch, perhaps, 1111ght make our position more 
embarrassing than it is. 

No. 117. 

Mr. Prestan ta Viscaunt Halifax. 

(Telegraphic.) Kavna, Septernber 2, 193H. 
FoLLOWING from l\I . Burckhardt :--

" I arrived here by car evening of 1st Septemoor. From mid­
night 30th August until midnight 31st August I was under sur­
veillanoo of agents of Gestapo in Danzig. On 1st September at 
8 A.M. I was visited by Herr Forster and Vice-President of Danzia 
Senate . Herr Forster informed me that he considered my 
as High Commissioner had terminated and that he intended to fl.y 
Hakenkreuz from building of High Commission. If I wished to 
leave befare he did so I had better depart within two hours. Dur­
ing these two hours I was constantly visited by agents of Gestapo 
who endeavoured to induce me to expedite my departure. I am 
remaining at Kovno for the present intending to leave for 
Geneva.'' 
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No. 118. 

Viscaunt Halifax ta Sir N. Hendersan (Berlín). 

(Telegraphic.) Fareign Office, September 3, 1939, 5 A.M. 

PLEASE seek interview with for Foreign Affairs at 9 A.M. 

to-day, Sunday or, if he cannot see you then, arrange tD convey 
at that time to representative of German Government the following 
communication :-

,' In the communication which I had the honour to make to 
you on 1st September I informed yon, on the instructions of His 
1\fajesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that, 
unless the German Government were prepared to give His 
Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom satisfactory 
assurances that the German Government had suspended all 
aggressive action against Poland and were prepared promptly to 
withdraw their forces from Polish territory, His Majesty' s 
Government in the United Kingdom would, without hesitation, 
fulfil their obligations to Poland. 

'' Although this communieation was made more than 
twenty-four hours ago, no reply has been received but German 
attacks upon Poland have been continued and intensified. I have 
accordingly the bonour to inform you that, unless not later than 
11 A.M., British Summer Time, to-day 3rd September, satisfactory 
assurances to the above effect have been given by the German 
Government and have reached His Majesty's Government in 
London, a state of war will exist between the two countries as 
from that hour.'' 

If the assurance referred to in the above communication is received, 
yon shonlcl inform me by any means at your disposal befare 11 A.M. 

to-da y, 3rd September. If no such assurance is received here by 
11 A.M., we shall inform the German representative that a c;tate of 
war exists as from that hour. 

No. 119. 

Me11wrandum handed ta Sir N. I-Iendersan at 11·20 A.M. an 
Sept ember 3, 1939, by Herr van RibbenírozJ. 

(Translation .) 
THE Gernum Government have received the British Government's 

ultima tu m of the Srd September, 1939. * They ha ve the honour to 
reply as follows :-

1. The German Government and the German people refuse to 
receive, accept, let alone to fulfil, demands in the nature of ultimata 
made by the British Government. 

* No. 118. 
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On our eastern frontier there has for many months already 
reigned a condition of war. Since the time when the Versailles Treaty 
first tore Germany to pieces, all and every peaceful settl ement was 
refused to all German Governments. The National Socialist Govern­
ment also has since since the year 1933 tried again and again to 
remove by peaceful negotiations the worst r apes and breaches of 
justice of this treaty. The British Government have been among those 
who, by their intransigent attitude, took the chief part in 
every practical revision. Without the intervention of the British 
Government-of this the German Government and German people 
are fully conscious-a reasonable solution doing justice to both sides 
would certainly have been found between Germany and Poland. For 
Germany did not have the intention nor had .she raised the demands 
of annihilating Poland. The Reich demanded only the revision of 
those articles of the Versailles Treaty which already at the time of the 
formulation of that Dictate had been described by understanding 
statesmen of all nations as being in the long run unbearable, and 
therefore impossible for a great nation and also for the entire political 
and economic interests of Eastern Europe. Briti.sh statesmen, too, 
declared the solntion in the East which was then forced upon Ger­
many as containing the germ of future wars. To remove this danger 
was the desire of all German Governments and especially the intention 
of the new National Socialist People's Government. The blame for 
having prevented this peaceful revision líes with the British Cabinet 
policy. 

3. The British Government have--an occurrence unique in 
history-given the Polish State full powers for all actions against 
Germany which that State might conceivably intend to undertake. 
The British Government assured the Polish Government of their mili­
tary support in all circumstances, should Germany defend herself 
against any provocation or attack. Thereupon the Polish terror 
against the Germana living in the territori es which had been torn from 
Germany immediately assumed unbearable proportions. The Free 
City of Danzig was, in violation of all legal provisions, first 
threatened with destruction economically and by measures of customs 
policy, and was finally subjected to a military blockade and its com­
munications strangled. All these violations of the Danzig Statute, 
which were well known to the British Government, were approved and 
covered by the blank cheque given to Poland. The German Govern­
ment , though moved by the sufferings of the German population which 
was heing tortured and treated in an inhuman manner, nevertheless 
rem ained a patient onlooker for five months, without undertaking 
even on one single occasion any similar aggressive action against 
Pola nd. They only warned Poland that these happenings would in 
the long run be unbearable, and that they were determined, in the 
event of no other kind of assistance being given to this population, 
to help them themselves. All these happenings were known in every 
detail to the British Government. It would have been easy for them 
1o use their great influence in Warsaw in order to exhort those in 
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power there to exercise justi ce and humaneness . and to lreep_ to the 
existino- obligations. The British Government d1d not do th1s. On 
the in emphasisin g continually their obligation to 
Poland und er all circumstanc es, they actually encouraged the Pohsh 
Government to continue in their crimina l attitude which was threaten­
ing the peace of Europe. In this spirit, the British Govemment 
rejected the proposal of Signor Mussolini, which might still have 
been able to save the peace of Europe, in spite of the fact that the 
German Government had declared their willingness to agree to it. 
The British Government, therefore, bear the responsibility for all the 
unhappiness and misery which have now overtaken and are about to 
overtake many peoples. 

4. After all efforts at finding and concluding a peaceful solution 
had been rend ered impos.sible by the intransigence of the Polish 
Government covered as they were by England, after the conditions 
resembling civil war, which had existed already for months at tb, 
eastern frontier of the Reich, had gradually developed intD open atta cks 
on German territory, without the British Government raising any 
objections, the German Government determined to put an end to this 
continual thre at, unbearable for a great Power, to the externa l and 
finally also to the internal peace of the German people, and to end it 
by those means which, since the Democratic Governments had in 
effect .sabotaged all other possibilities of revision, alone remained ai 
their disposal for the defence of the peace, security and honour of the 
Germana. The last attacks of the Peles threatening Reich territory 
they answered with similar measnres. The German Government 
do not intend, on account of any sort of British intentions or 
obligations in the East, to tolerate conditions which are identical with 
those conditions which we observe in Palestine, which is under British 
protection. The German people, however, above all do not intend 
to allow themselves to be ill-treated by Peles. 

5. The German Government, therefore, reject the attempts to 
force Germany, by means of a demand having the character of an 
ultimatum, to recall its forces which are lined up for the defenc:e of the 
Reich, and thereby to accept the old unrest and the old injustice. 
The threat that, failing this, they will fight Germany in the war, 
corresponda to the intention proclaimed for years past by numerous 
British politicians. The German Government and the German people 
have assured the English people countless times how much they 
desire an underst anding, indeed close friendship, with them. If the 
Bnti sh Government hitherto always refused these offers and now 
answer them with an open threat of war, it is not the fault of thc 
German people and of their Government, but exclusively the fault of 
the British Cabinet or of those roen who for years have been preaching 
the destruction and exterminat ion of the German people. The 
German people and their Government do not, like Great Britain, intend 
to domínate the world, but ihey are determined to defend their own 
liberty, their independence aml above all their life. The intention, 
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peaeeful revtswn oí !h1' Versailles Diktat of force seemed lo be 
succeeding, and the German people again began to live, tho uew 
British encirclement policy was resum ed. The same lying inciters 
appeared as in 1914. I havo many times o:ffered Great Britain and 
the British people the nnderstanding and friendship of the German 
people. My whole policy was based on the idea of this understanding. 
I have always been repelled. I had for years been aware that the 
aim of these war inciters had for long been to take Germany by 
surprise at a favourable opportunity. 

I am more firmly determined than ever to beat back this attack. 
Germany shall not again capitulate. There is no sense in sacrificing 
one life after another and submitting to an even worse Versailles 
Diktat. We have never been a nation of slaves and will not be one 
in the future. Whatever Germans in thc past had to sacrifice for 
the existence of our realm, they shall not be greater than those 
which we are to-day prepar ed to make. 

This resolve is an inexorable one. It necessitates the most 
thorough measures, and imposes on us one law above all others : If 
the soldier is fighting at tLe front, no one shall profit by the war. 
If the soldier falls at ihe front no one at home shall evade his duty. 

As long as the German people was united it has never been 
conquered. It was the lack of unity in 1918 that led to collapse. 
Whoever o:ffends against this unity need expect nothing else than 
annihilation as an enemy of the nation. If our people fulfils its 
highest duty in this sense, that God will help us who has always 
bestowed His merey on him who was determined to help himself. 

Appeal to the German Anny on the Western Front. 

Soldiers of the Western Anny; just as befare the War, so after 
the War Great Britain has pursued the policy of Germany's encircle­
ment. In spite of the fact that Germahy has no demands to make 
on any other S tate to the West of the Reich; in spite of the fact 
that Germany claims no territorial revision in this territory; and in 
spite of the fact that Germany has made, above all to Great Britain 
just as to France, the o:ffer of a cordial understanding, indeed of 
friendship. The British Government, driven on by those warmongers 
whom we knew in the last War, have resolved to let fall their mask 
and to proclaim war on a threadbare pretext. 

The German people and your comrades in the East l'l.Ow expect 
from you, soldiers of the Western Front, that you shall protect thc 
frontiers of th.e Reich, unshakable as a wall of steel and iron, against 
every attack, in an array of fortifications which is a hundred times 
stronger than that western front of the Great War, which was never con quered. 

If you do your duty, the battle in the East will have reached its 
successful conclusion in a few months, and then the power of the 
whole National Socialist State stands behind you. As an old soldier 
of the World War, and as your Supreme Commander, I am going, 
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. h A m on the East. Our plutocratric 
with confid.ence m. you, to :he r . y now dealing with a di:fferent 
enemies wlll reahse fthaht ey_ -(Signed) ADoLF HITLER. üermany from that o t e year . 

Attempted Mediation by other States. 

· h United States of America to His .Message from the. Prestdent offtAe t 23 and His Majesty's Reply 
111 ajesty the K tng of I tal y o ugus ' 
of August SO, 1939. 

No. 122. 

United States of America to the King of Fmm the President of the 
Italy. 

. . . world a:ffairs makes clear the responsibility 
the fate of their own people, and, indeed, o 

humanity itself. h d"t" . 1 accord between Haly and the 
It is because of t. e tra 1 wna . . b tween the rnillions of 

United States and the tieis of ;Iajesty on behalf of 
onr citizens that I feel_ can a ess 

the .of r;atce. f the American people, that your 
!t 1S mdy a can greatly infl.uence the MaJesty an your . 

averting of an outbreak war. t suffer all the nations, whetber 
Any general wou cause or vanquished, and would 

belligerent or pies and perhaps the Govern-
clearly bring devastatwn . e peo . d · 
ments of some nations most d1rectly concerne . them the American 

The friends of t)le of the great 
people, could onl.y regar Wl and the Italian nation in 
achievements whwh European na wns t. 

. 1 h ttained in the past genera wn. 
part1Cu ave .a h . lded a homogeneous nation out of ma:ny 

We m_Amenca, avu:tg lt to visualise the animosities whwh 
nationalit1es, often find lt g nations Europe which are 
so often have a but we accept the fact 
smaller than o_urs m populatwbn .· ht to 'maintain their national that these natwns have an 8: so u e ng 

if they then it must apply to the weaker 
If that 18 a souhn t o 'The acceptance of this means peace, nations as well as t e s ronger. 

· ds 
because fear. of of necessity e:fforts by the strong to 

The alternat1ve, w 1C t l to war but to lona future years 
domínate weak, o7cfors and rebellion the part of of oppresswn on the part o . e v 
the vanquished-so history teaches us. 
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communicated to us by orde. f th B .. 
Hall of . . h I e ntish Government by 1\fr K' ' canymg t e destructiOn of th G · mg-
than was done through the V . '11 ; erm.an people even further 
and we shall therefore answ e:sai es reat.y IS tal.cen note of by us, 
England with the same wea m anyd actiOn on the part of 

pons an m t e same form. 

No. 120. 

Speech by the Prime Minister in the House of C · ommons on 
September S, 1939. 

The Prime Minister . Wh I . 
could not but be aware ·th t spoke last mght to the House I 
doubts and sorne bew'ld a sorne parta of the House there were 
weakening hesitation 1 :s to whether there had been any 

In the a IOn on the part of His Majesty's 
had been in the same ·r ances, I make no reproa ch, for if I 
Bench and not in as hon .. membe:s not .sitting on this 
should very likely have felt thf all the mformatiOn wluch we have, I 
to make this morning will The. statement which I ha ve 
doubt. We were in consultation all theJ e were grounds for 
Government and we felt th t th . t . y yesterday wlth the French 
were taking aaainst Polanad lel m ednsrfied which the Germans 

't' 1 o a <nve no delay m k' pos¡ IOn e ear. Accordinaly we d 'd d , ma mg our own 
1·n B 1' . " ' em e to send to A b er m mstructions wh · h h our m assador 
morning to the German 1;o .e waSs to hand at 9 o'clock this 
follows :- · re1gn ecretary and which read as 

" Sir, 
'' In the communication wh · h r h d 

you on the 1st September I a the honour to make to 
of His l\fajesty's Principal on the 
that unless the German G y o tate for Fore1gn Affairs 
M . , overnment were pre d to . . ' 

aJesty s . Government in the . -· pare g1ve H1s 
assurances that the Ge Umted Kmgdom satisfactory 
aggressive action against had suspended all 
withdraw their forces from Poli h :nd. were promptly to 
ment in the United K' d s H1s MaJesty's Govern­

obligations to om would, w1thout hesitation, fulfil 
Although this communication , d 

four honra aao no reply h b "as .ma e more than twenty-
upon Poland have been but German attaeks 
accordingly the honour to in1; mue and intensified. I have 
11 A.M., Summer 'f' m you that, unless not later than 
factory assurances to the b Ime, 3rd September, satis­
German Government and haa ove el ect have been given by the 
· L ve reac 1ed His V · t • G m ondon, a state of war will . . 'l.aJes y s overnment 
from that hour." el:lst between the two countries as 
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That was the final Note. No such undertaking was received by 
the time stipnlated, and, consequently, this country is at war with 
Germany. I am in a position to inform the House that, according 
to arrangements made between the British and French Governments, 
the French Ambassador in Berlín is at this moment making a similar 
démarche, accompanied also by a definite time limit. The House has 
already been made aware of our plana. As 1 said the other day, we 
are ready. 

This is a sad day for all of us, and to none is it sadder than to 
me. Everything that I have worked for, everything that I have 
hoped for, everything that I have believed in during my public life, 
has crashed into ruins. There is only one thing left for me to do; 
that is, to devote what strength and powers I have to forwarding the 
victory of the cause for which we have to sacrifice so much. I cannot 
tell what part I may be allowed to play myself; I trust I may live to 
see the day when Hitlerism has been destroyed and a liberated 
Europe has been re-establish ed. 

No. 121. 

Herr Hitler's Pmclamations of September 3, 1939, Lo the German 
People and the German Army. 

( Translation.) 
Appeal to the German People. 

GnEAT BmTAIN has for centuries pursued the aim of rendering the 
peoples of Europe defenceless against the British policy of world 
conquest by proclaiming a balance of power, in which Great Britain 
claimed the right to attack on threadbare pretexta and destroy that 
European State which at the moment seemed most dangerous. Thus, 
at one time, she fought the world power of Spain, later the Dutch, 
then the French, and, since the year 1871, the German. 

We ourselves have been witnesses of the policy of encirclement . 
which has been carried on by Great Britain against Germany since 
before the war. Just as the German nation had begun, under its 
National Socialist leadership, to recover from the frightful conse­
quences of the Diktat of Versailles, and threatened to survive the 
crisis, British encirclement immediately began once more. 

The British war inciters spread the lie before the W ar that the 
battle was only against the House of Hohenzollern or German 
militarism; that they had no designa on German colonies ; that they 
had no intention of taking the German mercantile fl.eet. They then 
oppressed the German people under the Versailles Diktat, the faithful 
fulfilment of which would have sooner or later exterminated 20 million 
Germana. 

I undertook to mobilisc the resistance of the German nation 
against this, and to assure work and bread for the111. But as thc 
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On the 14th April last I su aested . 

that no armed forces should k ' essence, an understa nding 
other independent nation anda t:ct mva_de the territory of any 
should be undertaken to a ' .. IS bemg assured, discussions 
armaments and open the from the burden of 
the sources of raw material:venue o Ifnternatwnal trade, includina 
of each nation. necessary or the peaceful economic 

I said that in these discussions th U . 
take part, and such peaceful e . mted States would gladly 
po 'bl f G conversatwn8 would k 't h 88I e or overnments other tha th U . ma e I w olly 
peaceful discussions of the political 

11 
de . States to enter into 

they are concerned. an terntonal problema in which 
W ere It possible for your M a. est , G 

proposals for a paci:fic solution of y s to formulate 
you are assured of the earnest s m cnsis these lines, 

The Governments of Ital Y j h Y 0 Umted S tates. 
advance those ideals of hUmted States can to-day 
have been obscured. y IC of late seem so often to 

th 
The unheard voices of conntless millions f 

at they shall not be vainly sacri:ficed again. o human beings ask 

No. 123. 

F.rom the King of Italy to the President 
America. of the United States of 

I am grateful for your inter e t I · . 
message to my Government A s :· k rmmedrately transmitted your 

d . . s rs nown to all we h d 
are omg everything possible to b . b ' . ave one and 

rmg a out peace with justice. 

Messag es sen t by the President of th U . 
Rerr Hitler and the p 'd e mted States of Ame ·ríca to 
PTesident of Poland. rest ent of Poland and the · Teply of the 

No. i24. 

The following is the text of the mes f. . 
to Herr Hitler of August 24, 1939 :-sage 10m Pres1dent Roosevelt 

IN the message which I 8ent 
to be that the leaders state? that it 

to hberate their peoples from th had rt m therr power 
unless the effort were immediatele hat but that, 
to find a peaceful and e; Wit go_od_ wlll on all sides, 
the crisis which the world to exrstmg controversies 
T d h was con ron mg must e d . t ' o- ay t at catastrophe appears to b n m ca astrophe. 

e very near-at hand, indeed. 
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To the message which I sent you last April 1 have received no 
reply, but because my con:fident belief that the cause of world peace­
which is the cause of humanity it8elf-rises above all other considera­
tions I am again addressing myself to you, with the hope that the war 
which impenda and the consequent disaster to all peoples may yet 
be averted. · 

I therefore urge with all earnestness___,¡¡,nd I •am likewise urging 
the President of the Republic of Poland-that the Government8 of 
Germany and Poland agree by common accord to refrain from any 
positive act of hostility for a reasonable stipulated period, and that 
they agree, likewise by oommon accord, to solve the controversies 
which have arisen between them by one of the three following 
methods :-

First, by direct negotiation ; 
Second, by the submission of these controvel'sies to an impartial 

arbitration in which they can both ha ve con:fidence; or 
Third, that they agree to the solution of these controversies 

through the procedure of conciliation, selecting as a conciliator or 
moderator a national of one of the American Republics, which are all 
of them free from any connexion with, ·or participation in, European 
political affairs. 

Both Poland and Germany being sovereign Governments, it is 
understood, of course, that, upon resort to any one of the alternatives 
I suggest, each nation will agree to accord complete respect to tho 
independence and territorial integrity of the other. 

The people of the United States are as one in their opposition to 
policies of military conquest ·and domination. They are as one i.n 
rejecting the thesis that any ruler or any people possess the right to 
achieve their ends or objectives through the taking of action which 
will plunge countless of millions into war, and which will bring 
distress and suffering to every nation of the world, belligerent and 
neutral, when such ends and objectives, so far as they are just and 
reasonable, can be satis:fied through the processes of peaceful 
negotiation or by resort to judicial arbitration. 

I appeal to you in the name of the people of the United States, 
and I believe in the name of peace-loving men and \Yomen every­
where, to agree to a solution of the controversies existing between 
your Government and that of Poland through the ·adoption of one oí 
the alternativo methods I have proposed. 

I need hardly reiterate that should the Governments of Germany 
and Poland be willing to solve their differences in the peaceful 
suggested, the Government of the United States still stands prepared 
to contribute its share to the solution of the problema which are 
endangering wodd peace in the form set forth in my mes13age of the 
14th April. 



184 

No. 125. 

Arch1vo 
Histórico 

The following is the text ol the mess . 
to the President ol Poland 1 A age lrom Pres1dent Roosevelt 

. 0 ugust 24, 1939 :-
The mamfest gravity of the exi f . . . 

obligation upon all to ex . s mg cnsrs rmposes the urgent 
prevent the outbreak of arome evl ery means which might 
· · a genera war Wrth th · · · Justrfied in suggesting that . ·. rs m mmd I feel 
considerad. [Mr. possrbl.e avenues of solution be 
described in his message to the three methodR 

Should you determine to attem t a .l . 
methods you are assured of th p so utiOn by any of these 
the United States and of theire .complete sympathy of 
avenues I appeal to you as I h eorke. . urmg exploration of the 
ment of the German ReÍch t 1 ewrse to the Govern­
of hostility. ' 0 agree to refram from any positive act 

It is, I think, well known to th . 
:United States, I have exerted, spea!llng on behalf of the 
mfluence on behalf of peace Th k contmue to exert, every 
every nation-large and e rant and file of the population of 

conquest. They recoanise do not seek 
clanns will always arise from time to and counter­
all such controversias, without exce ti e between natrons, but that 
procedure, if the will on both s"d p can be solved by a peaceful 

r es exrsts so to do. 

No. 126. 

The lollowing is th e text ol the ?·e l 1 
President Rooseve lt lrom President August 25, 1939, to 

I appreeiate the noble messaa h · h 
kind enough to send me. I ': re your has been 
Government have ever consid d to emphasrse that the Polish 
to be the most suitable rrect b.etween Governments 
·arise between S tates We "d of tresolvr?g drfficulties which may 

. b · consr er ha;t thrs m th d · ll smta le where neiahbouring St t e o rs a the mme 
these principies Poland es are On the basis of 
and .Russia. W e consider also :Vit.h Germany 
the mtermediary of a disinterested I?ethod. of co?crhatron through 

of resolving differences h. h rmhpartlal thrrd party is a just 
natrons. w rc ave been created between 

r. clearly wish to avoid even th .. 
to pwfit by thrs occasion to raise points f ;. of desrnng 
duty, to make clear that . o rtrgatiOn, I _d_eer;n my 
Poland whrch is formulating demand m the cnsrs rt. rs not 
any other State It is th f and demandmg concess10ns of 
hold aloof Irom. any Poland should 

• LS (Jl1 , rrect or mdrrect. I would 

1 
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like to close by expressing my ardent wish that your message of peace 
may contribute to a general appe¡¡,sement which is so necessary to 
enable the nations once more to regain the blessed path of progress 
and civilisation. 

No. 127. 

The lollowing is the text of President Roosevelt' s second appe«l to 
Herr Hitler, dated August 25, 1939:-

I have this hour received from the President of Poland a reply to 
the message which I addressed ·to your Excellency and to him last 
night. 

[The text of President Moscicki's reply is then given. President 
Roosevelt continues as follows J :-

Your Excellency has repeatedly publicly stated that the aims and 
objects sought by the German Reich were just and reasonabl e. 

In his reply to my message th e President of Poland has made it 
plain that the Polish Government is willing, upon the basis set forth 
in my message, to agree to solve the controversy which has arisen 
between the Republic of Poland and the German Reich by direct 
negotiation or the process of conciliation. 

Oountless human lives can yet be saved and hope may still be 
restored that the nations of the modern world may even now construct 
the foundation for a peaceful and happier relationship, if you and the 
Government of the German Reich will agree to the pacific means of 
settlement accepted by the Government of Po1and. All the world 
prays that Germany, too, will accept. 

- ---------- -

Broadcast Appeal by His Majesty the King of the in the 
na me of the H eads of S tates of the Os lo Group of Powe-rs on 
August 23, 1939, and R eplies. 

No. 128. 

(Translation.) The Appeal. 

THE declaration which I am about to read is being made in the 
Palace of Brussels in the presence of the Foreign Ministers of the 
Oslo Group of States aud in the name of the Heads of those States. 

The world is living through a period of tension such that there is 
a risk that all normal collaboration between States will become 
impossible. The Great Powers are taking measures almost equivalent 
t<> t)le mobilisation of their armed forces. Have not the small Powers 
reason to fear that they will be victims in a subsequent conflict into 
which they will be dragged against their will in spite of their policy 
of indisputable independence and of their firm desire for neutrality? 
Are they not liable to become the subject of arrangements reached 
without their having been consulted? 
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Even if hostilities do not begin, the world is menaced by economic 
collapse. Mistrust and suspicion reign everywhere. Beneath our 
very eyes the camps are forming, armies are gathering and a fearful 
struggle is being prepared in Europ e. Is our continent to commit 
suicide in a terrifying war at the end of which no nation could call 
itself victor or vanquished, but in which the spiritual and material 
values created by centuries of civilisation would founder? 

War psychosis is invading every home, and although conscious 
of the unimaginable catastrophe which a confl.agration would mean 
for all mankind, public opinion abandons itself more and more to the 
idea that we are inevitably to be dragged into it. It is important to 
react against so fatal a spirit of resignation. 

There is no people-we assert it witp confidence-which would 
wish to send its children to death in order to take away from other 
nations that right to existence which it claims for itself. 

It is true that all States do not have the same interests, but are 
there any interests which cannot be infinitely better reconciled before than after a war? 

The consciousness of the world must be awakened . The wor3t 
can still be avoided, but time is short. The sequence of events may 
soon render all direct contact still more difficult. 

Let there be no mistake. We know that the right to live must 
rest on a solid basis, and the peace that we desire is the peace in 
which the rights of all nations shall be respected. A lastin g peace 
cannot be founded on force, but only on a moral order. 

Does not wisdom order us to withstand the war of words, incite­
menta and threats, and agree to discuss the problema before us? 
W e herewith solemnly express the wish that the roen who are 
responsible for the course of events should agree to submit their 
disputes and their claims to open negotiation carried out in a spirit 
of brotherly co-operation. 

It is for this reason that in the name of His Majesty the King 
of Denmark, the President of the Republic of Finland, Her Royal 
Highness the Grand Duchess of Luxemburg, His l\Iajesty the King 
of Norway, Her Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands, His Majesty 
the King of Sweden, and in my own name, each of us, acting in 
agreement with our respective Governments, issue this appeal. We 
express the hope that other heads of States will join their voices to 
ours in this same anxiety to maintain peace and safety for their peoples. 

To-morrow hundreds of millions of men will be at one with us in 
their wish to stop the conrse of events leading to war. We can onlv 
hope that those in whose hands rests the fate of the world will 
respond to these sentiments, give effect to the desire which they have 
so often expressed that the disputes which separate them shall be 
settled in peace, and t}lereby avoid the catastrophe which threatens humanity. 
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No. 129. 

Reply of I-Iis Majesty' s Government. 

V . t I-Ialijax to Sir R. Clive (Brussels). 
1SCOUn 24 1939. 

. FoTeign Office, August , ·'th 
(Telegraphw .) lcome and are in full sympathy \U 

Hrs Majesty's Government we K f the Belgians on behalf 
the appeal issued by His assembled in conference of representatives of the Oslo IOup 

at Brussels. their art have repeatedly expressed 
His Majesty's for . i: between nations settled by 

their see all !ftsti!es willing to do their 
free negobatwn, and aie f d't'ons in which such negotlatwn 
to contribute the creatwn o conclusion. . 
might be carned. to a of settlements by force or thr.eat of 

Acquiescence m the lO h ff ·ts of those who stnve to 
h . d d thwart t e e or b force can only m el: an th' s in which peace may e 

e.stablish an of t the rights or indepen­maintained ancl JUStiCe done Wl ou 
dence of any sovereign State. 

No. 130. 

the FTench Governrnent of August 26, Tmnslation of .the 1'eply of 1939. 

l ut forward by His l\fajesty thP 
The noble gm:erous ap:: of the representatives of the Oslo 

King of the Belgmns Brussels has been welcomed . by . the 
Group of States e a ee est s mpathy. The contnbutwns 
French Government WJth the dti!es toy the cause of peace and her 
which France ha.s at all eaceful methods set up for the settle­
constant preoccupatwn to 'se between peoples leaves no room 
ment of all the problema w an f the French Government. They 
for doubt as to the v:::lvoes with any initiative of 
remain ready to assomate t e favourable to a lessemng m mter­
which i.s to create an to accept no solution imposed by 
national tension. Whlle that by their attitude they are 
violence or threats, t_hey e leve eace and at the same time to the 
contributing to. the world of conditions assu;·ing all 
establishment a¡ ·n be auaranteed and thelr most States that th8lr mdepen ence Wl b 

sacred rights respected. 
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No. 131. 

President Roosevelt's reply of August 25, 1939. 

I have read with great satisfaction Your Majesty's proclamation of 
the 23rd August, and your appeal for the maintenance of peace made 
in the name of the Oslo group of Powers. Your Majesty expressed 
the hope that other Heads of States might join their voices with 
yours in the same desire to preserve peace and safety for their 
peoples. I take this opportunity to assure you that the people of the 
United States and their Government cordially share the hopes and 
aspirations so eloquently expressed by Your Majesty. 

No. 132. 

Translation of the Polish reply of August 25, 1939. 

I have notcd the noble speech of Your Majesty with profound 
admiration for the ideas which you have expressed. Poland has 
always defend'3d the idea that power, if it is to last, cannot be based 
on the oppression of others. Similarly, Poland has always considered 
the best guarantee of peace to be the settlement of international dis­
putes by the method of direct negotiations based on justice and 
respect for the rights and interests of those concerned. 

No. 133. 

His Holin ess The Pope's reply. 

In his reply, which \\'a,s in the form of an autograph letter, Pope 
Pius XII conveyed his gratitude to the King of the Belgians and 
expressed his sincere hope that the sentiments expressed by the King 
of the Belgians would be favourably received by the parties concerned. 

Joint Ofter of Mediation by His Majesty the K.ing of the Belgians 
and Her Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands and Replies. 

No. 134. 

Sir R. Glive to Viscount lialifax (1·eceived 11· 30 P.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Brussels, August 28, 1939. 
I HA VE just been to see Prime Minister, who tells me he had also 

convoked French, German and Italian Ambassadors and Polish 
.Minister for the following purpose :-

The King of the Belgians and the Queen of Holland wish jointly 
to offer their good o:ffices in the hope of averting war. 

.1 

¡ 
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Similar communication was bemg ma e a . d t The Hague to the same 

five representatives. . ed'ately to your Lordship. I promised to telephone Imm l 

No. 135. 

Reply of Ilis Majesty's Gov emme nt. 

d s· N Bland . s·. R Glive (Brussels) an tr . V . t Haltfax to t? · 
tscoun (The Hague). 

F . Office August 31, 1939, 3·3? P.M. d 
(Telegraphic.) f August: Initiative of Belgmn an YouR telegram o . 

Netherlands Sovereigns.l . jNetherlands Government 
Please inform Be gian ived with pleasure the 

Majesty's Government rece the Queen of the Wish 
that the King of Belgmns the interests of 
jointly to offer therr offices e of averting war. His s 
resent crisis, IB,nd m hop n the art of the two Sovereigns, h overnment welcome this offer o f . t pshould the occasion present 

:nd will be glad to take advalntage oecilate the intentions which have itself. Meanwhi!e.' deep y ·appr 
prompted this imt1aiwe. 

No. 136. 

R ly of the French Govemment. 

ep ment welcomed with the greatest 
In their reply the made by the two 

interest the offer of their gododto o pport this initiative m any way . t they were rea Y su 
For thmr par . 1 . hed it every success. possible and they smcere y WIS 

No. 137. 

. , ding reply of ltalian Govemment. . f ommuntque recor ff 
Translatwn o e k ful note of the o er 

t have ta en care f the '' The Italian Governmenb 'Iheir Majesties the Queen o . 
of their good offices f i'h Belgians. They deeply Netherlands and the Kmg o Be l . Government to transmit on . . . · d quest the e glan · d , 
this lmtiatiVe an re . . their sincere gratitu e. their bebalf to the two Sovereigns 
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No. 138. 

Reply of the Polish Government 

In their reply the Por h G · President Moscicki 1Sto ovet:nment referred to the telegram 
pnnciple of mediation had 1 Boosevelt, in which the 
Polish Government further a re_a y been. accepted by Poland. The 
taken by the two ihmr approyal of the initiative 
n.ot for the moment prepared to so emphasised they were 
smce none of the proposals of . ·r any more detalled statement 
forth any favourable arGnature hitherto called e erman GoYernment. 

Broadcast Appeal for Peace In . . 1939, and the Reply ;
1 

the Pope, August 24, 
1S s Government. 

No. 139. 

(Translation.) The Appeal. 

ÜNCE again •t· 
an lOUr of tremendOUS d rb . f r e great human family. l 

a en wal hour strikes fo th 

be indifferent and from IOns, which .our heart cannot 
to us from God to lead so l . ohur spmtual authonty' which comes 
not hold itself aloof. u s m t e 'mys of justice and of peace must 

Behold us then with all of . the bnrden of so ·eat a r you: this moment are carryincr 
voice you mav hefr the m order that through 
recei ved the {nost exaltedVOlCe o that qh.rist from Whom the world 
and of souls of in whom millions 
alone lB capable of masterina a;{ m al cnsis I?- which I-Iis word 
earth. t> e umu tuous d1sturbances of the 

us wit,b. you, leaders of eo 1 arms, wnters, orators of the a· p j es, men of State and men of 
those ?thers who have the a?- fl. of the public rostrum and all 
of thmr fellow-men for whose d f o m h uence the thought and action 

We, armed onlv with the es t ey are responsible. 
p,ublic disputes and passions and standing above all 
f Whom all paternitv in o the name of God from 

o J esus Christ Ou; Lord h . ear . IS named ',--in the name 
in the name of the I-Ioly Gho;t that all n:en be brothers­
source of love in the hearts of 1 of God most ITlgh, inexhaustible 

y, notwithstanding our rr::n. . 
parttcular interest, the fear of bl and our very 
more excruciating. to-da y h y confl.ict become"s 
arrived at such a as 't: r::k! of minds seems to ha ve 
of war appear imminent we direct "thut reak of the awful scourge 

' Wl paternal feeling a new and 

191 

more heartfelt appeal to those in power and to their peoples : to the 
former that, laying aside accusations, threats, causes of mutual 
distrust, they may attempt to resolve their present differences with 
the sole means suitable thereto, namely, by reciprocal and trusting 
agreements; to the latter that in calm tranquillity, without disordered 
agitation they may encourage the peaceful efforts of those who govern 

It is by force of reason and not by force of arms that J ustice them. 
makes progresa; and empires which are not founded on Justice are 
not blessed by God. Státesmanship emancipated from morality 
betrays those very ones who would have it so. 

The danger is imminent but there is yet time. 
. Nothing is lost with peace ; all m ay be with war. Let m en return 
to mutual understanding. Let them begin negotiations anew. Con­
ferring with goodwill and with respect for reciprocal rights they will 
fi.nd that to sincere and conscientious negotiators, an honourable 

solution is never precluded. They will feel a sense of greatness-in the true sense of the word 
-if by silencing the voices of passion, be it collective or prívate, and 
by leaving to reason its rightful rule, they will have spared the blood 
of their fellow roen and saved their country from ruin. 

l\'lay the Almighty grant that the voice oí this Father of the 
Christian family, of this Servant of servants, who bears amongst roen, 
unworthily, indeed, but nevertheless really, the person, the voice 
and the authority of Jesus Christ, fi.nd in the minds and in the hearts 
of men a ready and willing reception. 

M:ay the strong hear us that they may not become weak through 
injustice; may the powerful hear us Ü they desire that their power 
be not a destruction but rather a protection for their peoples and a 
safeguard to tranquillity in public order and in labour. 

W e beseech them by the blood of Christ, whose conquering force 
in the world was His mildness in life and in death. And beseeching 
lhem we know and we feel that we have with us a1l those who e.re 
upright of heart; all those who hunger and thirst after justice­
all those who already suffer every sorrow through the evils of life. 
W ha ve with us the heart of mothers which beats as one with ours; 
the fathers who would be obliged to abandon their families; the lowly 
who labour and do not understand; the innocent upon whom weighs 
heavily the awful threat; the young roen, generous knights of the 
purest and noblest ideals. And with us also is the soul of this ancient 
Europe which was the product of the faith and of Christian genius. 
With us all humanity seeks justice, bread, freedom; not steel which 
kills and destroys. With us that Christ, Who has made I-Iis one, 
solemn commandment-Love- of One's Brother-the verv substance 
of His religion and the promise of salvation for individlials and for 

nal.i.ons. Recalling fi.nally that human efforts are of no avail without Divine 
assistance, "e invite a1l to raise their eyes to H.eaven and to beseech 
tho Lord with fervent prayer that His divine grace descend i.n 
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abundance upon this world . 't 
reconcile hearts and evoke th m J s 1 upheaval, placate dissensiona 
future. e resp endent dawn of a more 

To this end and with this ho . 
our paternal Benediction. pe we Impart to all, from the heart, 

---
No. 140. 

Viscount Halifax to Mr. Osborne (Holy S ee). 

(Telegraphic.) F . 
0 P • oretgn ffice August 25 1939 LEASE inform the Cardin 1 ' . ' ' 5. J 5 P.M. 

practicable the Pope himself t of State, or if it is 
al?preciated the moving di IS i aJesty's Government have 

His Holmess broadcast to th ·Id lgn appeal for peace which 
2 I e WOI ast maht 

· n my own broadcast yesterd o : 
message, but I should wish HtyHev_enmg I referred to tu6 

direct mann er of the response wh. h olmess to know in a more 
hearts and minds not only of His Is ;vords ha ve evoked in the 
people of this country as a wh 1 Jesty s Government, but of the o e. 

Further App z b H · . 
ea .Y ts 1-I oltness the Pope and t. by Hu M . ' ac ton a¡esty s Government. 

No. 141. 

Mr. Osborne to Viscount Halifax (received 3·45 P M) 
(Telegraphic.) H · · 

CARDINAL SECRETARY of St t h . oly See, August 31, 1939. 
the following is a translaÚon as Just handed me a note of which 

Pope is unwilling to b d 
negot1atwns may lead to a ju t an on. hope that pending 
world continues to pray f s paCI e solutwn such as the whole 

"H' or. 
1S Holiness therefore in th 

and Polish Governu'tents name of besee?hes the 
to. avoid any incident and to abst . all that. 18 m their power 
might aggravate the present 'ens· am rom takmg any step that 

, , H' H . " wn. 
18 olmess begs the British F 

menta to support pis appeal.,, ' rench and Italian Govern-

Copies of the above were also hand 
Germany, Poland, France and It 1 to Ambassadors of 
copy to the Spanish Ambassador :f· Emmence also gave a 
to the United States Ambassador to t1hs a copy to be conveyed 

e umnal. 

-
1 
1 

1 
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No. 142. 

Visconnt Halifax to Sir N. Henderson (Berlín) and 
Sir H. Kennard (Warsaw). 

( Telegraphic.) 
PLEASE make 

Government :-

Foreign Office, August 31, 1939, 10 P.M. 

following communication to GermanjPolish 

" His Majesty's Government have been informed of the Pope's 
appeal to your Government to do all that is in their power to 
avoid any incident and to abstain from taking any step that might 
aggravate the present tension. 

" His Majesty's Government desire to support this appeal with 
all the earnestness at their command.'' 

Similar instructions sent to His Majesty's Ambassador at 
WarsawJBerlin. 

- - ----- --------

No. 143. 

Efforts by the Italian Government. 

Sir P. Loraine to Viscount Halifax (received 3 A.M., 

September 5). 

(Telegraphic.) Rome, September 4, 1939. 
FoLLOWING 1s translation of Stefani* communiqué issued 

to-night :-
'' In view of aggravation of European situ·ation on 31st August, 

Duce, while realising exceptional difficulties which then made 
pacific solution extremely problematic, wished to make final 
attempt to save European peace. With this object English and 
French Governments were informed that Duce, if he could have 
previous certainty of Franco-British adhesion and Polish partici­
pation assured by action in London and Paris, would have been 
able to summon an international conference for 5th September 
with object of reviewing clauses of Treaty of Versailles which are 
cause of present disturbance in life of Europe. Italian Govern­
ment did not fail to emphasise necessity of extreme urgency of 
replying, but French and English Governments were not able 
to convey their answer until next day, 1st September. In the 
meantime, in night between 31st August and 1st September 
frontier incidente occurred which led ]'ührer to initiate military 
operations against Poland. Replies reaching Italian Government 
being favourable in principie both on French and English side 
and gre·at interest having been shown on French side despite 

* The official ltalian news agen cy. 
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military clash which had alreadv t -
and Poland in a possible devel . al, en. between Germam 
Government on mornin opment of mitiative of Duce, 
in_formed Chancellor Hitl:r at 10 o'clock 
stlll possibilit y of su . re mformatwn that ther e was 

f mmonmg conference · d d b 
con erence, which would hav b .' prece e y armistice 
Polish conflict by eaceful em een to solve German­
through our Arnbassapdor· to B l?ansh. Hitler replied to Duce 

"b" · er m t at h d'd · ' pOSSl rhty of conference H . h d e l not reJect a wiori 
of preliminary (a )· if n;te e wrs ed, however, to know by wav 

B 
·l· h d s presente by Pren h d B . . J 

er m a character of ultimatum . . e an ntrsh at 
would be useless; and (b) if h ' m which case negotiation 
twenty-four hours to mat de could count on a period of 

It l
. ure an tak e h' d · · 

a mn Government gett" . . IS ecrswn on matter 
of IJondon and Paris at 2mg agam ,mto contact with 
f u.., .. h , P.M. on 2nd Septembe. · f o .L' u rer s request In 1 t . I, m ormed them 

and París affirmati;e [ s . ]a* e evemng reply came from London 
adding that France and in two requests above, but 
occurr?d between 31st and of new which had 
of Pohsh territor y by Ger f . Se_rtember, vrz., occupation 
condition for participation tmces,_ lard down as fundamental 
of · d · m .ernatwnal confer · occuple terntori es In th . ence evacuatwn 
ment confmed Italian Govern­
condition, adding thata lgamGto mformmg Führ er of this 

t 
. . ' un ess erman Gove . . 

con rar y opmwn, they did t th' k rnment were of 
acti.on.'' no · m they could take further 

* See Nos. 109, 110 and 116 Th , . Government was in the natur · e frorn Hi M . , 
an ultirnatum. The It r Ge of a warnmg and was not to b s . d a¡esty s a lan overnm ent were so informad. e consl ered as 

The Prime Minister's Broadcast Talk to the German People 
on September lli, 1939. 

No. 144. 

GERMAN PEoPLE.-Your countr d . Government has bombed and . y an mme are now at war. Your 
of Poland, which this country the and independent State 
your troops were not onour ound to defend. Becaus e 
British Government addressed to toG the Note which the 
followed. e erman overnm ent, war has 

With the horrors of war we are famil" . 
has done everything poss'bl t rar. 9-od knows this country 
th t h · 1 e o prevent th1s e 1 · t B · a t e mvasion of Poland b G . a ami y. ut now 
become inevitable. y ermany has taken place, it has 

You are told by your Government that . 
Poland rejected your Leader' ff . , d you are fightmg because s o er an resorted to force. What 

--
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are l he facts? Th e so-called " offer " ,vas maJ e to the rolish 
Amb:1ssador in Berlín on •rnursd:1y evening, two hours before the 
a.nnouncement by yonr Governm ent Lhat it had been '' rejected.'' 
So far from having been reject.ed, there had been no time even t.o 

Your Government had previously demanded that a Polish consider i t. 

representative should be sent to Berlín within twenty-four hours to 
conclude an agreement. At that time the 16 Points subsequently 
put forward had not even been communicated to the Polish Govern­
ment. The Polish representative was expected to arrive within a 
fixed time to sign an agreement which he had not even seen. This 
is not negotiation. This is a dictate. To such methods no self­
respecting and powerful State could assent. Negotiations on a fre e 
a.nd equal basis might well have settl ed the matter in disput e. 

You may ask why Great Britain is concerned. We are concerned 
because we gave our word of honour to defend Poland against 
aggression. Why did we feel it necessar y to pledge ours elves to 
defend this Eastern Power when our inter ests líe in the West, and 
when your Leader has said he has no interest to the West? The 
answer is-and I regret to have to say it-that nobody in this 
country any longer places any trust in your Leader's word. 

He gave his word that he would respect the Locarno 'l'reaty; he 
broke it. Re gave his word that he neither wished nor intended 
to annex Austria; he broke it. He declared that he would not 
incorporate the Czechs in the Reich ; h e did so. H e gave his word 
after Munich that he had no further territorial demands in Europe; 
he broke it. H e gave his word that he wanted no Polish provinces; 
he broke it. He has sworn to you for years that he was the mortal 

enemy of Bolshevism; h e is now its ally. 
Can you wonder his word is, for us, not worth the paper it is 

writt en on? The German-Soviet Pact was a volte face , designed to 
shatter the Peace Front against aggresswn. This gamble failed. 
The Pea ce Front stands firm. Your T-'eader is now sacrificing you , 
the German people, to the still more monstrous gamble of a war to 
extricate himself from the impossible position into which he has led 

hims elf and you. In this war we are not fighting against you, the German people , 
for whom we have no bitter feeling , but against a tyrannous and 
forsworn régime which has betray ed not only its own people but the 
whole of W estern civilisation and all tbat you and we hold dear. 

M ay God defend t.he right! 

Wt.- 9/39 F.O.P . 19940 Gp. 3110 
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